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3  TRAVELS  tHJROUGH 

vcred  a  vcffel  approaching.  The  ibldiers/ who 
have  learned  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans along  with  the  manual  exercife,  perceiving 
the  attention,  with  which  we  obferved  her  ap- 
proach, faid  to  us,  '*  Why,  gentlemen,  that  is 
nothing ;  fhe  is  but  a  veffel  of  the  d  d  Yan- 
kees ;"  and  it  was  cxsb&iy  ai  r/cScl  of  the  Yan- 
kees, we  wiflied  to  obtain.  Mr.  Vanallen,  an 
American,  who  refides  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
commanded  the  veflcl ;  he  came  on  fhore  fhortly 
after,  to  procure  fome  frelh  provifion,  of  which 
he  flood  in  need  to  cure  himfelf  ofan  intermittent 
fever,  that  he  had  caught  in  the  woods.  From 
want  of  an  inn,  he  had  ho  opportunity  of  buy  ing 
any  at  the  fort ;  the  officers  might  have  eafdy 
ftipplied  him  with  ibm€  vegetables ;  but  in  the 
opinion  of  a  Britifh  officer,  it  is  neither  neceffary 
nor  decent  to  iiiccour  a  Yankee. 

Mn  Vanallen,  although  thus  difappointed  .in 
his  hope  of  finding  in  Ofwego  the  neceflary  fuc- 
cour  for  his  recovery,  yet  promiiSed  us  two  places 
in  his  vcffel.  He  could  not  hdvwver  iet  fail  for 
Albany  iboner  than  the  next  day,  or  perhaps  in 
two  or  three  days,  after  having  been  joined  by 
three  other  veflels,  which  he  expeAcd,  and  in 
queft  of  which  he  retvimcd  to  a  certain  point  on 
the  lake.  We  were  thus  fumilhed  with  a  cer- 
taitt  opportunity  of  quitting  OfwegOy  and  the 
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cagcmefs,  with  which  we  embraced  it,  could  not 
but  convince  our  guefts  of  our  earneft  defire  of 
making  all  poffible  hafte.  The  certainty  of  our 
fpecdy  departure  inlpired  us  with  patience.  The 
Ikiglilh  officers,  who  entertained  more  liberal 
fentimcnts  towards  us,  than  to  the  Yankee?,  per- 
emptorily infifted  on  iupplying  us  with  provifion ; 
and  this  they  did  with  a  generofity,  which  pcr- 
feAly  anfwered  the  kind  reception,  we  in  gen^r^l 
experienced  on  their  part. 

T^o  whole  days  had  in  the  mean  while  elapiedf 
and  the  third  began  to  prefs  heavy  upon  us,  when, 
being  alone  in  the  fort,  while  Dupetitthouars  and 
the  Englifh  officers  had  gone  on  a  hunting  and 
fifliing  party,  I  at  laft  defcricd  two  veffels  witii: 
my  telefcope,  which  was'  conftantly  pointed  to 
the  coaft,  whence  I  expelled  my  deliverance; 
my  efFe<fts  were  foon  packed  up  *  and  my  ftores 
coUeded.  Whether  thcfe  veflek  belonged  to 
Mr.  Vanallen  or  any  other  perfon,  we  were  de- 
termined to  feize  .upon  the  firft  opportunity  of 
departing  from  Ofwego.  It  was  Mr'.  Vanallen ; 
he  had  been  joined  but  by  one  -of  the  veflels,  and 
had  refolved  not  to  wait  for  the  reft :  yet  as  it 
was  already  noon,  as  his  veflels  were  heavy  laden, 
and  the  rapids  two  miles  from  Ofwego,  which 
he  was  obliged  to  pafs,  would  have  detained  hl!m 
too  long  to  make  much  way  the  remainder  of 
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gation  belongs^  and  for  which  it  is  of  much  gre^tor 
importance^  than  for  any  other  ^te>  wiU  no 
doubt  make  all  poilible  exertion  to  facility  x%. 
A  projed  of  this  nature  is>  I  underfland^  abready 
under  contemplation,  but  how  far  will  it  be  pof- 
ble  to  execute  tl^s.  important  enterprife  I  This 
is  a  qucitipQ,  wl^ch  cannot  be  decided^^  but  afte^ 
a  long  and  mature  confideratiom  of  ^  t^.ofc^- 
ibacles,  which  it  will  be  necciTary  to  iiirmouifLt. 
Tq  have  ilarted  itj  is  iufficient  for  being  avvrare  ol 
;^e  great4mpediment3,  by  which  it  is  obibu<Sted« 
sDuring  this  whole  day's  jouxney  iiothiiig  r?- 
markafble  came  within  qkxr  view.  Ther«  is  up 
iii^ttlemcnt  ^between  Ofwego  and  the  Fall^.  You 
pafs  by  aA  ifland>  vsrhiclji,  has  taken  the  name  of 
Brcfwit  fron^  a  French  officer,  who  in  tiie  llpv^a 
years  war  obtainied  here  an  advantage  over  a  cpnfiT 
bined  corps  of  Englifh  troops  and  IndiaQ^.  The 
illahd  is  throughout  covered  with  wood,^  and  fo 
is  the  whole  country,  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  paffled.  Two  miles  from  the  f^lUftands 
a  houfe,  whicha,ppej:tainstoMr.VAN  Verbj^i^g,, 
a  Dutchman,  who  is  charged  in  the  country  with 
giving  information  to*  the  garrifon  of  the  fmug- 
glers  who  intend  to  run  any  commodities  into  the 
province  in  the  night,  and  with  being  an  English 
fpy  in  regard  to  deferters.  This  charge,  which, 
by  what  we  learned  in  the  fort,  feems  to  be 

founded, 
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ibme  miles,  which  we  fhould  have  been,  able  to 
make  the  fame  evening. 

This  time  we  had  not  even  a  bed.  Our  party, 
our  fkippers,  landlord,  wife.  Ions  and  daughters 
flept  all  pell-mell  in  a  room,  which  was  about 
twelve  feet  fquare.  And  unfortunately  we  were 
not  fufficiently  fatigued,  haying  travelled  but  one 
mile  on  foot  and  one  mile  and  a  half  by  water, 
to  find  the  floor  foft,  and  to  be  infenfible  to  the 
{lings  of  the  mufquitoes  and  the  bites  of  fleas, 

Mr.  Vanallen,  in  whofe  veflels  we  took  our  paf- 
fdge,  is  member  of  the  Congrefs  for  the  county 
of  Albany  in  the  ftate  of  New  York.  He  is  alio 
a  geometer  and  iurveyor.  His  age,  and,  no  doubt, 
his  talents,  feem  fo  have  procured  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  country.  He  is  charged  with  the 
commiflion  of  furveying  upwards  of  half  a  m^^ 
lion  of  acres,  fituated  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppofitc  to  ^Carlton 
Ifland,  which  belong  to  Meflrs.  Chassang,  Rex> 
J)e  Chaumont,  Coxe  and  Company.  He  be- 
gan lafl:  year  to  execute  this  commiflion;  but 
was  much  impeded  in  the  progrcfs  of  this  bufi- 
ncfs  by  the  ficknefs  of  mofl:  of  the  aflifl:ant  fur- 
veyors,  employed  under  him,  and  was  further 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  the  confiderable 
declination  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ibme  rocks.     He  was  himfelf  feizcd  with  a  fif 

of 
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fluous  people  were  here  obliged  to  leave  the  veffcl. 
Mr,  Vanallen,  therefore,  as  w^ell  as  myfelf,  vv^ent 
on  Ihore,  and  repaired  to  a  fmall  cottage,  where 
vsre  found  a  family,  but  very  lately  recovered 
from  the  ague,  and  at  prefent  bufied  in  mowing  a 
meagre  looking  field  of  wheat.  Thefe  good  peo- 
ple, who  have  no  neighbours,  are  neceffitated  to 
do  every  thing  themfelves.  Of  eight  children, 
who  compofe  this  family,  the  oldeft,  who  is  nine 
years  old,  is  alone  able  to  affift  them  ^  little. 
They  have  neither  rakes,  harrows  nor  fcythes ; 
and  yet  it  is  better  to  facrifice  three  fourths  of 
their  harveft,  than  to  lofe  the  whole.  Thefe  poor 
people,  who  have  lived  here  a  twelvem^onth,  were 
conftantly  troubled  with  the  ague.  They  pof- 
fcffed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
fix  hundred  of  which  were,  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  given  to  the  hufband,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  army,  and  the  other  fix  himdred  he  pur- 
chafed  two  years  ago  for  ten  Ihillings  an  acre, 
but  was  compelled  by  extreme  diftrefs  to  fell 
again  three  hundred,  wuth  the  fmall  profit  of  two 
ihillings  per  acre.  The  good  people  cultivate  a 
garden  ;  they  exchanged  fome  vegetables  for  a 
few  pounds  of  pork,  with  which.  Mr.  Vanallen 
was  readier  to  accommodate  them  from  an  opi- 
nion, that  his  recovery  depends  on  the  ufe  of 
frcih  provifion.     They  fcem  to  be  good  and  in- 

duftrious 


NOkTH  AMERICA  CANADA^  &C.  13 

duftrious  people;  the  wife',  though  mother  of 
eight  children,  and  fcarcely  recovered  from  the 
ague,  is  yet  *  handfome.  They  prefented  me 
with  fome  potatoes  and  cucumbers,  and  declined 
accepting  any  payment. 

After  the  rapids  had  been  paifed,  not  without 
confiderable  trouble,  we  returned  on  board,  and 
»puriuing  our  voyage  with  lels  obftru<5lion  thaa 
before,  we  at  length  reached  the  point,  where 
the  Ofwego  river  joins  the  Onondago,  which 
proceeds  from  the  fmall  lakes,  changes  its  name,^ 
and  afTumes  that  of  the  river  Oneida.  Thefe 
appellations  Ihould  rather  be  reverfed.  As  wc 
worked  up  the  ftream,  tlie  river  Oneida  flowing 
out  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  meets  the  Onon- 
dago, which  falls  into  it,  and  is  now  called  Of- 
wego ;  but  I  write  as  I  travel. 

The  whole  trad:  of  land,  which  we  have  tra- 
verfed  iince  we  left  Ofwego,  lies  in  the  county 
of  Onondago,  which  extends  as  far  as  Lake 
Oneida,  coptains  nearly  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  acres  of  excellent  land ;  and  yet, 
according  to  the  laft  computation,  has  no  more 
than  three  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  Three  Rivers  Point,  which  is  the  name  of 
this  place,  is  a  very  interefting  fpot.  The  navi- 
gation, by  which  the  provifion  from  the  diftridl 
of  Geneflee  is  conveyed  acrpfs  the  lakes,  and  the 
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fiilt  from  the  brinc-fpring,  near  the  borders  of 
Onondago,  here  joins  that  by  which  the  provi- 
fion  is  procured  on  the  Mohawk  River  from 
Albany  and  all  the  caftern  provinces^  The  na- 
vigation between  Albany  and  the  Lakes  of  Gre- 
neilee  has  hitherto  been  far  more  frequent  than 
from  any  of  thefc  points  to  Lake  Ontario.  But 
the  time  cannot  be  diftant,  when  this  fpot,  i 
where  at  prefent  Hands  no  building  but  an  inn, 
will  become  the  iite  of  an  important  town.  As 
fct,  lis  is  one  of  the  moft  unhealthy  ^ots  in  a 
country  by  no  means  remarkable  for  falubrity. 
Our  'Squire,  who  had  purchafed  in  Kinglion  floiup 
for  fix  dollars  a  barrel,  and  pork  for  fixpence  a 
pounds  and  from  the  connivance  or  extraordinary 
blitklneis  of  the  Englifli  officers,  conveyed  it  to 
the  River  Ofwego,  thought  now  of  felling  it  here 
with  confiderable  profit.  He  had  already  dilpofed 
of  fbme  barrels  of  flour  for  eight  dollars  a  barrel 
at  the  Ofwego  Falls,  and  intended  to  tranfmit  his 
whole  cargo  to  Saltfprings,  where  he  hoped  to 
fell  it  for  ten  dollars  a  barrel.  But  he  learned 
hpre,  that  the  meeting,  relative  to  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  was  not  to  take  place ;  that  the 
coimtry  was  full  of  provifioh ;  that  it  was  fold 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  he  demanded ;  and 
that  fpecie  was  very  fcarce.  He  was,  therefore, 
neceffitated  to  give  up  his  fond  hopes,  and  em^ 

brace 
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bcace   the  reiblution  of  proceeding  :£)xnewhat 
&rther  in  qneft  of  purchaiers. 

I  entertained  ibme  liope  that,  on  account  t>f 
this  diiappointment^  wt  ^fiiould  this  a&emooa 
proceed  ibme  miles  :&rther,  when  a  vcSd,  umv-* 
ed,  on  board  of  which  were  MeiTrs.  Re^sei^aek, 
Henry,  and  Stouts,  all  inhabitants  of  Albany 
of  great  re^^Elability.  The  firft  was  not  yet  per- 
fe<ftly  recoveiied  from  a  fever,  whidi  had  left 
him  in  ^fome  meafiare,  but  fliU  carried  all  tiie 
fymptoms  of  an  intermittcnL  Thefc  gentlemen 
intended  not  to  proceed  faither.  Mr.  Vanallen 
propofed  to  delay  his  departure  until  the  next 
morning,  to  travel  in  their  company ;  he  intro- 
duced us  to  them,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine, 
which  they  carried  with  them  (diey  travelled  all 
much  at  their  eafc),  confbled  Dupetitthouars  as 
Well  as  myfelf  for  this  new  delay. 

Every  one  in  the  houfe  was  ill.  The  landlord, 
another  'Squire,  Was  juft  recovered  from  the 
ague ;  but  his  wife  was  ftill  indifpofed  with  it,  ^ 
and  in  bed.  His  children  and  fervants  were  in 
the  lame  iituation,  and  fo  was  a  pretty  young 
woman,  about  twenty  years  old,  whom  we  iiip- 
pofed'to  be  married,  becaufe  Ihc  luckled  an  in- 
fant of  two  months ;  but  this,  alas  !  was  the  un- 
fortunate offspring  of  her  love  for  a  young  man, 
who,  under  a  promife  of  marriage,  had  feduced 

and 
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and  afterwards  dcfertcd  her.  All  thefc  peopU 
lay  ill  in  the  room  where  we  were  to  dine  and 
flccp ;  for  it  was  the  only  room  in  the  houfc.  The 
new  comers,  who  brought  with  them  a  very  tight 
tent,  declared  that  they .  would'  rather  pals  the 
night  under  this  tent,  than  breathe  the  noxious 
air  of  this  houle.  Mr.  Vanallcn,  fbcuck  with  a 
dread  of  a  relapfe  of  the  ague,  ordered  his  tent, 
which  confifled  only  of  his  fail,  to  be  pitched  on 
the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  we  wrapped  our- 
ielves  up,  as  uliial,  in  our  blankets. 

I  had  juft  fallen  aflcep,  w  hen  I  was  w^aked  by 
the  landlord,  who  called  me  Doftor.  Having  ob- 
ferved,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  that  I  concerned 
myfelf  about  his  patients,  and  carefully  enquired 
into  the  particulars  of  their  indifpofition,  and 
their  treatment,  he  concluded  that  I  muft  needs 
be  a  phyfician.  '^  Dodlor,"  faid  he,  ^*  for  God's 
fake,  get  up  !  unlefs  you  immediately  relieve  the 
young  woman  flie  will  certainly  die.  The  Dodlor, 
who  was  here  eight  days  ago,  left  her  fome  medi- 
cine, which  w^as  to  lafl:  till  this  day,  and  he  faid 
would  cure  her.  She  is  much  worfe  now,  and  the 
medicine  is  all  gone.  Pray  do  give  her  fome- 
thing,  that  fhe  may  not  die."  Though  I  was  a 
long  while  debating  with  myfelf,  whether  or  no 
I  was  to  accept  the  title  of  Doctor,  and  at  length 
affured  him,  that  I  had  no  claim  to  that  title,  yet 

'Squire 
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^Squire  Bingham,  miftaking  my  modefly  for  ill* 
nature  or  drowiinefs,  infifted  on  my  adminiftering 
relief  to  the  young  woman.  Fortunately  it  fb  hap- 
pened, that  in  my  faddle-bag  I  had  Ibme  James's 
powder,  which  Mr.  Bordley  was  fo  kind  as  to 
procure  me  before  my  departure  from  Philadel- 
phia. From  an  ppinion,  that  in  thefp  defperatc 
circumftances  it  might  perhaps  be  of  fervice,  I 
declined  with  lefs  obftinacy  to  anfwer  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  me  by  the  good  man.  He 
conduced  me  to  the  bed  of  the  patient,  who,  I 
found,  was  fwoln,  covered  with  petechia,  and 
delirious  ;  under  thefe  circumftances  my  James's 
powder  could  do  no  harm.  But  unfortunately  I 
had  loft  the  printed  direftion,  pointing  out  the 
dofc,  a  corred:  knowledge  of  which  I  ftood  much 
in  need  of,  as  I  had  never  before  feen  it  ufed,  and 
this  was  the  reafon  why  Mr.  Bordley  gave  me 
the  above  direftion.  By  Ihewing  any  irrefblu- 
tion  1  fhould  have  leiTened  the  confidence,  which, 
though  very  undefervedly  placed  in  me,  I  wilhed 
to  preferve.  With  a  tolerable  degree  of  aflurance 
I  gave  her  twenty  grains  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira, 
which  the  patient  took  with  implicit  confidence. 
Four  hours  had  fcarcely  elapfed,  when  the  en- 
raptured 'Squire  waked  me  again,  to  announce 
the  good  fuccels  of  my  prefcription.  It  had 
produced  a  ftrong  pcrfpiration  and  evacuations. 
Vol.  II.  C  which 
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^hich  the   Phyfician  of  Onondago  had,  theft 
eight  days  paft,  ip  vain  endeavoured  to  procure. 
On  the  following  mornmg,  previoufly  to  my  de- 
parture, I  gave  hier  ten  grains  naore,  left  her  an- 
other dofe,  and  departed  loaded  with  the  bleffings 
of  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  who  kiiTed  my 
hands,  my  coat^^ ,  and  would  npt  let '  m^  go.     I 
gave  Mr.  Binghani,  who  confidted  mc  alfo,  Ibme 
bark,  and  left  Three  Rivers  Point,  carrying  with 
me  the  thanks  of  all  the  pepple  in  the  houfe,  leavr 
ing  behind  a  diftingniihed  reputation  for  medical 
talents,  and  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  having  ac- 
cidentelly  dpnc  fome  good  by  my  advice.     The 
unlucky  ftars  of  the  ypung  wornan,  whom  Mr* 
Bingham  took  into  his  houfe  eight  months  before^ 
had  conduced  her  feducer  into  the  inn,  who  ag- 
gravated his  former  offence  by  ufing  her  ill  in  her 
prcfent  iituation.     He  arrived  on  boajd  a  veffel 
bound  for  the  diftrift  of  Geneffee,  whither  he  was 
going  in  qucft  of  labour ;  and  his  condu<3:  had 
thrown  my  poor  patient  into  convullions,  which 
my  powder  completely  conquered.     Pn  my  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia,  it  w^ill  be  eafily  conceived, 
I  ceded  all  the  honour  of  the  cure  to  Mr.  Bordley, 
who.  made  me  fhuddcr  at  the  medical  experi- 
ment I  had  made.    He  told  rpe,  that  in  no  cure 
w^hatever  James's  powder  Ihouid  be  given  in  a 
larger  dofe  than  feven  grains ;  but  I  had  faved  the 
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poor  woman,  whofe  life,  by  a  ftrift  obfervance  of 
the  printed  direftion,  might  perhaps  have  beeii 
loft. 

The  fpot,  on  which  the  inn  ftand^,  belongs  to 
*Squire  Bingham,  who  alfo  polTeffes  a  few  acres 
contiguous  to  the  building,  and  a  confiderablc 
qijantity  of  land  at  fotne  diftance  from  it.  All 
theie  lands  would  be  tolerably  good,  but  for  their 
marlhy,  low,  and  flat  fituatiori,  which  expoles 
them  to  frequent  iriuhdations.  The  water  is  abo- 
ininable  ^  and  the  air  bad. 

ROTTERDAM  AND  LAKE  ONEIDA.— MR.  DE 

VATINES. 

.  The  paflage  to  Lake  Oneida  was  attended  with 
ieis  diflicultics,  than  that  of  the  preceding  day^  • 
we  found  it  excellent,  travelling  in  the  company 
fof  the  gentlemen  of  Albany,  one  of  whom  was 
brother  to  the  Deputy-governor  of  New  York, 
the  fecohd  otie  of  the  richeft  merchants  of  Albany, 
and  the  third  a  very  refpeftable  lawyer ;  their  be- 
haviotir  was  frank  and  polite.  We  ftopped  at 
Foil  Brompton  at  the  entrance  of  the  lake.  This 
ftruftiire  alfo  is  furrounded  w^ith  pallifddoes,  ere6l- 
ed  laft  year ;  it  ftands  at  the  foot  of  an  ancient 
cntrenchment>  conftruAed  by  the  Englifli  during 
the  American  war,  on  an  advantageous  ground, 
coftinianding  the  6ntra*nce  of  the  lake.    The  work 
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was  thrown  up  in  a  zigzag  figure ;  but  from  the 
remains  no  diftinA  idea  can  be  formed^  how  the 
cannon  could  be  pointed  to  advantage.  All  the 
antiquities  of  this  country  confift  in  the  remains 
efforts,  built  in  the  wars  of  1 776  or  1 756.  Fancy 
^  muft  live  in  future  ages,  to  find  occupation  in  this 
infant  country ;  paft  ages  can  exifl:  here  cmly  for 
generations  not  yet  born. 

The  proprietor  of  the  houfc  had  gone  to  Rot- 
terdam three  days  before.  A  girl  of  fourteen  was 
left  behind  to  take  care  of  the  houie,  and  of  a 
little  brother,  who  was  fick,  and  whom  Ihe  ac- 
tually nurfed  with  a  folicitude  truly  nSc&ing. 
The  girl,  poor  thing,  did  all  Ihe  could  for  our  ac- 
coinmodation:,  but  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 
We  Ihould  have  been  obliged  to  content  ourfelves 
with  a  few  fmall  potatoes,  which  we  pulled  up 
in  the  fields,  if  the  Indians,  who  were  encamped 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  had  not  brought 
us  a  large  pike,  which  they  had  caught  in  the 
mioming  with  a  harpoon. 

Our  feamen,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refufed  at 
firft  to  proceed  the  fame  evening  to  Rotterdam, 
ten  miles  farther  up  the  lake.  But  froni  the  fcan- 
tinefs  of  our  provifion,  they  altered  their  mind, 
thinking,  that  they  might  be  better  off  in  that 
place.  Rotterdam  is  an  infant  fettlement,  formed 
but  ten  months  ago.     Mr.  Schreiber,  a  rich 
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Dutch  merchant,  poiTefles  a  large  traft  of  land^ 
extending  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Oneida. 
He  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  Bruce-creek  as  the 
fite  of  the  chief  place,  and  another  fettlement  he 
has  formed  on  Little  Salmon-creek,  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario.  Bruce-creek  continues  na- 
vigable fome  milei  farther  up.  Mr.  Schreiber 
has  made  a  road  from  Rotterdam  to  his  new  town ; 
but  all  thefe  fettlemcnts  are  yet  of  no  import- 
ance. The  whole  city  of  Rotterdam,  to  which 
the  founder  has  given  that  name  in  honour  of  his 
native  place,  confifts  of  about  twenty  houfesi  The 
dams,  i  which  he  conftrufts  for  two  nlills  he  is 
building,  have  coft  him  confiderable  fums  of 
money;  hitherto  he  has  proved  rather  unllic- 
cefsflil  in  the  donftruftion  of  thefe  dams,  and  has 
leveral  times  been  neceffitated  to  recommence 
them  a-new.  The  grift-mill  is  not  yet  finilhed ; 
the  dams  feem  not  to  be  of  fufficient  ftrength  for 
the  mafs  of  water,  which  tliey  are  dcftined  to 
enclofe  and  direft.  Some  very  expcnfive  works, 
which  he  has  eredled  at  the  entrance  of  the  creek, 
have  contributed  but  very  little  to  render  them 
more  commodious.  The  money,  which  Mr 
Schreiber  has  expended  on  buildings  and  roads,  is 
cftimated  at  eight  tlioufand  dollars.  If  they  were 
conftrufted  on  good  principles,  this  money  would 
have  been  well  fpent.     He  is  now  building  a 
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liaadfomc  houfe  of  joii^er's.yoi^k^  la^hc^  liain- 
tpijds  to  Hecp^a^  ftore,  in  coijipany  witji  two  paft- 
Ijers,  who,  arc  tp,  ipapage  this  coi}ic?;m,^  to  have  a 
Ihaxe.of.  the  pilQifits,  and  to-  a6l  as  his  age^tjs.  in 
CKry  branch  o£  thl^  byiinefe.  A^  ftore  or  fhop 
affords  here,  as  indeed  it  does  all  ovei;  America, 
th^  beft  incpme,  >yhich  a  man  c^  procure^  who 
incurs  a  ccMifid^rable  expenqq  in  forming  anew 
lettlenoient^  Mr.  Schreiber^  by.  means  of  hipftore, 
Qb,faiijs  1^1  the  money  back>  y^^hich  bp.  expands 
fpj;  bis  building^;  &c.  He  iel|s Jhis  brandy:  for  foyr 
jfj^liings  and  fixpencc  a;  <juart,  mm  for  three  flnl^ 
hngs  and^  i^3^encey  flqi^ '^  ^r,  fixp?nce  a^pcwwd, 
ajid  ten  dollars  and  half, a.fbar):el,, for  which;  he 

m^^^  ^^?? ^*^^  .^r^fi;  ^^fe^^^  ^^9.  PT<^t,  he 
obtaiijs  b^^t^^  fal?:  flf,qt|\p:.prpyaiio5i,  is^ftiiljrpore 

confiderable,.  The  l^nd^  which  eij^hteen  months 
ago  he  purchafcd  for  one.  dollar  an  acre^  coils  now, 
three,  but  is  not  much  fought  after.  .  Thcpre- 
fentfettlers  cpme  fronji  New.  England  anithe 

environs  of  Albany , 

The  partixers  of  Mf-.Schreihpr  in  reg^d  to.hi^ 
l]:ore  are  Dutchmen,,  IjJ^  ,hirafe}C  Their  lliop- 
man  is  a  mulatto, ,  who  at  the.  fame  ,time  ads.  as 
phyfician  and  g^rdener^  and  feems  to:  have  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education.  He  is  faid  to  be  a 
brother  of  Mr.  WEf-prH,.  one  of  t^ic  partners, 
lidbonrers'  wag?^  ^i^^^\  Rotterdapi  foiifjhjllings 
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a  day  with  board,  or  lix  Ihillings  and  fixpeiice 
without  it.  For  the  bread  for  oUr  own  confnmp-- 
tioii  We  paid  nine-pence  a  pound,  about  eighteen 
French  fbus  ;  its  ufual  price  is'  fixpence. '  Frefh 
meat,  when  it  can  be-  procured,  cofts  eight-pence 
a  pound.  But  thele  kinds  of  provifion  are  fcarce, 
notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  w^orkmen, 
employed  by  Mr.  Schreiber,  and  confcqueiitl)r 
•dc^f .  Fevers  are  as  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the 
<3ountry,  as  in  any  we  have  hitherto  travcrfed. 
•  Mi:.  Vanallcrl  found  here  an  opportunity  of 
iellirig  his  whole  cargo,  as  well  as  one  of  his  vef- 
ifels,  but  at  a  lower  price  than  he  hoped  to  ob- 
tain. His  flour  he  ibid' here  for  eight  dollars  a 
.bartrel,  and  at  the*  Ofwego-falls  for  eight  dollars 
and  a  quarter.  He  concluded  this  bargain  with 
ieveral  Ihop-keepers,  and  as  it  took  up  the  whole 
mpfiiing,  we  gained  fufficient  time  to  vifit  a 
Frenchman,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
a  very  Ikilful  gardener.  Although  we  found  him' 
bufied  in  gathering  potatoes  and  onions,  yet  both 
his  phyfiognomy  and  demeanour  marked  him  as 
a  man  of  fome  diftincftion  ;  and  we  foon  learned 
from  him,  that  not  long  ago,  he  poffefled  a  vif- 
count's  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lifle. 
His  father  had  fpent  a  part  of  his'  property ;  he 
himfelf  was  rather  prodigal,'  and  fold  for  this 
reafoii  his  fmall  eftate  for  twenty-four  thoufand 
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livrcs,  before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  to 
try  his  fortune  with  this  money  in  America* 
Having  funk  this  fum  alfo,  in  imprudent  enter- 
prifes  and  ufelc^s  expence^  he  was  at  length  obliged 
to  reibrt  to  agriculture  for  his  livelihood.  .His 
name  is  Vatines,  and  he  has  already  refided 
three  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Oneida* 
A  whole  twelvemonth  He  pafTed  with  the  In- 
dians, whom  he  highly  praiiesj  and  afterwards 
refided  with  his  wife  alone  on  an  ifland  in  the 
lake,  where  he  cleared  about  twenty  acreS;of  land* 
About  fifteen  months  ago  he  fettled  ini  Rotter-. 
dam,  where  Mr.  Schreiber  fold  him  one  hundred 
acres  on  very  fair  and  reafonable  terms.  By  his 
own  confeffion,  the  various  changes  of  his  {)lace 
of  refidence,  have  been  regulated  by  the  ineOn- 
ftancy  of  his  charader,  rather  than  by  mature  de- 
liberation. He  is  about  thirty  years  old,  fprightly, 
obliging,  always  merry,  inured  to  labour,  and 
never  troublcfome  with  complaints  of  his  fate. 
But  he  is  prejudiced,  againft  the  Americans,  on 
account  of  their  unfair  dealings  in  the  courfe  of 
bufinefs,  as  he  fays,  and  elpecially,  becaufe  they 
are  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.  He  lives, 
however,  on  very  good  terms  with  all  the  inha-. 
bitants  of  Rotterdam ;  though,  in  his  judgment, 
they  are  even  worfe  than  other  Americans.  He 
affifts  them  in  their  bufinefs,  accepts  their  afliifi:- 
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ance  in  his  bufinefs,  and  fells  them  at  the  higheft 
poffible  rate  the  produce  of  his  fmall  garden* 
which  is  well  cultivated  and  flocked  with  culi- 
nary plants.    He  was  extremely  pleafed  with  fee- 
ing his  countrymen,  and  offered  us  all  the  vege- 
tables in  his  garden,  without  accepting  a  fhilling 
in  return.     All  his  ideas  are  fixed  on  France,  and 
on  the  moment,  when  peace  fhall  allow  him  to 
rettim  into  a  country,  which  he  prefers  to  any 
other.     Dry  bread  in  France  he  w'ould  not  ex- 
change for  property  and  wealth  in  any  other  part 
of  the  globe.     This  frame  of  mind  is  common  to 
all  Frenchmen.     With  the  utmofl  concern  he 
enquired  after   news   relative   to  the  armies  of 
France  and  their  fiiccefTes.   To  judge  by  our  con- 
verfation  with  him,  he  feems  to  poffefs  more  ac- 
tivity than  judgment.     His  fentiments  concern- 
ing the  French  revolution  are  thofe  of  an  honcfl 
Frenchman.   He  pofTeffed  fome  books,  the  choice 
of  which  was  much  to  his  credit — ^Montefquieu, 
Buffon,  Corneille,  and  a  great  variety  of  travels. 
After  having  made  away  with  his  jewels,  his 
cloaths  and  his  linen,  he  was  at  lafl  obliged  to 
part  with  his  library  at  half  the  price,  which  they 
would  have  fetched  even  in  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia.   The  keeper  of  the  flore  was  the  only 
man  within  a  Ipace  of  two  hundred  niiles,  who 
could  procure  him  a  purchafef,  in  the  pcrfon  of  a 

rich 
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rich  Dutchman,  who  had  fettled  a  few  milea 
from  Rotterdam,  We  wiflicd  to  fee  Madame 
Vatines  ;  Ihe  is  about  twenty- four  years  of  dge, 
gretty.  and  good ;  her  eyes  are  beautiful ;  her  looJk 
has  much  fweetnefs  and  expreffion^  and  it,  fdems 
that  flbe,  like  many  other  wives,  loves  her  huf- 
band  with  more  tendemefs,  than  he  returns.  NoiJ 
Ihould  I  anywife  be  furprifed,  if-  the  cxpreffions 
and  light  tone  of  her  hufband  Ihould  infpire  her 
vsrith  jealoufy,  altiiough  he  appears  to  be  much 
attached  to  her.  She  is  mother  of  three  children,, 
the  oldeft  of  whom  is  ten  years  old  ;  fhe  is  of  a 
mild  and  cheerful  difpofition;  fcnfjble  and  judici- 
ous.  She  makes  hay,  bakes  bread,  cooks,  and 
yet  her  hands  are  very  handfonie.  She  is  as^  little 
pleafed  with  America  as  her  hufband,  eipecially 
the  environs  of  Lake  Oneida ;  and  Ihe  encourages 
him  in  the  delire  of  rcfiding  at  leaft  in  the  fame* 
place  with  fomc  other  French  families.  She  felt 
muGh  pleafure  in  our  company,  and  enjoyed  with 
us,  Ihe  faid,  more  happinefs  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  than  Ihe  would  with  Americans,  if  flic 
lived  ten  years  among,  them.  This  fort  of  aver- 
fion^.or  this  diflike  of  Americans,  is  common  to 
allrtho  Frenchmen,  you  meet  vvith  in  this  part  of 
the  globe.  However  roughly  they  may  have 
l^en  handled  by  fate^  they  demand  pleafmg  forms, 
verfatility.  of  expreffioni  mildnefs/  chearfulnefs, 

and 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C,  3/ 

and  a  frank  and  open  demeanour.  Their  rafh- 
ndfs  in  forming  opinions,  and  their  prejudices, 
never  leave  them.  Although,  they  may  w^ithout 
injuftice  entertain  the  opinion,  that,  the  outward 
appearance  of  the  Americans  is  lefs.pleafing  than^ 
ours ;  yet  they  afe  certainly  unjuft  in  contending,, 
that  they  are  lefs  hoheftv,  than  other  people.  No- 
ti^ng,  that  has  come  .within  ^y  obfervg^tien,  can, 
juftify  iuch  an  opinion.  We  learned, from  Mr-. 
Vatines,  th?.!;  Mr.  D£sjarj)in5,  and.  not  tha 

'  ■  ■  .  ;         . 

Abbe  Desjardins,  a,sw^«  were  told,  at  Niagara,  had. 
bought  of  Mr.  Ma  combe  qC  Paris  thre^.  hundreds 
thouian^  acres .  of  land>  along  the  banks  of  the. 
31ack  River  in  Hunger-bay,  in  company  with 
twp  other  F^cnch^ien^  one  of  whom,  Mh^Faron, 
ah  archited:, .  was  lately  drowned^  in  croffing  the 
Black  Rivx^ip.  They  are  now  furveying  thefelands^. 
on  which  they  intend  ^^"^^  l^xge.  fcttlemerrts. 
Mr.  Desjardins  is  faid  to  be  a  m^n  of\  cpixfider- 
able  property.;  he  is  married,  and  at  ^^x^itxiX  ^t 
gaged  in  building  a  houfe  in  Albany.  All  thefe 
particulars  we  learned  from  Mr.  Vatines,  whom\ 
we  left  with  the  promife  of  a  mutual  kind  re- 
membrance, Rotterdam  ftands  on  the.  borders 
of  the  county  of  Herkemer,  tp  which,  it  belongs. 
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WOOD-CREEK. 

L#ake  Oneida  is  twenty-eight  miles  in  length, 
about  eighteen  of  which  remain  yet  to  be  croiled, 
before  we  leave  it.     You  fee  not  one  buildings  or 
any  fettlement  along  the  banks  of  the  lake, .  ex- 
cepting a  farm-houfe,  built  by  Mr.  Vajsdekamf 
(the  fame  who  bought  Mr.  V^tines's  books)/ and 
fituatcd  five   miles   from   Rotterdam.     Endlels" 
forefts,  ian  indifferent  foil,  and  no  eminence,  ap- 
pear towards  the  north.     The  country  rifos  more 
fouth wards,  where  mountains  come  in  view,  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  in  a*  direct 
tion  parallel  to  the  lake.     Thefo  mountains  arc 
the  fanife,  which  we  faw  on  Lake  Ontario,  on 
our  way  from  Kingftori  to  Ofwcgo.  Lake  Oneida 
is  from  five  to  fix  miles  in  breadth.   On  its  fouth - 
call  bank,  a  few^  mile^'fifttai  the  fhore,  ftands  the 
Indian  village  of  Oneida.     This  nation  is  now- 
engaged  in  concluding  a  treaty,  by  which  it  is  to 
foil  the  country,  fouth  of  Oneida-lake,  called  the 
Oneida  Refervation,  to  the  ftate  of  New  York. 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  this 
treaty;  all  I  know  is,  that  the  nation  are  to  re- 
tain a  traft  of  land  of  twelve  fquare  miles  in  ex- 
tent, which  is  to  be  fecured  to  them  by  all  pof- 
fible  means,  together  with  the  right  of  a  free 
fifliery  in  the  lake.  But  a  few  years  ago,  the  Oneida 
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Indians  were  poffeffors  of  the  immenfe  extent  of 
country,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
rican fpeculators  in  land.  That  thefe  lands  ihould 
come  into  fiich  hands,  as  are  able  to  put  them 
into  a  good  condition,  can  be  no  matter  of  regret, 
cipecially  as  the  Indians  confent  to  it.  But  might 
it  not  be  poffible,  to  form  fettlements  amidft  thelc 
.people,  to  civilize  them  by  agriculture,  and  to 
inilru<%  them  by  example  ?  This  tribe,  it  is  af- 
ferted,  encreafes  rather  than  decreafes  in  num- 
bers. If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  the  only  in- 
Aance  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  yet  known, 
and  deferves  encouragement.  Civilization  is  faid 
to,  have  already,  in  fome  meaiure,  gained  groimd 
among  the  Indians,  and  agricultxire  to  have  reach- 
ed a  higher  degree  of  perfeftion  with  them  than 
in  any  other  tribe.  The  negociations,  we  were 
informed,  meet,  however,  with  obftruAions, 
which  are  likely  to  impede  a  iuccelsful  iffuc. .  Ge- 
neraLScHUYLER,  who  conducts  them  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  intends  to  pur- 
chafe  all  the  land  on  his  own  account,  experiences 
a  ftrong oppofition  from  Timothy  Pickering, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  faid  to  be  difpleafed, 
that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  in  for  a  Ihare  in 
the  propofed  indemnification.  Thefe  particulars, 
which  I  have  from  perfons,  who  think  them- 
felves  well-informed,  may  yet  be  mere  fcandal- 

ous 
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ous  tapotts,  although  they,  carry  ho  improbat>ility 
•with  them.* 

We  counted  on  advancing  a  few  miles  on  the 
Wood^crc6k,  before  we  ihould  {bop,  when  w^ 
fell  in  with  otfr  cbmpany  from  Albany,  who  had 
hdted  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.  A  fit  of  the  ague 

• 

had  obliged  Mr.  Van  Rcnfelaer  to  put  a  period 
to  this  day's  journey  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  gentlemen  propoled  to  t»,  to  fto^ 
likewife^  our  conduftor  accepted  the  propolal> 
and  our  confent  was  a  matter  of  courft.  Wfc 
paffcd  the  night  in  fcratchirig,  rather  than  in  ileep ; 
for  the  marangouins  and  other  fmall  gnats  are 
more  numerous  and  tfooiblefome,  along  thi6  banks 
of  the  Wood^cjfeck,  than  in  dhjp-  other  part  of 
thefe  wildemeffes.  We  Were  obliged  tb  fend 
for  water,  to  a  fpring,  Which  iVas  knowh  to  the 
people  on  board  otrr  veffel,  but  three  miks  diftaht.* 
This  water,  though  bad  in  itfelf>  was  extellent 
in  cdmparifon  with  the  muddy,  rtcphitic  and 
ftagnant  water  of  Wood-creek,  and,  with  rum, 
was  drinkable.  Our  dinner  coniifted  of  fome 
potatoes,  which  were  left  from  out  laft  meal  at 

*  The  negociations,  mentioned  by,  the  author,  aftually 
led  to  the  treaty  of  1795,  by  which  Ihfl  Oneida  nation  fold 
the  Oneida  refervation  to  the  ftate  of  New  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

Rotterdam  j , 
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Rotterdam ;  we  had  plenty  of  bifcuit ;  and'  al* 
though  we  were  badly  off  in  every  refpeft,  yet 
we  found,  that  things  might  be  worfe. 

CANADA  CREEK, 

Wood-creek  is  the  fmall  ftrcam  of  Lake  Onei- 
da; at  its  mouth  it  is  fcarce  fixteen  yards  in 
breadth,  and  fomewhat  farther  up  hardly  eight. 
The  courfe  of  this  creek  being  a  continued  fer^ 
pentine  winding,  the  diftance  from  its  fource  to 
the  mouth,  which  in  a  ftraight  Une  is  eftimated 
at  forty  miles,  is  trebled  by  thefe  meanders.  It 
is  under  contemplation  to  conftruft  a  canal,  in- 
tended to  cut  off  feveral  of  thefe  windings,  and 
to  retain  a  part  of  its  prefent  channel.  The  mo- 
derate mafs  of  water,  contained  in  this  ftream,  is 
alfo  obftrufted  by  a  confiderable  number  of  trees, 
rooted  out  and  fwept  along  by  the  ftream  in  fpring 
and  autumn,  when  it  overflows  its  banks.  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  a  veflcl  works  her  way 
through  thefe  incumbrances.  This  fluggifli  river 
has  probably  taken  its  name  from  the  great  Hum- 
ber  of  trunks  of  trees,  which  obftruft  the  naviga- 
tion, and  rot  in  the  water ;  for,  otherwife;^  it  has 
no  better  claim  to  the  name  of  Wood-creek,  than 
all  other  finall  rivers  and  lakes  in  America,  which 
in  general  flow  through  woods.  This  navigation 
is,  in  my  opinion,  far  more  troublefome,  tlran  that 

of 
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of  die  Oiwego;  at  leafl  it  is  equally  fb;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  expe<^ed^  that  the  propofed  canals  were 
it  even  finifbed^  and  kept  in  good  repair^  ihonld 
for  ever  remove  the  impediments^  vrhich  obftruft 
the  navigation;  Throughout  the  whole  cpurfe 
of  thb  creek,  it  receives  only  the  waters  of  Canada 
Creek ;  which,  excepting  for  two  months  in  the 
year,  difcharges  into  it  but  a  finall  quantity  of 
water.  But,  in  fpring,  it  rifes  in  fo  extraordinary 
a  degree,  that  the  trees,  under  which  we  are  now 
pailing  along,  and  the  branches  of  which  hang 
two  feet  above  our  heads,  were,  laft  May,  covered 
v^rith  water  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  fame  vef- 
fel,  in  which  we  now  find  ourfelves,  at  that  time 
pafled  over  the  trees,  without  noticing  their  exift- 
ence.  , 

On  the  arrival  of  veffel^  in  Canada  Creek,  they 
muft  be  unloaded  to  pals  nine  or  ten  miles  far- 
ther, the  laft  two  of  which  cannot  be  pafled  at 
all,  if  the  miller,  who  poflefles  a  mill  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  creek,  allow  not  his  water  to  flow 
into  the  creek,  which  he  fometimes  refufes.  The 
cargoes  of  the  vefl[els  are  tranfported  in  waggons, 
about  ten  or  eleven  miles ;  the  paflTcngers  travel 
over  the  fame  ground,  as  they  dhoofc,  or  as  they 
can.  The  veflels  themlelves,  when  they  have  ap- 
proached the  Iburce  of  Wood- creek  within  one 
or  two  miles,  are  put  on  w^aggons,  to  pafs  the 

interv^al. 


tNITEto  STATJES^  CANADA,  &C.  33 

interval,  which  Separates  the  lake  we  have  juft 
left  from  Mohawk  River,  where  they  are  launched 
again. 

Although  our  party  had  formed  the  bold  re- 
solution of  pufliing  on  to  the  head  of  Mohawk 
River,  we  halted  at  Canada  Creek,  refolved  to  let 
the  v6flel  proceed  onwards  in  moonlhine,  and  to 
purfoe,  ourfelves>  the  voyage  on  the  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day.  The  foil  was  all  along  of  a 
black  colour  and  excellent  quality ;  although  it 
did  not  cover  the  rocky  ground  to  any  confider- 
iable  depth. 

In  the  whol6  courfe  of  our  navigation  on  the 
Wood-creek>  twenty- four  miles  in  length,  wc 
&w  not  one  building,  and  found  but  one  fpring, 
called  Oakorchard,  which  was  four  minutes  fill- 
ing a  fmall  glafs,  and  the  water  of  which  was 
but  of  a  middling  quality* 

FORT  STANWIX. 

In  the  evening  we  generally  fay;  we  fliall  be 
awake  early  in  the  morning.  But  this  frequently- 
not  being  the  cafe,  a  fatiguing  joiimey  is  pro- 
traced  in  a  tedious  manner,  and  a  good  night- 
lodging  is  more  feldom  obtained  in  a  country, 
where  in  general  iuch  lodging  is  exceedingly  rare. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  cannot  poffibly  be 
avoided  by  a  numerous  party,  compofcd  of  people 

Vol.  !!•  D  labouring 
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labouring  under  infirmities  and  fond  of  eafc.  Our 
veflcls  had  not  yet  ftarted  at  fix  in  the  morning  ; 
the  waggons  had  not  yet  arrived ;  and  it  was 
feveni  o^'clock  before  we  left  Mr.  Gilbert*s  inn, 
which  wc  found  tolerably  good,  and  which  would 
hav^e  been  much  better,  had  our  company  been 
lefs  nuriicrous.  Rotterdam  we  had  left  fuU  of 
fick  people ;  we  were  now  about  fift}'  miles  itonx 
it,  had  feen  no  other  houfe ;  and  the  firft,  wc  en- 
tered was  no  lefs  an  infirmary.  The  landlady, 
the  maid,  the  man-iervant,  were  all  indifpofcd 
with  the  ague,  and  the  few  neighbours  of  the  inn 
were  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  the  Gilbert  family. 
The  land  along  Wood- creek,  which  is  not  of 
great  value,  being  fubjed:  to  inundation^  cofts 
tliree  dollars  the  acre.  The  price  of  that  aboqt 
Gilbert's  houfe  is  five  dollars,  and  it  is  but  of  mid-^ 
dling  quality.  The  conftruftion  of  the  canal  inr 
duces  the  proprietors  to  raife  the  price  of  the  land, 
though  it  is  not  frequently  fought  after ;  and  in 
truth,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  how  any  one 
can  be  tempted  to  inha|;>it  the  banks  of  this  mi- 
fcrablc  creek.  McfTrs.  Van  Renfclaer  and  Van- 
alien,  the  two  fick  members  of  our  party,  made 
the  tour  on  horfcback ;  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stouts, 
and  myfelf,  travelled  on  foot ;  and  Dupetit- 
thouars,  paffionatcly  fond  of  veflfels  and  naviga- 
tion, followed  the  boats  to  help   them  along. 

Since 
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Since  we  began  to  travel  together,  not  a  moment 
has  pafled,  but  I  have  congratulated  myfelf  on  my 
travelling  in  his  company ;  he  is  the  moft  quiet, 
eheerful,  and  pleafant  companion  ;  he  plays  with 
children,  conveifes  with  exquiiite  fenfe  with  men, 
who  deferve  his  notice ;  drinks- with  officers,  and 
rows  with  feamen^— ever  brave,  ever  fimple,  and 
for  this  reafon  profpering,.in  ibme  mealure,  every 
where. 

The  whole  trad:  of  country,  through  which 
this  river  flows,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
*is  called  Fort  Stanwix,  and  takes  its  name  from 
a  fort,  ered:cd  for  the  proteftion  of  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  ends  of  the  river. 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  in  order  to  attack  this  fort, 
attempted  the  difficult  navigation  of  Wood- 
creek,  flill  more  obfkrudted  by  the  trees,  which 
the  Americans  had  purpofely  thrown  into  the 
ftream.  He  fucceeded  in  penetrating  to  the  fort, 
which  he  befieged,  but  the  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  the  fiegc.  I  learned  from  General 
Simcoe,  that  on  this  retreat  the  Englifh  troops 
loft  more  men  from  the  Indians  firing  on  them, 
than  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Americans.  We 
hatlted  on  the  fpot  where  Wood-creek  entirely 
ceafes  to  be  navigable,  very  near  to  its  fource. 

The  inn  of  Mr.  Sterney  was  full  of  people 

D  2  indifpofed 
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indifpofcd  with  the  ague.  The  whole  neighbo«r^ 
hood  was  crowded  with  others  in  the  fame  con- 
dition ;  and;  by  his  account,  numbers  of  travellers 
•re  daily  arriving,  who  have  not  eicaped  the  in- 
fluence of  thp  tinted  air  and  of  the  contagion, 
which  prevails  in  the  diftrift  of  GcnefTce.  Within 
this  ^&.  fortnight  the  flux  has  joined  tlie  fever, 
already  Sufficiently  dieadiul  in  Itfclf ;  it  rages  with 
all  the  violence  of  an  epidemical  dlfcafe,  and  car- 
ries off  a.  great  many  people.  At  every  door,  at 
which  we  flopped,  we  obferved  the  fame  yellow 
palen'els  in  every  fece,  and  received  the  fame  ac- 
counts. .  Having,  at  length,  reached  the  place  on 
the  river  Mohawk,  where  we  were  to  embark, 
we  found  Mr.  Renfelaer  in  a  fit  of  the  ague.  An 
hour  after,  arrived  the  mate  of  Mr.  Vanallcn's 
veffel,-  felzed  with  the  fame  illnefs,  and  laft  of  al! 
came  Dupetitthouars,  the  Hercules  of  our  party, 
complaining  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  head-ache,  and 
cold  ihiverings.  The  poor  man  had  felt  thefe  ,. 
fymptonis  thefe  two  days,  but  concealed  it  from 
me,  left  I  fliould  repeat  my  eameft  entreaties  to 
him,  not  to  undergo'  fuch  exceffive  fatigue.  Every' 
one  of  our  party,  who  felt  not  quite  fick,  began 
now  to  examine,  whether  he  were  not  deceived 
in  his  opinion  of  being  well;  the  fear  of  being  at- 
tacked by  the  universal  contagion  was  openly  con- 
fcfled;  and  the  whole  converfation  turned  upon 

the 
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the  means, of  efcaping  it,  on  the  moft  wholefome 
food,  and  the  beft  remedies.  Our  whole  day  was 
{pent  in  this  manner ;  fpr  our  veflels,  which  had 
iet  put  ^t  leven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  did  not 
arrive  until  nine  in  the  evening.  The  great  num- 
ber of  the  lick  in  the  country,  attention  to  the 
patients  of  our  own  party,  and  the  waiting  for 
the  veflels,  prevented  mp  from  coUeAing  infor- 
mation. What  little  intelligence  I  obtained  is  as 
follows  : — ^The  land  on  the  Mohawl?:  River  cofts 
five  dollars  an  acre.  The  iibttlers  in  this  town- 
Ihip,  which  was  formed  fix  or  i^ven  years  ago, 
come  moft  of  them  from  Conne6licut ;  among 
thefe  are  many  Methodifts,  Baptifts  ^nd  Epifco- 
palians;  but  the  major  part  are  Prefbyteriai^. 
Divine  feryice  is  performed  iji  private  houfes, 
and  pretty  regularly  attended ;  but  from  want  of 
preachers  all  the  prayers  are  read  iucceffivcly  by 
^  .member  of  the  congreptlon ;  and  in  this  con- 
^fts  the  whole  feryice, 

MAYER'S  TAVERN.—MOHAWK  RIVER. 

I  had  cherilhed  a  hope,  that  Dupctitthouars's 
fiifferings  would  be  finifhed  in  half  a  day,  and 
that  this  would  be  the  only  punifhment  for  the 
pxceffive  fatigue,  which  he  had  very  imprudently 
undergone.  But  the  ague  has  adually  made  its 
appearance,  with  all  the  iymptoms  which  charac- 

D  3  terizc 
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terize  this  malady.  <^  lituation  is  extremely 
luipleaiant,  unprovided  as  we  fire  with  any  mbaxa 
of  affirtance.  Although  cxhtiulttrd  by  tatigue, 
and  fcorched  by  the  fun,  trom  which  nothing 
can  protCfS  us  in  this  vexatious  vefi'el,  wc  have 
yet  not  been  in  a  bed  for  thefe  eight  days  paft. 
Independently  of  my  apprehenlion  for  my  com- 
panion, I  ijnotl:  devoutly  willi  to  fee  the  end  o{ 
this  pallage,  and  yet  our  arrival  in  Albany  is  con- 
tinually delayed  by  new  ob{l:ru<5tions.  The  navi- 
gation of  the  Mohawk  Kivcr  is  fortunately  not 
like  that  of  the  rivers,  we  have  palfed  lately.  Wc 
dcfcend  gently  with  the  rtream  ;  and  although  its 
channel  is  in  feme  places  obftruded  with  trees, 
yet  they  may  be  eafdy  cleared.  It  receives  many 
Irnall  crocks  and  fprings,  the  water  oi  which  is 
excellent ;  for  thefe  four  days  paft  wc  had  not  met 
"vvith  any  tolerable  water.  The  ibil  is  good  all 
along  the  way  we  have  travelled,  but  grows  bet- 
ter, in  proportion  as  you  proceed  to  a  greater  dif- 
tance  from  the  fourccof  the  llream.  The  fettle- 
ments-are  more  numerous,  efpcciallyon  the  right 
bank.  Ten  miles  farther  on,  they  begin  hhcwifc 
to  be  fo  on  the  left  bank ;  and  here  the  com- 
munication between  the  fettlers  on  both  fides 
is  kept  up 'by  wooden  bridges.  Ten  miles  from 
,  Fort  Stanwix,  the  price  of  land  is  from  five  to  fix 
doil^s  per  acre.    A  great  part  is  leafed  out  for. 

Hfe'; 
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Hfe ;  the  leflee  agfees  to  pay  the  proprietor  a  cer* 
tain  fum  per  acrc>  as  long  as  he  cultivates  it. 
The  leafe  is  generally  granted  for  three  Ihes, 
which  he  can  choofe  a:t  pleafure,  or  for  his  own 
life  and  the  lives  of  his  children.  The  man,  in 
whofe  houfe  We  breakfaftcd,  holds  one  hundred 
acres  by  this  tenure,  biit  not  from  the  firft  owner ; 
artd  thus  without  having  had  the  right  of  choof--  . 
iftg  the  lives,  the  duration  of  wl^ich  is  to  deter- 
rhine  the  period  of  his  leafe.  Only  nineteen  acres 
have  been  yet  cleared,  for  he  fettled  here  only 
fifteen  months  ago.  Ten  of  thefe  acres,  which 
are  foWti  with  wheat,  yield  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
fiv0  bulhels  an  acre ;  a  produce,  which  affords 
him  not  only  fubfiiftence,  but  alfo  a  iufficient  over- 
plus to  pay  his  rent. 

SCHUYLERTOWN.   , 

The  fettlcment  of  Schuylertown  is  the  moft 
confiderable  we  have  hitherto  feen,  fmce  we  left 
Wiikfbarre.     It  is  a  traft  of  country  populoufly 

• 

•  fettled,  rather  than  an  infant  fettlcment;  though 
its  occupation  commenced  but  in  1/85.  The 
land,  which  at  that  time  coil  a  few  pence  the 
acre,  and  three  years  ago  no  more  than  five  dol- 
lars, is  now  fold,  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
towii,  but  alfo  fifteen  miles  beyond  it,  for  nineteen 
or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.     General  Schuyler 
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and  Dr.  Blight  are  the  original  proprietors  of  a 
great  part  of  thefe  lands,  which  they  purchafed 
iirom  the  liate,  A  road  from  Albany  to  the  dif- 
tridi  of  Gencflce,  which  runs  by  this  town,  oc- 
cafions  a  number  of  perfons  to  pafs  this  way,  bcn 
fide  thofc  who  come  by  water.  Colonifts  from 
New  England  form  the  mofl:  confiderable  par^ 
of  the  population  of  this  rich  and  opulent  fettle- 
mcnt.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  yields,  per 
acre,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bulhels  of  grain. 
Day-labourers  are  eafily  obtained;  their  wagc| 
are  generally  four  fhiUings  a  day,  and  fix  Ihilli 
in  harveft.  Wheat  is  cut  with  the  fickle.  The 
harveft  turns  out  plentiful,  this  year;  and  the 
price  of  flour,  which  was  hitherto  nine  dollars  a 
barrel,  has  already  gotten  down.  The  inhabitants 
are  bufied  in  gathering  in  their  crops ;  and  the 
country  has  an  appeafance  of  profperity  and 
plenty. 

The  town  confifls  of  about  one  hundred  and 
ijfty  houfcs,  many  of  which  are  well  built ;  of 
two  churches,  one  belonging  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  other 
_to  members  of  the  Epifcopal  church.  The  other 
Jetfts  have  churches  in  the  furyounding  country. 
This  town  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Herke- 
mer,  which,  by  the  laft  computation,  contained 
^■enty-fiv.p  thoafaud  fi\-e  hundred  and  twenty- 
three 
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three  inhabitaots.*  Both  the  jail  and  court-? 
houfe  were  built  three  years  ago ;  and  rates  have,^ 
but  very  lately,  been  aflefled,  to  reirriburfe  the 
expence.  The  quotas  of  the  inhabitants  are  raifed 
on  the  fame  principles,  as  all  other  taxes,  and 
are  very,  trifling.  The  aggregate  fum  of  all  the 
taxes  anjounts  fcarcely  to  fixpence  in  the  pound, 
One  or  two  paupers,  lupported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, conftitute  the  whole  burthen  upon  the 
charity  of  the  townlhip.  The  roads  are  good  ; 
the  country  is  beautifully  pleafant,  and  almofl: 
entirely  cleared.  Cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers. Frefh  meat  may  be  had  at  all  tinies,  and 
^  f  ofts  fixpence  a  pound.  One  grift-mill  and  three 
faw-mills  within  a  fpace  of  four  miles  around 
the  town,  promote  its  profperity.  All  th^  pro- 
yifion,  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  country, 
in  ysrinter  is  fen^  to  Albany.  The  number .  of 
houfes  n^ay  be  augmented  in  the  town,  but  the 
profperous  and  flourifliing  condition  of  the  coun- 
try admits  of  hairdly  any  encreafe.  All  the  lands 
along  the  Mohawk  River  are  of  a  very  good  qua- 
lity;  the  uncleared  parts  bear  none  but  found 
and  large  trees,  and  the  ground  under  cultivation 

*  The  county  of  Herkemer  contains,  by  the  ftate  cenfus 
of  I7i)6,  twenty-five-  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  inhabitants,  of  whom  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fixty-one  are  eleftors. — Tranjlator^ 

Is 
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19  Extremely  prpduAive*  The  country  is  cvery-^ 
where  high,  healthful,  well  watered,  atid  doubt- 
lefs  6nc  of  the  fineft  parts  of  the  tJnited  States- 
Ititermittcnt  fevers  are  not  more  frequent  here, 
than  in  all  healthy  and  fettled  cotintries ;  few 
pc^foiis  are  afflided  with  that  diftempcr,  but  the 
^ux  is  at  this  time  making  feme  ravages  among 
the  inhabitants. 

GERMAN  FJLATS. 

The  -German  Flats  are  ftill  niore  beautiful, 
than  the  country  about  SchuyleftoWn,  Thi» 
cftablifliment  was  formed  about  eighty  years  ago* 
Dutchmen  and  Germans  were  the  firft  fettlers. 
Since  that  time  other  families  from  Germany  and 
Holland  have  joined  the  ancient  colonifts,  and 
numerous  fettlers  continue  to  arrive  from  thofe 
parts,  as  well  as  other  European  countries.  The 
German  tongue  and  German  manners  have  been 
p^eferved  among  the  families  of  the  original 
planters.  Yet  this  language  is  not  exclusively  the 
fpeech  of  the  diftrid:,  as  in  Reading  and  Lancafter. 
The  German  Flats  are  famous  throughout  Ame- 
rica, on  account'  of  their  fertility.  The  fruitful 
foil  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  depth ;  the 
Eminences,  which  bound  thefe  low  grounds,  pof- 
fcfs  the  fame  foil ;  many  of  them  arc  high  moun- 
tains, cultivated  up  to  the  fummits,  which  in 

fome 
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ibme  places  are  crowned  with  beautiful  meadows. 
The  ftaple  commodity  is  wheat;  but  Indian* 
corn,  buck- wheat,  water-melons,  and  gourds,  arc 
alfo  cultivated.  All  plants  ard  here  of  an  unc^om- 
mon  fize,  and  a  peculiar  flavour,  efpecially  pota- 
toes, -They  are  my  favourite  food,  when  I  am 
on  a  journey ;  efpecially  at  prefent,  whpn  they 
are  the  only  frefti  vegetables,,  which  can  be  had. 
Moreover,  they  feem  to  be  prophylaxies  in  the 
fcbrific  atmofphere,  in  which  we  are  travelling. 
Some  lands'  in  the  Flats,  clofe  to  the  river, 
w^ould  not  be  fold  for  lefs  than  one  hundred,  or 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  Cattle  ' 
Me  here  neither  numerous  nor  of  a  fine  breeds 
Ilorfes  are.  reared  in  the  greateft  number ;  but 
thofe  I  have  feen  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty  j 
feveral  of  them  are  put  to  a  waggon  by  the  far-* 
mers.  The  harveft  is  uncommonly  plentiful; 
and  it  is  here  fpeedily  houfed,  as  labourers  may 
be  eafily  procured.  But,  what  a  difference  be- 
tween the  grave  alTiduity  of  this  people,  and  the 
cheerful,  merry,  and  melodious  activity  of  out 
reapers  in  France  !  The  harveft  is  and  was  there 
a  feaft,  a  time  of  pleafure  as  of  bleffings.  AU 
were  content.  Old  people  and  children,  man 
and  wife,  young  men  and  girls,  all  participated 
in  this  univerfal,  real,  noify,  and  contagious 
mirth,  which,  far  from  interrupting  the  labour, 

inlpiiiicd 
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jnfpirited  the  labourers  to  greater  zeal  and  excr-? 
tion.  The  time  of  hay-making  and  the  vintage 
1 — wtiat  an  univcrfai joy,  charming  giddinefs,  and 
delightful  fpci5taclc,  did  they  not  afford,  fit  to 
cnrapturp  the  oldcft  brcaft  !  What  nation  under-, 
flaiids  better  to  enjoy  happlncfs,  than  the  amiable 
French  }  Ah  !  am  I  never  to  celebrate  a  harveft-  , 
home  but  on  a  foreign  foil  ? 

The  corn  in  the  German  Flats,  although  un- 
commonly £nc,  would  be  ftill  finer,  if  the  fields 
were  cultivated  with  more  care  ;  the  farmers  ge- 
nerally negle<£l  to  free  them  from  weeds  in  fpring. 
I^'oxipus  plants  fhoot  up,  therefore,  more  copi- 
oully,  in  proportion  as  the  ibil  is  richer,  and  ob- 
flruiil  the  growth  of  the  com.  The  form  of  the 
Jiclds,  the  expanfe  of  the  bants  of  the  river,  and 
the  fweUing  hills  and  mountains,  offer  a  delight- 
ful variegated  profpedi,  the  charms  of  which  ar« 
heightened  by  the  numerous  buildings  inter- 
fperfed,  of  various  forms  and  colours.  To  an  ex- 
tent of  tvvelve  or  fifteen  miles,  the  right  bank 
forms  an  uninterrupted  village,  of  a  confiderablc 
depth.  Fevers  are  not  frequent  here ;  but  the 
flux  carries  off,  at  prefent,  numbers  of  people. 
The  heat  is  in  truth  exceffive,  and  the  fun,  which 
darts  piercing  rays,  remains  long  above  the  hori- 
zon. The  heat  is  altogether  intolerable,  cxpofed 
as  wc  are  to  it  in  an  open  vcffel ;  and  the  pights 
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arfe  nearly  as  troublefbme  as  the  days.  Never  are 
they  cooled  by  the  flighteft  breeze,  and  they  are 
ftill  warm  with  the  fultry  heat  of  the  preceding 
day,  when  the  fiin  rifes  again.  This  is  the  hot- 
left  weather,  I  have  ever  experienced.  My  ther-' 
.  mometer  ftands  im  the  Ihade  generally  at  ninety - 
three  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty- feven  one- 
ninth  Reaumur). 

THE  CANAL  AND  LITTLE  FALLS  TOWNSHIP.— 

PALATINE. 

Seven  miles  from  the  German  Flats  are  the 
Little  Falls,  which  again  occaiion  a  land-carriage 
of  three- fourths  of  a  mile.  Thefe  falls  are  mere 
violent  rapids ;  feveral  rocks  of  different  ilze  nar- 
row  the  channel  of  the  ftream  ;  the  confequent 
agitation  of  the  water  occafions  a  foam,  and  in- 
terrupts the  navigation.  The  adjacent  couiltry, 
two  miles  above  and  below  the  rapids,  is  alfo  full 
of  rocks.  The  foil  is  landy,  fwampy,  and  rocky ; 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  Ipot,  a  ftain  of  the  fineft 
country  ^in  the  world.  Immediately  after  you 
have  pafled  this  vein  of  ftone,  the  land  is  again 
as  beautiful  and  fertile  as  before. 

For  thefe  three  years  paft,  the  people  have  been 
bufied  in  conftru<5ling  a  canal,  which  runs  along 
the  banks  of  the  rapids,  and  is  intended  to  re- 
move the  impediments,  that  interrupt  the  navi- 
gation. 
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gation.  A  company  of  gentlemen  of  confider- 
able  property,  fupported  by  a  great  number  of 
fubfcribers,  have  entered  upon  this  undertaking, 
and  but  very  lately  obtained  a  powerful  aid  froni 
the  Lcgiflature  of  the  State  of  New  York/which 
has  fubfcribed  largely  for  thistenterprife.  "The 
canal,  it  is  aiferted,  is  to  be  finifhed  this  year ;  and 
we  are  aflured,  that  it  will  be  accomplilhcd  very 
fbon.  The  work  is,  however,  in  my  judgment, 
but  little  advanced ;  although  the  whole  length 
amounts  to  no  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile ; 
the  progrefi  is  very  flow ;  and  a  rock  is  to  be  cut 
through.  The  ftones,  which  are  dug  out,  are 
partly  made  ufe  of  for  erefting  a  wall  three  feet 
jin  height  on  both  fides  of  the  canal.  This  wall 
is  again  covered  with  earth,  which  is  alio  thrown 
againft  it  on  both  fides,  fo  that  it  forms  a  dam, 
the  top  of  which  is  eight  feet*  in  width,  and  the 
flope  about  thirty.  As  neither  mortar  nor  any 
other  cement  is  ufed  in  ercdling  the  wall,  it  re- 
mains with  me  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the 
water  will  not  find  its  way  through  tjie  dam, 
and  do  mifchief.  At  the  beginning  of  the  canal 
two  locks  have  been  conftrufted,  which  are  com- 
pletely finiflied,  except  that  the  doors  arc  not  yet 
hung.'  Thefe  locks  are  built  ail  of  wood,  the 
foundation  as. well  as  the  fides,  and  the  workman- 
ihipb  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  very  good ; 

but 
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but  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  why  no  fioncs  are 
made  ufe  of  in  the  conftruftion  of  this  work,  ds 
tiiey  abound  in  the  ftirrounding  country.  Two 
hujidred  and  fifty  w  orkmcn  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed at  the  canal,  who  receive  each  lix  Ihil- 
ling^  a  day,  withgut  board.  Theft  workmen  are 
divided  into  certain  cojnpanies;  a  great  number 
qf  them  are  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood^ 
but  many  are  ^l(b  Jriihmen  newly  arrived^  imy 
Irilh  convids,  whoft  condu<ft  is  fef  from  being 
beneficial  to  the  countty. 

The  town  of  Little  FalU  confifts  of  about  fifty 
well-built  houfes.  A  corn-mill  of  an  excellent 
conftrudlion,  and  a  ;faw-mill,  have  beep,  ere^fted 
on  theft  rapids. 

After  a  navigation  of  twenty  miles,  our  'Squire 
ftopped  near  a  houfe,  which,  by  his  account,  w^ 
fully  adequate  to  indemnify  us  for  the  inconvc- 
niencics  we  Ija.d  fuftained  the  preceding  nights. 
But  nothing  iat  all  was  to  be  had ;  a  whole  hour 
elapfed  before  we  were  able  to  obtain  a  bed  for 
Dupetitthouars,  whofe  illnefs  grew  conflantly 
worft.  The  floor  was  affigned  to  us  for  a  refting 
place  ;  more  we  could  not  obtain.  This  place 
belongs  to  the  townlhip  of  Palatine  ;  it  is  feated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  poflefiTes  the  fame 
foil,  and  the  fame  honeft,  flow,  and  dirty  Ger- 
mans for  inhabitants.  This  fettlement  was  form- 
ed, about  feventy  years  ago. 

SKENECTADY. 
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SKENfeCTADY. 

My  patient  felt  much  relieved  dtcr  an  «mfttid 
1  had  given  him  the  precediiig  evfenitig ;  W<i 
were  obliged  to  wake  him  at  four  o'clock,  a$ 
we  wiftied  to  arrive  at  an  early  hour  at  Skene^dy ^ 
The  day  pa{red>  in  regard  to  our  patient,  bcttei* 
than  we  expefted,  as  we  entered  the  port  with- 
out his  having  Been  attacked  by  another  fit  of  the 
fever.  We  had,  therefore,  ground  to  hopd,  that 
the  dreadful  fits,  which  he  had  fuftained,  were 
merely  the  conlequences  pf  exceflive  fatiguev  We 
ftopped  at  Canalmgi,  which  is  toother  German 
Settlement.  The  information  above  detailed  ap- 
plies likewife  to  this  place,  even  in  regard  to  the 
prices  of  commodities.  Water-melons  and  gourds 
are  here  alfo  fown,  either  with  Indian  com,  or 
by  themfelves,  and  af e  employed  to  great  advan- 
tage in  feeding  the  cattle,  during  the  five  or  fix 
months  in  which  they  muft  necefifarily  be  kept 
in  the  fl:able.  The  Heflian  fly  is  yet  unknown 
in  this  fortunate  country.  ^  The  land  is  fo  good, 
as  not  to  fi:and  in  need  of  manure.  The  preient  \ 
occupier  has  lived  thirty-four  years  on  this  eftate, 
and  never  laid  dung  on  more  than  fix  acres  of  his 
lands,  which  he  manured  thirty,  years  ago  very 
flightly. 

After  having  pafiTed  the  fettlement,  which  for- 
merly 
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iAerly  belonged  to  W.  Johnston,  ancient  Eng- 
klh   Direftor-general   of  Indian   affairs,   whofe 
eftates  were  confifcated  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
{i;itioH,  becAuie  he  declared  hiiiifelf  againft  the 
Americans,  we  at  length  reached  Skeneftady, 
the  end  of  our  navigation.     Johnttown  is  the 
capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery ,  which  con- 
tains about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.  Skencc- 
tady  is  a  fmall  town,  as  old  as  Albany,  and  con- 
taining moiUy  old  houfes,  built  in  the  Dutch  flyle, 
which  give  it  altogether  the  appearance  of  an  an- 
cient European  city^,   The  Mohawk  River,  which 
is  here  clofely  hemmed  in,  takes  a  large  fweep  in 
.  the  vicinity  of  this  town  ;  and  a  cataraft  renders 
the  navigation  impoflible.     You'  here  quit  the 
:  veflel,  and  proceed  by  land  to  Albany,     The  pof- 
:  fibility  of  conftruifting  a  canal,  by  which  the  falls 
as  well  as  other  impediments  of  the  navig^oh  of 
tkic  Mohawk  River  may  be  avoided,  is  Icknow- 
ledged  on  ail  hands ;  and  plans,  it  is  aflertcd,  are 
in  contemplation,  to  facilitate  the  painful  pafTage 
wehavejufl  made,  and  tofiiperfede  the  neceffity 
of  occafional   land-carriage.     This  would  be  a 
great  and  ufeful  undertaking,  equally  honourable 
and  advantageous  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
Veffels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen,  it  is 
{fad,  might  be  employed  in  this  navigatioti,  which 
would  thus  become  an  outlet,  far  preferable  to 
.  Vol  II.  E .  ^         that 
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tlwJfeof  thcRirqr  St.  lAwrcncc^  which  acJmiteo^ 
.  pnljr  boats  of  three  ox  four  tpn»  burthen-  Wo 
bi;snrd  it  reported  in  Upper  Canadau.  it  is  true^  that 
y^ih  m  cxpence  of  one  milUon  two  hqndredi 
thQvAnd  ppuf^ds  fterling  an  nnintcamipted  navi^- 
g9^pn  might  b^;  open^  from  Londpn  to  NiagcurA^ 
^t  indcpcndqitjy  of  one  nuUion  two  hundr^ 
^ufand  ppivids  fberling^  being  a  pretty  large 
$iM3a,  thcj  wholes  projc<5k  is  the  work  of  an  advean 
turer,  whofe  wiihe?  are  eafily  cc»vexted  into 
hppe^  aii^d  whpfe  hppes  fpeedily  nxsiiturc  to  opi- 
pions,  th^;  cppronepufiiQls  of  which  fr^ueatly  time 
qnly  developes. 

The  infprmatipip^^  whi<?h  I  wjas.  able  to  cdile<% 
re^edting  Skene<3^dy,  is  ^  foltows^  The.  fettle- 
xjaent  was  ori^a^y  fornied  by  Brabanters,  in  the 
year  16Q2 :  but  in  later  times  mofl:  of  the  eolo- 
nifta  arrived  from  New  England ;  and  fo.  they  ' 
do  at  ]g|;efent.  Two  thirds  of  the  territory  of 
Skene<Sfeady/ which  comprife^  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  fquape  miles,  are  already  cleared; 
the  good  foil  is  five  feet,  and  oja  emuiences  two 
feet  in  depth  ;  good  land  yields  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  bulhels  of  wheat  an  acre ;  land  of  in-? 
ferior  quality  from  twelve  to  fifteen ;  agriculture, 
as  well  as  the  price  of  pi:ovifion,  is  much  the 
&me  as  in  the  more  advanced  parts  ;  winter  laflis, 
ip  regard  to  agricultural  operations,  from  Novem- 
ber 
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ber  till  April ;  the  grain  fufFcr*  but  very  fcldom, 
and  in  a  trifling  degree,  from  the  Heflian  fly; 
and  from  blights ;  the  climate  is  healthy ;  thfe 
ulual  mart  fc*  the  produ<9:iott  of  the  country  ts 
Albiiny.  The  Epifcopal  is  the  prevalent  religion ; 
although  the  town  c6tttaitts  alfb  a  church  for 
German  Lutherans,  atid  one  for  Prefbyterians. 
The  Gerttiahd  ^were  alfo  the  mofl:  liberal  benefac- 
tors to  the^iriftitittion  of  a  college,  which  was  iSn- 
coi^poi-ated  laft  year  (i794),  and  the  property  of 
which,  raifed  by  lubfcfiptidtis  and  other  means, 
amounts  alreddy  to  forty-two  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars,  and  one  thousand 
fix  hundred  acres  of  land,  given  by  the  ftates*. 

Skcneftady  is  the  emporium  as  well  for  the 
provifion,  which  comes  down  the  Mohawk  River, 
deiigned  for  Albany,  as  for  the  merchandize, 
which  from  the  ftores  at  Albany  is  tranfmitted 
to  the  countries,  interfered  by  the  Mohawk  River 
and  other  ftreams,  flowing  into  the  former  as  far 
as  the  diflrift  of  Geneflee.  The  townfliip  of  Ske- 
n^iftady  contains  about  three  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred foulsf .     It  is  the  frontier-town  of  the  couifty 

*  The  college,  alluded  to  by  the  Author,  is  Union  Col- 
lege, which  took  its  name  from  the  union  of  various  deno- 
minations of  Chriftians  in  its  eftablifliment.  The  faculty 
of  this  college  confifted,  in  1797,  of  the  prefident  and  one 
tutbfy  and  the  number  of  fludents  was  thiity-feven. — Trarjl. 

t  By  the  State  Cenfus  of  1796,  the  townlhip  of  Ske- 

E2  ncfitady 
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o£  Albaay  towards  Montgomery.  The  capital 
of  this  county  is  Albany ;  the  county  of  Albany 
contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  of 
whom  two  thoufand  £ve  hundred  are  flaves. 
.  In  Skcne<3ady  we  took  our  leave  of  Mr,  Vanal- 
Ien>  who^  in  addition  to  thf  civilities  ihewn  us 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  voydge^  deeUnipd  alio 
to  accept  any  money  for  our  paiTage,  on  the  m- 
genious  pretence^  that^  as  we  carried  our  piovi-^ 
iions  with  us^  we  had  not  in  the  leaf):  encreaied 
his  cxpcnce;  We  remain^  therefore^^  in  many  re- 
fpe&s,  under  great  obligations  to  this  gentleman* 
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TOUR  TO  ALBANY. 

i 

Mti  Vanallen  had  buiinefs  to  tranfa6t  in  Ske- 
nc<3:ady,  and  we  wilhed  to  reach  Albany  as  foon 
as  ppffiblc.  A  ftable-keepcr  engaged  to  carry  us 
the  fame  night  to  Albany,  though  it  was  already 
late  ;  we  took  accordingly  our  feats  in  his  wag- 
gon, bolftcred  with  ftraw.  About  four  miles 
from  SkeneAady ,  the  driver  informed  us,  that  he 
could  not  proceed  farther.  Grumbling,  we  lub- 
mitted,  therefore,  to  the  neceflity  of  taking  up 
our  night's  lodging  in  a  bad  inn,  where,  as  fbon 
as  Dupetitthouars  had  occupied  the  only  bed 

^neSady  Contains  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
f wo  inhabitants,  of  whom  fix  hundred  and  eighty-three  arc 
ifeleAors,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  flaves. — TranJIi 
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i^hich  was  in  the  houle,  I  entered  into  a  conver- 
sation with  the  landlord  and  our  driver,  which 
turned  upon  politics,  the  univerfal  topic  in  this 
pountry.  Since  we  have  fet  foot  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  we  find  newfpapers  in  every 
village.  My  new  acquaintances  were  people  of 
uncouth  manners,  and  without  the  kaft  educa- 
tion ;  but  their  opinions  were  juft  and  fenfible, 
and  ,their  judgments  extremely  corrciS:.  They' 
manifefted  a  ftrong  attachpient  to  France,  and 
moft  eameftly  wiiQied  her  fiiccefs.  They  hate 
England,  confide  in  their  Prefident,  and  fpeak  of 
De  la  Fayette  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  This 
wiiverfdl  attachment  of  the  Americans  to  De  la 
Fayette,  and  the  grateful  fentiments  of  him  ex- 
preiled  by  all  without  exception,  though  in  the 
cour(e  of  the  French  Revolution  he  afted  a  part 
not  approved  by.  all,  refute  in  a  forcible  manner 
the  charge  of  levity  and  ingratitude  frequently 
preferred  againft  the  Americans.  "  May  he  come/* 
iaid  a  man  to  u&  this  morning  who  was  ridings 
on  horfeback  by  the  fide  of  our  carriage,  *'  May 
the  Marquis  come,  we  will  make  him  rich.  It 
is  through  him  that  France  made  us  free  ;  never 
fliall  we  be  able  to  do  fo  much  for  him,  as  he  has 
4one  for  us.'* 

After  a  three  hours*  journey  through  a  country, 
which  IS  much  like  the  woods  of  Anjou,  fandy, 
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covered  with  feni>  .*nd  bearing  nolle  but  fickly 
trees,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Albany. 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.    - 

The  minerals  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Al-^ 
bany,  and  the  earth^^  with  which  they  axe  cover- 
ed, are  much  the  fame  as  in  the  diibi£t  of  Gc- 

* 

neflee,  and  in  Upper  Canada.  The  rocka  about 
the  fort,  as  well  as  near  the  rapids  and  watcr-f 
fall,  confiil  of  an  imperfect  granite,  feldoni  in* 
terfperfed  with  miea ;  from  time  to  time  you 
imeet  vnth  flate  of  a  coarfe  grain. 

On  the  banks  of  Wood-creek  I  icarcely  faw 
any  ftones  at  all;  the  ground  is  immerfcd  in 
water  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  during  this  tcdi-^ 
,ous  and  winding  paffage  none  come  in  view. 
The  water-fall  in  Mohawk  River  (Little  Falls) 
breaks  through  a  chain  of  granite  rocks,  that  are 
obferVable  in  all  parts  of  this  fmall  barren  fpot, 
which,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  is  a  difgracc 
to  the  rich  furrounding  CQuntry..  In  the  town* 
fliip  of  Palatine  lime-ftone  is  found  of  a  very  good 
quality.  Two  wide  terraces  of  earth,  which 
bound  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk,  and  form 
ite  banks,  are  the  moft  remarkable  appearance 
upon  that  river.  The  banks  of  the  Conne<9:icut, 
it  is  aflerted,  offer  the  fame  ftriking  profped. 

As  to  the  different  fpecies  of  trees,  I  have  had 

biit 
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but  little  leifure  to  oblerve  them,  hot  having  been 
on  Ihprc  oftener  than  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  and 
never  but  for  a  feW  moments.  They  feem  to 
|>e  much  the  fame  as  in  the  diftrift  bf  Geneflce. 

ALBANY. 

Albany  is  one  of  the  moft  tocient  fettlcmeftts 
in  North  America ;  it  was  formed^in  the  ye&* 
1660  ;  and  the  towii  incorporated  in  id^O.  Thd 
hiftory  of  thi^  city,  which  occurs  ih  all  descrip- 
tions of  the  tJnited  States,  I  Ihall  pafs  over  in  fi4 
lence.  It  is  feated  one  hundred  and  fixty-five 
miles  frqm  New  York,  has  a  harbour,  and  a  vety 
^tenfiyc  trade.  Ships  of  eighty  tons  burthen 
fail  up  to  the  town ;  and  the  trade  is  carried  oil 
in  veflels  of  this  fize.  A  fort  of  fand-bank,  thre# 
iniles  belovv^  Albany,  renders  the  navigation  rathef 
difficult ;  yet  it  is  eafily  cleared  with  the  affift-? 
mice  of  pilots  acquainted  with  it,  and  no  Ihip 
arrives  without  one  of  them  on  board.  This 
Impediment,  it  is  afferted,  might  eafily  be  it^ 
moved  at  a  trifling  expence  ;  and  Ihips  of  a  much 
larger  fize  might  then  anchor  hear  the  city.  The 
navigation  of  the  river  from  the  North  coxmtry  is 
Open  frorifi  the  middle  of  April  until  the  middle 
^f  Noveinber.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  chiefly 
f^Mried  on  with  the  produce  of  the  Mohawk  coun- 
tty>  atnd  extends  ea^ward  as  far  as  agriculture  and 
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cultivated  lands  expand.  The  ftate  of  Vermont; 
and  a  part  of  New  Hampfhire^  fumifh  alfo  many 
articles  of  trade  ;  and  the  exports  chiefly  confift 
in  timber  and  lumber  of  every  fort  and  defcrip-^ 
tion,  potatoes,  potafli  and  pearl-aQies,  all  fpecies 
of  grain,  and  laftly  in  manufactured  goods.  Thefe 
articles  are,  moft  of  them,  tranfported  to  Albany 
in  winter  on  fledges,  houjfed  by  the  merchajita,. 
and  by  them  fucceffively  tranfmitted  to  New 
York,  where  they  are  either  fold  for  bills,  on  Eng-: 
land,  or  exchanged  for  Englifh  goods,  which  are 
in  return  ient  from  Albany  to  the  provinces^ 
whence  the  articles  for  exportation  were  drawn, 
Bufinefs  is^  therefore,  carried  on  entirely  with 
ready  money,  and  efpecially  in  regard  to  pot-afh ; 
not  even  the  mofl:  fubflantial  bills  are  accepted 
in  payment.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  carried  on 
in  ninety  .vefTels,  forty-five  of  which  belong  to 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  refl  to  New  York 
or  other  places.  They  are  in  general  of  feventy 
tons  burthen,  and  make  upon  the  average  ten 
voyages  a  year,  which,  on  computing  the  freights 
outwards  and  homewards,  produces  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand  tons  of  fhipping 
for  the  trade  of  Albany.  Every  fhip  is  navigated 
by  four  men ;  the  mafler  is  paid  twenty  dollars 
a  month,  if  he  have  no  Ihare  in  the  fhip,  the  mate 
fifteen,  and  a  feaman  nine.     There  is  alfo  genci 
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rally  a  cabin-boy  on  board,  or  more  frequently  a 
cook,  as  few  Ihips  have  lefs  than  eight  paflengers 
on  board,  either  coming  up  or  going  down.  The 
freight  of  goods  is  ufually  one  fliilling  a  hundred 
weight ;  bvit  this  varies,  according  to  their  value^ 
Qr'  the  room  they  occupy. 

The  trade  of  Albany  is  very  fafe,  but  feems  not 
to  be  very  profitable.  The  neat  proceeds  of  a 
voyage  amount  upon  an  average  to  about  one 
liuhdred  dollars,  which  makes  for  the  whole  year 
one  thoufand  dollars  for  a  fliip,  a  profit  by  no 
ineans  confiderable.  If  you  add  to  this  the  money 
paid  by  paflengers  for  their  paflage,  which  amounts 
tp  ten  fliillings  a  head,  making  from  feventeen  to 
twenty  dollars  a  voyage,  and  from  one  hundred 
and  feventy  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  ten 
voyages,  which  are  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
the  whole  yields  but  a  very  moderate  profit,  which 
is  however  encreafe^  by  the  fale  of  the  goods. 
This  is  as  yet  the  ufual  way  in  which  trade  is  car- 
ried on  by  this  city  ;  it  deprives  the  merchants 
of  Albany  of  a  confiderable  profit,  and  throws  it 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  of  New  York.  Some  of 
the  former  undertake  indeed  voyages  to  England, 
Holland,  and  other  countries ;  but,  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  charter  New  York  veflels.  Thefe  are 
the  bolder  people ;  and  are  called  men  of  the 
new  notions,  but  their  number  is  fmalL 

The 
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The  ancient  cufboms  and  confined  vie^  of  di^ 
timid,  yet  oovetou9«  Dntchmen^  have  ctyrefiiK^ 
been  preferred  in  this  city.  No  (hip  ikils  fiopdf 
Albany  diredUy  to  Europe  ;  and  yet  proyificm  » 
fent  thither  from  this  place.  It  is  evident  t^iat;^ 
if  the  inhabitants  v^ould  take  themfelves  tho 
trouble  of  exporting  their  produce,  they  if^xmld 
fave  ufeleis  intereft,  the  retum-fireight,  and  double 
commiffion,  and  would  obtain  employqient  for 
their  Ihips  during  the  time,  when  the  iiavigatioq: 
to  the  north,  is  fhut  up  by  ice.  Ideas  of  this  com* 
plexion  begin  to  dawn  upon  the  nqinds  of  ibmQ 
merchants,  and  will,  no  doubts  produce  advanr/ 
tageous  changes.  Froni  the  fame  habituaj  apathjr 
the  merchants  of  Albany  relinquifh  the  trade  ini 
horfos  and  mules,  great  numbers  of  Mfhich  arc 
reared  in  the  lieighbourhood,  to  the  Connefticiut 
merchants,  who  purchafe  and  export  them  witl^ 
confiderable  profit  to  the  Antilles. 

The  building  of  Ihips  cofts  in  Albany  about 
twenty-feven  dollars  and  half  per  ton.  The  lhip& 
are  all  fir-built,  and  laft  about  ten  years.  Experi- 
ments have  been  made,  which  prove,  that  fhij^a 
built  of  dry  and  well  feafoned  timber,  laft  thirt^r 
years  and  upwards.  The  trade  of  Albany  growa^ 
daily  more  extenfive  ;  and  the  number  of  ihops. 
and  fliips  is  increafing  faft.  Two  new  towns, 
built  five  or  fix  yearS  ago,  a  few  miles  above  Al*^ 
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ba^y,  Qn  the  northern  hai^  of  the  river,  fhare  in 
^his  trade.  Theic  two  towns,  which  have  rapidly 
rafied  themielves  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  im-? 
portance,  and  are  but  three  or  four  miles  diftant 
from  each  other,  carry  on  the  fainnie  trade  as  Al- 
bany with  about  twenty- five  or  thirty  veflels, 
which  belong  to  them,  draw  from  the  back  coun- 
try the  produ6lions  of  thefe  fruitful  proyinpesi, 
trahfmit  them  to  New  York,  take  in  return  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  fiipply  with  them  thofe  parts, 
which  were  formerly  liipplied  from  Albany.  The 
greater  diftance,  however,  and  lels  depth  of  water  > 
are  circumftances  unfavourable  to  thefe  new 
towns.  The  freight  thence  to  Albany  is  two- 
pence per  barrel ;  their  largeft  Ihips  arc  bnly  of 
fixty  tons  burthen,  and  generally  cannot  take  on 
board  more  than  half  their  cargo,  the  remain- 
der of  which  they  receive  from  lighters,  which 
attend  them  for  that  purpofe  in  the  vicinity  of 
Albany  •  Yet,  they  continue  their  trade,  encreafe 
daily,  and  will  probably  animate  Albany  to  greater 
boldnefs  and  a6livity.  New  City  contains  about 
fixty  or  feventy  ftores  or  /hops,  and  Troy  fifty  or 
fixty.  Thefe  new-fettled  merchants  all  profper, 
and  their  number  is  daily  encreafmg.  The  mer- 
chants of  Albany,  it  is  reported,  view  this  grow- 
ing profperity  of  their  neighbours  with  an  evil 
eye,  ana  confider  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
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their  native  rights.  If  this  be  true,  the  jcalonfy 
of  the  merchants  of  Albany  muft  be  the  refult  of 
,  their  ignorance  an4  confined  views.  The  pior 
vinces,  which  contribute  their  produce  to  fupport 
this  trade,  are  yet  far  from  having  attaii^ed  to  th? 
higheft  d^gr^e  of  cultivation ;  many  pai^s,  equally 
proper  for  th^it  purpofe^  are  but  little  cultivated ; 
and  others  yet  imcleared.  Towns  will  be  built 
ftill  fairthcr  northwards  than  Troy  and  New  City  ; 
others  will  be  erefted  even  oi^  the  weilem  $dc  oC 
the  river,  while,  at  the  f^tne  tinie,  the  greatei; 
number  of  fettlements  and  encr^afe4  population;^' 
will  augment  the  produce  aijd  wants^  and  cverj; 
town,  whether  ancient  or  new,  experience  a©  ii\* 
creafe  of  bufinefs  beyojid  what  it  will  be  able 
to  do.. 

Albany  contains  fix  thouiand  inhabitants,  twc^ 
thoufand  of  whom  ar^.  ilaves,  as  the  laws  of  the, 
State  of  New  York  permit  flayery^  .The  old 
houfcs  are  built  iij  t;he  Putcb  flyle,  with  the. 
gable-end  to  the  ftreet ;  the  pyramidal  part  rifmg, 
in  fteps,  ^d  terminating  in  a  chijor^n^y  decorated, 
with  figures,  or  in  fome  iron  pjippets.  All  the. 
buildings,  which  have  beep,  eredled  within  thefe. 
laft  ten  years,  are  conftrufted  of  bricks  in  the. 
Englifli  ftylc,  wide  and  large. 

The  revenue  of  the  city  amounts  to  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  dollars  a  year.     It  poffcflcs  a, 
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great  quantity  of  land  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tty>  and  alio  fells  the  quays  on  the  river  at  two 
dollars  and  half  per  foot,  and  a  ground-rent  of 
one  Ihilling,  which  is  irredeemable.  This  re- 
venue is  partly  owing  to  the  economy  of  the  ad- 
miniftrators,  w^ho  have  hitherto  endeavoured  ra- 
ther to  enrich  the  city  than  to  embellilh  it,  and 
render  it  more  convenient.  The  fenate  is,  at 
.  prcfcnt,  Gompofed  of  young  men,  who  promile 
to  take  care  of  thefe  articles.  But,  from  the 
ignorance,  apathy,  and  antiquated  ideas,  which 
prevail  in  this  city,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended, 
left  the  reiults  of  their  exertions  Ihould  prove 
bat  very  trifling  for  a  long  time  to  come.  I  al- 
moft  incline  to  think,  that  young  people  here  arc 
old  born. 

A  bank,  which  was  inftituted  here  four  years 
ago>  promotes  the  trade  of  Albany ;  it  confifts  of 
fix  hundred  fhares  of  four  hundred  dollars  each, 
only  half  of  which  have  .hitherto  been  paid.  The 
yearly  dividend  is  nine  per  cent,  befides  what  is 
deduced  for  the  expence  of  the  building  in  which 
the  bank  is  kept. 

There  is  in  Albany  a  Dutch  Lutheran  church 
of  a  Gothic  and  very  peculiar  conftruftion  ;  the 
Epifcopalians,  Preftjyterians,  German  Proteftants, 
and  Methodifts,  poflcfs  alfo  churches  in  this  town. 

The  price  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
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IS  from  fixty-thrcc  to  levcnty-fivc  dollars  per  Bdt^^ 
Some  lands  near  the  river  are  ftill  dearer.  Theft 
are  remarkably  good ;  but  thofe^  which  are  iituated 
more  backwards,  are  but  of  a  middling  quality* 
Agriculture  is  not  attended  to  with  peculiar  care; 
the  farms  lie  half  in  grafs  and  half  in  com.  No 
country  had  ever  ilronger  incitements  to  perfeA 
its  ^iculture  and  induftry ;  for  none  was  evcf 
fiimilhed  with  outlets  more  fafe  and  lefi  cctxfeA** 
five. 

Some  manufadrories  have  been  eflabliihed  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  among  which  h 
a  glafs-houfe,  in  wjiich  both  window  glals  and 
bottles  are  made.  The  former  is  pretty  finooth> 
and  the.  manufadory  is  .carried  on  with  much  ac-» 
tivity.  Mr.  Caldhowell  poflefles  alfo  near  the 
town  extenfive  works,  where  tobacco,  muflard^ 
ftarch,  and  cocoa-mills,  are  turned  by  water,  and 
even  every  acceflbry  labour  is  performed  by  the 
aid  of  water  machinery*.  The  tobacco-mill  isr 
the  moft  important  part  of  thefe  works ;  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  poundy  are  yearly 

« 

*  Thefe  valuable  works,  which 'are  decidedly  fuperior  to' 
^ny  of  the  kind  in  America,  are  fituated  one  mile  north  of 
the  city,,  in  the  fuburbs.     The  ingenious  proprietor,  whofe 
true  name  is  James  Caldwell,  has  obtained  a  patent  for  , 
the  invention  of  the  water  machinery,  which  is  truly  ad- 
TSaNhlt.'^TranJlator. 
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inanufaaured^  Laft  fummer  ( J\ily  1 794)  a  com- 
plete fet  of  fimilar  works  having  been  confumed 
by-  fire,  Mr,  Caldwell's  friends  immediately  open- 
ed- a  lo^ji  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  at  the  bank, 
and  the  legiflative  body  of  New  York  refolved 
alfo  laft  feffion  to  affift  him  with  a  fum  of  the 
fame  amount.  I  am*  to  add  in  honour  of  Mr. 
CJ^dweU,  with  whom  I  am  not  acquainted,  that 
nearly  all  the  labouring  people  in  the  city,  in 
coniequence  of  this  unfortunate  accident,  fub- 
fqribed  feveral  days*  labour,  as  a  voluntary  con- 
tribution to  the  re-cpnftruiJlion  of  thefe  works, 
which  are  truly  grand  and  beautiful.  They  give 
employment  and  flibfillence  to  fifty  peribns,  fome 
of  whom  receive  Ojtie  hundred  dollars  a  year  ; 
children,  mne  years  old,  can  earn  from  fix  fliil- 
lings  to  one  dollar  a  week.  Tan-yards,  corn>  oil, 
paper,  and  fulling-mills,  have  alfo  been  erecfted 
in  the  fiirrounding  country ;  and  labourers  are 
found  in  abundance.  The  wages  of  common 
day*labourers  amount  to  four  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence  a  day,  and  to  feven  fhillings  in  harvefl. 

Hofpitality  to  ftrangers  feems  not  to  be  a  pro-i 
minent  feature  in  the  chara<3:er  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Albany;  the  few,  with  whom  we  got  acquaint- 
ed, looked  extremely  dull  and '  melancholy.  They 
live  retired  in  their  houfes  with  their  wives,  wha 
fopaetimes  are  pretty,  but  rather  auk  ward  in  their 
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manncrft;  and  ^ith  whom  their  hufbands  fcaic^^ 
exchange  thirty  words  a  day,  althou^  they  nercr 
addrefs  them  but  with  the  introdudoiy  appdUk^ 
tion  of  '^  my  lave.**  Exceptions,  imdoubtedly; 
exiit  in  regard  to  the  charms  of  the  ladies,  as 
well  as  to  the  condud  and  conver&tion  of  the 
hufbands  ;  but,  it  b  aflerted,  they  are  yeiy  few: ' 
The  Schuylers  and  Renflelaers  are  the  moft 
refpedable  families  in  pcnnt  of  wealth  and  hf^'  - 
tcreft:  having  intermarried  with  each  other,  tlicif 
influence  is  altogether  irrefiflible  in  the  county* ' 
The  Schuylers  are  endowed  with  more  talentif 
and  knowledge  ;  but  the  Renfielaers  poflefi  motd 
riches;  and  money  is  a  powerful  fpringin  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  flate.  General  Schuyler  bears  the* 
charaAer  of  a  man  of  much  acutenefs,  and  tm- 
common  abilities.  He  is  frequently  employed 
in  flatc  affairs  ;  and  it  is  his  earnefl  wifh,  to  pro- 
mote and  raifc  the  navigation,  itiduflry,  and  prd- 
fpcrity  of  his  country.  He  is  father-in-law  to 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Hamilton.  General  Schuyler, 
who  generally  accommodates  his  daughters  with 
rich  huft)ands,  gave  one  of  them  in  marriage,  five 
years  ago,  to  that  famous  orator,  from  reipeft  fof 
his  talents,  though  he  was  poor.  I  fliould  not' 
omit  obfcrving,  that  I  fpeak  of  General  Schuyler 
without  having  ever  feen  him.  During  my  refi- 
dcncc  in  Albany  he  had  gone  to  aflifl  at  thcr'nc- 
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gociation  with  the  Indians ;  I  merely  know  him 
firom  his  correfpondence  with  me,  which  is  highly 
polite  and  elegant. .  The  General  ranks  anK)ng 
the  moll  confiderable  men  in  the  Uhited  States. 

SARATOGA. 

1  have  feen  John  Schuyler,  theddeftfon 
of  the  General ;  for  a  few  minutes  I  had  already 
converfed  with  him  at  Skeneftady,  and  was  now 
with  him  at  Saratoga.  The  journey  to  this  place 
was  extremely  painful,  on  account  of  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat,  but  Saratoga  is  a  townlhip  of  too  great 
importance '  to  be  pafled  by  unobferved.  If  you 
love  the  Englilh,  are  fond  of  converfing  with 
them,'^and  live  with  them  on  terms  of  familiarity 
and  friendlhip,  it  is  no  bad  thing,  if  occafionally 
you  can  fay  to  theni,  ''  /  have  feen  Saratoga^ 

Yes,  I  have  feen  this  truly  memorable  place, 
which  may  be  coniidered  as  tlie  fpot,  where  the  in- 
dependence of  America  was  fealed ;  for  the  events, 
-  which  induced  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  that 
independence,  were  obvioully  confequences  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  would.in  all 
probability  never  have  happened  without  it.  The 
dwelling- houfe  of  John  Schuyler  Hands  exaftly 
on  the  fpot,  where  this  important  occurrence 
took  place.  Filh-creek,  which  flows  clofe  to 
the  houfe,  formed  the  line  of  defence  of  the  camp  * 
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of  the  Engltfli  General,  which  was  formed  on 
^n  eminence,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  dwells 
ihg.  The  Englifh  camp  was  alfo  entirely  fur- 
rounded  with  a  mound  of  earth,  to  ftrengthen  its 
defence.  In  the  rear  of  the  camp  the  Gernwm 
troops  were  pofted  by  diviiions  on  a  commanding 
height,  communicating  with  the  eminenipe  on 
which  General  Burgoyne  was  encamped.  The 
right  wing  of  the  German  corps  had  a  coiKimum«? 
cation  with  the  left  wing  of  the  Elnglifh,  and  tfa/p 
left  extended  towards  the  river.  General  Gatei^ 
was  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  cre^k,  a;t 
the  diAance  of  an  eighth  of  a  mile  from  Greneral 
Burgoyne ;  his  right  wing  ftretched  towards  the 
plain ; .  but  he  endeavoured  to  Ihelter  his  trpops> 
as  much  as  poffible,  from  the  enemy's  fire,  until 
he  rcfolved  to  form  the  attack.  General  Njg:l30N, 
at  the  head  of  the  American  militia,  occupied  the 
heights  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  left  wing  of  .the  Engliflj,. 
while  other  American  corps  obferved  the  move- 
ments of  the  right  wing.  In  this  pofition.  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  furrendered  his  army ;  his  pro- 
vifion  was  nearly  confumcd,  but  he  was  amply 
fupplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  The  • 
ipot  remains  exad:ly,  as  it  then  was,  excepting  . 
the  fole  circumfiiance,  that  the  buflies,  which* 
were  cut  down  in  front  of  the  two  ajrraics,  arc 
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fmce  grown  up  again.     Not  the  Icaft  alteration 
has  takjen  place  fince  that  time ;  the  entrench*- 
ments  ftill  exift ;  nay,  the  foot-path  is  ftill  ftctt, 
on  which  the  adjutant  of  General  Gates  proceeded 
to  the  Englifli  General  with  the  ultimatum  of  the 
American  commander ;  the  fpot,  on  which  the 
council  of  war  was  held  by  the  Englifli  officers, 
remains  unaltered.     You  fee  the  way,  by  which 
the  Englifli  column,  after  it  had  been  joined  by 
the  Germans,  filed  off  by  the  left  to  lay  down 
their  arms  within  an  ancient  fort,  which  was  con*^ 
ftru6ted  in  the  war  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Ahn ; 
you  fee  the  place,  where  this  luifortunate  army 
was  neceffitated  to  ford  the  creek,  in  order  to 
reach  the  road  to  Albany,  and  to  march  along 
the  front  of  the  American  army ;  you  fee  the  ipot, 
where  General  Burgoyne.  fiirrendered  up  his  fword 
to  General  Gates;  where  the  man,  who  two 
months  before  had  threatened  all  the  rebels,  their 
parents,  their  wives,  and  their  children  with  pil- 
lage, facking,  firing,  and  fcalping,  if  they  did  not 
join  the  Englifli  banners,  was  compelled  to  bend 
Britifli  pride  under  the  yoke  of  thcfe  rebels,  and 
where  he  underwent  the  twofold  humiliation,  as 
a  minifl:erial  agent  of  the  Englifli  government,  to 
fubmit  to  the  didates  of  revolted  fubjcds,  and 
as[  commanding  general   of  difciplined   regular 
troops,  to  furrendcr  up  his  army  to  a  multitude 
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of  half- armed  and  half-clothcd  pcafants.  To  iuf^ 
tain  fo  levcrc  a  misfortune,  and  not  to  die  with 
de^ir,  exceeds  not,  it  fccms,  therefore,  the 
ftrcngth  of  man.  This  memorable  Ipot  lies  in  a 
comer  of  the  court-yard  of  John  Schuyler ;  he 
was  then  a  youth,  twelve  years  old,  and  placed 
on  an  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  flood  Ge- 
neral Gates,  and  near  which  the  American  army 
was  drawn  up,  to  fee  their  difarmed  enemies  pais 
by.  His  eftate  includes  all  the  traft  of  groimd, 
on  which  both  armies  were  encamped,  and  he 
knows,  as  it  were,  their  every  ftep.  How  happy 
muft  an  American  feel  in  the  pofleffion  of  liich 
property,  if  his  bo/bm  be  anywife  flifceptiblc  of 
warm  feelings !  It  is  a  matter  of  aftonifhiHent, 
that  neither  Congrefs  nor  the  Legiflature  of  New 
York  fhould  have  erected  a  monument  on  this 
ipot,  reciting  in  plain  terms  this  glorious  event, 
and  thus  calling  it  to  the  recoUecftion  of  all,  who 
fhould  pafs  this  way,  to  keep  alive  the  fentiments 
of  intrepidity  and  courage,  and  the  fenfe  of  glory, 
which  for  the  benefit  of  America  fhould  long  be 
handed  down  among  Americans  from  generation 
to  generation.  The  Englifh  would  not  have  fiif* 
fered  a  fimilar  occafioh  to  pafs  unimproved.  John ' 
Schuyler  at  leafl  fhould  have  relieved  the  mo 
defly  of  government,  were  it  only  by  marking  the 
fpot  with  a  plain,  fimple  flone,  which  no  Aaie- 
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rican  would  behold  but  with  thofe  brave  and  glp 
nous  feelings,  which  might  be  turned  to  the; 
greateft  advantage  to  the  ftate. 

John  Schuyler  poffeffes  an  eftate  of  about  fif-' 
teen  hundred  acres,  five  hundred  of  which  arc 
completely  cleared  of  wood.     The  land  near  the 
river  is  excellent,  and  colls  from  thirty  to  thirty-.. 
eight  dollars  the  acre ;  the  price  of  that,  which 
lies  more  remote-,  is  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars. 
The  produce  confifts  in  grain,  chiefly  Indian  corn, . 
He  poffeiTes  one  corn- mill  and  two  faw-mills 
w^hich  are  turned  by  the  ftream  of  the  creek. 
In  this  creek,  which  is  very  wide,  and  contains 
plenty  of  water,  are  feveral  falls,  lying  behind  one 
another,  which  might  turn  works  of  any  extent. 
John  Schuyler  makes  more  hay,  than  is  neceflary 
foi*  the  ufe  of  his  farm ;  but  by  a  calculation, 
founded  on  indolence  rather  than  mature  deli- 
beration, it  appears  to  him  more  profitable  to  fell 
the  hay,  than  to  fatten  cattle.   Although  poflefled 
of  three  mills  and  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  his  quota  of  taxes, 
^or  and  county-rates,   exceeds  not  thirty-five 
dollars  a-year.     The  county- rates  comprifcs  this 
year  the  expence  for  building  a  court-houfe  and 
a  jail.      1  cite  this  inftancc,  as  it  may  icrve  to 
enable  a  perfon  to  foi^m  a  judgment  on   the 
amount  of  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  of . 
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which  I  (hall,  no  doubt,  find  an  opportunity  of 
ipeaking  more  fully. 

John  Schuyler  received  me  in  a  manner  ex- 
tremely hofpitable  and  polite.  -  He  is  a  yoimg 
man  of  good  fenfe,  and  mild,  amiable  manners^ 
conftantly  engaged  in  the  management  of  his 
afiairs,  which,  we  underftood,  he  condu6b  with 
prudence  and  pun6luality.  He  is  married  to  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Renflelaer,  who  paffes  all  her 
time  at  their  own  houfe,  which  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  manfion,  -but  without  any  neighbours.  She 
fees  no  company,  but  her  relations,  who  now  and 
then  pay  her  a  vifit.  Her  hufband,  on  whom  Ihe 
doats,  is  frequently  abfent;  Ihe  complains  with* 
much  meeknefs  of  this  folitary  life,  yet  bears  it, 
occupied  with  her  children  and  the  management 
of  her  houfchold.  She  is  charitable,  good,  and 
univerfally  refpefted. 

Labourers  may  be  procured  here  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  their  wages  are  three  fhilHngs  a  day,  if 
they  be  wanted ;  but  the  ufual  daily  labour  is 
performed  by  negroes,  who  are  very  numerous,  fo 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a  houfe  without  one  or  two 
of  them  ;  John  Schuyler  keeps  feven.  The  ne- 
groes, it  is  generally  aflerted,  enjoy  more  happi- 
nefs,  as  flaves,  than  if  they  were  free.  This 
might  be  the  cafe,  if  liberty  were  beftowed  on 
them,  without  their  knowing  what  to  do  with  it. 

But 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.      71 

But  upon  the  whole,  fiieh  maxims, of  morality 
fail  with  an  ill-grace'  from  the  lips  of  a  free, 
people.  The  negroes,  it  is  true,  are  kindly  ufcd 
in  the  ftate  of  New  York ;  but  it  is  alfo  true, 
that,  the  cx)nvenieilce  of  having  them  cbnftantly 
at  hand  for  any  work  fct  apart,  the  labour  of  white 
people  is  lefs  expensive,  than  that  of  negroes.  To 
keep  Hayes  is,  therefore,  a  bad  fyftem,  even  in 
this  point  of  view. 

When  I  took  leave  of  youiig  Schuyler,  he  was 
indifpofed  with  the  fever.  Having  m;ade  the 
fame  tour  as  we,  he  became  an  additional  viftim 
to  the  contagious  air,  breathed  in  the  pfeftilchtial 
Country,  which  We  have  traverfed.  I  leamed 
afterwards  at  Bofkon,  with  the  utmoft  concern, 
that  he  is  finccu  dead.  The  yoiingeft  brother  of 
Mr.  Renffelaer  was  alfo  feized  with  a  fit  of  the 
fever,  as  well  as  another  inhabitant  of  Albany, 
who  travelled  in  our  company.  All  the  people, 
who  were  on  board  our  veffel,  are  fick,  and  one 
of  them  is  dead.  We  have,  therefore,  but  little 
reafon  to  extol  the  cgmforts  of  a  tour  on  Wood- 
creek 

The  banks  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  Hud- 
fon,  from  Saratoga  to  Albany,  have  been  long 
fettled,  and  the  country,  lying  more  backwards, 
is  alio  confiderably  peopled  from  five  to  thirty 
miles  from  the  Ihore.    Connecticut  and  all  New 

F  4  England 


J2  TRAVELS  TH&OVGH 

■ 

England  people  thiefe  fettlements.    The  land^  to 
ipeak  of  it  in  general^  is  goold^  atl^  eftates  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  cultivated  land  are  not  rare 
along  the  river.     I  have  feen  many  of  this  fort ; 
the  farms  were  chiefly  deiigned  for  the  rearing 
and  fattening  of  cattle ;  they  are  managed  but 
very  indifferently ;  the  land  received  little  or  no 
dung,  and  was  ploughed  only  three  or  four  inches 
deep.     Eftates  generally  confift  here  of  two  hun- 
dred acres.   The  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  north- 
ern branch  of  the  river  is  truly  pleafant;  the  mourx- 
tains,  which  bound  the  ilream,  without  contnwft-, 
ing  its  channel,  are  almoft  throughout  covered  . 
with  luxuriant  corn-fields.   It  was  through  theic 
narrow  pafles,  that  General  Burgoyne  proceeded 
to  Albany,  where  he  hoped  to  be  joined  by  Ge- 
neral Clinton  ;   this  is  the  only  road  which  leads 
thither.     Here  he  encountered  General  Gates, 
who,  after  he  had  been  defeated  and  fuftained  ^  ^ 
confiderable  lofi,  retreated  into  the  camp  at  Sara- 
toga, leaving  behind  his  whole  train  of  heavy 
ordnance.    I  have  feen  the  field  of  battle,  where 
this  important  aftion  took  place,  and  viewed  the 
height,  where  Brigadier-General  Fraseji  made 
fo  many  gallant  attempts  to  break  in  upon  the 
Americans ;  I  have  feen  the  hillock,  under  which  - 
he  is  buried.    The  inhabitants  flio  w  with  confci-. 
0U3  pride  every  corner  of  this  diftrift,  and  you 
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^fcem  in  their  countenance,  that  their  ancient 
energy  and  vigour  would  eaiily  be  railed  by  any 
pxeffing  emergency.  This  aftion  happened  at 
Stillwater.  It  was  here  Burgoyne  relblved  upon 
his  decifive  retreat.  But  under  the  appellation 
of  Stillwater,  as  under  that  of  Saratoga,  a  large 
extent  of  country  is  comprifed.     The  townfhip 

.  of  Stillwater  is  twenty,  and  that  of  Saratoga  thirty - 
one  miles  in  length,  and  yet  every  point  of  thefc. 
townfliips  is  called  Stillwater  and  Saratoga. 
.  I  have  omitted  to  ftate,  that  the  county  of  Sa- 
ratoga contains  many  natural  curiofities,  among 
which  are  cryftallizations  of  peculiar  beauty,  and 
two  medicinal  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Balltown  and  Saratoga  fprings.  Both  are  in  great 
repute,  efpecially  the  medicinal  waters  of  Ball- 
town,  where  the  accommodations  in  point  of 
Ipdging  and  other  conveniencies  far  exceed  thoie 
of  Saratoga^  The  fprings  are  both  impregnated 
yn^  fixed  air,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  per- 
ibns,  communicate  with  each  other.  The  Sa* 
ratoga  waters,  as  is  afferted,  are  ftronger  than  the 
Balltown  fprings. 

I  muft  not  pafs  over  in  filcnce  Juftice  Thomp- 
son, who  refidcs  at  Stillwater.     We  met  with 

.  his  eldeft  fon,  who  intends  to  become  a  furveyor, 
and  made  the  laft  paflage  with  Mr.  Vanallen,  on 
board  the  veflels  in  which  we  returned  from  Of- 

wego, 


74  TRAVELS  THROtJGH 

wcgo,  and  travelled  in  his  compiny.  I  had  pm- 
ftiifed  him  not  to  pafs  his  houfe,  without  paying 
him  a  ftiort  vifit ;  I  fulfilled  this  promife,  and 
Was  invited  by  the  family  in  fo  plain  and  frank  a 
ikianner  to  ftbp  for  the  night,*  that  I  could  not 
give  a  denial.  The  family  are  good,  plain,  and 
genteel  people,  of  mild',  pure,  and  uncorrupted 
manners;  a  refidence  with  them  is  extremely 
j^eafant.  Juftice  Thompfon  polTeffes  a  great 
quantity  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  flate  of 
New  York,  which  for  the  mofl:  part  is  yet  im- 
deared.  He  inhabits  an  eflate  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
are  imder  cultivation;  he  rears  a  great  many 
<£attle,  efpedally  mules,  which,  when  two  years 
old,  he  fells  to  Gonnefticut  traders  for  fifty  or 
fixty  dollars  a  head.  He  alio  rears  many  horfes, 
and  carries  on  with  them  a  trade  of  tolerable  im- 
portance, which  the  Albany  merchants  have  not 
yet  learned  to  improve.  In  thefe  parts,  it  is  af- 
lerted,  two  thousand  mules  are  yearly  fold.  I 
have  this  information  from  'Squire  Poll,  an  opu-^ 
lent  farmer,  for  the  exacftnefs  of  which,  however, 
I  cannot  pledge  myfelf ;  for  there  are  not  foujr 
perfons  in  this  county,  able  to  draw  up  accounts 
and  efli  mates  of  the  general  produce  and  fup,- 
jtlics  of  a  diflricft.  Good  wilhcs  for  the  fuccefs 
of  the  French,  a  deteflation  of  their  crimes,  and 

decided 
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decided  hatred  againft  the  Ertgliih,  form  here  the 
uiiiverfal  fentiments,  as  they  do  in  general  through- 
out the  United  States, 

The  land  near  the  river  is  good,  and  yiclds> 
however  badly  it  is  cultivated,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  bulhels  of  wheat  per  acre*  The  price  of 
land  is  from  fifty  to  feventy-fi^e  dollars  an  acre. 
I  am  now  travelling  here  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Auguft,  and  yet  little  hay  has  been  houfed,  for 
which  reafon  it  is  moftly  as  hard  as  wood. 

On  my  journey  to  Saratoga  I  bad  pafTed  the 
new  bridge,  conftrufted  acrofs  the  Mohawk-river. 
This  bridge  is  ereded  on  the  fpot,  where  the  Co- 
hoez-falls  appear  to  the  greateft  advantage.*  But 
the  river  contains  not  at  prefent  fiifficient  water 
to  fiipport  the  falls.  In  many  places  the  rocks 
are  quite  dry ;  but  in  others  they  afibrd  a  fine 
profpe<fti  The  perpendicular  height  of  tl^e  falls 
ift^  amount  to  about  fifty  feet,  and  the  river  is. 
about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  width.  But  upon 
the  whole,  the  view  is  not  ftrikingly  wild,  roman-^ 
tic,  or  pleafant,  though  the  falls  are  much  cele- 
brated throughout  America.  The  bridge  i«  con- 
ftmAed  of  timber,  and  refts  on  ftone  pillars,  about 

*  The  Cohoez-falls,  which  the  author  mifnames  Xohos- 
falU  appear  moft  romantically  from  Lan(inburgh-hill«  iive 
miles  eaft  of  them,  although  they  likewife  offer  a  good  prof- 
peft,  when  viewed  from  this  bridge* — Tranflatar. 
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twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  diitant  from  each  other. 
The  mafonry  is  not  remarkable  for  folidity  or 
neatneis ;  but  the  carpenters'  -work  is  exceedingly 
well  done.* 

On  my  return  from  Saratoga  I  croffcd  the 
northem  branch  of  the  Mohawk-river  by  Half- 
moon^  to  fee  the  two  new  towns.  New  City 
and  Troy,  which,  as  has  already  been  obierved^ 
were  built  a  few  years  ago,  and  are  already  car- 
rying on  a  confiderable  trade^  The  houfes  arc 
veiy  neat  and  numerous ;  almdfl  every  houfe  con- 
tains a  ihop ;  the  inns  are  excellent ;  veiTels  are^ 
moored  near  all  the  keys;  tan-yards,  potafli- 
works,  rope- walks,  and  mills,  are. either  already 
in  full  work,  or  building.  The  fight  of  this  acti- 
vity is  truly  charming.  A  Mr.  Taylor,  who 
poflefies  about  one  hundred  acres  near  Ponftenkil- 
creek,  has  erefted  here  two  grift-mills,  two  faw- 
mills,  and  one  p^per-mill.  He  does  bufinefsj  it 
is  faid>*^ith  New  York  by  v^ajter.  The  place  is 
finely  fituated,  well  diftributed,  and  may,  if  ma- 
naged with  fkill  and  prudence,  become  very  pro- 
fitable. We  were  told,  that  the  proprietor  in- 
tends to  fell  it ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  places  which 
I  would  buy  in  preference  to  all  others,  if  I  had 

*  The  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four 
feet  wide,  refts  on  thirteen  piers,  and  was  erefled  in  1794, 
at  the  expence  of  twelve  thoufand  dolhrs.-^Tran/lator. 

any 


THB  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  77 

«ny  idea  of  fettling  in  America,  and  had  where- 
withal to  pay  for  it.  There  are  a  variety  of  things, 
with  which  a  man  may  occupy  himfelf  every  day, 
nay  every  moment  of  the  day,  with  benefit  to 
himfelf  and  the  country  at  large. 

The  land  between  Saratoga  and  Albany  is  upon 
the  whole  fandy ;  efpecially  the  hills  about  Sara- 
toga conlift  of  an  indurated  iand.  The  ftony 
matter,  on  which  lies  the  ftfatum  of  fand,  is  flate 
of  a  dark  colour,  and  coarfe  grain,  with  veins  of 
white  quartz.  On  fragments  of  this  flate  impref- 
fions  are  found  of  a  peculiar  and  very  curious  ap- 
pearance! In  the  vicinity  of  the  medicinal  Iprings 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  are  feveral  veins  of 
liihc-ftpne.  Ferruginous  and  cupreous  pyrites  arc 
alio  found  in  the  neighbourhood ;  mines  of  thefe 
minerals,  it  is  aflerted,  exift  in  the  environs,  but 
they  are  yet  neglefted,  as  in  faft  are  nearly  all 
the  mines  in  the  United  States;  You  meet  with 
few  or  no  rocks,  until  you  reach  the  Cohoez- falls. 
The  rocks,  which  form  this  cataract,  confift  of  an 
afgillaceous  fchiflius,  fome  of  which  may  eafily  be 
reduced  to  powder,  while  other  parts  are  harder, 
hive  a  conchoidal  fracture,  and  refemble  bafalt. 
Near  the  falls  are  feveral  veins  of  feldtfpar  of  a 
reddifli  colour. 

Between  thefe  f^ls  and  Albany,  the  foil  of  the 
mountains  coniift  of  indurated  clay ;  the  ftones> 

which 
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whidi  are  found  there^  are  a  ipepies  of  flate.  la 
the  intervening  fpace  between  the  mountains  aad 
the  preient  bed  of  the  river  was  an  uninterrupted 
chain  of  imall  fand-hills,  rifing  on  both  iides  of 
the  river^  nearly  at  equal  diflances  from  the  ihore; 
and  which  undoubtedly  are  the- remains  of  the 
ancient  bed  of  the  river,  after  it  had  formed  the 
preient  channel. 

In  the  tov^nfhip  of  Saratoga  you  find  the  laft 
plane*trees,  acacias  and  white  cedars,  for  thefe 
trees  do  hot  grow  more  northwards.  The  red  cc- 
dar,  Viifginia  cedar,  ai^d  poplar  of  Carolina,  you 
fiift  meet  with  at  the  catara6b  of  the  Mohawk 
river.  Several  miles  around  the  medicinal  fpring^ 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  you  find  only  white 
pines,  finall  fickly  oak-trees,  and  fern. 

THE  TREATY  OF  COMMERCE. 

Since  we  left  the  Englifh  dominions,  and  ha^e 
reached  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  w^ 
have  found,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  America,  forms 
the  univerfal  topic  of  converfation,  and  the  prin- 
cipal liibjeft  of  difcuffion  in  the  newfpapcrs.  I 
Ihall  not  prefume  to  decide,  whether  the  majo- 
rity of  the  inhabitants  be  for  or  againft  it ;  but 
this  I  know,  that  the  number  of  non-contents  is 
fujPiciently  confiderable,  to  render  the  friends  of. 

.  peace 
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peace  vmeafy  on  thi$  fubjeft.  I  am  not  yetwr 
quainted  with  America  in  a  lufficient  degree,  nor 
have  I  yet  ftudied  thk  treaty  with  the  ncQtffaty 
attention,  to  form  a  corred;  judgment  on  its.a4^ 
vantages,  and  probable  refults.  Yet  I  fhall  record 
in  this  journal  the  impreffion,  which  it  made  upon 
mc  at  firft  view,  were  it  only  for  the  purpofc  of 
reviewing  my  opinion  again,  when  time  ^U  bave 
decided  on  its  merits. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  extremely  prgudicial  to 
America ;  the  mutual  relations  of  the  contra&T 
ing  parties  are  not  perfeftly  poife^,  and  the  com* 
mcrcial  intereft  of  the  United  States  is  in  many 
lefpefts  injured.-  More  ancient  treaties  with 
France  are  clearly  violated  by  this  treaty ;  and  it 
evidently  claflies  with  the  repeated,  profeffions  of 
friendlhip,  which  America  has  fo  loudly  and  re- 
peatedly made  to  France,  even  under  the  ian- 
guinary  reign  of  Robefpierre.  America  cannot 
but  be  aware  of  the  unfevourable  fentiments,  nay 
hatred  and  ill-will,  which  the  Englifti  govern^ 
ment  entertains  toward  the  Union.  Thefe  fen- 
timents will  remain  unalterably  the  fame,  as  long 
as  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  fhall  be. 
unchanged.  England  will  ever  confider  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  as  revolted  fub- 
jefts,  who  muft  be  punilhed  for  their  indepen-. 
dcnce,  if  they  cannot  again  be  fubjed:ed  to  thje; 

Englifli 
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Englifh  yoke ;  and  though  Great  Britain  contle- 
icends  at  prefent  to  enter  into  temporary  nego- 
clations  with  America,  it  is  becaufe  her  prefent 
Situation  allows  her  not  to  wage  war  againft  the 
Union,  and  becaufe  fhe  hopes  to  derive  fignal  ad- 
vantages from  a  treaty,  which  cannot  but  confi- 
derablv  encrcafe  the  lale  of  her  manufa(n;ures,  dif- 
pleafe  France,  alienate  her  from  America,  and 
,  injure  her  trade.  She  hopes,  by  means  of  this 
rupture,  to  render  America  dependent  on  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  and  in  this  ftate  of  dependence 
to  force  her  to  conclude  another  alliance  ;  a  de- 
fign,  perfcfSly  anfwering  the  fentiments,  which 
Great  Britain  has  conftantly  manifefte'd  fince  the 
peace  of  1/83.  The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations 
is  obvious  to  all,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  muft  be 
more  ftrikingly  fo  to  him,  who  has  lived,  for  any 
length  of  time,  with  the  Britifli  agents  in  Ame- 
rica, who  take  not  even  the  trouble  of  concealing 
it.  To  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  on  fuch  a  foun- 
dation, is  to  deceive  America  ;  as  it  clearly  pre- 
fiimes,  that  flie  muft  break  off  all  her  former  con- 
nexions with  France,  her  true  and  natural  ally,* 

who, 

*  The  tranflator  was  lately  alTured  by  an  American  gen- 
tlenaan,  acquainted  with  the  author,  that  it  is  his  moft  anxi-' 
ous  wifli,  to  make  his  peace  with  the  DiieAoiy.     It  is,  no 

doubt, ' 
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^vho,  as  foon  as  flie  ihall  have  obtained  a  regular, 
fettled  government  (at  prefent  the  obvious  aim 
of  the  generality  of  the  French  people),  will  be- 
come more  powerful  than  ever.  Should  it  be 
America's  fecret  intention,  to  break  off  the  former 
connexion  with  France  on  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  fuch  a  defign  would  not  only  be  the 
refult  of  an  erroneous,  miftaken  policy,  but  would 
alio  prove  a  breach  of  the  principles  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  which,  however  they  may  be  defpifed 
by  the  cabinets  of  kings,  fliould  never  be  difire- 
gardcd  by  an  infant  people,,  in  the  management 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  conclufion  of  alliances 
and  treaties. 

One  of  the  greateft  pleafures,  I  hoped  to  enjoy 
on  my  journey  to  Albany,  was  to  lee  Mr.  and 
Madame  de  Gouvkrnet,  and  to  fpend  a  few 
days  with  them.  They  were  not  at  home  on  my 
arrival,  but  at  New  York,  whence,  however,  they 
were   expelled   back  every  day.     As   Dupetit- 

doubt,  from  this  motive,  that  proceed  the  virulent,  unfup- 
ported  animadverfions  on  the  Britifli  cabinet,  which,  the 
ti'anflator  is  forry  to  obferve,  difgrace  the  intereftirtg  narra- 
tive of  the  Duke's  Travels,  and  which  in  no  place  of  this 
work  betray  their  origin  in  a  more  confpicuous  manner  than 
in  this  paffage,  where  he  charges  the  Englilh  government 
with  deluding  America  into  a  treaty,  the  beneficial  refults 
of  which  Ihe  foon  experienced,  when  flie  faw  her  trade 
proteAed  by  Englifh  convoys  from  the  unprovoked  piracies 
of  her  true  and  natural  ally, — TranJI^ 

Vol.  IL  G  thouarsV 
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thouars's  ftate  of  health  rendered  it  neceilary  to 
continue  longer  in  Albany,  than  we  fhould  other- 
wife  have  done,  wc  determined  to  wait  the  return  ■ 
of  Mr.  Gouvernet,  who  at  length  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  tiay,  beyond  which  I  could  not 
conveniently  defer  my  departure.  Yet  I  now  re- 
iblved  to  flop  twenty-four  hours  longer,  to  ipend 
them  in  their  company. 

If  you  poifefs  a  correct  idea  of  a  handfomc  Pa- 
rifian  lady,  who  with  a  fine  figure  unites  all  the 
charms  of  a  wcll-formcd  mind,  and,  of  confe- 
quence,  poiTcfles  ample  means  for  conqueft",  and 
then  fee  thi?  handfomc  young  woman  on  a  fmall. 
eflate  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  mLirtaglng  her- 
felf  the  mod  trilling  concerns  of  her  houfehold^ 
with  an  air  of  fimplicity  and  ferenit}',  which 
would  warrant  a  belief,  that  fhc  is  pleafed  witli 
this  ftrange  mode  of  life  ;  you  cannot  but'confi- 
der  it  as  an  additional  ground,  to  praife  and  ad- 
mire the  female  charafter  in  general,  and  efpeci- 
aliy  that  of  French  women.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
dreadful  revolution,  females  haVe  difplayed  more 
courage,  more  attachment  to  their  duty,  and  more 
conftancy  in  their  fentimcnts,  than  has  ever  been 
evinced  on  fimilar  occafions.  They  have  infpirit- 
cd  the  courage  of  their  hufbands,  who,  but  for, 
their  fbpport,  might  have  funk  under  their  mis- 
ib^unes.  They  have  foothed  their  fufFcrings. 
Under  the  fcvereft  trials  they  have  flicwn  as  much 
i.' :.  ^  ot 
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of  energy  and  virtue,  as  they  dilplayed  of  elegant 
and  entertaining  mariners  iii  happier  tirries.  Thefc 
obfervatioris  apply  to  a  great  number  of  French 
ladies,  at  whofe  head  ftands  Madanie  de  Gouver- 
nct ;  her  hufbarid  being  indebted  to  her  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  life,  for  his  efcape  from  France, 
and  for  what  little  money  he  has  faved.  It  is  to 
her  he  owes  his  prefent  happinefs^  and  the  for- 
.titude>  courage,  and  fatisfaftion  he  manifefts  in 
regard  to  1  mode  of  life^  equally  foreign  to.  his 
tafle  and  habits.  They  refide  five  miles  fronri  Al- 
bany, on  a  fmall  eftate,  which  they  have  pur- 
chafed  for  fifteen  thoufand  livres  French  money; 
The  land  is  not  of  the  beft  quality,  but  it  may 
be  converted  into  very  good  meadows,  and  thus 
ahfwer  their  well- conceived  projeS:  of  rearing  and 
.  .fattening  cattle,  and  keeping  a  good  dairy,  until 
they  fhall  be  able  to  return  to  France.  They  lead 
a  folitary  life,  Avithout  any  company  but  that  of 
a  young  man,  who  followed  them  on  their  emi-^ 
.gration  from  France,  who  joins  in  their  labours> 
and  fiiares  in  their  fociety.  In  this  refpecS  they 
derive  but  little  benefit  from  the  vicinity  of  Al- 
bany. The  circumftance,  that  moft  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  rank  are  ignorant  of  the  very  exiftence 
of  Madame  de  Gouvernet  in  their  neighbourhood; 
and  ftill  more  the  indifference,  manifefted  by 
thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  uncommon 
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merits  of  this  diftinguilhed  couple;  form  the 
{Irongeft  evidence  againft  the  hofpitality  of  the 
ii^habitants  of  Albany. 

Some  French  families  refide  in  the  town  and 
its  vicinity ;  that  of  Mr.  Le  Couteux — a  highly 
interefting  name — is  the  only  one,  whofe  ac- 
quaintance I  w  iihed  to  obtain.  They  who  are 
acquainted  with  this  family,  know  that  it  has  long 
been  diftinguilhed  for  reAitude  and  talents,  as 
well  as  for  a  confummatc  knowledge  and  punc- 
tuality, in  commercial  tranfaftions ;  qualities, 
which  have  been,  as  it  were,  hereditary  in  it. 
Mr.  Coutcux  of  Albany  is,  by  the  unanimous 
teftimony  of  all,  who  have  had  any  dealings  with 
him,  worthy  of  his  name.  His  ideas,  as  well  as 
expreffions,  carry  fome  air  of  peculiarity ;  but  he 
is  good,  bbliging,  honeft,  and  univerfally  refpefted. 
He  is  engaged  in  partnerlhip  with  Mr.  Quesnel, 
a  merchant  of  St.  Domingo ;  this  houfe  is  again 
connedled  with  the  firm  of  Olive  in  New  York, 
and  through  this,  it  is  aiferted,  with  the  great  and 
refpeftable  houfe  Le  Coutkux  in  France. 

POTASH-WORKS. 

•  Potafli,  forming  a  confiderablc  branch  of  the 
trade  of  Albany,  as  well  as  of  other  American 
cities,  the  back  country  of  \^  hich  has  been  lately 
cleared,  I  Ihall  here  infcrt  fuch  information  as  I. 

have 
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^ave  c611e(5ted  ofi  the  manner  of  preparing  this 
fait,  which  is  generally  obfervcd  in  the  United 
States.  This  alcalinefalt  is  cxtra<3:ed  from  com- 
mon aflies,  after  they  have  been  previoufly  puri- 
fied from  all  heterogeneous  matter.  It  is  obtain- 
ed by  folution  and  evaporation.  Large  tubs, 
with  a  double  bottom,  are  filled  with  afties  ;  the 
oippermofl  bottom,  which  contains  feveral  holes, 
is  covered  with  afhcs,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches 
deep,  while  the  under  part  of  the  tub  is  filled 
with  ftraw  or  hay.  Water,  being  poured  over 
the  aflaes,  extracts  the  particles  of  fait,  and  dif- 
charges  all  the  heterogeneous  matter  which  it  may 
yet  contain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  ftraw.  The 
lie  is  drawn  off  by  means  of  a  cock,  and  if  it 
ihould  not  yet  have  attained  a  fufficient  degree 
of  ftrength,  poured  again  over  the  alhes.  The 
lie  is  deemed  fufficiently  ftrong  ^when  an  egg 
iwims  on  it.  This  lie  is  afterwards  boiled  in 
large  iron  cauldrons,  which  are  conftantly  filled 
out  of  other  cauldrons,  in  which  lie  i$  like  wife 
boiling.  If  the  lie  begin  to  thicken  in  the  caul- 
dron, no  frelh  lie  is  added,  but  the  fire  is  well 
fed  with  fuel,  until  all  the  aqueoys  particles  are 
Separated,  and  the  whole  is  completely  infpiffated 
€md  Indurated.  This  fait  is  of  a  black  colour,  and 
called  hlack  potajh.  Some  manufaAurers  leave 
^e  potafh  in  this  ftate  in  the  cauldron,  and  en- 

G  3  creafe 
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crcafc  the  fire,  by  means  of  which  the  oil  is  dtf-. 
engaged  from  the  fait  in  a  thick  fmoke,  and  the 
black  potalh  aflumes  a  grey  colour,  Jn  which  ftate 
it  is  packed  up  in  barrels  for  falc. 

The  procefs  of  preparing  the  potafli  requires 
more  or  lefs  time,  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
afhes  and  the  lie,  and  to  the  degree  of  ftrength 
of  the  latter  ;  the  medium  time  is  twenty-four 
hours.  The  afhes  of  green-wood,  and  cfpecially 
of  oak,  are  preferred.  No  potafh  can  be  prepared 
from  the  aftics  of  refmous  trees  ;  and  alhes,  which 
are  fi\e  or  fix  months  old,  arc  better  than  thofe 
that  arc  new. 

Some  manufaifturers  ufe  only  one  cauldron  for 
boiling,  which  they  lill  with  cold  lie,  as  it  comes 
from  the  tubs  ;  and  others  put  the  fait,  as  foon  as 
it  begins  to  coagulate,  into  fmaller  cauldrons,  to 
complete  the  cr^-ftanizatlon. 
■  In  many  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York  eipe- 
cially  in  the  riorth,  and  ih  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
tiie  inhabitants,  who  fell  the  wood,  prepare  the 
potalh.  But  there  are  alfo  large  manufactories, 
■where  from  thirty  to  forty  tubs  are  ufed  for  pre- 
paring the  lie,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  cauldrons 
for  its  evaporation.  The  manufadurers  buy  the 
afhes  from  private  families.  The  tubs  and  caul- 
drons are  of  different  fizes  in  proportion  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  c;ntent  of  the  manufadory.     By 

age- 
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a  general  eftimatc  from  five  to  fix  hundred  bufhels 
of  aflies  yield  a  ton  of  potafli. 

The  barrels,  in  which  the  potafli  is  packed  up^ 
mnft  be  made  of  white  oak,  or  if  this  cannot  be 
had,  of  wood,  which  is  but  little  porous.  The 
ilaves  ought  to  be  far  more  durable  than  for  caiks, 
in  which  other  dry  goods  are  packed  ;  the  hoops 
alfo  muft  be  more  numerous ';  for  th?  leafl:  fiflurc 
would  cxpoie  the  potafli  to  humidity,  to  the 
air,  and,  confequently,  to  deliquefcence  and  dif- 
iplution,  Inftances  have  occurred,  .when  barrels, 
badly  made  and  hooped,  and  which  had  been  fill- 
ed with  potafli,  were  foon  after  found  to  be  half 
icmpty, 

Pearlafl:^  is  potafli  purified  by  calcination.  To 
:fhis  end  the  potafli  is  put  into  a  kiln,  confl:ruSed 
in  an  oval  form,  of  plafl:er  of  Pads  ;  the  infidc 
of  which  being  made  otherwife  perfectly  dole,  is 
horizontally  interfered  by  an  iron  grate,  on  which 
the  potafli  is  placed.  Under  this  grate  a  fire  is 
piade,  and  the  heat,  reverberated  by  the  arched 
upper  part  of  the  kiln,  compleats  the  calcination, 
^d  converts  the  potafli  into  pearlafli ;  which  is 
taken  out  of  the  kiln,  and,  when  completely  copi- 
ed, packed  in  barrels.  The  procefs  of  calcinatiori 
lafl:s  about  an  hour.  Pearlafli  is  proportionately 
jnore  heavy  than  potafli,  on  account  of  its  greater 
compa6lnefs  ;  and  the  lofs  of  weight,  experienced 
\)y  the  latter  through  the  calcination,  is  very 

G  4  trifling, 
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trifling.  Although  pcarlafh  is  lefs  liable  to  dcli- 
quatc  by  the  air  than  potalh,  yet  the  barrels,  in 
which  it  is  packed.,  are  of  the  fame  fort  and  ftruc* 
tiirc  as  thoie  in  which  the  latter  fait  is  barrelled. 
They  are  of  different  fizes,  and  contain  from  two 
to  three  hundred  pounds.  Potafli  as  well  as  pearl- 
afh  are  fold  by  tons  in  the  courfe  of  trade  ;  and  it 
is  not  lawful  to  export  either  before  it  is  duly  in- 
fpe Aed  by  the  public  fearchers,  who  arc  appointed  ^ 
for  this  purpofe  in  all  the  ftatcs,  where  pearl  or 
potafh  is  manufa<ftured.  • 

Dupetitthouars's  ftrength  having  bfceri  confi-» 
derably  impaired  by  his  illnefs,  he'  thought  it  pru-^ 
dent  to  return  home.  I  parted  from  him  with 
the  utmofl  concern.  To  travel  alone  is  extremely 
unpleafant,  and  more  fo  when  you  are  indifpofed, 
I  had  yeflerday  a  fit  of  the  ague,  which  I  pre- 
fume  is  the  beginning  of  a  tertian  fever.  I  was 
feized  with  it  at  Mr.  De  la  Tour  du  Pin's. 
But,  neverthelefs,  I  will  proceed  to  Bofton,  where 
I  expc6l  to  find  letters  from  Europe,  which  I 
much  defire  to  fee.  For  thefe  lafl  three  months 
I  have  not  heard  a  word  frorn  any  of  my  friends 
or  relations. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  ALBANY. 

I  was  by  ijo  means  difpleafed  at  leaving  Al- 
bany. Young  Mr.  Renflclaer  and  Mr.  Henry  are 
the  only  gentlemen,  from  whom  I  experienced 

^ny 
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any  civilities.  The  Albanians,  to  fpeak  generally, 
arc  a  let  of  people  remarkable  neither  for  aftmty 
norv  politenefs ;  they  are  the  moft  difagrecable 
beings,  I  have  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  United 
States.  In  every  other  refpeft  Albany  is  a  place 
where,  with  a  fmall  capital, you  may  make  money, 
and  with  a  large  capital  acquire  great  wealth. 
The  trade  of  this  place  fuits  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty, and  is  attended  with  lefs  riik  than  any 
other  fpecics  of  commerce  carried  on  in  this  part 
of  the  globe.  An  induftrious  and  enterprifing 
man  might  improve  the  trade  of  this  place  to  a 
^ery  conliderable  degree. 

;  We  experienced  here  this  day,  Friday  the  7th, 
of  Auguft,  an  uncommon  heat.  My  thermo- 
meter flood  at  ninety-fix  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
or  twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumur.  We 
were  told,  that  the  thermometer  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
who  is  efleemed  here  a  very  accurate  meteor- 
ologifl,  flood  at  one  hundred  degrees  of  Fahren- 
heit or  thirty  two-ninths  of  Reaumur.  This  ex- 
ccffive  heat  continued  fevcral  days,  and  was  not 
-the  leafl  allayed  in  the  night. 

My  horfe,  which  was  to  be  fent  after  me  by 
Captain  Williamfon,  was  not  yet  arrived.  I  took, 
therefore,  a  feat  in  the  flage  waggon,  that  is,  a 
waggon  without  fprings,  but  covered.  You  crofs 
Uutifon  s  River  on  leaving  Albany.     The  road  to 

^Lebanon, 
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Lebanon,  where  we  ftoppcd  for  the  night,  lies 
over  a  mountainous  country.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  the  diftridl  is  in  the  firfl  ilage  of  fettlement. 
All  the  land,  within  an  extent  of  twenty-five 
miles,  belongs  to  Mr.  Van  RenlTelaer,  Lieute- 
nant-governor, and  one  of  the  ncheft  proprietors 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  perhaps  in  all  tlie 
States  of  the  Union.  Much  of  this  land  was 
granted  to  his  anccllors  by  letters-patent,  at  the 
t^e  when  tlie  Dutch  lettlement  was  formed, . 
He  has  alfo  purchafed  much  more.  Aconfida 
able  part  of  this  eftate  has  been  fold ;  but  he  fellj^ 
none  without  referving  a  ground-rent.  This 
forms,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleafant  fort  of  income  ; 
but  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  of  long  du- 
ration in  this  country.  A  man,  who  is  obliged 
to  pay  every  year  a  ground-rent,  foon  forgets 
the  moderate  terms  on  w"hich  he  obtained  pof- 
ieflion  of  his  eftate,  feels  only  the  unplcafant 
compulfion  of  paying  money  at  a  fixed  time,  and 
eagerly  feizes  upon  the  firft  opportunity  of  free- 
ing himfelf  from  this  incumbrance.  An  aged 
Quaker-woman,  who  did  not  fpeak  a  word,  but 
went  no  farther  than  Philipftown,  and  a  Mr. 
Mac-Elroy,  were  my  companions  Jn  the  Itage. 
The  latter  is  a  land-holder  in  Pennfylvania,  on 
the  Delaware,  without  any  bufinefs  or  trade.  He 
xefides  on  his  eftate,  when  he  is  not  traveUJng  for 

hi^ 
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^is  amufement,  and  is  unmarried.  His  fifter 
ma:iages  his  houfehold.  He  pofleffes  a  confider- 
^ble  quantity  of  land,  efpecially  on  Fifli  Creeks 
ill  the  diftrid  of  Mr.  Schreibey.  He  feems  to  be 
^  worthy  rnan,  but  is  conflantly  dull  and  morofe. 

The  fever,  which  feized  pie  nfear  Philipftown, 
prevented  me  froni  coUedling  the  information, 
which  I  might  have  otherwife  been  able  to  pro- 
pare,  at  the  different  places  where  the  ftag€  flop- 
ped.    What  little  intelligence  I  have  been  able 
^  gather  is^  that  the  medium  price  of  land  is 
here  from  five  to  eight  dollars  an  acre.    The  laft 
place,  before  you  reach  Lebanon,  is  Stephentown, 
.jituated  on  a  fine  large  creek.     It  belongs  to  the 
Patron :  this  ig  the  general  appellation  of  Mr. 
Renflelaer,  at  Albany,  as  well  as  in  its  environs. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  fad  and  melancholy ;  it 
is  naoimtainous  and  rocky,  and  bears  no  trees  but 
hemlock-fir  and  white  pine.     On  the  road  fron^ 
Ste][)hentown  to  Lebanon,  the  country  expands 
into  an  amphitheatre,  formed  by  numerous  moun- 
tains of  various  fize  and  fhape,  moft  of  which  lie 
in  grafs  up  to  the  very  fummits.     At  the  end  of 
a.  very  circuitous  journey  through  this  vale  you 
reach  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow. 

Lebanon  pofleffes  a  mineral  fpring,  clofe  to 
which  ftancjs  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow,  on  the  decli- 
yity  of  a  mountain ;  moft  of  the  invalides,  who 

drink 
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drink  the  waters,  board  therefore  at  the  init. 
From  this  point  the  profpeA  of  the  vale,  or  rather 
wof  the  low  grounds,  is  moft  pleafing,  A  number 
of  fmall  houfes,  fcattercd  over  the  fields,  and  fe* 
•vcral  villages,  enhance  the  charms  of  this  delights 
fill  view,  which,  on  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I 

0 

was  too  indifpofcd  to  enjoy,  I  was  obliged  to 
creep  into  my  bed,  although  it  was  fcarcely  five 
o'clock,  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  to  take 
an  emetic,  and  to  renounce  whatever  remarkable 
otgefls  this  place  itfelf,  or  it3  vicinity,  may  con,*^ 
tain. 

gHAKERS. 

-  In  America,  or  at  Icafi:  in  fome  States  of  the 
Union,  no  ftages  are  fiifiFered  to  travel  on  Sun* 
days  ;  this  is  the  cafe  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Mac-Elroy  and  npiyfelf  Ipent,  therefore, 
the  morning  in  vifiting  the  fbciety  called  Sha- 
kers, who  have  formed  a  fettlement,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  inn.  ^  Had  I  not  been  indifpofed 
the  preceding  evening,  I  fhould  have  feen  them 
at  w^ork,  and,  by  means  of  my  continual  queries^ 
might  have  obtained  fome  accurate  information 
concerning  their  origin,  their  regulation,  the 
mode  of  hufbanding  and  diftributing  the  com- 
monwealth of  the  fociety,  the  manner  of  pur- 
chafing  eftates,  of  recruiting  and^preferving  the 
fpdety,  and  efpecially  on  its  prefent  ftate.     We 

werq 
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were  now  obliged  to  content  ourielves  with  view- 
ing their  villages,  the  infide  of  their  houfes,  their 
gardens,  and  their  religious  worlhip,  without  any 
guide,  and  to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  intelligence 
we  could  obtain  from  our  landlord  and  another 
man,  who  faid  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  fbciety. 

As  to  their  form  of  government,  the  fociety  is 
-a  republic,  governed  in  a  defpotic  mannen  All 
th6  members  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  fbciety, 
which  fupplies  them  in  clothes  and  viftuals,  un*? 
der  the  dire Aion  of  the  Chief  folder,  whom  they 
,cled,  and  whofe  power  is  unlimited.  Subordi- 
nate to  him  are  infpe<Sors  of  all  clafles,  invefted 
with  different  degrees  of  authority.  The  ac- 
counts reach  him  in  a  certain  regular  order  and 
gradation  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  are  his  orders 
carried  into  Qffed:.  It  would  be  high  trealbn  to 
addrefs  the  Chief  Elder  himfelf,  unlefs  the  ad- 
dreffer  belongs  .to  a  clafs  which  enjoys  this  privi- 
lege ;  in  any  other  cafe  this  offence  is  feverely 
puniilhed,  or  cenfured,  if  it  be  committed  by  a 
ftranger,  ignorant  of  this  law.  Marriage  is  pro- 
hibited in  this  fociety,  which  is  recruited  merely 
by  profelytcs,  who  are,  however,  far  lefs  numer- 
ous at  prefent,  than  eighty  years  agp,  when  they 
firft  fettled  in  this  country.  Married^  men  and 
women  are  admitted  into  the  fociety,  on  condi- 
tion 
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tion  that  they  renounce  each  other.  They  fre- 
quently bring  their  children  with  them,  who  iri 
this  cafe  become  a  common  property  of  the  fb- 
ciety.  It  fometimes  happens,  that,  in  fpite  of  the 
prohibition,  the  flelh  will  have  its  way ;  but,  in 
liich  cafes,  a  fevere,  exemplary,  and  corporal,  pu** 
niihitient  is  infii^led  on  the  offenders;  and  thi& 
punifhment  is  not  mitigated,  if  they  «ffeA  their 
cfcape  to  join  in  lawful  wedlock,  for,  on  their 
being  apprehended,  they  are  punilhed  with  the 
fame  feverity,  as  if  they  were  not  married.  Al- 
though the  members  of  this  fociety  do  not  bind 
themfelves  by  vows,  yet,  in  clofe  adherence  ttt 
their  tenets,  men  and  women  live  in  feparate 
apartments,  though  in  the  fame  houfe.  The 
village  contains  four  fiich  houfes  ;  all  the  other 
buildings  are  ftores  or  fhops,  in  which  all  forts 
of  trade  and  mani^fadhires  are  carried  on.  They 
make  cloth,  gauze,  ihoes,  faddles,  whips,  nails, 
cabinet-work,  in  fhort,  ever  article  which  is  fiire 
to  find  a  ready  market.  They  fell  their  commo- 
dities either  here  or  in  the  neighbouring  towns. 
The  women  perform  fuch  biifinefs  as  is  generally 
allotted  to  their  fex. 

This  frame  of  fociety  has  attained,,  it  fhould 
fcem,  a  high  degree  of  perfeftion.  The  emula- 
tion among  the  members  is  uncommonly  great, 
and  the  fociety  poffefles  confiderable  property,  the 

amount 
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amount  of  which  is,  however,  known  to  none 
but  the  Chief  Elder.  The  Shakers  are  an  honeft, 
good  natured,  fet  of  people ;  they  perform  their  » 
engagements  with  the  utmoft  punftuality,  are  ex- 
cellent neighboiirs,  faithful  workmen,  and  very 
moderate  in  their  prices.  This  is  the  whole  ftock 
of  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  colle<ft 
on  the  abfurdities  and  peculiarities  of  the  Shakers. 
In  regard  to  the  form  of  their  religious  worlhip, 
I  can  ipeak  from  my  own  obferyation.  On  our 
arrival  they  were  already  aflembled  in  the  place 

"  where  they  held  their  meeting.  This  is  a  hall, 
about  ieventy  feet  in  length  by  forty-five  or  fifty 
in  breadth,  with  eighteen  windows,  by  which 
light  and  a  free  circulation  of  air  is  procured.  At 
each  end  of  the  hall  is  a  fire-place  ;  benches  arc 
placed  all  along  the  walls^  and  fome  on  the  right 

^.of  the  fire-place.  The  doors,  by  which  the  men 
and  women  enter  the  hall,  are  in  one  of  the  long 
fides.  The  infide  is  overlaid  with  plafter  of  Paris ; 
the  ornaments  of  wood,  arid  window-frames,  arc; 
painted  light-blue,  and  the  benches  red.  Who- 
ever could  find  room,  fat  down  ;  and  the  reft,  by 
far  the  greateft  part,  were  ftanding.     The  Chief 

^  Elder  was  feated  nearly  in  the  centre,  on  a  bench 
pppofite  the  door,  and  a  place  between  the  two 
doors  was  affigncd  to  our  party.  The  moft  pro-? 
found  filence  was  obfervcd.  The  men  were  drefled 

in 
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in  a  blue  coat,  black  waiftcoat,  and  pantaloons  of* 
blue  and  white  ipotted  cloth.  The  women  wore 
a  long  white  gown,  a  blue  petticoat,  an  apron  of 
the  fame  cloth  of  which  the  men's  pantaloons 
wer6  made,a  large,  fquarc,  well  plaited  handkcr- 
chilef,  .and  a  plain  cap,  tied  under  the  chin,  liich 
as  the  •pbrtereffes  of  nunneries  are  accuftomed 
to  wear.  The  hair  of  the  men  is  combed  ftraight 
down  ;  the  hats  were  all  hung  on  nails.  When  a 
mian  or  woman  is  tired  of  fitting,  or  wiihcs  to 
make  room  fot  another  member,  they  get  up,  and 
their  feat  is  occupied  by  others.  Every  eye  is 
£xed  on  the  ground ;  every  head  is  bent  down- 
ward ;  and  ftupidity  is  the  charaftcriftic  feature 
of  every  face.  The  women  hold  in  their  hand 
a  blue  and  white  handkerchief,  and  they  flood  all, 
like  the  men,  with  their  arms  folded. 

The  firfl  aft  of  divine  fervice  lafted  nearly  half 
an  hour ;  on  a  fignal  of  the  Chief  Elder,  all  the 
members  prefent  arofe  from  their  feats;  and  men 
and  women  formed  two  diflinft  rows  oppofitc 
to  each  other,  in  form  of  a  fan,  the  central  point 
of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Chief  Elder,  {land- 
ing in  the  fame  place,  where  he  was  feated  be- 
fore ;  the  rows  opened  tow^ards  the  corners  of  the 
hall,  and  their  polition  was  ftudied  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  were  long  deliberating  on  the  place, 
where  they  had  to  put  their  feet,  before  they  be- 
gan 


TH£  UXlTfiD  STATES,  CANADA,  &C«  ffl 

gan  to  move.  After  t  filence  of  feveral  minutes 
obferved  in  the  fame  pofition,  during  which  the 
hands  and  faces  of  many  of  the  members  were 
ftrongly  convulfed,  and  their  knees  and  legs  ihook 
and  trembled,  the  chief  made  another  fignal,  with- 
out which  nothing  is  done.  They  fell  all  on  their 
knees,  and  arofe  again  a  few  minutes  after.  The 
Chief  Elder  now  commenced  a  chaunt,  in  which 
both  the  nofe  and  throat  bore  ah  equal  fkare, 
and  which  was  confined  within  the  compais  oi 
.our  deep  notes  ;  no  words  could  be  diftinguifhed. 
The  whole  meeting  repeated  the  chaunt;  and 

•  again  ceafed,  on  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder. 
After  a  jQiort  filence,  and  upon  another  fignal,  the 
^pofition  was  changed.  Men  and  women,  who 
are  conftantly  feparate,  drew  up  in  nine  or  ttn 
ranks,  facing  the  chief  elder,  by  whofe  fide  two 
or  three  men  and  as  many  women,  the  elders  of 
the  fociety,  had  taken  their  feats.  The  troop  of 
women  was  disjoined  from  that  of  the  men  by 
a  finall  interval  of  one  or  two  paces.     I  have 

•  omitted  mentioning,  that  the  men,  pre\4oufly  to 
their  drawing  up  in  rank  and  file,  pulled  ofF  their 
coats,  which  they  hung  up  by  their  hats,  and  ap- 
peared in  tjheir  Ihirt-lleeves,  tied  with  a  black 
riband.  The  women  changed  not  their  drefs. 
The  Chief  Elder  commenced  another  chaunt, 
much  the  fame  as  the  former,  accompanied  by 

Vol.11.  H  the 
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the  elders,  and  the  firft  part  fung  by  the  wdmeriy 
which  rendered  it  tolerably  melodious.  This 
chaunt  was  no  Iboncr  begun,  than  the  whole  af- 
fembly  ftarted  into  a  fort  of  dance,  mddc  a  fpring 
and  a  bow  forwards,  a  fpring  and  a  bow  to  the 
right,  a  fpring  and  a  bow  backwards,  a  fpring  and 
a  bow  to  the  left,  twelve  fprlngs  and  twehc  bows 
forwards,  and  then  began  the  lame  motions  again, 
until  the  Chief  Elder  ccafed  to  fing,  which  is  the 
fignal  of  filencc  for  the  elders,  and  of  immobility 
for  the  dancing  members.  The  courtcfics  both 
of  the  men  and  women  confift  in  a  genuflexion ; 
the  head  is  bent  downwards,  the  arms  are  open, 
and  the  feet  advance  with  a  fort  of  light  caper. 
The  women  make  the  fame  courtcfies  as  the  men, 
but  they  glide  along  rather  than  caper.  '  All  thcfc 
motions  are  made  to  the  tune,  with  a  precifion. 
and  exaftnefs,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  beft  - 
difciplincd  regiment.  When  this  ceremony  is 
over,  they  firft  rcfume  their  former  pofition  in 
rows,  and  aftcrw-ards  their  feats  near  the  walls. 
The  Chief  £lder  at  times  utters  a  few  words,  but 
they  arc  unintelligible  to  a  flrangcr.  When  all 
thefe  different  fccnes  have  been  afted,  two  women. 
appear,  each  furnifhcd  with  a  broom,  and  fweep 
firll  the  place  occupied  by  the  men,  who  draw 
tap  in  clofe  order,  to  make  room  for  the  fweepers, 
and  then  that  occupied  by  the  women,  which 

being 
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being  done,  the  fatnc  courtefies,  chaunts  and  ca^ 
pers  recommence  again.  The  whole  fervice  lafted 
about  three  hours.  I  had  armed  myfelf  with  a  ' 
fujficient  Ihare  of  patience,  to  wait  the  clofe  of 
the  cermony,  in  hopes,  that  1  Ihould  be  able  to 
coaverfe  either  with  the  Chief  Elder,  or  anothea: 
i!nember  of  the  fociety ;  but  in  this  I  was  diiap- 
pointed.  Upon  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder  the 
meeting  was  broken  up  ;  the  members  took  their 
hats  and  flicks,  moved  off  two  and  two :  and  the 
Chief  Elder  followed,  conduced  by  one  of  the 
Eiders.  The  women,  after  having  covered  their 
flat  cap  with  a  hat  equally  flat,  went  out  of  the 
hall  by  a  feparate  door,  and  brought  up  the  rear, 
at  an  equal  fl:ep,  and  their  arms  folded. 

We  were  told,  that  they  were  going  to  dinner, 
but  CQuM  not  learn  any  farther  particulars.  On 
Sundays  no  fl:rangers  obtain  admittance  to  theijc 
garden ;  we  could  oply  view  it  over  the  railings, 
and  found,  that  it  was  large,  beautiful,  and  kept 
in  good  order.  All  •  the  culinary  plants,  which 
are  not  wanted  for  their  own  coniiimption,  fhoot 
up  into  feed,  of  which  they  fell  confiderable 
quantities.  All  their  railings  and  doors  are  paint- 
ed with  as  much  care,  as  in  the  befl  kept  Englilh 
garden.  The  former  run  along  the  ftreets,  to  fe- 
parate them  frpm  the  houles.  Neat  little  ^o&^, 
paitited  with  equal  care,  mark  the  foot- way.  The 
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^i«rholc  forms  the  ncatcft,  prettieft,  and  moft  plea- 
fant  fight,  I  ever  faw.  I  repeat  it  once  more, 
that  what  little  I  have  feen  of  this  fbciety  is  Suf- 
ficient to  convince  mc,  that  with  the  utmofl:  ab- 
iiirdity  in  point  of  religious  principles  and  wor- 
(hip,  the  Shakers  unite  much  order,  aftivity  and 
good  fenfe  in  their  bufinefs,  and  unqommon  abi- 
lities in  the  management  of  their  affairs. 

Among  the  lifters  were  fome  very  handibme 
girls,  but  the  major  part  were  rather  advanced  in 
years.  The  number  of  young  men  is  compara- 
tively much  greater.  This  Ibciety,  which  has 
nothing'  in  common  with  the  Friends  or  Qua- 
kers, was  tranfplanted,  twcnty-twp  years  ago, 
from  England  to  America.  The  firft  and  prin- 
cipal fettlement  was, formed  in  1774,  at  Nif- 
queunia,  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  a  few  miles 
above  Albany ;  fince  that  time,  one  or  two  more 
have  been  inftituted.  The  chief  leader  of  the 
feft  is  a  woman  ;  the  firft  was  one  Ann  Lecoq, 
who,  it  is  reported,  had  been  kept  by  an  Engliih 
officer.  She  died  in  1 784,  and  was  fticceedcd  by 
another,  eleded  by  the  fe<5l,  from  an  opinion, 
that,  like  her  predcceflbr,  fhc  is  infallible  and  al- 
-lied  with  the  Deity ;  flie  refidcs  in  Nifqueunia. 
The  chief  elders  are  her  deputies  and  fubftitutcs 
in  the  different  fettlcments. 

The  medicinal  waters  of  Lebanon  Spring  in  ft 
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tolerable  quantity  behind  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow, 
and  are  coUedled  in  a  bafon,  fix  cubic  feet  in 
extent,  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  bafon  ftands  a  mifcrable  hut, 
which  contains  the  bath,  filled  by  means  of  one 
cock,  and  emptied  by  another.  About  one  hun- 
dred paces  below  the  bath,  the  fame  waters  turn 
a  grift-mill  with  two  courfes.  Their  ufe  is  prc- 
fcribed  in  almoft  all  diftcmpers ;  whether  they  be 
of  any  fervice,  I  know  not,  but  they  feemingly 
enjoy  lefs  celebrity,  than  the  medicinal  Iprings  of 
Balltown  and  Saratoga,  and  in  point  of  tafte  dif- 
fer not  in  the  leaft  from  common  water.  From 
the  great  nximber  of  bubbles,  that  are  conftant^^ 
riiing  from  the  bottom  to  the  liirface,  the  Leba- 
non waters  appear  to  be  impregnated  with  fixed 
air.  Dr.  Craig,  of  Bofton,  the  proprietor  of 
this  Spring,  is  to  crecft,  next  year,  the  neceffary 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  valetu- 
dinarians, who  repair  to  this  place  for  the  ufe  of 
,  the  waters. 

The  price  of  land  is  here,  according  to  its  va- 
riations of  quality,  from  fix  to  twenty-five  dollars 
an  acre.  Mr.  Stow,  as  well  as  his  whole  family, 
nurfed  me  with  the  utmoft  care,  during  my  ill- 
nefs. 

The  ftages  being  permitted  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
the  afternoon's  fervice  is  over,  we  proceeded  on 
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our  journey  to  Pittsficld,   which  you  generally     i 
Teach  the  firft  day  of  your  departure  from  Albany,      ' 
unlefs  it  be  a  Sunday.     On  the  fummit  of  Haii*     i 
cock-mountain,  to  which  you  turn  on  leaving 
the  low   grounds,  the  boundary  of  New   York 
joins  thatof  Mailachufetts.      Tlie  country  on  the 
other  "fide  of  the  mountain  widens  into  a  more 
Open    profpeft,  although  fome  fmali  eminences 
eontimie  yet  in  view,  which  are  cultivated  and 
adorned  with  houfes.     You  fee  Pittsfield  five  or 
fix  miles  before  you  reach  it.  ^ 

It  is  a  fmall  neat  town,  built  about  twenty-five  ■ 
years  ago.  The  houfes"  arc  moftly  of  joiner's 
■«'ork,  large  and  handfome ;  the  price  both  of 
land  and  labour  is  n1uch  the  faiiie  as  in  Lebanon, 
but  the  currency  is  of  a  different  Itandard.  A 
dollar  is  here  worth  fix.  (hillings.  Pitt>^ficld  lies 
in  the  county  of  Bcrkfhire,  which  contains  abouc 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.     - 

Being  much  weakened  by  my  ycfferday's  fit 
of  the  ague,  and  expeding  another  fit  this  morn-« 
jng,  I  lay  down  as  foon  as  I  arrived.  My  reft  was 
however  interrupted  by  a  love-lccne,  atfted  in  the 
paffage,  by  Mr.  Mac-Elroj-  and  a  niece  of  tho 
landlord,  a  tall,  buxom  lafs  with  fine  eyes.  "  Give 
me  a  kifa,  my  dear — do,  give  me  a  kifs,"  I  heanj 
a  whole  hour  together.  I  congratulated  my  tra- 
TcUing  companion  the  next  morning  on  his  amo- 
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j-ous  ^dyenture,  which,  however,  had  been  cpn-^ 
fined  to  the  moft  tender  and  ardent  kifles  on  boti} 
fides;  any  thing  more  having  been  conftantly  re-? 
fufed.  I  relate  this  trifling  anecdote,  as  it  niay 
ierve  to  give  an  idea  of  American  manners.  Ad-r 
ventures  of  this  defcription  are  faid  to  be  very 
common,  without  the  leaft  difparagement  to  the 
honour  of  the  amorous  lafles,  although  at  times 
they  are  carried  Ibmcwhat  farther. 

Having  arrived  yefterday  in  a  covered  cart,  we 
were  promifed  a  better  carriage  for  this  day's 
journey ;  and  yet  this  better  'x:arriage  coniiftcd  iiji 
an  open  C3.rt.  On  confidering  that  I  was  to  liifr 
tain  my  fit  of  the  ague  in  this  cart,  I  could  not 
but  find  it  extremely  inconvenient ;  but  the  law 
of  neccffity  fuperfedes  all  deliberation.  I  was  at 
•cbnfiderable  pains  to  obtain  a  little  hay,  on  which 
J  might  reft ;  and  thus  Ihaking  with  the  cold  fit 
of  the  ague,  and  broiled  by  the  Scorching  fiin,  J 
pafifed  over  the  Green  Mountains,  a  wild,  ropky 
trad:  of  country,  but  cultivated  up  to  the  furpr 
mit  of  the  mountains ;  a  fcene,  which  frequently 
recalled  to  my  mind  the  profpeds  of  Switzerland^ 
5Lnd  efpecially  the^mountains  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 
.The  road  lies  over  a  chain  of  rocks.  Midway 
froni  Northampton  our  cart  flopped.  Utterly 
junable  to  proceed  any  farther,  I  lay  down  to  fuf- 
tsm  ray  fit  of  the  ague,  and  continued  in  bc4 
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two  hours.  Through  the  compaffiqn  of  the- 
driver,  wc  obtained  here  a  covered  poft^coach, 
fufpend^d  upon  fprings,  and  thus  reached  at 
length  Northampton,  a  neat  town,  iiituated  in  a 
pleafant  country,  and  containing  many  hand- 
fbme  and  convenient  houfes,  among  vehich  is  an 
*  inn,  fcarcely  equalled  by  any  other  in  America. 
The  building  is  fpacious  and  neat,  the  apartments 
are  well  diftributed,  the  family  confifts  of  well- 
bred  people,  and  the  articles  of  provifion  are  good 
and  in  abundance.  The  lituation  of  Northanip- 
ton  is  extremely  pleafant.  The  banks  of  the  Con- 
nefticut,  on  which  the  town  is  ftated,  offer  a  de- 
lightful profpeft,  and  lie  almofl  entirely  in  grafs. 
The  houfes  are  well-built  and  neatly  painted. 
The  number  of  the  inhabitants  amounts  to  fix- 
teen  hundred;  It  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Hampfhire,  in  the  flate  of  MafTachufetts.  The 
town  carries  on  fbme  trifling  trade  with  Hart- 
ford, to  which  it  tranfmits,  in  vcfTels,  the  produce 
of  the  furrounding  country.  Great  numbers  of 
cattle  ^re  fattened  in  the  county,  which  contains 
about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

MafTachufetts  is  as  much  cultivated  as  France. 
I  certainly  did  not  pafs  through  the  mofl  fertile 
part  of  this  flate,  it  being  covered  with  flones  and 
rocks,  and  yet  it  is  throughout  cultivated.  The 
houfes  lie  clofe  to,  each  other,  and  fland  ir^  the 
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midft  of  the  fields  and  farms  to  which  they  be- 
Idng..  They  arc  extremely  well  built,  confiftof 
joiner^s  work,  and  are  very  neatly  painted  white. 
The  ftables  and  barns  are  painted  red.  Nearly 
all  the  fences  are  made  of  ftones  coUefted  from 
the  fields.  The  harvefl  is  completely  houfed, 
and  the  farmers  are  bufied  in  mowing  the  after- 
crop of  grafs.  Six  or  feven  mowers  are  at  work 
in  the  fame  meadow.  This  carries  an  appear- 
ance of  aftivity  and  profperity,  which  is  extremely 
pleafing,  and  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of 
Europe.  Numbers  of  horfes  are  feen  in  the  fields, 
which,  however,  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty. 
The  cattle  are  of  a  fine  breed,  and  all  the  paf- 
ture-grounds  are  covered  with  them. 

On  leaving  Northampton,  you  crofs  the  beau- 
tiful river  Connecticut.  The  banks,  being  well- 
wooded,  and  Hoping  gently  towards  the  bed  of 
the  flream,  fecure  the  country  from  immdation. 
While  croflfing  the  river,  I  learned,  that  yeffels 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen  fail  fifty  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  that  fhips  can  come  up 
as  far  as  within  forty  miles  of  Northampton. 
We  halted  in  Bellytown,  where  the  New  York 
road  meets  that  of  Albany.  Our  travelling  party 
had  this  morning  already  b6en  encreafed  by  a 
dirty  little  boy,  and  was  now  augmented  by  the 
paffengers,  who  arrived  in  the  New  York  flage, 

and 
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and  by  two  other  travellers,  -  »  Mr,  Wh-lia W^ 
SON,  a  Und-'bolder  of  G^rgia  and  pleafant  coin-r 
panion,  but  a  violent  partizan  of  the  ^ntivfede-* 
ralift  party ;  and  a  young  man  of  New  York, 
whofe  nan^e  I  did  not  learn.  Contimiajly  tjie 
fame  ibrt  of  land,  but  better  roads  as  far  w  Spen-p 
cer,.  where  the  two  waggoners  of  the  old  and  new 
Bofton  roads  waited  our  arrival,  to  try  tp  prevail 
upon  .US,  each  in  his  turn,  to  give  the  preference 
to  his  road.  I  was  determined  to  choofc  that* 
which  the  others  fhould  not.  I  wanted  fwtber 
reft  and  convenience,  as  I  had  not  pailed  the  dayt 
on  which  I  was  free  from  the  fever,  f}U)t4  <Q 
well  as  the  firft- 

■     THE  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAMS. 

We  made  our  arrangements  in  fuch  mannert 
that  four  pcrfons  only  obtained  feats  in  our  ftage- 
coach  ;  I  procured  a  back  feat.  In  Worceiler 
three  ladies  joined  our  party,  who,  on  perceiving 
my  fickly  appearance,  would  not  accept  my  icat. 
But,  notwithftanding  their  politenefs,  and  in  - 
ipite  of  my  firm  determination  to  bear  up  as  long 
as  poffible,  I  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  Marlborough^ 
Unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  jolting  of  the 
coach,  I  was  neceffxtated  to  entreat  my  travelling 
companions  to  fet  me  down  at  an  inn,  where  I 
was  certain  of  an  opportunity  of  purfuing  my 
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journey  in  the  mail-coach.  *  And  well  had  I  done 
to  fto^hcre,  for  1  was  no  fboner  in  bed,  than  I 
was  feized  with. a  very  violent. fit  of  illnefs,  in 
addition  to  the  ague.     Although  exceffivcly  ill, 
'  I  was  fenfible   of  my  dreadful  fituation,  being 
thus  laid  on  a  bed  of  ficknefs  among  people  who 
had  never  feen  me  before  ;  and  this  idea  threw 
me  into  an  agitation  of  mind,  which  bordered  on 
defpair.     But,  fortunately  the  family,   in  whole 
houfe  I  had  flopped,  were  the  bcft  people  in  the 
world.     Both  men  and  women  took  as  much 
care  of  me,  as  if  I  had  been  their  own  child.     Ef^ 
pecially  the  women,  young  and  old — for  the  fa- 
mily is  very  numerous — nurfed  me  with\the  uU 
mofl  folicitude  and  attention.    Having  obferved, 
.that  I  was  attacked  by  a  diarrhoea,  which  lafled 
two  days,   and  was  probably  the  effe<3:  of  heat 
upon  an  emaciated  conflitution,  they  infifled  up- 
on fending  for  a  phyfieian.     I  was  obliged  to 
yield    to     their    remonflrances ;    the    phyfieian 
came  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  poffibly  leave  me 
without  prefcribing  fomething,  he  gave  me  pills. 
I  was  under   the    neceffity  of  continuing  four 
days  longer  in  this  houfe,  where  I  experienced 
the  befi  treatment ;  and  which,  from  my  un- 
common weaknefs;  I  was  not  able  to  leave.     I 
had  there  another  fit  of  the  fever,   which  ren- 
dered me  delirious,  and  afforded  me  additional 
grounds  to  praifc  this  excellent  family. 

-Their 


108  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

Their  name  is  Williams.  The  great  grand- 
father of  the  Williams,  who  at  prefcnt  keeps  the 
inn,  arrived  here  with  the  firft  fettlers  from  Eng- 
land, and,  which  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  built 
the  houfe  which  is  now  inhabited  by  his  great 
grandfbn.  The  room,  which  I  occupied^  has  not 
luicc  that  time  undergone  the  leafl:  alteration ;  all 
the  defcendantis  of  the  firft  Williams,  the, prefcnt  . 
landlord  included,  were  bom  in  this  room.  The 
brothers  of  the  landlord,  the  fifters  of  his  wife, 
their  children,  and  his  own,  live  all  togethctj  and 
form  one  family. 

Bcfidd  the  inn,  which  being  much  frequented 
cannot  but  yield  a  confiderable  profit,  Williams 
poflefles  an  cftate  of  two  hundred  acres,  nearly 
three-fourths  of  which  arc  under  cultivation,  or, 
to  fpcak  more  properly,  lie  in  grafs,  which  is  the 
general  cuftom  in  MafTachufetts.  Meadows, 
which  arc  mowed  very  early,  yield  a  fccond  crop, 
and  produce  from  tWo  to  three  tons  of  hay  per 
acre.  Such  land  as  does  not  lie  in  grafs  is  fown 
with  Indian  corn.  They  alfo  fow  a  little  oats 
and  barley,  but  no  more  than  is  neccfTary  for  the 
feed  of  the  horfes  and  the  confumption  of  the 
inn.  The  prejudice  in  favour  of  Indian  corn  is 
deeply  rooted  in  this  country ;  but  the  ftate  of 
agriculture  is,  upon  the  whole,  far  better  here 
than  in  any  part  of  America,  which  I  have  hither- 
to tr^verfed.     The  dimg  is  carefully  prefervcd, 

and 
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and  even  the  ftrect-dirt  is  made  ufc  of  as  a  ma- 
nure, and  in  fpring  laid  on  the  fields.  Agriculture 
is  not  fo  well  underftood  here  as  in  England ; 
but  they  think  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  carry- 
ing it  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection,  and  con- 
verfe  on  agricultural  improvements  with  good 
fenfc  and.  judgment.  Cattle  are  here  in  great 
abundance,  and  pf  a  very  fine  breed.  Bofton  offers 
a  certain  and^  ready  market  for  all  the  productions 
which  can  be  fent  thither.  The  breed  of  pigs  is 
remarkably  fine  ;  they  grow  uncommonly  fat. 
Day-labourers  may  be  procured  in  great  abund- 
ance ;  their  wages  are  four  fhillings  and  fixpencc 
a  day,  or  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month. 

This  part  of  America  difplays  in  every  refpe6l 
true  European  induftry.  In  every  village  the 
greets  along  the  road  are  lined  with  fliops.  Ca- 
binet-makers, fhoe-rhakcrs,  faddlers,  coach-ma- 
kers, and  tanners,  are  very  numerous.  My  friend 
Williams  was  not  fufficiently  verfed  in  the  poli- 
tical economy  of  the  country  to  inform  me  of  the 
cxaft  proportion  of  the  taxes  and  other  public 
burthens.  All  he  was  able  to  tell  me  on  this  fub- 
je<fl  was,  that  the  aggregate  fum  of  his  afTeff- 
ments,  taxes,  county  and  parifli  rates  included, 
artlounts  yearly  to  about  forty  dollars,  befides  four 
dollars  and  half  for  his  licence  to  keep  the  inn. 
DoiSor  CoTTY,.  a  furgeo^,  who  attended  me, 

and 
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and  pofleiles  an  cftate  of  eighty  acres,  j)ays  no 
more  than  twenty  dollars.  He  is  alfb  a  very  wor- 
thy man,  whom  1  have  every  realbn  to  pralfe. 

All  thefe  people  bufy  themfelves  much  with 

« 

politics,  and  from  the  landlord  down  to  the  houfe- 
maid  they  all  read  two  newfpapcrs  a  day.  Mr. 
Williams  and  Dr.  Cotty  are  by  no  means  frietidly 
to  the  treaty,  becaufe  they  do  not  like  the  Eng-^ 
liih,  and  contend  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  that  nation.  But  they  fay,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  muft  all  be  left  to  the  Prefidcnt,  who  wiU 
make  every  thing  right.  I  muft  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  1  cannot  beftow  too  much  praife  out 
the  kindhefs  of  thele'  excellent  people.  Being 
a  ftranger,  utterly  unacquainted  with  them,  fickj^^ 
and  appearing  in  the  garb  of  mediocrity,  border- 
ing on  indigence,  I  poffcfled  not  the  leaft  claim 
on  the  hofpitality  of  this  refpeftable  family,  but 
foch  as  their  own  kindnefs  and  humanity  could 
iiiggeft;  and  yet,  during  the  five  days  I  continued 
in  their  houfe,  they  negledled  their  own  bufinefe 
to  nurfe  me  with  the  tendereft  care  and  unwea- 
ried folicitude.  They  heightened  ftill  more  the 
generofity  of  their  condu(3:  by  making  up  their 
account  in  a  manner  fo  extremely  reafonable,  that 
three  times  its  amount  would  not  have  been  top 
much  for  the  trouble  I  had  caufed  them.  May 
this  refpcdable  family  ever  enjoy  the  bleffings 

which 
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vdiich  they  ib  Well  defervfe !     This  Ihallbe  my 
ti3tiftattt,  fetveht  wiih  until  my  laft  moment. 

having  at  length  recovered  fomewhat  more 
l^ni^h,  to  bear  the;  fatigue  of  a  journey,  and  be- 
ittg  dtifilrous  of  reaching  Boftoti,  as  foon  as  pof*- 
fible>  as  I  hooped  to  find  fome  letters  in  that  city, 
I  took  a  feat  in  the  mail-coach,  which  ftops  at 
Williams's  houfe.  It  is  the  fame  Ibrt  of  carriage 
as  a  Aage*<:6ach,  except  that  it  is  lighter,  better 
fofpehded,  and  tikes  but  fix  paflengers,  its  chief 
tJeftin^tion  beirtg  to  carry  the  mail.  I  had  fcarcely 
^rocefeded  thre6  or  four  miles,  when  we  were  met 
hy  a  coach  and  four.  It  was  General  Knox, 
who,  diiring  a  temporary  refidetice  in  Boftoti,  on 
account  of  private  bufinefs,  having  accidentally 
learned,  that  I  lay  ill  at  Marlborough,  came  to 
takfe  me  to  Bofton.  My  fatisfa6Hon  and  grati- 
tude for  this  uncommon  kindnefs  may  be  eafily 
Hxmcelved.  I  bad  frequently  feen  him  at  Phila- 
^Iphia,  in  the  Courfe  of  laft  winter ;  had  often 
t>e6n  at  his  houfe,  which  I  found  extremely  plea- 
!(attt ;  but  had  not  the  leaft  right  to  expe<9:  luch 
a  diftinguiflied  aft  of  kindnefs.  I  was  too  we&k 
to  exprefs  my  feelings,  but  was  the  more  over- 
whelmed by  them. 

The  road  from  Marlborough  to  Bofton  is  a 
continual  village.  Twenty  miles  from  this  city- 
begins  an  iminterrupted  line  of  handfome  houfes, 

cleanly 
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cleanly  and  pleafant  building;^  neat  gardens,  and 
fine  orchards,  which  form  all  together  a  rich  and 
delightfiil  proiped,  the  charms  of  which  arc  ftill 
more  enhanced  by  numberlefs  horfes,  cattle,  and 
iheep,  which  enlivea  the  landfcape,  and  are  ihel* 
tered  from  the  fcorching  fun  by  clumps  of  trees, 
planted  for  that  purpofe.  You  fee  every  where 
numerous  churches,  of  a,  fimplc  conftruftion,  but 
neatly  painted,  and  fumilhed  with  fine  ipires. 
They  are  furrdunded  with  open  flables,  in  which 
the  coxmtry-people  put  up  their  horfes  during 
the  fervice.  This  is  a  pretty  general  cuftom 
throughout  America,  imknown  in  Europe>  but 
which  is  more  carefully  attended  to  in  Mafila* 
chuietts,  the  moil  opulent  and  populous  of  thele 
ftates  I  have  hitherto  feen. 

At  laft  you  pafs  through  the  handfome  village 
of  Cambridge,  and  reach  Bofton  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  which  was  finifhed  laft  year,  and  which, 
including  the  caufeway  leading  to  it,  is  a  mile  in 
length.  This  bridge  was  conftrufted  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  company,  who  receive  a  toll,  which 
yields  nearly  twenty  per  cent  intereft  on  the  ca- 
pital fpent  in  building  the  bridge.  I  was  too  much 
indifpofed  fully  to  enjoy  the  view  of  this  delight- 
ful country,  which  reminds  a  main  of  England 
X)n  many  accounts,  but  was  not  altogether  infen- 
fible  to  its  charms, 

BOSTON. 
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BOSTON. 

The  towns,  which  are  moft  populous,  moli  an- 
cient, and  moft  flourifliing  in  point  of  trade  and 
induftry,  and  which  on  thefe  grounds  intcreft 
moft  the  curioiity  of  foreigners,  are  cxaftly  thofe 
oh  which  a  traveller  has  leaft  to  remark.  All  the 
obfervations,  which  he  might  make  in  regard  to 
them,  have  been  anticipated  by  others,  and  he 
will  frequently  wafte  his  talents  in  repeating,  with 
Icfs  accuracy,  what  hiftoriographers,  gazetteers, 
nay  direftpries,  have  faid  before  him.  This  i$ 
exadly  the  cafe  with  Bofton.  Dr.  Morfe's  Ame- 
rican Geography,  and  a  variety  of  diredlories,  pub- 
liihed  in  that  town,  give  a  more  minute,  and  pro- 
bably a  more  exaft  account  of  it,  than  all  the  in- 
formation which  the  moft  active  foreigner  can 
colle<a:  in  the  fj)ace  of  fix  months.  I  fhall,  there- 
fore, forbear  entering  into  any  details,  which 
would  be  ufelefs,  and  which  my  friends  may  eafily 
procure. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula. 
The  ifthmus,  which  conne6ls  it  with  the  conti- 
nent, is  but  a  few  yards  in  breadth,  fo  that  it 
might  eafily  be  cut  through,  Ihould  the  fafety.of 
the  place  demand  it.  Bofton  is  fo  completely- 
girt  by  the  fea,  thsft  the  Ihorteft  bridge,  by  which 
you  can  reach  it,  is  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length. 
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The  harbour  is  four  or  five  miles  in  dcptfi,  of 
a  ftill  greater  breadth,  and  mtcrfperfed  with  nu- 
merous  illands,  which  form  a  more  pleafing  prdf- 
pcd  from  none  of  them  being  pcrfedly  flat  and 
level. 

Several  of  thcfe-  iflands  arc  fituated  at  the  en- 
trance  of  the  harbour,  which  from  one  fide  to 
the  other  may  be  five  miles  in  breadth,  but  the 
navigable  part  of  which  is  fcarcely  half  a  mile 
wide.  The  paflage  betj^een  moft  of  thcfe  iflands 
IS  inacceflible  for  flilpr  of  more  th^n  twvo  hun* 
dred  tons  burthen*  The  only  channel,  pafiable 
for  fliips  of  a  larger  fize,  lies  between  two  iflands> 
one  of  which  is  called  Caiile  Ifland,  and  the 
other  Governor's  Ifland^  half  a  mile  diftant  from 
each  other.  This  channel  is  ftill  more  narrowed 
by  a  third  of  it  only  having  fufficient  depth  of 
water,  cfpcclally  for  (hips  of  a  deep  draught,  which 
are  obliged  to  fteer  along  CafUe  Ifland  at  the  dif^ 
tancc  of  tvro  hundred  yards  from  the  land.  If 
thefe  iflands  were  fortified  in  fiich  a  manner,  as 
to  be  able  to-  cannonade  fliips  with  efFcft  long 
before  they  could  draw  near,  and  even  after  they 
had  reached  the  port,  the  town  of  Bofton  would 
be  moft  powerfully  proteiled  from  any  attack, 
that  might  be  made  on  it. 

Genipral  Knox,  who  but  very  lately  refigned  the 
place  of  Secretary  at  War,  told  me,  that  not  only 

are;> 
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^re  plans  drawn  up  and  approved  of  for  creding 
thefe  fortifications,  but  that  Congrels  has  alio  re- 
foived  to  bear  th^e  expence,  eftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  ^dollars,  forty  thoufand  of  which 
were  already  granted  two  ye^rs  ago,  that  the  work 
might  immediately  be  commenced;  but  that  the 
Icgiflaturc  of  the  State:  of  Maflachufetts  oppoies 
the  execution  of  this  plan. 

As  many  of  my  readers  niay  be  at  a  lols  to 

conceive  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to 

•   the  refolution  of  the  Cqngrefs,  and  to  the  pofi- 

tive  orders  of  the  Prefident,  I  think  it  necelTary 

to  "explain  this  matter. 

If  a  place  is  to  be  fortified  by  the  Union,  the 
State,  in  the  territory  of  which  it  is  feated,  muft 
previoufly  cede  it  to  the  Union,  which  takes  it 
under  its  immediate  protection,  and  the  ceflSoh  of  • 
the  above  iflands  has  hitherto  met  with  fo  ftrong 
an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  legiflature,  that 
it  has  not  yet  been  poffible  to  obtain  it.  The 
true  caufe  of  this  oppofition  is  the  general  aver- 
fion  of  the  States  againft  fubjecfting  any  part  of 
their  territory  to  the  fupremacy  of  the  Union, 
and  the  pretence  alleged  in  the  cafe  under  con- 
lideration  is,  that  Gallic  Ifland  is-  the  only  fafe 
place  for  convid:s,  who  are  kept  here  to  hard  la- 
bour, and  who  cannot  be.fent  to  any  other  place 
equally  fafe  and  convenient, 
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The  icgiflative  power  has,  however,  made  the 
propofal  of  fortifying  this  ifland,  without  ceding, 
it  to  the  Union.  Sixty  foldiers,  paid  by  the  ftate,  - 
form  the  garrifon  of  this  ifland,  which  violates 
the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  conffitutional 
aft,  cnafting,  in  exprefs  terms,  "  that  in  tLtne  of 
peace  no  iingle  ftate  fliall  maintain  any  regular 
troops/* 

The  anti-federalift  party  are  charged  as  being 
£he  chief  authors  and  abettors  of  the  above  op- 
pofition ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  op- 
pofers  belong  all  to  that  party.  Their  number^ 
it  is  aflTerted,  begins  now  to  decreafe,  and  the 
whole  lenate  is  favourably  difpofed  for  the  forti- 
fication, fo  that  it  probably  ynW  foon  be  com* 
menced. 

In  this  probable  manner,  the  otherwife  incon- 
ceivable opposition  to  the  joint  will  of  the  Con- 
grefs  and  Prefident,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  im- 
portance, has  been  explained  to  me. 

All  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  on  the  prefling  neceflity  of  erefting  thefe 
fortifications,  manifefted  a  fort  of  indifference, 
for  which  I  can  only  account  from  their  attention 
being  entirely  engroired  by  their  private  affairs. 
If  you  obferve  to  them  "  That  the  Englilh,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  may  cafily  mn  three 
or  four  frigates  into  the  harbour,  burn  all  the  fbip«* 

ping, 
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ping,  fet  the  houfes  on  firey  and  retreat  without 
the  leaft  danger" — they  grant  all  this,  but  add, 
^*  The  Englilh  will  not  come  ;  we  have  no  war. 
End  Ihall  wage  none ;  we  have  nothing  to  fear.'* 
They  feem  to  forget,  that  the  fpirit  of  revenge 
agalnft  revolted  liibjcds  conftantly  animates  Great 
Britain  ;  which  will  never  confider  the  Americans 
but  in  that  light;  though  circumftances  may 
force  the  Englifli  cabinet  to  enter  into  public 
negociations  with  the  United  States,  and  that 
this  Ipirit  of  revenge  is  peculiarly  direfted  againft 
Bofton,  where  the  revolution  began  in  fo  decifive 
a  manner*.  They  feem  not  to  conlidcr,  that  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  Bofton  afford  addi* 
tional  reafons  for  ftrengthening  its  means  of  de- 
fence, and  that  the  importance  of  a  ftate  i§  en- 
creafed  in  the  eftimation  of  its  enemies,  and  of 
all  foreign  powers,  in  proportion  as  it  is  rendered 

•  The  futility  of  this  reafoning  precludes  refutation,  but 
it  is  a  circumftance,  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Prefident 
of  the  Union,  under  whofe  adminiftration  the  relations  of 
amity  and  friendfhip  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  have  been  fo  fully  eftabliflied,  is  the  man  who  bore 
the  moll  confpicuous  part  in  the  decifive  meafures, which 
commenced  the  revolution  at  Bofton,  the  man  who  in  Bris-t 
sot'5  judgment  **  has  the  excefs  of  republican  vinues^''  and 
who  of  confequence  muft  be  tlioroughly  convinced  of  the 
wiidom  of  the  political  fyftem  which  he  has  purfued  with 
iMilhakca  firmnefs. — Tranjl, 

U  lefs 
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Icfs  vulnerable,  by  the  adoption  of  the  mofl:  pro-j 
per  and'moft  vigorous  meafures  of  defence. 

Thcfe  are  all  principles  of  acknov^ledged  truth ; 
and  thefe  maxims  fo  evidently  apply  to  the  United 
States,  and  efpecially  to  Bofton,  that  even  the  ciri 
cumftancc  of  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
ing entirely  abforbed  by  their  private  intereft  falls 
fliort  of  fatisfaftotily  explaining  the  indifference^ 
wrhich  they  difplay  in  regard  to«  fortifications,  of 
the  neceflity  of  wrhlch  they  are  perfectly  a'W'are. 

The  prclent  ftate  of  Caftle  Ifland,  garrifbned 
by  fixty  armed  ibldiers,  and  w^here  on  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  rampart  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  are 
lying,  mbft  of  which  arc  deftitutc  of  trunnions, 
would  be  a  matter  of  finfcere  regret  evien  for  Ijim, 
who  Ihould  have  the  intereft  of  America  and  the 
humiliation  of  Enghndlcfs  at  heart,  than  I  have*. 
I  lament  it  moft  fmcerely,  inafmuch,  as  fetting 
apart  the  consideration  of  danger,  it  befpeaks  a. 
degree  of  ^;iationaI  indolence,  which^  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  is  truly  difgracefuL 

Governor's  Ifland   is   ftill  lefs   fortrfi^rd  thaix 

*  The  candour,  with  which  the  author  here  points  out 
the  fource  of  his  inveftivcs  againft  the  Britilh  government, 
and  the  origin  of  the  farcaftic  cenfure,  which  01,1  all  occa* 
iions  he  paffes  on  the  Englifli  cabinet,  deferves  much  praife. 
Ke  inveighs  and  cenfure$,  becaufe  he  anxioufJy  dcfires  t/ie 
humiliation  of  En^lq^d, — Trarjl^ 

Gaftle 
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Caflle  Ifland ;  a  block-houfe,  erected  on  an  emi- 
nence, forms  the  only  means  of  defence.  In 
France  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  would  be 
mounted  ii^  thefe  iflands,  and  the  moft  parfimo- 
nious  adminiftration  would  not  repine  at  this  ex- 
pence,  to  whatever  fum  it  might  amount. 

The  fbldiers,  who  form  the  garrifon  of  Caftle 
liland,  have  a  very  dirty  and  mean  appearance, 
which  does  not  feem  to  be  an  infeparable  attribute 
.of  republican  troops. 

The  convids  of  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts  are 
ient  to  this  ifland,  where  they  are  kept  iat  hard 
labour.  They  are  chiefly  employed  in  making 
nails  and  flioes,  and  are  coxjfined  by  day ;  fo  that 
in  thb  refpeuS:  t^eir  fate  is  not  worfe,  than  that  of 
thp  gaFri|!pn.  But  no  eflecftual  mcafures  have 
been  adopted  to  improve  their  morals,  or  provide 
for  tlieir  welfare  at  the  and  of  their  imprifonment. 
The  machinery,  introduced  into  all  other  nail- 
manufa(9:ories  of  America,  to  Ihortcn  and  eale 
hard  labour,  arc  here  only  excluded,  fb  that  the 
convicits  work  to  great  difadvantage,  if  compared 
with  other  workmen,  and  are  not  able  to  lay  by 
any  faviugs  during  the  time  of  their  captivity, 
which  they  might  ufcfuUy  employ,  when  reftored 
to  the  enjoyineut  of  liberty.  This  heedleflfneis 
jContralls,  in  a  llriking  manner,  with  the  admir- 
able attention  and  order  which  prevail  in  the  pri- 
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fons  of  Philadelphia,  the  excellent  ftate  of  which 
will  fumilhjuft  grounds  of  cenliire  againft  all  the 
other  ftates,  as  long  as  they  imitate  not  the  laud-* 
able  example  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  Englifh  laws,  called  in  England  the  com- 
mon law,  are  oblerved  in  the  ftate  of  Mailachu-* 
fetts  in  regard  to  all  fuch  points  as  are  not  de- 
cided in  a  different  manner  by  a  pofitive  law^ 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe.  Fathers  poflefs  thfe 
right  of  difpofing  of  their  eftates  by  a  laft-will,  in 
its  utmoft  latitude,  on  condition  of  their  leaving 
to  every  one  of  their  childi^n  fome  part>  how- 
ever fma;ll,  of  their  property.  This  right,  which 
prodigality,  revenge,  paternal  difplealure,  and,  the 
imbecility  of  old  age,  would  frequently  abiife  in 
our  European  ftates,  is  here  attended  with  no  iii^ 
convenience.  ^^  No  father  has  yet  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  it,"  anfwered  they,  with  whom  I  remon- 
ftrated  on  the  plenitude  of  this  right,  vefted  in 
the  teftator.  This  aniwcr,  worthy  of  Spartans, 
has,  however,  not  convinced  me,  that  the  man-? 
ners  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts  are  as. 
remote  from  an  ill  ufe  qf  unlimited  power,  as 
thofe  of  the  Spartans  were  from  parricide  at  the 
time  of  Lycurgus ;  nor  has  it  reconciled  me  to 
a  law,  which,  at  leaft  in  fome  meafure,  is  unjuft. 
The  penal  code  is  compofed  of  Englilh  laws; 
fomewhat  mitigated.  Mr,  Suli^ivan,  Attor- 
ney^ 
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ncy-Gcneral  of  the  ftate,  takes  peculiar  care,  that 
juiHce  is  adminiftered  with  mercy ;  he  is  a  zeal- 
ous partizan,  it  feems,  of  the  criming  law  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  is  now  engaged  in  endeavours  to 
gpt  it  adopted  by  the  legiflature  of  Maffachufetts. 
The  ftate  levies  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, amounting  to  forty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  one  hundred  and  fiftj'-thfee  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  The 
quota  of  each  contributing  inhabitant  towards 
_this  tax,  as  well  as  the  county  and  parifli-rates,.is 
very  trifling,  though  more  confiderable  than  in 
the  ftates  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Pro- 
perty, both  perfonal  and  real,  is  taxed ;  and  fuch 
parts  of  it,  as  are  not  evident,  are  rated  by  com- 
miiConers,  againft  whom  bitter  complaints  are 
preferred  at  Bofton,  relative  to  the  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  which  they  frequently  proceed.  Thefe 
grieyances,  it  feems,  are  not  altogether  unfoimded. 
No  recourfe  can  be  had  againft  an  unjuft  valua- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  commiffioners,  as,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  redrefs,  the  complainants  would  be 
obliged  to  difclofe  the  real  amount  of  their  pro- 
perty ;  which,  as  they  are  generally  men  of  great 
wealth,  unjuftly  taxed  from  motives  of  jealoufy 
and  envy,  they  wifli  to  avoid.  Several  of  them 
have  left  Bofton,  and  fettled  in  other  ftates  or 
tovras,  where  they  enjoy  fecurity  from  arbitrary 
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proceedings  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Breck  of  Phila- 
delphia leit  Bofton  on  this  account^  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Russel,  a  merchant,  generally  rcfpoft-* 
cd  in  America,  intends,  it  is  aflertcd,  to  fettle  in 
Charleftown,  a  fmall  town,  feparated  from  Bof» 
ton  only  by  a  bridge* . .  His  affeffment,  luider  the^ 
ible  head  of  capitation  or  poll*ta^,  amounted  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Out  of  the  parifh-rates,  among  other  arddcs^ 
the  fchools  are  iiipported,  of  which,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  flate,  a  certain  number  mu&  be 
kept  in  each  townfliip,  proportionate  to  its  cxt 
tent  and  population.  In  addition  to  thefe  fchools^^ 
many  colleges  have  been  inftituted  in  this  ftate^ 
which  are  fcattered  thrbugh  its  whole  extent,  for 
the  convenience  of  thofe  who  poflef?  iufficient 
property,  and  wifh  to  purfue  their  ftudies  beyond 
the  inftru<5lion,  which  common  fchools  can  afford. 
The  Univerfity  at  Cambridge  offers  ^Ifo  ample 
means  for  acquiring  cxtcnfive  erudition.  This 
univerfity,  which  is  modelled  after  the  Englilh 
univerfities,  has  profefforfliips  for  every  branch  of 
the  fciences.  It  poflHTes  a  fine  library,  a  tolerably 
complete  philofbphical  apparatus,  and  a  mufeum, 
which  is  yet  rather  incomplete,  but  will,  no  doubt, 
ibon  be  improved.  The  whole  inftruftion  is  ap% 
parently  managed  on  very  good  principles.  The 
funds,  affigned  for  its  fupport,  not  being  fufiU 

0 
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tdcndy  corfiiderable  to  infl:ru<9:  the  fcholars  grails, 
tljey  are  obliged  to  pay  quarterly  the  moderate 
lum  of  lixteen  dollars.  They  alfo  pay  fix  dollars 
a  month  for  their  board,  and  arc  admitted  after 
previous  examination  by  the  profcfTors.  They 
remain  here  four  years  -,  if  they  defire  to  continue 
longer,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  a  degree,*  they 
pay  no  longer  the  above  iixteen  dollars,  but  merely 
for  their  lodgings.  Mr.  Willard,  prefident  of 
the  univerfity,  from  whom  I  learned  thefe  parti' 
culars,  is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit,  verfed  in 
all  the  fciences,  which  are  taught  here. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  feated  on  tv/o  or  three 
eminences,  and  in  the  fmall  intervening  vales, 
is  but  of  little  compafs.  It  has  no  regular  ftreets, 
but  is  neverthelefs  very  pleafant.  The  houfes  arc 
neat  and  cleanly ;  a  great  number  have  gardens 
adjoining  to  them,  and  all  afford  delightful  prof- 
pefts.  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  mild 
and  hofpitable  ;  they  are  much  like  the  Englifli. 

The  opulent  inhabitants  have,  moft  of  them,^ 
country-feats  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town, 
where  they  refide  in  iuipmer.  A  foreigner  eafily 
obtains  an  extensive  acquaintance,  and  is  ever}^- 
wherc  invited,  in  a  manner  lb  extremely  oblig- 
ing, as  to  preclude  all  doubts  of  the  iincerity  of 
the  invitation.  My  ftate  of  health,  which  was 
but  flowly  recovering,  prevented  me  froiix  accept- 

^ig  the  invitations  I  received. 

I  muft 
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I  muft  mention  in  this  place,  that  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Bofton  I  found  again  Mr.  Adams,  Vice- 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  fiich  xm- 
common  merits,  abilities,   and  t^ents,  that  he 
has  few  equals  in  America,  and  is  not  everywhere 
fufficiently  efteemed.     He  is  one  of  the  moft  re-  ', 
ipciftable  men  in  the  United  States. ,  No  one  con-   : 
tributed  more  to  the  American  revolution,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  than  he.     The  agents 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  entertain,  therefore,  miich 
ill-will  againft  him,  although  he  has  (lefended  the 
Englifh  conftitution  in  a  book,  full  of  profomkl 
refearches,  which  he  entitled  ^^  A  Defence  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States."   John  Adams 
refides  with  his  lady,  remote  from  all  intrigues, 
in  a  finall  houfe,  fifteen  miles  from  Bofton,  which 
no  Paris  advocate  of  the  loweft  rank  would  choofc 
for  his  country- feat.    Here  he  fpends  all  the  time, 
which  his  fituation  as  Vice-prefident  allows  hirn 
to  pafs  from  Philadelphia,  in  reading,  and  agri- 
cultural employments.     He  fees  but  little  com- 
pany, fmce  the  very  moderate  fortune  he  poflefles 
prevents  him  from  receiving  many  vifitors  at  his 
houfe.     He  is  generally  refpefted  ;  his  converfk-* 
tion  is  extremely  agreeable,  and  tinged  with  a  fort 
of  farcaftic,  yet  courteous  wit,  which  renders  it 
highly  pleaiing.  '     . 

The  treaty  with  England  is  the  conftant  and 

univerial 
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univerfal  topic ;  it  is  difcuflcd  pro  et  contra^  from 
onecxtremity  of  the  ftates  to  the  other.  My  opi- 
nion oil'  this  treaty  is  not  altered  from  its  having 
received  the  fanAion  of  the  Prefident.  I  admire 
his  letter  to  the  fele6l-men  of  Bofton ;  in  his  po- 
rtion it  is  impoffible  to  write  any  thing  more 
beautiful,  more  noble,  or  more  glorious.  1  blame 
him  not  for  having  acceded  to  the  opinion  of  the 

•  Senate :  purfuant  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  the 
prefent  conjunfture  of  circumftances,  he  w^as 
obliged  to  aft  as  he  has  done.  But,  nevertheless, 
this  treaty  is,  in  my  judgment,  prejudicial  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  America,  which  it  ren- 
ders, in  ibme  meafure,  dependent  on  Great  Bri- 
tain^ and  violates  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  to  affift  France,  their  ally,  with 
the  neceflaries  of  war.  It  is  a  monument  of  the 
weaknefs  of  America,  to  which  it  will  prove  pro- 
ductive of  pernicious  rather  than  advantageous 
confequences.  The  only  momentary  profit,  to  be 
derived  from  this  treaty,  will  accrue  to  American 
merchants,  who  can  be  accommodated  by  the 
Englilh  with  long  credit,  and  who  in  America, 
as  in  fad:  in  every  other  country,  attend,  more 

.  zealoufly  to  the  interefts  of  their  counting-houfes, 
than  to  the  political  advantages  of  the  ftate, 
which  they  inhabit. 

I  have  perufed  every  performance,  written  in 

favour 
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favour  of  this  treaty,  without  my  opinion  ha^itig 
in  the  leaft  been  changed  even  by  Camilles;  I 
poflcfs,  I  think,  fufficicnt  knowledge  of  the  pOf 
litical  principles  of  Mi:.  Hamilton,  to  be  coih 
vinced,  that  in  this  long  and  laborious  enquiry  h* 
has  rather  fcrvcd  his  party,  than  followed  his  avftk 
political  opinion,  and  that,  if  he  were  freely  td 
fpGak  his  mindy  he  would  confefe  his  grief  at 
having  publicly  defended  iiich  a  ftate-papcr,  Thi4  , 
treaty  agitates,  heats,  and  inflames  the  contend-* 
ing  parties  to  fiich  a  degree,  that  you  hardly  meet 
anywhere  with  codl,  moderate,  and  utiimpdffion-i 
cd  reafbning.  I  fliall  fay  no  more  on  this  fiibje^ 
#  although  I  am  far  from  having  exhaufted  my  ar-* 
guments  againft  a  treaty,  which  I  confider  as  ex* 
tremely  unfortunate  for  the  tranquillity  of  thfr 
United  States. 

Bofton  trades  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The 
cnterprifmg  fpirit  in  point  of  navigation,  which 
the  Americans  arc  on  all  hands  allowed  to  poflefs^ 
fcems  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  animate  the  inha-* 
bitants  of  New  England.  Although  the  trade  of 
many  ports  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  north 
and  fouth  of  Bofton,  has  of  late  years  confiderably 
encreafed ;  and  although  it  is  of  the  fame  nature 
as  that  of  Bofton,  yet  I  have  been  affured,  that 
the  trade  of  this  town,  fo  far  from  buffering  hf 
it,  has,  on  the  contrary,  never  been  in  a  n>ore 

llourilhing 
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flouriihing  condition,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Se- 
veral gentlemen,  having  promifed  to  fupply  me 
with  comparative  tables  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  Bofton,  previoufly  to  my  leaving  thi^ 
town,  I  ihall  until  then  defer  all  calculation  on 
this  interefting  iubjeft. 

Anxioufly  dcfirous  £is  I  was  of  coUcifting  in- 
formation relative  to  the  trade  with  the  South* 
Sea  Indians,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  navigation 
off  their  coaft,  I  could  not  but  feel  extremely 
happy  at  getting  acquainted  with  Captain  Ro- 
bert, who  returned  from  this  voyage  but  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  who  has  communicated  to  mc 
Ibme  particulars  rcfpecSiing  this  fubjc<5t,  which,  L 
think,  will  not  be  deemed  here  out  of  place. 

The  objeft  of  the  fliips,  which  are  trading 
to  the  weftcrn  coaft  of  North  America,  is  chiefly 
the  purchafe  of  otter-ikins,  which  they  barter  at 
Canton  for  Chinefc  goods,  cither  confumcd  in 
America,  or  thence  exported  to  Europe.  The 
articles,  which  they  Ihip  for  the  purpofe  of  ex* 
changing  them  for  the  ottcr-ikins,  confift  of  iron, 
copper,  tobacco,  iilver  trinkets,  collars,  &c.  This 
voyage,  which  is  generally  made  from  Bofton  in 
ihips  from  ninety  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen,  takes  up  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  months. 
But  its  duration  is  frequently  protradlcd,  and  its 
produce  Icflcned  by  adverfc  events ;  which  was 

the 
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the  cafe  with  Captain  Robert.  He  fpent  three 
years  and  eight  months  in  this  voyage;  he  lofb 
twenty  men  out  of  thirty-fix,  who  compofcd  hb 
ihip's  crew,  and  a  fmall  veflel>  which  he  had 
caufed  to  be  built  during  his  voyage,  and  which, 
he  thought,  might  be  advantageoufly  employed 
in  this  trade ;  his  own  profit,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
his  owners,  could  not,  therefore,  but  be  confidcr-^ 
ably  lefiened.  By  inferting  here  a  brief  account 
of  his  voyage,  I  Ihall  communicate  to  my  firiends 
particulars,  relative  to  the  trade  and  navigation  to 
the  weftem  coaft,  which,  I  tnift,  they  will  read 
with  pleafiire. 

CAPTAIN  ROBERT'S  VOYAGE  TO  THE  SOUTH  SEA. 

He  failed  fix)m  Bofton  on  the  29th  of  Novem-^- 
ber,  1791,  on  board  the  JefFerfon,  of  one  hun;^ 
dred  and  fifty-two  tuns  burthen,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  thirty- fix  men.  From 
want  of  provifien,  and  the  necelfity  of  repairing 
fome  damage,  which  his  ftiip  had  fuftained  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
put  into  Valparaifo,  a  Spanilh  fettlement  on  the- 
coaft  of  South  America,  in  latitude  thirty -three 
degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  eighty-four  degrees.* 

He 

*  The  author  is  mifinformed  in  regard  to  the  fituation  of 
Talparaifo,   It  lies  in  latitude  thirty-three  degrees  two  mi- 

nutet 
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He  remained  here  a  whole  month,  and  failed 
hence  up  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  on  the  5  th  of 
July  he  arrived  off  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  St.  Am- 
brofe,  which  lies  in  twenty-fix  degrees  thirteen 
minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  eighty  degrees  fifty- 
five  minutes  weft  longitude,  from  Greenwich, 
This  ifland,  which  ha^the  appearance  of  having 
had  volcanic  eruptions,  abounds  with  feals,  which 
lie  on  the  rocks,  and  are  eafily  killed  by  the  fea- 
men,  who  frequently  kill  from  two  to  five  hun- 
dred of  them  with  bludgeons,  in  the  courfe  of 
one  morning.  During  the  two  months  and  a 
half  the  Captain  continued  on  this  ifland,  his 
crew  collected  and  cured  thirteen  thoufand  leal- 
jfkihs,  which  are  fold  in  China  for  fixty  dollars  a 
hundred.  The  oil,  which  is  obtained  in  great 
quantity  from  this  fifli,  is  given  in  exchange  for 
otter-flcins,  to  the  Indians  of  the  weftern  coaft, 
who  drink  it  like  rum.  The  ifland  of  St.  Am- 
brofe  affording  no  anchorage,  the  fliips  remain 
conftantly  under  way,  at  a  greater  or  lefs  diftance 
from  fliore,  according  to  the  weather.  The  fliip's 
company  fleep  every  night  on  board,  and  keep 
up  with  boats  fuch  intercourfe  with  the  ifland^ 
as  is  ,requifite  for  their  fifliery. 

nutes  thirty-fix  feconds  fouth,  and  longitude  feventy-feven 
degrees  twenty-nine  minutes  weft,  and  has  a  harbour,  which 
forms  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  three  hundred  and  ninety  miles 
eaft  of  the  illand  of  Juan  Fernandez. — Tranjlator. 

VoL.H.  K  On 
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On  his  departure  from  St.  Ambrofe,  Captain 
Robert  ftood  to  the  weftward,  and  made  the 
Marquesas,  or  Marquela  iflands  ;  he  put  into  the 
ifland  Woahoo,*  which  the  Spaniards  call  St. 
Chriftian,  in  latitude  nine  degrees  fifty-five  mi- 
nutes fbuth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  degrees  weft.  This  ifland  is  inha- 
bited by  Indians,  not  of  a  very  dark  complexion, 
and,  by  Captain  Robert's  account,  of  vcxy  fine 
Ihape  and  regular  features.  The  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate rendering  clothes  perfc6tly  ufelefs,  they  wear 
only  a  fmall  apron,  which  they  never  put  off.  On 
feilivals  they  drefs  in  a  light  ftufF,  made  of  bark, 
and  highly  finiflaed,  both  in  point  of  colour  and 
texture.  In  this  ifland  Captain  Robert  built  a 
yefl!el  of  ninety  tuns  burthen,  for  the  trade  on  the  ' 
American  coaft,  the  chief  riiatcrials  for  which  he 
had  brought  with  him.  The  four  months  he 
continued  at  this  ifland,  he  lived,  upon  the  whole, 
on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  great 
numbers  of  whom  afliftcd  him  in  his  work.    But 

*  Woahoa  being  one  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  au- 
thor has  probably  contbunded  this  name  with  Waitahu,  the 
Indian  name  of  the  Marqucfa  Ifland,  which  by  the  Spa- 
niards is  called  St.  Chrifliana,  and  lies  in  latitude  nine  de- 
grees fifty-five  minutes  thirty  feconds  fouth,  and  longitude 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  degrees  eight  minutes  forty  fe- 
conds weft  from  Greenwich. — Tranfunor, 

one 
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one  day  they  Ihewed  a  deiign  of  feizing  upon  his 
vcflel,  when  it  was  half  finifhed.  A  great  num- 
ber of  thefe  Indians,  headed  by  their  king,  ma- 
nifefted  fb  clearly  an  intention  of  attempting  an 
attack,  that  Captain  Robert  was  obliged  to  repel 
them  by  force.  At  the  head  of  his  thirty-fix  men 
he  fired  upon  the  Indians,  killed  feveral  of  them, 
ivounded  others,  and  routed  them  completely; 
On  the  next  following  day  they  came  to  fiie  for 
peace,  and  brought  fome  of  their  wounded  to  be 
cured. 

The  Indians  arc  furnifhed  neither  with  fire- 
arms nor  bows  ;  their  weapons  confift  of  poles  of 
very  hard  wood,  and  long  flings,  by  which  they 
throw  ftones,  with  great  precifion  of  ai'm,  to  a 
confiderable  diftance. 

At  another  time  the  Indians  of  a  neighbouring 
ifland  made  up  to  Captain  Robert's  fliip,  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  road,  with  a  fleet  of  about  twenty 
boats,  ninety  feet  in  length,  to  take  her ;  but  a 
lucky  fliot  finking  one  of  the  boats,  the  refl:  re- 
treated with  the  utmofl:  fpeed,  and  never  made 
their  appearance  again.  Thefe  Indians  are,  by 
Captain  Robert's  accotmt,  engaged  in  continual 
warfare  with  the  inhabitants  of  Waitahu,  and 
offer  their  daughters,  nay,  fometimes  their  wives, 
to  foreigners,  with  whom  they  are  on  friendly 

K  2  terms. 
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terms.  You  may  keep  them  as  long  as  you  pleaic, 
and  return  them  when  you  want  them  no  longer. 
The  Indian  ladies,  fo  far  from  objeAing  to  this 
Ibrt  of  civility,  commence,  on  the  contrary,  as 
early  as  the  age  of  ten  to  do  in  this  manner  the 
honours  of  their  ifland. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Marquesas  drink 
nothing  but  water,  and  are  not  fond  of  fpirituous 
liquorsi  The  king  and  chiefs  of  the  ifland  only 
drink  a  beverage  called  hary,  and  prepared  from 
^  a  yellow  root,  which  is  gathered  by  their  flavcs, 
,  and  cut  into  pieces,  which  they  chew,  fpit  into 
large  veflcls  filled  with  water,  and  afterwards 
fqueeze  with  their  hands  to  obtain  the  juice.  This 
liquor,  prepared  in  fo  imcleanly  a  manner,  is 
held  in  very  high  eftimation  by  the  Indian  chiefs, 
who  mix  it  with  water ;  lefs  diluted  it  is  taken 
againft  the  fcurvy.  They  alfo  ufe  it  as  a  remedy 
againft  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  has  become 
very  frequent  here,  fuice  the  firft  vlfit  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  with  which  the  whole  crew  of  the 
JefFerfon  were  infci^led. 

The  marriages  among  thcfe  Indians  laft  no 
longer  than  the  w  edded  couple  choofes,  and  efpe* 
cially  as  long  as  it  pleafcs  the  hufbands,  who  affert 
great  prerogatives  over  their  wives,  and  never 
dine  with  them.     Father,  mother,  and  children 

frequently 
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frequently  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  even  when  the 
latter  are  married.  ^ 

Befide  the  royal  dignity,  and  that  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  villages,  which  are  hereditary,  there  alfb 
exifts  fome  inequality  among  the  families,  all 
-which  pay  great  refped:  to  the  king  and  chiefs* 
Property  is  known  and  refpefted  in  this  ifland, 
and  the  number  of  fervants  and  flaves  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  a  man's  property.  Pota- 
toes, nay,  fugar-canes  are  cultivated  in  this  ifland. 
Thefts  are  feverely  puniflied,  and  the  punifliment 
is  determined  by  the  chiefs.  Fowls,  which,  how- 
ever, are  very  fcarce,  and  pigs,  of  the  Chinefe 
breed,  which  are  tolerably  abundant^  are  eaten 
roafted ;  but  fifli  they  eat  raw.  Both  men  and 
women  are  handfome. 

The  new  veffel  being  finiflicd,  and  manned 
with  ten  men.  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for  the 

r 

Sandwich  Iflands.  By  his  aflertion,  he  difcover- 
ed,  on  his  paflage  thither,  a  clufter  of  iflands, 
never  mentioned  before  by  any  other  navigator, 
and  iituated  in  latitude  eight  degrees  forty  minutes 
fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and  forty  de- 
grees weft.  He  circumnavigated  them  without 
■going  on  fliore,  called  the  whole  group  Wafliing- 
ton,  and  named  fome  of  the  iflands,  Adams,  Jef- 
fcrfon,  Hamilton,  &c, 

K  a  Capt^n 
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Captain  Ingraham,  mafter  of  the  fliip  Hope, 
of  Bofton,  faw  thefe  iflands  laft  year,  but  he 
merely  faw  them,  and  noted  their  bearings.*  By 
Captain  Robert's  account,,  he  found  in  one  of  ' 
thefe  iflands,  called  by  the  Indians  Novheva, 
which  he  named  Adams'  Ifland,  an  old  man, 
feventy-five  years  of  age,  who  had  been  there  a 
great  many  years.  This  old  man  was  bom  in 
Oohoona,  which  Captain  Robert  named  Mafla- 
chufetts  Iflaiid.  Having  coafted  along  the  fliores 
of  Ibme  of  them,  he  failed  for  Owhyhee,the  largefl: 
of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  unfortunately  de- 
rives much  celebrity  from  the  death  of  Captain 
CooK,  and  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of 
March. 

The  manners   in   the    Sandwich  Iflands   are 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  Marquefas  Iflands,    On 

*  Captain  Jofeph  Tngraham,  of  Bofton,  commander  of  the 
brigantine  Hope,  of  Bofton,  difcovered  thefe  iflands  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1791.  They  are  feven  in  number,  and  lie 
between  eight  degrees  three  minutes,  and  nine  degrees 
twenty-four  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  between  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  degrees  nineteen  minutes  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  degrees  eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from 
Greenwich.  Before  Captain  Ingraham's  difcovery  was 
known,  Captain  Jofiah  Robert,  of  Bofton,  failed  for  the 
Tiorth-weft  coaft,  faw  the  fame  iflands,  and  gave  them  the 
names  mentioned  by  the  author.  But  the  whole  group  is 
named  Ingrahaim's  Iflands,  in  honour  of  their  firft  and  tr>ie 
diraiVerer, — TranJIator. 

account 
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account  of  the  great  number  of  fliips,  which 
touch  at  this  ifland,  fowls  and  pigs  are  kept  here 
in  luch  plenty,  that  fliips  may  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  them.  Captain  Robert  intended  to  fail 
hence  for  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  and 
on  his  return  to  rendezvous  in  this  ifland,  with 
his  other  veffel.  After  having  taken  in  frelh 
water,  and  what  proviiion  he  could  obtain,  he 
proceeded  to  the  above  coaft.  * 

Nootka  Sound  lies  in  forty- nine  degrees  thirty- 
fix  minutes  north  latitude.  The  coafl:,  commonly 
defigned  by  this  name,  extends  from  forty •  eight 
to  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  As  fbon  as  a 
Ihip  comes  within  fight,  the  Indians  appear  on 
the  Ihore,  and,  if  flie  cafi:  anchor,  bring  peltry  in 
their  canoes,  which  they  know  is  the  object  of 
the  voyage.  The  canoes  are,  on  their  return,  ac- 
companied by  the  Ihip's  boats,  with  a  certain 
number  of  feamen  and  an  agent,  appointed  by 
the  matter,  to  conclude  the  bargain  with  the  In- 
.dians.  Ships  are  frequently  obliged  to  remain 
feveral  months  off  the  coaii,  before  they  can  ob- 
tain their  full  cargo. 

Captain  Robert  firfl:  dropped  anchor  in  Berke- 
ley's Sound,  whither  Indians  from  the  Straights 
of  Fuca  brought  a  great  quantity  of  furs.  His 
other  vefi!el,  which  drew  lefs  w  ater  than  that  on 
board  of  which  he  himfelf  failed,   he  ordered  to 

K  4  fail 
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fail  into  the  bays,  to  approach  nearer  to  the  coaft, 
and  to  fend  the  produce  of  her  trade  to  his  "(hip. 
The  fmall  Charlotte  Iflands,  which  lie  but  a  few 
■  miles  from  the  coaflj  contribute  alio  to  this  trade, 
which  is  carried  on  with  great  lafety,  though 
very  flowly,  as  the  inhabitants  are  of  a  mild  and 
honefl:  difpofition.  They  are  not  yet  very  fond 
of  fpirltuous  liquors;  they  prefer  copper  and  iron, 
efpecially  copper  in  iheets.  They  live  by  hunt- 
ing and  fifliing,  are  of  the  iame  complexion  as 
the  Indians,  'who  inhabit  the  fea  coaft,  but  ap- 
parently lefs  hofpitable  than  the  inliabitants  of 
the  Marquesas  Iflands. 

After  Captain  Robert  had  continued  fix  or 
feven  months  otf  this  coaft,  he  loft,  in  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  his  fecond  veilel,  which  was  lefs 
diftant  from  fhore  than  that  on  board  of  which 
he  was,  and  left  able  to  weather  the  tremendous 
ftorm.  Twelve  men  went  to  the  bottom  with 
the  vefTel,  together  with  confiderable  quantities 
of  peltry  and  articles  for  exchange,  and  alfo  with, 
the  plans  of  the  coaft,  which  Captain  Robert  re-r 
latcs  he  difcovered. 

From  Owhyhee  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for 
Canton,  where,  in  the  manner  peculiar  to  this 
place,  but  now  generally  known,  he  bartered  his 
ottcr-ikins  for  tea,  rice,  filks,  indigo,  and  nan- 
keens. The  Chinefe  merchants  are  not,  by  his 
account. 
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i^coount,  remarkable  for  honefly,  but  very  artful, 
fothat  you  may  be  eafily  overreached  by  them, 
if  you  be  not  on  your  guard.  The  otter-ikins, 
which,  off  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  you 
obtain  for  about  fix  dollars,  fetch  in  Canton 
twenty  dollars.  But  Captain  Robert  aflured  me, 
that  the  price  encreafes  on  the  coaft,  whence  they 
are  procured,  and  decreafes  in  China.  Otters  are 
found  between  forty  and  fixty  degrees. 

The  Englifli,  French,  and  American  fhips  pro- 
ceed no  farther  than  Norfolk  Sound,  in  fifty-five 
degrees  north  latitude  ;  the  Ruffians  trade  to  the 
more  northerly  parts.  After  having  traverfed  the 
Siberian  defarts  in  numerous  caravans,  they  ftop 
in  Kamtfchatka,  where  they  build  flilps,  and  then 
fail  to  the  Fox  Iflands,  double  Cape  Providence, 
and  commence  their  trade  in  Loak  River.  They 
treat  the  Indian  pofiTeffions  as  Ruffian  provinces, 
impofe  contributions,  and  flog  or  kill  the  inha- 
bitants, if  their  propofals  of  exchange  be  not 
immediately  accepted.  Their  articles  for  barter 
are  rum,  copper,  and  tobacco ;  the  peltry  which 
they  obtain,  they  fell  to  merchants  of  Kamt- 
fchatka, who  fupply  them  with  merchandize* 
They  frequently  return  three  times,  to  fetch  peltry 
and  import  into  Ruffia  the  commodities  of  China, 
with  which  they  arrive  in  caravans^  after  an  ab- 
fcT^ce  of  three  or  four  years. 

From 
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■  From  Canton,  where  Captain.  Robert  con^ 
tinued-from  the  25th  of  November,  1794,  imtil 
the  1 2th  of  February,  1 795,  he  failed  back  ftraigbt 
to  America,  after  having  loft  fome  fcamen  through 
iUncfs  and  indifcretion.  He  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  28th 
of  July,  1795,  without  having  touched  at  any 
foreign  port  fmce  his  departure  from  Canton. 
However  diflatisficd  Captain  Robert  is  with  this 
voyage,  yet  he  entertains,  it  feems,  the  project  of 
fetting  out  foon  on  another  for  the  fame  deftina- 
tion.  He  bears  the  charaifter  of  a  brave,  bold, 
and  prudent  feaman,  and  fpcaks  of  his  voyages  as 
a  man,  who  is  pcrfcftly  acquainted  with  thole 
"which  were  made  before  his,  and  who  is  able  to 
improve  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of 
others. 

JOURNEY  INTO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE,  AND 
BACK  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

DEPARTURE  PROM  BOSTON — JOURNEY  TO  THE  DIS- 
TKICT  OF  MAINE. 

On  the  firft  project  I  had  formed  to  defcend  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  to  vifit  Hallifax,  and  to  re- 
turn into  the  United  States  through  the  diftriA 
of  Maine,  1  intended  to  vifit  General  Knox,  who, 
with  exquifite  politenefs,  had  given  me  in  Phila- 
delphia an  invitation  to  that  effeft,  and  whofe 
maniipn 
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manfion  was  fituated  on  my  way.  On  my  arriva* 
I  entertained  the  fame  idea,  although  at  that  time 
the  diftrift  of  Maine  lay  rather  out  of  my  way ; 
and  the  repeated  proofs  of  friendfliip  I  received 
from  the  General  confirmed  me  in  my  refolution. 
I  accordingly  embarked  with  him  for  St.  George's 
River,  whither  he  returned '  after  a  four  months 
abfence. 

The  houfe  of  the  General  is  fituated  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  Bofton,  both  by  land  and 
water.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  paffage  is  ge- 
nerally made  in  twenty-four  hours ;  but  peculiar 
circumftances  prevented  us  for  three  or  four  days 
from  availing  ourfelves  of  the  favourable  wind ; 
and  after  thefe  impediments  had  been  removed, 
our  captain  wiihed,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  improve 
the  firft  appearance  of  fine  weather.  This  was 
very  trifling  indeed,  when  he  fet  fail,  for  which 
reafon  we  were  fcarcely  able  the  firft  evening  to 
clear  the  mouth  of  the  harbohr.  On  the  fecond 
day  we  were  forced  by  a  thick  fog,  and  ftrong 
indication  of  a  heavy  ftorm,  to  make  the  bay  of 
Cape  Ann.  Thcfe  meafures  of  precaution,  adopted 
by  our  captain,  of  which  we  could  not  but  ap- 
prove, removed  us  forty  miles  out  of  the  ftraight 
road.  As  foon  as  the  fog  and  indication  of  a 
ftorm  had  difappeared,  we  got  again  under  way ; 
but  meeting  with  a  dead  calm,  we  were  obliged 

to 
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to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor,  within  four 
hundred  yards  of  our  firft  anchoring  place.  The 
wind  generally  died  away  early  in  the  morning, 
as  well  as  the  afternoon,  for  which  reafon  wc 
reached  not  the  General's  maniion  till  afterapaf- 
lage  of  feventy-two  hours,  and  after  having  failed 
fifteen^miles  up  St,  George's  River, 

CAPE  ANN,  GLOUCESTER. 

The  circimiftance  of  our  being  compelled  to 
put  into  the  bay  of  Cape  Ann  afforded  nie  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  drying  of  cod  fifli.  The 
whole  coaft  of  Maflfachufetts,  and  elpccially  of 
the  diftrift  of  Maine,  is  inhabited  by  filhermen, 
engaged  in  the  filhery  on  the  great  fand-bank ; 
they  bring  all  the  fifli  on  fhore,  where  they  re-' 
ceive  the  laft  dreffing.  The  fifli  arc  waflied  as 
foon  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  laid 
firft  in  heaps,  that  the  water  may  run  off.  Then 
they  remain  for  two  or  three  days  expofed  to  the 
air,  after  which  they  are  placed  on  hurdles,  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  breadth,  three  or  four  feet 
above  the  ground,  and  as  long  as  the  field  oa 
which  they  are  erefted,  generally  about  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  twenty  yards.  The  fifli  are  laid 
on  thefe  hurdles,  firft  three  or  four,  one  upon  an- 
other, and,  after  they  have  loft  moft  of  the  water,^ 
every  fifli  feparatcly ;  they  are  frequently  tumedj^ 

that 
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that  they  may  get  thoroughly  dry,  which  gene- 
rally takes  five  or  fix  days ;  at  lafl:  they  are  packed 
in  caies,  preffed  down,  and  exported  either  to  the 
Weft  India  Iflands,  or  Europe, 

The  beft  filh,  that  is,  thofe  which,  caught  in 
the  firft  filhing  months,  are  fiiperiour  to  the  reft 
from  their  being  dried  more  llowly,  arc  lent  to 
Spain.  They  are  fold  at  double  the  price  of  thofe, 
which  are  caught  later  in  the  year,  when  the  heat 
is  mote  intenle,  and  which  are  exported  either  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  fome  part  of  the  continent. 
But  from  among  the  filh  of  the  better  fort,  which 
arc  deftined  for  Spain,  the  beft  are  picked  out  for 
thofe  inhabitants  of  Malfachufetts,  who  are  pecu- 
liarly  fond  of  fait  ftock  filh ;  and  there  arc  in 
that  county  few  families,  who  have  not,  every 
Saturday,  a  good  dilh  of  ftock  filh  on  their  tablp. 
As  to  the  ufual  partition  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
filhery,  it  is  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Ihips  employed  in  the  filhery,  which  arc 
generally  of  feventy  tuns  burthen,  are  navigated 
by  a  mafter,  fcven  feamen,  and  a  boy.  The 
owner  of  the  Ihip  has  a  fourth  qf  the  profit ;  the 
dryer  on  the  coaft  an  eighth,  and  the  reft  is  divided 
among  the  mafter  and  feamen,  in  proportion  to 
the  filh  they  have  caught.  The  expence  for 
candles,  wood,  bait,  and  fait  is  dedufted,  previ- 
oufly  to  the  partition ;  every  feaman  takes  care  of 

the 
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the  fifli  he  has  caught.  A  veflel  of  fixty  tons 
burthen  takes  upon  an  average  twelve  hundred 
cod  fifh,  which  are  generally  worth  two  dollar* 
and  a  half  per  hundred  weight,  but  coft  at  pre- 
fcnt  from  five  to  fix  dollars. 

The  town  of  Gloueefter,  which  is  iituatcd  near 
Cape  Ann,  employs  in  the  fifliery,  at  the  great 
bank,  about  forty  or  fifty  yachts  and  brigs.  Thefe 
vcflels  are  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  ten  tons ;  make  in  general  three 
voyages  in  a  year,  if  they  commence  fifliing  in 
March,  and  continue  until  November,  when  die 
fifhery  terminates.  Before  the  war,  the  town  of 
GlouGcllcr,  though  lefs  confiderabic  tlian  at  pre- 
fent,  employed  more  vdTcls  in  the  fifheiy  than 
at  this  time.  This  decrcafe,  which  fecms  ex- 
traordinary, fmcc  the  number  of  fliipt.  built  in' 
this  port  is  much  greater  now  than  at  that  time, 
originates  from  the  comparatively  greater  advan- 
tages, which  the  ihip-owners  derive  from  trade. 
But  the  number  of  towns,  which  fhare  in  the 
filhery  on  the  great  bank,  is  alfo  more  confider- 
able  than,founerIy ;  fo  that  although  the  fliare  of 
fmgle  places  in  the  filhery  may  have  decreafcd 
within  thefe  laft  fifteen  years,  yet  the  number  of 
thofe  that  Ihare  in  it  has  greatly  cncrcafcd. 

Befides  the  fiihery  on  the  great  bank,  the  coafts 
of  MaflHchufetts,  and  the  diftrid  of  Maine,  fur- 

nifli 
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nifh  alfo  large  quantities  of  ftock  fifli.  They  arc 
neither  fo  large,  nor  fo  plentiful,  as  at  the  great 
bank ;  yet  this  filhery  affords  ufeful  employment 
to  a  confiderable  number  of  Ihips,  which  proceed 
only  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  coaft,  return  home 
every  week,  and  are  not  expofed  to  the  fame  dan- 
ger as  fhips  engaged  in  the  other  fifhery,  which 
mix  their  fifh  with  thofe  that  are  caught  near 
Newfoundland* 

The  road  of  Cape  Ann  lies  fouth-weft  from  the 
Cape.  It  is  capacious  and  fafe.  On  a  command- 
ing eminence  on  the  coafl,  a  fort  is  now  con- 
ftruAing,  which  will  moft  efFedlually  protect  both 
the  road  and  its  entrance.  Within  the  fort  a 
block-houfe  is  built,  the  lower  part  of  which 
ferves  for  a  powder-magazine;  and  that  part, 
which  is  dcflined  to  be  inhabited  by  the  garrifon, 
is  built  with  £b  much  cate,  that  in  all  probability 
it  will  be  bomb-proof. 

The  town  of  Gioucefler,  fltuated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay,  is  pleafant,  thoiigh  not  regular. 
|t  contains  a  number  of  flores  or  Ihops,  and  a 
confiderable  prpportlon  of  good  houfes.  Like  all 
the  other  fmall  towns  around,  it  has  an  air  of 
brifk  and  thriving  induflry. 

In  the  year  1794,  commodities  to  the  .value  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  were  exported  out  of  Gloucefter ; 

but 
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but  its  exports  for  the  prefent  year  will  Scarcely 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  dol- 
lars. Its  chief  trading  intercourie  is  with  the 
Weft  Indies. 

We  have  obtained  little  new  information  in 
the  courfe  of  our  voyage  thither.  We  came  on 
board  a  veiTel  belonging  to  pt.  George's  River,  . 
■which  ufually  takes  in  its  lading  there.  The 
principal  commercial  bufmefs  of  the  province  of 
Maine  confirts  in  the  exportation  of  timber  to 
Bofton.  It  is  conveyed  in  fmall  yachts  from 
eighty  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen : 
fbmetimes  brigs  and  fchooncrs  are  employed. 
The  yachts  are,  however,  preferred,  becaufe  they 
are  lighter  than  the  others,  and  can  be  navigated 
by  fewer  hands.  At  times  thefc  yachts  will  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk, 
Baltimore,  or  Charleftown.-  From  thefe  places 
they  are  always  freighted  back  with  a  new  cargo, 
by  which  the  profits  of  the  voyage  arc  incrcafed. 
From  Bofton  they  muft  return  empty,  and  there- 
fore lefs  readily  undertake  that  voyage.  The 
clear  profits  of  a  fmgle  voyage  were  eftimated  at 
fixly-fix  dollars.  One  of  thefe  veflels  made,  laft 
year,  iixteen  or  feventeen  voyages ;  and  the 
owner's  neat  gains  for  that  length  of  time- 
amounted,  to  between  one  thoufand  and  fifty-fix' 
and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twelve  dol-  '■ 

lars; 
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kn ;  while  the  coft  of  the  veffel  was  from  three 
thoufand  to  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  When  the  timber  is  uncommonly  ^ 
excellent  in  its  quality,  the  profits  are  greater. 
The  returns  are  alfo  unufually  good  from  cargoes 
of  lime,  of  which  thei^  begins  to  be  abundance 
found  in  the  province  of  Maine.  When  the  popu- 
lation of  this  province  Ihall  have  adequately  in^ 
creafed,  and  its  quarries  Ihall  be  wrought  in  a 
due  proportion,  it  will  then  find  a  very  ample 
fburce  of  wealth  in  the  exportation  of  its  lime 
ftone. 

The  vefTel  in  which  we  failed  was  dirty  and 
incommodious.  Like  the  refl  of  this  craft,  it 
was  fitted  for  the  reception  of  goods,  not  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  few  cafual  pafTengers.  But  ' 
the  attentions  of  the  captain  made  every  thing 
as  agreeable  as  poffible  to  us.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  % 
that  thefe  vefTels  very  often  go  without  a  lading, 
and  many  times  return  even  without  ballaft ;  a 
condition  of  the  fhip,  which  makes  prudence  and 
rigilance  in  the  captain  peculiarly  necefTary.  Our 
food,  during  the  fhort  voyage,  confifled  chiefly  of 
fifh,  which  we  caught  ourfelves.  Of  thefe  there 
is  on  the  coafls  fuch  plenty,  that  before  your  line 
has  been  cafl  two  minutes,  you  are  fure  to  have 
a  fifh  on  your  hook,  which  will  weigh,  at  the 
kafl,  two  pounds,  often  not  lefs  than  twelve 

Vol.  11.  L  pounds. 
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pouink.  They  are  of  the  fpecies  of  the  cod  ^ik' 
and  the  haHbut ;  the  cod  fiih  are  hrger,  and  vrotfc 
in  their  flavour  than  thoie  of  many  other  places. 
On  thefe  coafts^  efpecially  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  lie  a  number  of  •  iflets.  At  the-  mouth  of 
St.  George's  River  there  appears  a  Aiuhitfide  of 
thefe  of  almoft  every  diveriity  of  iize  and  figure: 
fcarcdy  one  of  them  is  under  cultivation.  Moil 
of  them  bebiig  to  the  ilate.  Thefe  coaib  are  all>' 
more  or  lefs,  inhabited.  The  tide  is  iaid  to  flow* 
up  St.  George's  Biver,  for  the  ipace  of  two  and 
twqi^  miles.  To  the  diilance  of  fifteen  miles 
firpm  Its  mouth,  the  <:hannel  of  the  liver  is  three 
quarters  of  a  nn^e  broad.  It  there  empties  itielf 
into  a  bay-  of  nearly  the  fame  breadth ;  after 
^hich  it  is  fiiddcnly  contradlcd  into  a  bed  fcarcely^ 
thirty  .fathoms  from  one  fide  to  the  other. 

THOMAS  TOWN.--GENERAL  KNOX  AND  HIS      . 

FAMILY. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  wide  bay  ftands  the 
houfe  of  General  Knox.  From  its  front  there  is 
a  truly  intcreftiiig  profpeiR:  of  the  river,  for  an  ex-^ 
tent  of  nine  miles.  The  houfe  is  agreeably  fitu- 
atcd  on  a  declivity,  which  rifes  with  a  gentle  ele- 
vation  from  the  river-fide.  Almoft  all  the  adja-  ■ 
cent  lands  have  been,  for  a  longer  or  a  fliorter 
taaMj  imder  cultivatipn.     The  natural  fertility  o£ 

the 
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the  ibU  has  been  confiderably  improved,  and  it 
afibrds  pafture  to  numerous  herds  of  black  cattle 
and  flocks  of  Iheep.  The  dwelling-houfes  around 
arc  frequent ;  and  out  of  a  hundred  that  may 
be  feen  at  the  General's  refideilce,  there  are  hardly 
half  a  dozen  log-houies.  The  General's  houfc 
b  a  handfomcj  though  not  a  magnificent  ftruc- 
turc ;  neatly,  if  not  iumptuoufly  fumifhed ;  fuf- 
ficiently  Ipacious  and  convenient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a  numerous  family,  vv^ith  additional 
lodging  for  the  Occafional  reception  of  icven  or 
eight  friends,'  or  even  more ;  who,  however  un- 
expeded  their  coming,  vsrould  not  fail  to  find 
therafelves  as  comfortably  entertained  as  they 
could  defire. 

The  General  pofle{fes>  in  right  of  his  wife,  a 
rery  extenfive  landed  eftate,  which  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Wdldo  Patent,  The  right  of  the 
.  property  of  this  eftate  is  derived  either  from  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  which  was  made  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  century  by  the  family  of 
Waldo,  from  whom  Mrs,  Knox  is  a  defcendent ; 
or  from  a  fubfequent  agreement  between  the  In* 
dians  and  the  fame  family  of  Waldo.  This  agree- 
ment was  at  that  time  ratified  by  the  King  of 
England,  then  fovereign  of  this  part  of  America ; 
end,  fmce  the  revolution,  it  has  been  declared 
valid  by  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts.     The  Gene- 


148  TRAVELS   THROtrOR 

sal  has  acquired  likewife  a  large  eftate  hy  pvtt^ 
chafe,  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  former.  He 
enjoys  both  thefe  eftates,  therefore,  under  every 
right  of  tenure  by  which  property,  can  be  ren- 
dered upqucftionably  fecurc.  Of  this  great  cftate, 
a  thoufand  acres  have  been  inherited  from  the 
Waldoes,  the  anceftors  of  Mrs.  Knox ;  a  family, 
of  which  the  male  line  is  now  extinft :  the  reft 
is  the  acquilition  of  her  hufband,  the  General, 
put,  befides  this,  a  number  of  famiFies  have,  at 
different  times,  eftablilhed  thcmlelves  on  Waldo's 
Patent,  without  any  authority,  fave  that  they 
met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  attempt,  a^  a  time 
when  the  traft  which  remained  undivided^  was 
not  kept  imder  the  particular  infpcftion  of  any 
perlbn,  who  might  have  proteAcd  the  rights  of 
the  original  proprictws*  Moft  of  thefe  encroachers 
have  fettled  near  th6  coaft*  The  advantage  of  a 
rich  filhery  firft  drew  them  hither,  and  was  long 
their  only  fource  of  emolument.  By  degrees 
they  cultivated  feme  fpots  of  ground,  bciide  their 
huts.  The  foil  was  found  to  be  fertile ;  and  itr 
afforded  them  an  abundant  increafe.  To  the  firft 
.  fimple  huts  fucceeded  houfes  of  firmer  {lru6hire> 
and  a  better  appearance ;  the  whole  extent  of  the 
cftate  of  Waldo's  Patent,  along  the  fea-coaft  and 
the  fhore  ■  of  St.  George's  River,  and  for  about 
half  a  mile  inland,  is  now  almofl  entirely  occu- 
"  pied. 
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"tH^,  and  irnder  ciiltivation.     The  richefl  part  of 
this  territory  is  in  the  poflcffion  of  perlbns  who 
have  no  juft  right  to  i%»     The  value  of  the  pro- 
dudions  of  the  foil,  and  the  advantages  of  a  iitua« 
tipn  lb  contiguous  to  the  river  and  the  fea-coaft, 
make  their  lot  extremely  defirable.     The  Gene- 
raFs  right  to  diipoffcs  thefe  intruders  is  unquef* 
tionable.     But,  this  right  is  eafier  to  be  proved 
than  to  be  made  efFedive  ;  for  there  are  perhaps 
a  thoufand  families  who,  if  it  were  to  be  carried 
into  force,  would  be  ftripped  of  their  pofleffioni. 
Moft  of  them  arc  well  aware,  that  they  came 
hither,  and  formed  their  iettlements,  witho\it 
having  acqxiired  any  previous  right  to  the  lands 
which  they  chofe  to  occupy.     They  knew  not 
then,  indeed,  that  thofe  lands  belonged  to  Gene- 
ral Knox  or  to  the  Waldo  family  ;  but  fuppofctc^ 
this  to  be  an  uninhabited  territory,  formerly  o( 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  fince,  of  the  Stat^  of 
Maflachufetts,    The  example  of  fo  many  others, 
who  had  no  more  right  than  themfelves,  encou- 
jragcd,  and  feemed  to  authorife  them  to  fettle  at 
their  pleafure.    In  fo  doing,  they  intended  no  in- 
croachmcnt  upon  the  property  of  the  General ; 
and,  iince  the  commencement  of  their  refidence 
hei^,  they  have  improved  their  ground  by  their 
care  and  laboiir,  and  have  a<ftn^lly  bellowed  the 
better  part  of  that  which  CQnftitut#  its  prefent 
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valuc^  for  the  lands  adiacent  are  by  no  means  o!f 
equal  fertility;,  Thcfe  confiderations  cannot^  in^ 
deed;  inveft  them  with  a  dear  title  to  their  poft 
feffions,  yet  give  them,  certainly,  a  claim  to  in**^ 
diligence.  A  great  proprietor,  who  ihonld  prc-f 
tend  to  overlcftdk  thcfe  fads,  would  defervedljc 
incur  the  blame  of  bafe  and  difhoneft  felfiflmeiik 
He  might  expofe  himfelf,  even  while  iiiccefsfulj^ 
in  vindicating  his  rights  before  a  court  of  juiHcc, 
to  the  general  refentment  of  the  whole  country. 
And  by  his  fiiccefs,  even  his  own  pecuniary  in* 
terefts  might  be  injured  in  confequence  of  the 
confuiion,  the  diiTenfions,  the  diiperfion,- and  the 
clamour^  which  would,  in  fuch  a  country  as  this 
cnftie. .  ^ 

Of  the  importance  of  thefe  coniiderations  Ge* 
neral  Knox  is  fully  fenfible ;  and  he  has  been 
guided  by  them  in  his  condu6l  towards  this  nu-- 
merous  clafs  of  pexfons  ufurping  the  pofleffion  of 
his  eftates.  None  of  them  denies  his  title  Some 
are  willing,  on  this  account,  to  fell  him  a  part  of 
their  plantations,  at  a  very  low  price  ;  and  with 
-them  he  comes  to  an  eafy  compromife.  Others 
wifh  to  acquire  a  legal  right  to  their  poffeffions ; 
and  with  them  he  agrees,  that,  for  the  payment 
of  a  fmall  fum,  they  fhall  rernain  proprietors, 
each,  of  a  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is  reckoned, 
in  the  Stain  of  Maffachufetts,  to  be  a  farm  fuffi- 
^  cient 
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iCient  fpt  the  fupport  of  a  family.  Thus  com- 
piying  with  circumftances,  he  is  careful  neither 
to  attack  the  interefts  of  p^icular  individuals, 
por  to  ict  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  prejudice* 
of  the  country ;  ^nd  the  fagacity  of  his  manage- 
pient  cannqt  fail  to  be,  in  the  end,  produ^vc  of 
$he  moft  advantageous  confequences. 

In  this  territory,  it  feems  to  me,  that  no  perfbn 
can  fail  to  thrive,  wrho  poiTeflcs  fo  eminently,  the 
qualities  of  intelligence,  prudence,  and  aftivity, 
jtogether  w^ith  a  fufpcient  capital,  to  lay  out  in 
improvements. 

Thefe  neceflary  fubdivifions  of  his  eftate  can 
only  ferve  to  make  it  all  one  fccne  of  profperous 
hulbandry  wd  abundant  population,  fooner  than 
the  vsrorthy  owner  could  otherwife  have  expedled. 
So  much  do  I  know  of  his  charader  and  talents, 
and  fo  freely  did  he  explain  his  plans,  to  me,  that 
I  cannot  but  hope  as  warmly,  as  I  fincerely  wifh, 
th^  happieft  confequenpcs  to  his  affairs  and  to  the 
country,  to  refult  from  them  both.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  feems  to  be  indifpenfibly  requifite  to  their 
iiiccefs,  that  th^y  be  profecnte^  with  unwearied 
and  unalterable  perfeverance.  At  the  dift^i;ice  of 
Philadelphia,  and  amidft  other  bufmefs,  it  ynll  b« 
impoffible  to  give  the  due  attention  to  thdr  ad- 
vancement. A.rcfidence  on  the  fpot  is  abfolutely 
peceflary.     But,  with  this,  attention  and  adivity 

L  4  cannot 
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cannot  fail  to  furmount  every  obilacle ;  and  €be 
liappieft  event  mnft  infallibly  enfue.  Generdl 
Knox  is  fnlly  fenfible  of  all  this ;  and  has^  thqite*' 
fore,  retired  ifrom  that  public  bufinefs,  in  which 

he  was  engaged^  for  five  and  twenty  years  of  his 

« 

life>  with  great  honour  to  himfelf^  and  to  whidi 
he  generouily  iacrificed  a  part  of  hb  fortune.  He 
has  even  reiblved  to  decline  attending  the  winter- 
meetings  of  the  legiilature  of  the  State  of  Mafia* 
chuietts.  Thus^  from  a  fucceisful  caieer  iti  poE« 
tical  life»  he  turns  himfelf  to  augment  an:d  iftx- 
prove  a  fair  eftate,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
may  probably  leave  immenfe  wealth  to  hb  family. 
Can  a  man  know  a  paft  life  of  more  agreeable 
tetrolpcft,  in  connexion  with  future  profp^db 
more  fair,  and  pfomifing  ? 

A  MORE  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DIS-^ 

TRICT  OF  MAINF. 

At  prefcnt,  the  trade  of  St.  George's  River  is 
neither  remarkably  brifk,  nor  very  gainful ;  and 
a  dozen  petty  merchants  refident  in  Warren, 
Thomaftow^n,  and  Waldoborough,  arc  proprietors 
of  almoft  all  the  fllipping.  The  captain  of  a  Ihip 
has,  commonly,  a  fhare  in  the  property  of  hen 
The  merchants  have  Ihops ;  and  exchange  theit 
goods,  with  great  advantage,  for  provifion,  wdth 
which  they  are  fupplied  by  the  country-people; 

and 
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itid  Wood  for  exportation,  with  which  they  freight 
tli^it  veflels.  But,  though  the  neceffities  of  the 
J)eople,  and  the  advantage  with  which  thefe  mer- 
, chants  can  difpofc  of  their  goods,  might  encou- 
rage them  to  a  more  extenfivc  trade  in  wood, 
they  rarely  procure  more  of  it,  in  fpring,  than 
'  will  ferve  their  domeftic  purpofes,  and  lade  a 
fingle  veflel.  They  fcarcely  ever  freight  any 
liumber  of  velTels  with  this  commodity.  Their 
profits  arife  thiefly  fg^m  the  retail  fale  of  tlieir 
goods,  and  from  the  freight  which  they  fome- 
times  receive,  in  cOnfequence  of  having  a  Ihare 
in  a  fhip. 

The  refl  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  frtiall 
land-holders  and  the  Ihip-captains.  Every  colo- 
Tiift  fells,  in  winter,  a  certain  quantity  of  trees, 
which  he  either  chops  up  into  billets,  or  carries 
to  the  faw-mill.  Thefe  produces  of  the  country 
he  delivers  to  the  captain,  to  carry  them  to  Bof- 
ton,  and  fell  them  there  on  his  accounts  if  want 
of  money  do  not  oblige  him  to  difpofe  of  them 
to  the  merchants  on  the  fpot.  The  freight  of 
the  timber,  and  of  thofe  other  products  which 
^:he  country  adjacent  to  St.  George's  River  affords 
for  exportation,  is  moire  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  ditferent  articles.  It  is,  however, 
no  unufual  thing  for  the  perfons  Ihippifig  car- 
goes, to  agree,  that  the  captains  Ihall   receive, 

as 
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as  freight^  a  foiirth  part  of  the  prioe^  which  th^ 
commodities  ihaU  fetch  in  the  market*  This  the 
captain  divides  with  his  owners ;   referving  ta 
himfelf  one-half.  ,  Out  of  this  he  fupports  and 
:  pays  the  Ihip's  crew,  for  the  voy^e. ,  The  owner 
of  the  cargo  is  to  receive  three-fourths  Qijt  of  its 
whole  proceeds.     It  often  happens,  that  H^  d^ar 
profit  out  of  thefe  three-fourths  is  {lot  eqi}al  to 
that  onq-fourth  which  was  paid  for  thf  Dneight^ 
Thfe  prinie  coil  qf  a  cargo,  for  inftance^  £h|Lll  be 
a  hundred  dollars ;  it  ihall  be  fold  in  pdlhiii  for 
^  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  :  out  of  titus  fiim^ 
forty*-five  dollars  gg  to  pay  the  freight ;  and  the 
clear  gain  to  the  exporter,  after  the  value  of  .the 
gbods  is  deduded,  will,  then',  be  no  more  thai^ 
thirty-five  dollars.     It  is,  indeed,  trug,  that  the 
proprietors  of  thefe  fniall  cargoes  fupply  their 
timber  out  of  their  own  woods  ;  convey  it  to  the 
Ihore  upon  their  own  fledges,  dr^wn  by  their 
own  oxen,  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  necefV 
fariiy  employed  in  other  work  ;  an^  reckon  no? 
thing  for  their  own  labour,  by  all  which  their 
fmall  profits  are  fomewhat  enhanced.   It  is  likcr 
wife  true,  that,  as  the  felling  and  removing  of 
the  trees  clears  the  ground  for  agriculture,  howr 
ever  little  the  timber  may  bring,  its  exportation 
is  {till  to  be  regarded  as  coniiderably  advantageous. 
When  the  proprietor  of  the  cargo  is,  at  th? 

iAme 
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Same  time,  owner  of  the  vcffcl,  he  then  allows 
the  captain  one-half  of  the  clear  profit,  over  and 
fibove  the  prime  coft  of  the  commodity.  ,But,  bf 
this,  I  believe,  there  is  no  inftance  in  St.  George's 
River.  In  that  cafe,  whether  the  goods  be  the 
produce  of  the  exporter's  own  lands,  or  be  pur- 
chafed  by  him  for  exportation,  he  fixes  a  certain 
medium  price,  which  muft  firft  be  deduced  be- 
fore the  captain  can  come  in  for  his  ihare.  When 
the  prime  coil  of  a  cargo  is  four  hundred  dollars, 
-^and  if:  is  fold  again  for  fix  hundred,  the  captain 
.then  receives  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  mer- 
chant and  owner  of  the  veffel  another  hundred. 
Trifling  as  thefe  accounts  may  appear,  ftili  thcjr 
•iare  by  no  means  indifferent  with  refpeft  to  our 
knowledge  of  a  country  fb  new  as  this,  and  io 
highly  calculated  to  excite  our  intereft  in  what 
concerns  it.  But,  the  trade  from  St.  George's 
Hiver,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  not  by  any 
means  briik.  The  fhips,  which  might  take  in  a 
lading  in  the  fpace  qf  two  or  three  days,  often 
-confume  as  many  weeks  in  an  idle  delay,  and  are, 
4:ven  then,  not  fully  laden. 

The  caufcs  of  this  flacknefs  of  bufinefs  are ; 
1.  The  want  of  creeks  fufficiently  deep  to  admit 
the  timber  to  be  conveyed  down  them  -for  ex- 
portation, after  the  lands  more  contiguous  to  St. 
Cfeorge's  River  have  been  cleared  of  woodsy    2. 

Thf  ■ 


Ii6  9)UVSL«  TUU>V«S 

The  fcaicity  of  good  faw-inills^  which  is  indooi 
A  natutal  coniequence  of  the  fonner  di&dtan* 
tage  ;  3.  The  want  of  iuffident  capitals  in  1^  . 
hands  of  their.merchants,  which  being  employ^ 
with  intelligence  and  adivity^  Aight  conquer  any 
physical  difficulties,  or  fnight,  at  leaft,  partially 
remove  whatever  is  iiow  very  unfavourable. 

General  Knox  has  proje<Eled  a  canal  to  improte 
the  navigation  of  St  George*s  Eiver^  whicfa^  by 
avoiding  many  rapi^,  will  rend^  tibe  nvernavir 
gable  for  feventy  or  eighty  miles  further  up  than 
vefTels  at  pitientgo*  A  great  qiuintity  of  woodt 
that  cannot  no  w  1^  btoiight  to  be  fhippedj  wouldj* 
then,  be  eafily  widiin  the  reach  of  water-carnage. 
The  canal  is  indeed  already  begun.  At  the  rapids,| 
which  it  will  leave  free  from  navigation,  a  num*^ 
ber  of  faw-mills  may  be  ere&ed.  Thelc  Mr. 
Pope,  the  ableft  civil-cnginecr  in  all  Americaj» 
has  engaged  to  form,  and  which,  of  confequence„ 
will  be  conftrufttjd  in  the  utmoft  perfe  Aion. » Per- 
>haps  this  canal,  when  cut,  may  open  a  commu-^ 
nication  with  other  ftrcams,  by  w^hich  means  na- 
vigation fhall  be  facilitated,  agriculture  improved, 
and  traffic  enriched  and  enlivened.  A  magazine 
of  wood,  of  all  forts,  might  then  be  formed,  to 
lade  the  fhips  whenever  they  Ihoiild  arrive  in  the 
rivcri  and  to  meet  all  the  demands  and  fpecula- 
^ns  of  the  merchants.     At  prcfent  there  is  not 

a  iingle 
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as  fingle  trader  in  the  country,  who  could  fupply 
a  cargo  of  wood  for  a  veffel  of  ninety  tons  burthen, 
in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  two  months.  Ship- 
building is,  in  this  river,  no  unpromifing  branch 
of  trade.  Oak-trees  are  fo  abundant  in  the  neigh* 
bourhopd,  that  thefe  may  long  fupply  fufficient 
materials,  without  there  being  any  neceffity  for 
having  recourfc  to  the  more  inacceffible  interior 
partSr^  The  common  price  for  ihip-building,.  in 
St.  George's  River,  is  ten  pounds,  or  thirty-three 
dollars  and  two  Ihillings  a  ton  ;  all  things  being, 
for  this  money,  fupplied,  and  the  veflels  are  fold 
at  Bofton,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds, 
or  froni  forty  to  forty- three  dollars,  a  ton.  To 
the  number  of  five  or  iix  veflels  a  year  are  built 
in  St.  George's  River.  Ships,  of  any  number  of 
tons  burthen,  can  come  as  far  up  as  the  houfe  of 
'General  Knox  ;  but  to  Warren,  the  limit  of  the 
influx  of  the  tide  into  the  river,  only  vefl!els  of 
eighty  tons  burthen  can  afcend. 

Agriculture  is,  throughout  this  territory,  but 
in  a  poor  ftatc,  although  the  land  is  every  where 
iufficiently  fertile.  The  people  fow  but  little 
wheat,  from  a  perfuafion,  that  the  climate  is  too 
cold  for  it,  fcarcely  any  Indian  com,  and,  on  the 
whole,  but  little  oats.  The  ground  lies  mofl:ly 
in  grais  and  affords  excellent  hay,  among  which 
is  a  wild  clover,  which  grows  thick,  and  is  of  a 

pleafant 


/' 


198       .     .  T&AVBLS  THROUGH 

pleafant  fragrance.  Befides  thofe  things  whidh 
arc  adverfe  to  the  improvement  of  AmeriGaa 
hufbandry  in  general,  the  agriailture  of  thk 
Kgion  lies  under  the  following  difadvantagcs  pc^ 
culiar  to  itfclf :  1.  The  luccels  of  Xhc  ^Jheryt 
which  affords  abundant'  means  of  firtiple  fiibiift* 
ence  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  depend  upon  it.  2* 
The  fcope  for  employment  in  wood-^cutting^  which 
yields  fmall  but  certain  daily  wages,  and  draws 
men  from  the  plough,  of  which  the  profits  return 
more  flowly,  and  with  left  certainty.  S.  The 
buiinefs  of  lime^buming  affords  certain, ,  and  not 
inconfiderable  wages,  and  thus  allures  many  of 
the  people  from  the  tillage  of  the  lands,  prema* 
turely  exhaufts  their  ftrength,  enhances  their  nc- 
ceffities,  and  leads  them  into  the  fatal  habit  of 
intoxicating  themfclves  with  ftrong  liqiiors.  Ex- 
perience evinces,  that  thefe  three  claiTes  of  people 
are  the  poorcft,  the  moft  profligate,  and  confe- 
quently  not  the  happieft.  The  diftrift  of  Maine 
might  produce,  any  where,  corn  equal  to  that  of 
the  lands  round  Kingfton  in  Upper  Canada,  where 
the  foil  is  not  better,  and  which  lies  under  the 
difadvantagcs  of  a  more  northern  climate.  The 
trafts  of  meadow  are  extenfive  and  beautiful ;  ia 
confequencc .  of  which  vafl  herds  of  cattle  may 
be  kept  in  the  country :  as  the  cattle  mufl;  be 
hoofed  for  fix  months  in  the  year,  great  quanti- 
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tics  of  dung,  are  accumulated ;  and  the  river 
afiprds  alfo  a  rich  and  fertilizing  flime,  which 
might  be  fuccefsfully  employed  as  manure.  All 
thefc  advantages  tend  to  encourage  agricultural 
improvements,  and  to  render  their  fuccefs  cer- 
tain. But  the  prefent  praftices  muft  firft  be 
abandoned ;  the  predominant  prejudices  niuft  firft 
be  relinquilhed ;  and,  what  is  the  hardeft  tafk  of 
all,  the  people  muft  be  roufed  from  their  negli- 
gence. I  was  aflured,  that  the  people  who  lives 
at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  inland^ 
are  better  huft)andmen,  and  raife  large  quantities 
of  corn.  1  readily  believe  the  fad,  Fifhing,  the 
burning  of  lime,  and  the  felling  of  wood,  are  a 
ibrt  of  employment  very  profitable  to  great  com- 
panies, and  to  the  pofleflbrs  of  large  capitals.  And 
provided  thefe  people  may  have  their  gains,  they 
little  care,  whether  men's  morals  be  injured,  and 
the  general  improvement  of  the  country  retarded, 
by  the  purfuits  which  they  encourage.  - 

A  pair  of  oxen  coft  here,  fixty  dollars ;  a  tow, 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars.  Although  no  pains 
are  taken  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle,  they 
are,  in  general,  good.  Land  may  be  purchafed 
vcfy  cheap,  efpecially  from  thofe  who  apply 
themfelves  to  the  filhery ;  for  thefe  people  arc 
often  in  difftctdties.  Wheat  cofts  feven  Ihillings 
a  bufhel,  and  almoft  all  that  is  here  confumed, 

is 
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is  brought  from  New  York  or  Philadc^ia.  Iti^ 
•  dian  com  is  equally  dear ;  rye  cofts  a  dolIar>  -or 
fix  fliillings  a  .bulhel,  if  bought  on  the  fpot ;  the 
price  of  oats  is  two  fhillings  and  fivc-pcncc  a 
bufliel ;  that  of  Imrky  fix  fhillings ;  a  ton  of  hay  * 
may  be  bought  for  nine  dollars.  Labourers  are 
not  eafily  t)rocurcd  here ;  but  thejr  may  be  hired 
from  the  environs  of  Bofton.  Their  wages,  for 
the  winter  months,  are  feven  dollars  a  month  ; 
for  the  fummer-months,  ten  dollars  a  month. 
All  the  milch-cows  here  arc  of  the  beft  fort. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  rifen  above  fcvcnly- 
two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  or  fevcntcen  onc-^ 
fourth  of  Reaumur,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George's 
River.  Its  ordinary  variations  have  been  fronx 
fifty  to  fifty-five  of  Fahrenheit,  or  from  eight  to 
ten  and  half  of  Reaumur.  There  has  been  much 
cold  and  rainy  weather. 

JOURNEY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  RIVER  OF 

PENOBSCOT. 

As  General  Knox's  bufmefs  called  him  to  a- 
difFerent  part  of  his  eflatcs,  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  accompanying  him,  in  order  to  acquire  a  far-- 
ther  knowledge  of  the  country.  Wc  travelled 
along  the  fliorc  of  the  bay  of  Penoblcot.  This 
bay  and  the  river  of  the  fame  name  are  the  ex*. 

treme 
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tr^me  limits  of  the  trading  manufaftories  of  the. 
diftrift  of  Maine  ;  the  fliore  of  the  bay;  along  the 

weft  coaft,  and  that  of  the  river  for  twenty  miles, 

« 

bound  the  territory  of  Waldo-patent.  Almoft  all 
this  trail  of  the  Ihore  is  inhabited  by  perfons,  ^vho 
have  occupied  their  lands  without  any  juft  title ; 
ib  that  the  true  proprietors  are  excluded  from 
their  own  lands,  by  the  uiurpation  of  thefe  un- 
authorifed  fettlers.  Wood-cutting  is  the  great 
employment  of  the  people  who  dwell  along  the 
coaft  ;  it  is  almoft  their  fole  employment.  The 
wood  growing  contiguous  to  this  bay  is  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  and  finds  therefore  a  certain  and 
ready  falc.  A  hundred  acres  of  land  will,  by  the 
iale  of  the  wood,  afford  fuftenance  to  a  family  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  thofe  diftrifts  through 
"Which  I  have  travelled  during  the  laft  five  months, 
the  wood  is  cut  down  for  the  purpofe  of  clear- 
ing the  ground ;  and  no  fooner  is  the  fniall  wood 
burnt  or  removed,  than  the  field  is  fenced  in,  and 
fown  with  grain.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Wood  is  fuifered  to  fpring  up  anew,  after  the  old 
trees  are  felled ;  the  turf  is  covered  with  a  native 
clover,  which  grows  very  luxuriantly  among  the 
roots  of  the  trees  that  have  been  cut  down,  and 
the  fmall  wood  that  lies  fcattered  around.  This 
clover  affords  forage  for  fliecp  and  black  cattle, 
which  the  owner  of  the  ground  turns  out  to  graze 
Vo^..  11.  M  and 
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apon  it.  A  flight  fence  cnclofes  his  gardcp,  the 
little  p6tatoc  ground  within  which  his  houfe 
ftands.  There  is  no  other  fort  of  enclofure  in  ufe 
ampng  thefe  people.  Upon  all  thefe  lands  in  ge- 
ileral,  there  has  been  very  little  labour  of  cultivar 
tion  employed ;  but  the  foil  is  almoft  every  where 
fertile,  and  better  in  quality  than  that  in  the  vici-^ 
nity  of  St.  George's  River.  It  is  fiich,  that  thefe 
illegal  occupiers,  after  cutting  down  the  fineft 
trees  on  one  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to  the 
fliore,  frequently  difpofe  of  this  firft  fettlcmciit ;; 
and  removing  to  another,  which  they  occupy 
i^ithout  purchafe,  clear  it  in  the  fame  manner^ 
by  cutting  dov^nti  and  felling  off  its  wood.  Pur- 
chafers  gtve  no  great  price  for  thefe  lands,  know-^^ 
ing,  that  the  title  to  the  pofleffion  of  them  is  not 
valid,  unlefs  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  General 
Knox.  They  buy  the  lands  at  Icfs  than  the  fair 
value,  from  thofe  illegal  occupiers  who^are  willing 
to  relinquifli  them,  expedling  to  fell  them  again 
with  advantage,  after  making  fome  fuitable  ar- 
rangement with  the  General ;  and,  in  this  ex-^ 
pccSation,  they  are  rarely  dii'appolnted. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot  is  one  of 

the  moft  agreeable  prolpe6ls  that  the   eye  catv 

crijoy.     The  bay  is  very  extenfive,  and  is  inter- 

^erfed  with  numberlefs  iflets  of  various  magni- 

.  tudes,  moft  of  which  are  inhabited.     It  is  but 

feldor 
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fcldom  that  any  confidcrable  number  of  vciTcls  is 
to  be  feen  in  this  bay. 

Camden  was  the  firfl:  ftagc  at  which  wc  halted. 
By  the  Indians,  and  often  ev.en  by  its  prcfent  in- 
habitants, .  this  place  is  named  Myganticock, 
^Squire  Glavery,  at  whofe  houfc  we  flopped,  is 
one  of  thofe  illegal  pofleflbrs  of  lands,  whom  in 
ftrift  juftice  General  Knox  might  difpoflcfs.  But 
various  circumftances  concur  to  induce  the  Gc- 
neral  to  confirm  his  right,  and  grant  him  a  title 
to  his  pofleffion,  upon  the  payment  of  a  Ihilling 
an  acrel  He  lives  near  a  fmall  creek,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  river.  He  occupies  both  fides 
of  this  river,  and  has  erefted  two  mills  upon  it. 
By  thefe  he  gets  a  great  deal  of  mgney ;  tliough 
the  whole  eftablilhments  of  his  buiinefs  (land 
upon  ground,  which  he  well  knows  do  not  be- 
long to  himfelf.  He  is  now  building  a  fchooncr 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen,  which 
cofts  him  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton.  He 
keeps,  likewilc,  a  Ihop.;  and  is  the  only  perfbn 
in  thefe  parts  that  carries  on  any  confidcrable 
tr^e ;  though  even  what  he  does,  in  this  way,  is, 
for  the  prefent,  but  trifling.  Camden  river  is, 
with  difficulty,  navigable  by  vcfTcls,  for  the  fpacc 
of  three  miles,  from  its  mouth  up  to  a  certain 
pool  of  extraordinary  depth,  in  its  channel.  For 
a  fmall  expence,  the  difficulties  which  obflruft  its 
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navigation  might  be  removed,  and  it  might  be 
tendered  navigable  for  the  fpace  of  a  mile  higher 
up  than  the  pool ;  though  it  is  not  theit  of  iuch 
width  as  to  admit  of  any  great  advantages  being 
derived  from  its  navigation.  It  is,  however,  pro- 
bable, that,  when  this  country  Ihall  be  In  a  better 
ftate  of  population,  what  is  now  regiarded  as  Im-^ 
poffible,  will  appear  to  be  void  of  difficulty ;  and 
when  the  river  fliall  be  rendered  navigabK  for  at 
greater  diffance  up  its  ftream,  the  improvement 
cannot  fail  to  be  in  various  refpe<9Es  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  adjacent  inhabitants. 

From  Camden,  we  proceeded  to  the  next^flagc 
at  Ducktrap-creck,  and  there  halted.  Captain 
Adma,  who  poffeflcs  both  fides  of  the  river,  fct* 
tied  here  about  feven  or  eight' yeairi  aigD,  with 
the  Gfeneral's  permiflSon.  His  brother  and  him- 
felf  had  fervcd  as  officefs  in  the  army,  without 
acquiring  any  provifion.  for  themfelves,  fave  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  fettlemcnt  upori  fome  unap- 
propriated lands.  They  arc, '  at  prefent,  mer- 
chants, owners  of  lands  which  they  have  bought, 
proprietors  of  vcflels,  maftcrs,  in  Ihort,  of  a  good 
fortune,  which,  in  the  progrcfs  of  life  and  bufi- 
nefs,  they  will,  doubtlefs,  confiderably  atigment. 
The  intelligence  and  activity  of  thefc  two  bro- 
thers, have  not  yet  been  dixeftcd  to  the  improve-^ 
ment  of  thtjir  eftates.    Thefc,  Irke  almofl  alt  the 

other 
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Other  lands  upon  tjj^  bay,  lie  entirely  without 
cultivation.     The  natural  grafs  affords  fufficicnt 
hay  ^or  winter-forage  to  the  few  cattle  whiph 
they  maintain.     They  li\^  in  differ.ent  houfes> 
byt  are,  in  every  undertaking,  equally  intereftcd. 
Captain  Alma,  whom  wc  iaw,  rcfides  conftantly 
in  America,  and  jm^aages  all  their  joint  <:oncems 
in  this  plfice.    His  brother  undertakes  voyages  in 
9  Ye0i;l  belonging  to  them,  to  England,  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  in  the  coafting  trade.   He  went 
l&tely  with  a  cargo  of  wood  to  Liverpool.     Its 
prime  coft  was  fix  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  price 
for  which  it  niay  be  fold  at  Liverpool,  may 
amount  to  fix  thoufapd  four  hundred  dollars. 
Befide   this   foreign  trade,  which  the  brothers 
Alma  prefer  tp  tlip  coafliijig- trade,  they  are  alfb 
enga^d  iiji   the  fi.(hery,   thqy  build  fhips,  and 
they  fpeculate  in  land-jobbing..     They  introduce 
as  many  new  fcttlers  as  poflible  intp  the  diftrid 
of  Maine ;  and  this  they  can  do  with  the  greater 
advantage,  as  they  ftand  very  high  in  favour  with 
General  Knox,  the  only  legal  owner  of  all  this 
territory.     1  obtained  the  following  particulars  of 
^iformation  from  Captain  Alma,  and  another  in- 
habitant of  this  diftri<5.    1.  The  price  of  fhip- 
tuilding  for  veiTels  of  a  larger  fizc,  at  Ducktrap, 
is  forty  dollars  a  ton  burthen  for  vefTels  exceeding 
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two  hundred  tons ;  and  from  twenty  to  thirty 
dollars  a  ton,  for  foch  as  are  of  fmaller  fize*  2, 
The  wages- to  the  mafler-carpcnter,  are  a  dollar 
aiid  a  half  a  day ;  to  t!he  others,  oi^ly  one  dollar ; 
and  they  arc  all  fuppUed  with  vi6hials,  at  a  fepa- 
ilitc  ttcpencc  to  their  employer,     3.  Th?  fifhery 

<m  the  coaft  is  carried  on  by  almoft  sdl  the  mer-i 

""        '  *  .  ,  ■         * 

ch^t3  oh 'the  bay,  with  vcffek  of  fift;^en  or 
twenty  tons  burthen.  Th^  captain  has  from  the 
6W0en  of  tfie  veflel,  lines,  ropes,  pr6vifi?wi>  coffee, 
inid  receives  dnis-half  .of  the  profits  of  the  fifliery, 
The  fifli  aire  dried  on  the  Fox-Iflands,  stt  the 
xhotith  of  the  hay  of  Penobfcot.  A  futeeiith 
part  gides  to  the  pfople  who  have  the  charge  of 
this  part  of  the'  bufinefs.  The  filhing  wiU  yields 
in  a  dimmer,  fixty  dollars  of  profit  to  the  Ihip- 
owher.  His  veflel  cofls  one  hundred  and  fifty 
doUarfe.  This  fifliery  is  altogether  difl:ind  froni 
that  of  falmon,  of  which  a  great  number  frequent 
the  bay  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  Almoft 
Ml  of  the  fl:ock-fifli  is  purchafed  by  the  planters 
in  the  back-fettlements,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
k  barrel ;  the  remainder  being  exported  to  the 
Wefl:-Indies.  Foreign  trade  is  reckoned  to  be 
twice  ts  profitable  as  the  coaflring-trade.  5.  The 
price  of  wood  of  all  forts  is  nearly  the  fame  a§ 
in  St.  George's  River;  the  only  difference  of  price 

arifc§ 
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arkfes  from  there  being  a  greater  or  a  fmaller 
quantity  ready  for  exportation,  at  any  particular 
time,  in  either  of  the  two  places. 

In  building  vcflels,  they  make  the  beams, 
which  fupport  the  dec]^,  from  the  trunk  of  the 
^ruce-fir ;  taking  care  that  thcfe,  and  fome  other 
parts  which  are  framed  of  this  timber,  have  9 
Sufficient  thicknefs  of  wood,  and  be  fufficiently 
xivetted  together.  The  reft  of  the  veflcl  is  made 
-of  oak  planks,  procured  from  a  different  part  of 
the  country.  It  is  but  about  three  years  fince 
the  fpruce-fir  was  firft  ufed  in  building  Ihips  in 
this  bay.  The  ihip-builders  affirm,  that  it  is  an 
.  improvement  to  the  veflels ;  but  I  am  inclined  tQ 
think,  that  the  want  of  oak,  or  rather  a  fcarcity 
jpf  this  high-priced  timber,  has  been  the  chief 
jpaufe  of  this  innovation.  They  here,  aflure  us, 
that  the  timber  of  the  fpruce-fir,  when  ufed  in 
this  way,  is  found  to  be  very  ftrong  and  laftingj 
iind  confidering  how  little  profit  is,  at  prefent,  to 
be  derived  from  building  with  fo,expenfive  a  tim- 
ber as  oak,  the  greatefl  advantages  may  refult 
from  employing  in  fhip-building  a  fpecies  of 
trees,  which  have  been  hitherto  left  to  rot  heg- 
icdled  upon  the  ground.  As  a  proof  of  the  fitnefs 
jof  fpruce-fir  for  fhip-building,  they  farther  men- 
tioned  to  us,  that  fbme  of  thefe  trees,  which  had 
been  felled  ten  years  ago,  and  had  been  expofed 
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ever  fincc  that  time  to  the  fun  and  weather,  were 
found  at  this  time  to  be  as  frefli  and  found,  as  if 
they  had  been  but  newly  cut  down. 

Thcj  planks  of  thp  body  of  the  Ihip,  to  the:, 
water's  edge,  are  often  made,  iqftead  of  oak, 
tather  of  beech-wood,  or  of  the  wood  of  the  black 
birch,  which*  is  reckoned , equally  hard  and  gopd. 
The  keel  is  of  the  wood  of  the  beech^  of  the 

r 

,  itigar-maple,  or  of  another  Ipecies  that  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  rock-niaple..  .  With  thefb 
ibrts  of  wood,  there  is  not  above  a  fiftlvpart  of  the 
whole  Ihip  made  of  oak,  in  order  that  the  ezpence 
may  be  as  moderate  as  poifiblct  When  I  fpeak  of 
oak,  I  mean  the  girey  oak ;  the  red  oak  is  not  much 
eileemed  for  fhip-^bmiding ;  and  the  wjiite»  the 
befl:  of  all,  does  not  grow  here.  The  Ihip-btiilders 
maintain,  that  the  faccharine  particle^  of  the 
beech,  the  black  birch  or  the  maple,  are  very  fer- 
viceable  for  the  prefcrvation  of  iron,  which'  the 
falinc  particles  of  the  oak  are  apt  to  confume. 
And  inftead  of  ufing  tallow  for  thofe  purposes  in 
fhip-building  to  which  it  has  been  ufiially  apr 
^plied,.   all  the  Ihip- carpenters  iii  America,  now 
rather  make  ufe  of  train-oil,  very  plentifully  laid 
on.     But  this  oil  is  a  produft  of  the  filhery,  and 
is,  befides,  one-^fth  chcapey  than  fait ;  fo  that 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the  true  reafbn  be 
not  rather  its  chcapnefs,  tlian  any  fuperior  fitnefs 
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in  the  oil,  which  makes  it  to  be  preferred  for 
theie  ufes.  By  thefe  means,  however,  the  cx- 
pence  of  Ihip-building  has  been  reduced,  within 
the  laft  three  or  four  years,  to  half  of  what  it  for- 
merly was,  to  the  great  emolument  of  thofe  per- 
ibns  who  purfue  this  branch  of  manufaAurc* 
Yet,  is  this  manufatfture  not  carried  on  in  all  the 
extent  which  it  might  very  well  attain.  The 
only  caufe  of  this  is  the  prefent  poverty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  parts.  When  this  is  confi- 
dered,  it  muft  ratfher  appear  furprifing,  that  there 
(hould  have  been  fo  much  already  done  in  it. 

A  little  river,  which  is  navigable  by  fmall  vef- 
Icls,  for  a  mile  upwards  from  its  mouth,  empties 
itfclf  into  the  creek  of  JJucktrap,  and  there  drives 
a  faw-mill  of  moderate  fizc,  the  property  of 
MefTrs.  Alma.  I  was  not  a  little  furpriled  to  fee 
men  ikwing  great  blocks  of  timber,  clofe  by  this 
mill ;  but,  fuch  is  the  praftice  throughout  Ame- 
rica ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  prefent  imperfeftion 
of  the  faw-milis.  Two  or  three  other  mer- 
chants, befide  MeflVs.  Alma,  are  alfo  engaged  in 
the  coafting  trade ;  but  the  tranfadions  of  thofe^ 
others,  is  comparatively  inconlidcrable. 

Draught-oxen  coft,  here,  fcvjenty  dollars  a  pair ; 
a  cow,  twenty-eight  dollars;  a  fhcep,  ten  or 
twelve  Ihillings.  They  are  purchafed  from  the 
planters,  whole  neceffities  oblige  them  to  fell. 

The 
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The  breed  of  the  x:attle  is  tolerably  good.  Sheep 
are  bought  at  a  very  lo\y  price,  from  the  iiland  of 
Marthawine,  on  the  coaii:  of  MafTachufctts ;  and 
thefe  iheep^  though  of  fmall  fize,.  are  found  to 
afibrd  a  very  good  breed,  after  they  have  had  a 
yearns  keeping  in  the  difbid  of  Maine. 

After  a  poor  fupper,  and  an  indifferent  night's 
lodging  with  Captain  Alma,  who,  however  opu-- 
lent,  continues  to  live  in  a  iniferable  log-houfe, 
without  iixitable  iiipplies  of  bread,  rum,  iugar,  or 
even  flclh  j  we  reaewed  x)ur  journey  along  a  very 
bad  road,  which,  however,  was  not  quite  io  bad 
as  the  roads  of  the  diftrid  of  GendSee.  We  fooa 
reached  Little-river,  another  fhiall.ftreanx  run* 
ning  into  Penobfcot,  which  is  not  noore  iiavigablc 
than  that  of  Ducktrap,  but,  like  it,  drives  a  fmall 
faw-mill.  A  few  folitaries  dwell  about  this  bay, 
almofl:  every  one  of  whom  is  owner  of  a  fmall 
filhing  boat,  which  is  navigated,  in  the  fifliing, 
chiefly  by  himfelf  or  his  children.  Their  land 
lies,  like  that  of  all  their  neighbours,  totally  uur 
cultivated.  The  whole  Ihore  is  occupied  by  fuch 
fmall  fifhermen,  who  are-miferably  lodged,  mifer- 
ably  clothed,  and  miferably  fed. 

The  townfliip  of  Belfaft,  adjoining  that  of 
Little-river,  is  better  fettled,  than  that  through 
which  we  laft  pafled.  The  houfcs  are  better,  and 
jire,  even  in  feme  inftances,  painted ;  the  lands 

have 
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have  been  brought  into  a  better  condition*    This 
territory  was  fold  thirty  years  ago,  by  the  family 
of  Waldo  ;  and  its  prefent  ftate  of  iiiperior  im- 
provement  feems  to  evince,  that  the  uncertainty, 
of  the  poffeffion  of  thofe  who  have  fettled  in 
other  townfhips,  muft  be  the  chief  reafon  that 
pccalions  them  to  leave  their  lands  fo  deftitute  of 
jculture.    A  riv^r,  that  is  at  the  mouth  about  a 
mile  broad,  but  navigable  for  only  three  miles 
upwards,  here  falls  into  a  creek,  much  larger  than 
«riy  one  that  we  had  hitherto  feen.     We  were 
to  pafs  this  river  at  a  place  where  the  accefs  is 
extfemely  difficult.   The  ferry-boat  is  very  fmall, 
find,  for  horfes,  very  inconvenient.     We  were 
Vvaiting  for  it  a  whole  hour,^  and  thought  our- 
selves fortunate  in  reaching  the  oppbfite  bank, 
when  the  wind  became  boifterous,  the  tide  rofc 
higher  in  the  river,  and  our  horfes  were  grow- 
ing very  unruly.     The  General's  negro  conducted 
over  two  of  the  horfes,  fwimming.     Conlidcr- 
able  mountains  rife  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
bank  of  the  river.     Thefe  mountains  were  th6 
higheft  I  had  yet  feen  in  this  tra<ft  of  the  country. 
The  ground  interjacent  between  them  and  the 
river's  edge  is  cleared ;  not  a  ftump  remained, 
^nd  trees  lay  fcattered  on  the  fiirface.     I  thought 
the  meadows  to  be  the  beft  I  had  feen,  for  a  long 
while.     In  this  townfliip  of  Belfalf  is  a  church, 

the 
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the  only  oftc  in  all  the  Waldo-patent.  The 
roads  become  here  better,  both  becauie  the  foil 
is .  firmer,  and  becaufc  they  arc  more  carefully 
repaired  here,  than  elfev^hei;e. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  throughout  almofl  a}l 
the  diAtid;  of  Maine,,  the  rivers  ajyl  preeks  ^  flow 
with  a  fbaight  courfe  into  the  &a,* with  a  loiiger 
or  fhort^r  length  of  progre^,  in  which  they  arc, 
in  few  inflances,  augmented  by  aiiy  liuxiliary 
ibreams.  *  The  only  exceptions  from  this  general 
charader  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  rivers  of  Kpns- 
nebec,  Penobfcot,  and  Union :  there  ixc,  I  think, 
no  other.  '  ^  ^ 

We  flopped,  at  night,  at  the  houfe  of  a  per-r 
fon  of  the  name  of  Nicholsoh>  a  fermer  and 
landholder  of  feme  Jeminence,  He  has  lived  for 
thefe  four  and  thirty  years  in  Prqfpcift,  a  townlhip 
which  lies  along  the  coafl,  and  is  contiguous  to 
Belfafl.  ,He  pofleiTcs  nearly  eighty  acres  of  land, 
that  has  been  cleared,  and  five  of  thcfe  in  a  flate 
of  good  cultivation.  Thefe  are  partly  in  tillage, 
and  partly  in  the  flate  of  meadows.  He,  this 
winter,  felled  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood, 
and  between  one  and  two  hundred  large  trees ; 
his  fons  caught  cod-fifh  and  falmon  to  the  quan- 
tity of  about  one  hundred  barrels ;  his  daughters 
fpuii  the  wool  of  the  fheep,  and  made  clothes  for 
the  whole  family ;  they  make  fhoes  likewifei  of 

the 
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the  hides  of  the  cattle  llaughtered  for  fale^  for 
all  who  belong  to  the  houfe.  He  is  content  with 
his  lot,  and  is  full  of  the  ordinary  prejudices  of 
all  the  old,  ignorant  hufbandmcn  of  the  diftridt 
of  Maine*  But  this  is  the  worft  that  can  be  faid 
of  him.  He  thinks  it  inipoffible,  that  wheat 
Should  grow  iti  his  neighbourhood^  and  believes 
that  even  bariey  'and  rye  will,  Sit  the  beft,  grow 
but  indifTerently.  He  accordingly,  fbws  as  much 
tyc  and  Indian  corn  as  is  requifite  for  the  ufe  of 
his  houfehold*  Of  this  they  make  a  fort  of  foft 
bread,  which  is  the  ordinary  food  of  the  people 
in  this  neighbourhood,  bxit  which,  iii  other  places, 
^ould  be  given  to  the  dogs.  Upon  all  that  con- 
fidcrable  extent  of  land,  which  he  has  cleared  of 
woojl,  he  keeps  only  twenty  head  of  black  cattle, 

.  including  caws,  calves,  and  bullocks ;  and  from 
twenty  to  five  and  twenty  Iheep.  One  of  his 
fine  acres  of  meadow  yields  annually  fixty  hun-^ 
dred-weight  of  hay^  which  is  rich  with  a  mix- 
ture of  liatural  clo^i^er,  and  i^  mote  than  he  needs 
for  the  ufe  of  his  cattle,  which  for  more  than  fix 
months  in  the  year  muft  be  kept  in  ftalls  in  the 
houle.  He  plants  an  acre  annually  vvlth  potatoes ; 
the  produce  ig  often  four  hundred  bufhels,  and 
even  in  lels  plentiful  years  at  leafl  two  hundred 

tmd  fifty  bufliels.      Potatoes  find  a  ready  fale 

> 

throughout  the  diilri^t  of  Maine,  at  th«  rate 

of 
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of  one  jfhilling  and  iizpence  or  two  Shillings  tt 
bulhel. 

His  land  is  excellent.  His  flicep^  of  which  he 
might  keep  ten  times  as  many  as  he  docs»  but 
which  he  is  not  deiirous  to  augment,  ^e  fine,  and 
aiFord,  at  the  annual  (liearing,  fleecer  weighing 
each  fix  pounds.  That  portion  of  it,  which  is 
not  wanted  for  the  uie  of  the  family,  is  fold  at  the 
Jrate  of  a  ihillmg  ^  pound,  and  thou^  it  were  in- 
ferior in  quality,  would  not  fail  to  fetch  W  cqu^ 
price.  After  all,  it  is  not  eafy  to  /ee,  jptow  old 
Nicholfon  can  have  acquired  *  the  Kputa}io»  of 
being  a  good  farmer.  To  me  he  appm  to  differ 
from  the  teft,  only  in  po£effing  a  grcfttstf  -  extCDt  i 
of  ground  at  a  fmallar  price,  widiout,  however,, 
making,  iii  any  degree,  a  better  ufe  qiv/bfA  he  has. 

There  is  no  fhip-building  carried  on  in  this 
^ownlhip  of  Profped: ;  there  belong  to  it  only 
ibme  of  thofe  decked  yachts,  which  are  wed  in 
the  fifliery. 

The  general  bufmefs  of  the  inhabitants  is 
wood-cutting.  An  able  wood-man  will  cut  down 
two,  or  even  three,  cords  of  wood  in  a  day.  The 
ufiial  price  is  feven  Ihillings  a  cord.  .  It  cofts 
about  a  third  part  of  the  value  for  the  convey  ariqe 
g(  this  wood  to  the  Ihore.  One  who  has  jab  oxen 
of  his  6wn  can  earn,  therefqre,^  ten  Ihillings  a  day; 
he  may  earn  fourteen  Ihillings,  if  he  can  convey 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.      175 

a 

the  wood  he  cuts  down  to  the  Ihorc.  This  is 
fufficient  to  make  thele  peopk  carelefs  of  agri-? 
culture  and  hufbandry.  More  diftant  prolpefts 
of  intereft  are  too  weak  to  engage  them  fteadily 
in  agricultural  induftry. 

Thofe  who  neither  fell  their  own  wood,  nor  - 
convey  it  to  .the  Ihore,  pay  two  Ihillings  a  cord 
to  the  labourers  for  cutting  it  down,  and  as 
much  for  its'  carriage  to  where  it  may  be  fliipped. 
After  this  they  have  ftill  to  thcmfelves  a  profit 
of  half  a  dollar  a  cord.  An  acre  of  ground,  that 
is  well  wooded,  will  afford  fixty  of  thefe  cords^. 
So  they  pocket,  even  in  this  cafe,  a  gain  of  thirty 
dollars  an  acre  upon  their  wood.  This  informa- 
tion will  not  be  without  its  ufe,  to  perfbns  who 
may  think  of  purchafmg  lands  in  the  diftrift  of 
Maine.  The  growing  deficiency  of  wood,  in  the 
vicinity  of  .Bofton,  and. all  along  the  coaft,  muft 
fbon  enhance  the  market-price  of  that  which  re- 
inains  to.be  cut  in  thele  parts. 

Our  next  f^age,  after  we  l^ft  farmer  Nicholfon, 
was  Brigadier's  Ifland.  This  ifle,  with  all  the 
others  which  are  not  above  three  miles  from  the 
other  fliore,  belong  to  the  eftate  of  Waldo-patent. 
It  is  inhabited  by  feven  families,  among  whom 
it  is  parcelled  out  into  fo  many  different  farms- 
Thefe  families  have  felled  the  wood  around  the 
•  *  whole 
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whole  ftiore  of  the  ifland,  and  ufed  that  which 
covered  the  interior  parts  according  tQ  their  do- 
meftic  ncceffities  and  convenicncies.'  To  obtain 
full  poflcffion  of  this  ill(5,  .Getieral  Knox  has  offer- 
ed to  the  fcven  families,  by  whom  it  is  now  oc- 
cupied, to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  dollars,  . 
in  land  and  r^ady  money,  if  they  will  peaceably 
relinquifh  it  to  him. 

This  ifle  is  acceffiblc  from  the  land  by  d  paP 
fage  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  in  length, 
which  is  dry,  when  the  tide  has  ebbed-r  It  af- 
fords excellent  pafture  for  both  great  and  finall 
cattle,  and  is  qualified  to  repay,  in  an  adequate 
manner,  all  the  pains  that  might  be  employed 
upon  it  by  a  ikilful  and  induftrious  hufbandman^ 
The  ftoncs  found  at  the  furface  afford  reafon  for 
thinking,  it  contains  marble,  flate,  and  iron. 
The  fituation  is  favourable  for  trade.  General 
Knox's  interefls  draw  his  attention  particularly 
towards  the  ifland,  as  being  in  the  centre  of  his 
poffeffions.  It  is  his  objeft  to  clear  this  ifle  for 
the  purpofc  of  maintaining  in  it  a  fheep-ftock- 
For  one  month  in  the  year  thefc  flieep  muft  be 
hbufcd  ;  and  he  intends  to  build  a  proper  ftall  for 
this  ufe.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  by  refiding  there  . 
he  may  obtain  confiderable  fums  of  money, 
owing  to  him  for  land  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try^ 


5PHE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  177 

/  ■  ■  ■ 

tiy,  which  he  is  willing  to  cede  to  its  prcfent 
poffeflbrs  at  a  price  telow  its  real  v^iluc,  to  avoid 
|dl  trouble  and  difputation. 

Mr,  Griffin,  dne  of  the  prefent  inhabitants, 
is  building  a  brig  of  eighty-five  tons  burthen, 
which  he  intends  for  the  coafting-trade.  It  will 
coft,  when  fit  for  fea,  to  the  amount  of  two  thou* 
iand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  about 
thirty  dollars  a  ton.  He  has  bought  almeft  all 
the  timber  neceffary  for  bis  purpofe  in  Penobicot 
Jliver,  as  there  was  none  of  fufficient  grov^'th,  for 
•  this  ufe,  remaining  upon  Brigadier's  Ifland. 

The  townfliip  of  Cranktord  was  the  laft  place 
in  Waldo-patent  that  General  Knox  intended  to 
vifit.  We  halted  at  the  houfe  of  an  old  farmer, 
named  Colonel  Schultz.  He  pofifeffes,  with 
the  perrtiiffion  of  the  General,  three  farms  lying 
on  Penobfcot  River,  about  ten  miles  inland  frort^ 
its  mouth.  Though  but  an  indifferent  farmer, 
he  had  fet  himfclf  in  oppofition  tp  the  common, 
prejudices  againft  wheat.  He  fowed  fome  acres 
with  it,  which  yielded  him  a  return  of  fifteen 
bulhels  an  acre.  This  y?ar  his  wheat  is  fmutty ; 
the  grain  is  fmall,  gray,  and  light,  not  yielding 
above  a  tenth  part  of  the  ufual  proportion  of  meal. 
He  raifcs  likewife  good  Indian  com,  the  return 
of  which  is  at  the  rate  of  twenty  bulliels  an  acre. 
But  his  ploughing .  is  flight ;  he  lays  on  little 

Vol.  II.  N  manure; 
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manure ;  nor  can  the  quality  of  the  foH,  nor  the 
fituation  of  his  grounds,  be  cqmmended.  His 
potatoe-fields  yield  niuch  the  fame  increaie  as 
thofe  of  farmed  Nicholfon.  Hp  hafi  been  fettled^ 
here  for  thefe  eight  and  twenty  years ;  yet,  out 
of  three  hundred  *  acres,  which  he  'poCeflcs,  has 
not  brought  more  than  five  and  twenty  undet 
culture. 

But  a  ifnall  quantity  pf  cod  is.  caught  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  or  in  P^obfcot  River*  In 
the  months  of  Jxme  aaid  July,  all  hands  are  em« 
ploycd  in  the  falmon-fifhery.  They  arc:  often 
taken  with  the  harpoon,  but  more  commonly 
with  nets,  while  th^.  tide  ebbs*  The  inhiabitants^ 
in  particular,  pf  one  fmall  tmd:  of  land,  which 
juts  out  into  the  fea,  derive  great  profit  from  this 
'fifhery.  It  is  there  ufual  for  a  fingle  family  to 
take  in  a  feafon  from  ten  to  fixty  barrels  of  fal- 
mon,  weighing,  each  barrel,  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  fetching  in  t^e  market  the  price  of  eight  dol- 
lar^. The  ftiore  of  Brigadier's  Ifland  is  famous 
for  t;he  plentiful  captures  of  falmons  upon  it. 
For  feme  yea^rs  this  fifhery  has  been  lefs  fuccefs- 
ful  than  formerly.  It  has  hithei:to  been  very 
little  fortunate  in  the  prefent  year.  For  this 
failure  the  Indians  are  bla,med,  who  live  a  hun- 
dred miles  higher  up,  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot 
*  River.     They  are  wont  to  fifli  every  day  in  the 

year. 
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jrcwr,  which  hinders  the  neccflary  annual  renewal* 
of  the  numbers  of  the  falmons.  The  Americans, 
on  the.  contrary,  are  accuftomed  to  refrain  from 
iiihing  for  two  whole  months  in  the  year  toge- 
ther, and  always  upon  Sundays. 

Thefe  Indians  dwell  in  a  pleaf&nt  village  by 
the  river  fide.  They  live,  like  the  reft  of  the  In- 
dians, without  making  regular  yearly  provifion 
for  the  iupply  of  their  wants,  but  approach,  in 
their  manners,  fbmewhat  nearer  to  civility,  They 
belong  to  a  tribe,  which  the  French  Miffionaries 
almoi):  converted,  or,  at  leaft,  fuppofed,  that  they 
had  converted,  to  the  Catholic  religion.  This 
territory  falling  afterwards  into  the  ppffeffion  of 
Briton,  and  fince,  of  the  Amprican  States,  ^h^ 
Catholic  religion  ceafed  to  b?  preached  to  the 
Indians  at  the  expense  of  th?i  gover^xnent.  At 
prcfent  there  lives  9.  French  prieft  among  ^hem, 
from  whom  they  have  learned  the  dodrine  of 
tranfubftanti^tioQ  ;  but  pieither  the  duty  and  ad- 
vantage of  temperance,  nor  th^  principles  and 
pradice  of  agriculture,  nor  the  injuftice  and  folly 
of  wafting  the  beft  means  for  the  fupport  of  the 
country  by  deftroying  the  falmons  at  an  improper: 
feafon,  Thefe  Indians  bring,  every  year,  a  large 
quantity  of  beavers,  ptters,  foxes,  and  racoon 
ikins,  for  fale  to  the  merchants  on  the  rivers, 

N2  Thefe 
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iThde  Jkins  are  {mrchofisd  dt «.  vtrf  hyt  pxmt 
and  they  receive  rum  in  exchailge.     !  .: 

P^nobicot  River  is  narigabk  as  £tf  as  tbr  ;tiiio 
jiks,  that  is^  for  the  ipace  of  thirty  miles-  &ctiBt 
its  mouth.  For  {mdii  boats  it  is  acceffible  to 
the  diftancd  of  one  hiondred  mtsles:  father  istp.  On 
tt&  courfe  it  waters  £^veral  bealitifui  liifbriifts:  df 
Country  filled  with  wood^  and  runs  <mt  into  manj? 
cteeks ;  aU  of  which  are  ilifficijent  to  4rive  a  ntunn 
h&£  of  mills*  Up  ta  the  Ifsxtit  of  thaiifing'  o£  the 
tide  its  ban^s  aire  inhabited.  Alter,  advandbg 
along  them  to  a  certain  diftasicbx  you  entcs  iiie 
feerrkories  whach  itill  pertain  to<  fih^  Indkcnsv 
-  The  veflcls  bdonging  to  this  tircr  arc  not  nsoxe 
^&$n  twenty,  of  which  two  are  emplo^d  ia  tile 
trade  to  Europe.  Thefe  two  belong  to  Mi. 
THREAT,  a  merchant,  who  has  his  principal  pliace 
of  refidence  near  that  part  of  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  above  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  rife ;  and 
poffeffes  feveral  ftorehoufes,  at  different  diilan^^es, 
along  the  river's  fide.  In  the  fpace  of  ten  yea^Sj 
during  which  he  has  lived  here,  he  has  acquired^ 
in  trade,  a  confiderable  property.  The  reft  pur-* 
fue  the  coafting  trade,  or,  in  the  years  in  which 
this  does  not  promife  fiicccfs,  a  trade  with  the 
Weft  India  Iflands.  From  all  that  I  could  learn> 
1  am  led  to  think ,  that  timber  of  all  forts  may  be 

had 
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Il|i4  dbitap  here^  as  well  as  in  every  Qther  part  of 
|the  4iftri<ft  of  Maine  which  I  had  occafion  to* 
»yifit.  Ship-^buildimg  is  here  at  the  rate  of  twentyi- 
&L  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  ton.  During  thk 
whole  year  there  have  not  been  more  than  fivie 
fcuilt  in  the  river.  The  want  of  capital  is  the 
only  reafbn  why  ib  little  is  done  in  this  branch  of 
iiiafidefs.  It  is  true,  that,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
^nt  war  in  Europe,  the  expence  is  now  much 
^iicater  than  it  formerly  was ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
43eding  years,  when  the  expence  was  fmaller,  the 
oumber  of  veflels  built  was  not  more  confiderable. 
The  whole  townfliip  of  Belfaft  lies  within  the 
ctninty  of  Hancock.  A  great  part  of  it  is  ftilj 
inhabited;  and  its  whole  population  does  not 
iCzceed  ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  a  diftrift  of  eleven 
(dioufand  fovu:  hundred  fquare  miles  in  extent* 
Pjcnobfcot  is  the  capital  town. 

Waihington,  a  county  lying  fomewhat  more 
4o  the  north,  and  bordering  upon  the  poffeffions 
of  the  Britifli,  poffeffes,  on  a  wider  extent  of  ter^ 
:ritory,  a  population  of  more  than  three  thoufand 
inhabitants. 

Penobfcot  is  ftill  known  by  the  Indian  name 
of  Bagadusx  The  exportation  from  it  is  not  con- 
iiderable.  The  value  of  thefe  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  1791,  to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred 
MXid  fifty-four  dollars ;  in  the  year  1 792,  to  eight 

N  3  thoufand 
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*  thouiknd  three  hundred  and  fiflren  dollars }  in 
^179Z,  to  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-fcvcn  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  five  thoufand 
xight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars ;  in  1 70S, 
to  four  thouiand  nine  hundred  and  fbr^-nine 
•dollars ;  reckoning  the  year ^  from  the  be^nning 
of  Odober>  to  the  end  of  September* 

I  believe  that  Penobicot  River  is  vexy  juiUj 
deemed  the  moil  favourable  Situation  for  the 
x:ommercc  of  this  province.  It  may  be  fafely 
affirmed,  that  any  company  or  individual  pof* 
.ieiling  a  coniiderablc  capital^  and  knowing  how 
to  lay  it  out  in  improvements^,  and  in  the  trade 
naturally  connected  with  this  fituadon,  might 
fettle  here  with  no  fmall  advantage.  A  conii- 
derablc number  of  veffels  might  be  built,  if  all 
the  wood  from  the  lands  were  appropriated  to 
this  ufe,  and  if  every  day  were  carefully  dedicated 
to  inccflant  induilry.  The  faw-mills  woidd  ren- 
der the  wood  of  great  value ;  and  it  would  quickly 
be  feen,  that  the  prefent  law-mills  are  fufceptiblc 
of  improvement,  which  would  render  them  much 
more  profitable  than  they  now  are :  particularly 
in  the  cutting  pf  fhingles,  and  iri  breaking  the 
bark  of  the  ipruce-fir,  as  is  now  done  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Boilon  for  the  xife  of  the  tanners,  there 
might  be  great  improvement  made.  In  winter 
the  vclTels  might  be  freighted  with  mules  and 

hories^ 
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liorfesi  reared  here,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India 
i^es ;  for  thefe  animals  will  be  bred  here  in  very 
great  numbers,  when  example,  and  a  certainty 
of  advantagedus  falej  Ihall  have  duly  encouraged 
the  planters  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  farming. 
Salt-fifli,  too,  either  procured  by  purchafe  from 
-others,  or  by  keeping  filhing  veflels,  would  find  a 
good  market  in  the  Weft  India  ifles.  Thefe  ifles 
might  be  fupplied  alfo  with  cattle  from  thi&jpro- 
vince,  as  it  is  Capable  of  producing  prodlgij^us' 
numbers  of  them.  Another  produd:  for  the  fame 
exportation  is  corn,  which  will  infallibly  afford 
great  profits  to  this  country,  when  once  a  fpirit , 
of  agricidture  fliall  have  been  fufficiently  excited 
throughout  it.  In  this  manned  might  fuch  a 
company  or  individual,  as  was  above  alluded  to^ 
gradually  clear  the  land  qf  its  wood,  and  bring  it 
into  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation,  while  its  export- 
able produAs  would  afford  a  good  income,  and 
the  example  would  be  of  infinite  utility  to  the 
whole  country.  Befide  all  this,  there  fhould  be 
£i  fliop  or  two  furnilhed  with  the  ufiial  articles  for 
the  confumption  of  the  country ;  for  fuch  fhops 
fts  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  prove 
fcxtremely  lucrative  to  thofe  who  employ  a  num- 
ber of  labourers.  The  confequence  would  be  the 
ipeedy  acquifition  of  a  large  fortune  by  the  con^- 
pany  or  individual  by  whom  thefe  meafures  fliould 

N  4  bft 


be  purilieiL  The  increaie  of  their  tfitaiM  iH^truld^ 
naturaJUy  enlarge  their  ww^tos,  and  lender  t^i^mi 
more  profitable. 

Exportation^  the  grand  fyarce  of  profit  to  9 

gtfat  landholder^  both  on  account  of  the  prcfent 

advantage  which  it  yields^  and  hecauie  it  tendii 

t0  enhftnce  tho  prices  of  all  commodities,  is  more 

j|9ceii4i7  in  the  pronnce  of  Maine^  than  in  mimf 

Gthc^fr^plaoo.  '  The  emigrants  make  little  reiorfe 

|9  thik  provmce.    The  difhid  oi  Geneflce;,  and 

the  back  parts  of  Pcnnfylyahia,  Kentudkyy  and 

ill  the  wefiom  parts  where  the  climate  is  milder, 

tiie  foil  more  fertile,  and  the  land  cheaper,  are 

naturally  pre£brred.     The  difference  between  the 

Abundant  population  of  Geneflee,  which  was, 

within  thdfe  laft  ten  years,  in  the  pofTefiipn  of  the 

Indians,  and  the  fcanty  nimiber  of  families,  icat- 

tcred  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  which 

the  greater  part  was,  an  hundred  years  fince,  re-. 

duced  into  a  colonial  territory,  is  an  undeniable 

proof  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  which 

ought  certainly  to  have  its  weight  with  the  great 

landholders  of  this  provmce.     It  may,  indeed,  be 

reafonably  expefted,  that  there  will  be  a  gradual 

influx  of  fettlers  into  this  region,  from  the  great 

increafe  of  the  population  of  Maflachufetts.    The 

wilds  of  Maine  may  be  thus  at  length  inhabited ; 

and  then  the  value  of  land  will  rife,  and  there 

-  will 
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-^rill  be  an  incrcafe  of  maimfafturing  and  com- 
mercial induftry,  to  the  great  advantage  both  of 
the  land-owners  and  the  merchants. 

In  fome  places,  labourers  arc  procured  prettjr 
calily ;  and  the  wages,  for  any  confiderablc  time 
together,  are  there  at  the  fame  rate,  as  in  the  dif» 
tritSfa  beyond  Bofton,  already  defcribed. 

The  country  is  healthful,  though  much  colder 
'  than  the  great  landholders  are  willing  to  allow. 
Fogs  and  rains  are  more  frequent  here  than  in  the 
more  fouthem  parts  of  America.  The  maritime 
iituation  of  the  province  of  Maine,  contributes, 
mo  doubt,  to  increafe  the  humidity  of  its  atmo- 
fpherc.  The  perpetual  dampnefs  on  the  fca  coaft 
produces  a  greater  occafion  for  warm  and  con- 
ftant  fires  there,  than  in  the  interior  parts.  But, 
however  rigorous  the  climate,  it  is  fufficiently 
favourable  to  the  production  of  maize,  and  of  ex- 
cellent hay.  Nor  is  there  any  juft  rcafon  for  fup- 
poiing,  that  wheat  and  other  grains  would  nolt 
thrive  in  it,  if  carefully  cultivated. 

Life  is  ufually  long  and  healthy  in  this  pro-^ 
vince.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  old 
men  of  the  age  of  eighty,  or  ninety  years,  though 
tlie  general  condition  of  the  people  be  but  mifer- 
able,  at  Icaft  in  that  part  of  the  country  through 
iwrhich  I  accompanied  General  Knox.  Save  the 
brothers  Almas,  we  found  none  Who  could  be 
:  .  faid 
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iaid  td  be  even  moderately  intelligent*  They 
are  univerially  poor^  or  at  leaft  live  as  if  they 
were  fo  in  an  extreme  degree.  The  habitations 
arc  eveiy  where  poor,  low  huts-  Every  where, 
you  find  a  dirty,  dark-coloured  rye-^meal,  and  that 
not  in  iufficient  quantity.  The  fort  of  frefh  meat 
to  be  ieen  on  any  taUe,  is  that  of  lambs,  which 
are  killed,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  procuring 
a  good  dilh,  as  to  prevent  the  iheep-flock  horn 
becoming  more  numerous  than  is  defired.  In 
fhort,  of  all  America,  the  province  of  Msune  is 
the  place  that  afforded  me  the  worii:  accommo- 
dation.  And,  confidering  how  little  reaibn  I 
ibund  to  praife  the  accommodations  of.  many 
other  places ;  what  1  have  now  faid  of  Maine 
muil  be  regarded  as  an  affirmation,  that  the  con- 
dition of  human  life  in  that  place  is  exceedingly 
wretched. 

The  common  drink  here,  and  throughout  all 
America,  is  grog,  or  a  mixture  of  water  with 
rum  or  whifky.  It  is  made  alfo  with  gin  or 
brandy,  but  not  in  thefe  parts. 

A.  fort  of  beer,  made  from  the  twigs  of  the 
iprucc-fir,  is  like  wife  drunk  here.  Molafles,  and 
occafionally  maple- tree  fugar,  are  joined  with- 
the  fpruce  twigs,  in  brewing  this  beverage. 

Here  is  alfo  another  fort  of  beer,  much  like 
the  former ;  but  it  is  brewed  from  the  young 

twigs 
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twigs  of  the  birch,  inftead  of  thofe  of  the 
ipruce-fir. 

Both  thcfe  liquors  ar6  very  common  in  Maf* 
fkchufetts  and  in  Canada.  Many  people  arc 
fond  of  them ;  to  me  they  are  difagreeable. 

All  the  fettlers  in  Waldo-patent,  a  very  few 
excepted,  occupy  lands  to  which  they  have  no 
juft  right.  But  they  are  of  two  different  claffes ; 
of  which  one  confifts  of  perfbns  who  have  fettled 
here  by  the  permiflion  of  the  General  or  his 
ftcwards,  and  are  to  pay  a  certain  purchafe- 
money  at  a  future  time  ;  but  the  others  neither 
afked  nor  obtained  any  fuch  permiffion.  The 
condition  of  the  former,  may  appear  to  be  more 
fecure  than  that  of  the  latter.  But  then  thi^  laft 
clafs  is  fo  much  the  more  numerous,  that  the 
General .  will  probably  find  it  neceflary  to  treat 
them  all  alike.  All  acknowledge  that  they  muft 
pay  a  certain  rent  or  purchafe-money ;  but  nei- 
ther do  they  offer  ready  money,  nor  fix  any  pre- 
cife  time  for  payment.  The  General  encounters 
jail  the  perplexity  and  difficulties  of  this  bufinefs 
with  the  firmefl  fteadinefs,  and  the  mofl  extraor*- 
dinary  patience. 

PRICE  OF  WOOD  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

I  was  induced  to  form  the  following  table  of 
the  prices  of  different  forts  of  timber  in  different 

places 
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places  of  this  proTincc^  by  c0q£  feting  tkat  i^ 
might  become  hereafter  a  mktter  of  ipjpie  ciiri«» 
ofity  to  cojm^>are  die  future  variationa  in  the 
price  of  wood,  with  that  for  whijch  it  is  ibid  eg: 
this  prefimt  time. 

.  I  have  added  a  view  of  the  prices  of  othet 
psodudb  of  this  province^  according  to  the  moft 
complete  and  accurate  information  thi»t  I  could 
obtain.  Tliis  alio  will  ferve  for  a  fjoed  point  isk 
the  fcale  df^  the  variations  of  price,  which  theie 
produ6b  may  hereafter  undergo. 

1  have  jgiven  likcwife  a  view  of  the  eipences 
and  the  returns  of  a  late  voyage  of  a  fchboner 
to  England,  which  was  communicated  to  me 
by  Colonel  Schultz* 


PRICE 
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Eipenccs  and  returns  of  a  voyage  performed 
by  the  Dolphin  fchooner,  of  Cufliing,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two- 
tons  burthen.  Captain  Bayenton,  commander, 
in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  1  705,  in 
the  fpace  of  three  months  wanting  five  days ; 
from  Camden  to  Liverpool,  arid  from  Liverpool 
back  to  Bofton. 


Expenditure   by   the    merchants 

freight          —          —          —  440 

Captain's  wages  for  the  voyage  l60 

Pilot's  wages,    twenty  dollars   a 

month         —         — ■         —  Oo 

Four  failors,   eighteen   dollars   a 

month         —         —         —  192 

Provifions        —         — .         —  120 —    97^ 

Pr'tme^  Cqft  (^  the  Cargo  at  Camden. 
100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  dollars  a 

ton               -r-r               r—-              -7-  300 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  eight  dollars 

•    a  thoufand            -r            —n-  112 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  fix  dollars  a 

thoufand  feet            —          —  12 

Duties  paid  in  England           —  225, 

Occafional  expences       — r-      -r-  150-^-  178* 

;         "  ^ttrchafe^. 
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Fur  chafed  in  'England. 

Dollars.  DoUacs. 
42  tons  of  fait,  at  three  fliillings 

'■■^    and  four  pence  fterl.      —     ^—     331 

272  bulliels  of  pit  coal,  at  three 

pence  fterl.  a  bulhel      —      —       14"^     34S 

Duties  on  the  fait  at  Bofton  42Q 


iV« 


Total  expenditure  2548 

Receipts  of  the  Merchants'  Sales  at  Liverpool.    . 

4000  feet,  or  lOO  tons  of  oak,  at 
three  fliillings  a  foot,  or  twenty- 
dollars  a  ton  -7—  —  2000 

H^OOO  oak  ftaves,  at  forty-three 
dollars  a  thoufand       —      —       030 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  forty-five  dol- 
lars •—[_.-_         00 —  2720 

Sales  at  Bojlon. 

420  tons  of  fait,  at  four  dollars,  85     2068 

272  bulhels  of  pitcoal  —  96-—  2164 


Total  receipts  —         4884 

Total  expenditure     —         2548 

Clear  profit  to  the  merchapt      2336 

This 


This  great  fvofit  it  not  to  be  ib  furely  reckon* 
ed  upon^  as  if  the  fame  cargo  for  the  rptuming 
voyage  were  alwajP  to  be  e^ily  obtained  in  Engw 

land.     Yet  k  affi>rds  cert^n  data,  frpip  which 

,  •         ■  ■       .  •• 

may  be  inferred  what  a  confidiirabk  bcilpfit  thia 
ibreiga  tifide  affords  in  return  for  a  xtaoderate  ex-* 
penditure. 

•,  But  I  repeat,  that  thisf  country  is  ftill  in  its  in-r 
lin^cj/  and  in  a  laiiguid  and  cheerlefs  infancy. 
The  tax^s  are  much  heavier  than  in  any  newly 
iettTed  couhtry  I  have  3A  yet  vifttedL  Mf  ^  ScfaultZj^ 
by  whom  I  am  infptmed  of  the  fiiA>  pa:y»  twenty 
dollars,  a  year.  Amo^g  theijii  taii^fr  ii  6f)e .  for  the 
i^pport  of  ^bools^though  no  fchoo}^  have  hishertq 
been  cftablifhed. 

f 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  PRO^ 

VINCE  Of*  MAINE. 

?    .  .  • 

There  Is  no  houfe  for  religious  worfhip  in  this 
province,  neither  in  the  diftri<S  of  Belfaft,  nor  in 
Pcnobfcot.  Penobfcot  is  the  only  town  in  thefc 
parts,  and  it  confifts  of  near  a  thoufand  houfes* 
A  poor  preacher  lives  in  thcfe  parts,  who  has  only 
a  very  few  hearers,  to  whom  he  preaches  at  dif- 
ferent places  every  fccond  Sunday,  and  who  pay 
binx  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  each.  Through- 
€rtC  all  America,  the  building  of  a  new  church, 
for  every  parochial  diftrift,  is  confidered  as  a  very 

bi^rthenfome 
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bxirthcnfome  expeirce.  Here,  therefore  the  peq* 
pie  rather  pay  a  certain  confideration,  leaving  the 
preacher  to  find  a  houfe  for  himfelf.  The  young 
people  of  both  Icxes,  however,  efpecially  th^ 
young  women,  are  very  defirous  of  a  church,  in 
which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  atf 
femble  every  week,  and  to  difplay  their  perfon3  . 
and  their  drels.  In  New  Englai\d  they  r:effain, 
on  Sunday,  with  w^ak  fuperftitiori,  even  from 
the  moft  harrnlefs  fports.  But,  it  is,  in  truths 
becaufe  it  affords  them  an  opportunity  of  going 
from  home,  and  meeting  with  their  neighbours, 
tliat  thcfe  people  are  fo  fond  of  vifiting  the  church. 

There  is,  in  this  country,  a  great  lack  of  medi- 
cal prailitiohers,  at  leaft  of  perfons  whofe  fkill  is 
worthy  of  the  name.  The  people  are  not  herQ 
cither  fufficiently  numerous,  or  fiifficiently  opu- 
lent, to  make  it  eligible  for  Ikilful  furgeons  or 
phylpiciai)?  to  fettle  ^mong  them.  The  liirgeon'f' 
employment  is  exercifed  at  prefent  by  people 
who  are  engaged  in  other  purfuits,  and  thereforei 
make  this  but  their  occafional  bufinefs,  and  who 
^re  fo  ignorant  as  fcarcely  to  know  how  to  let 
blood  with  fafety  to  the  patient.  In  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts,  any  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  affume 
the  profeffion  of  medicine  at  his  pleafure ;  and 
it  Is  certainly  a  dilgrace  to  the  legiflature,  that 
the  health  and  lives  of  thefe  iimple  and  grecivi-^ 

Vol.  IL  O-  lous 


lg4  TRATBLS  THROUGH 

Iou3  people  ihould  be  in  fuch  a  manner  eaepofed 
.  a  prey  to  ignorance^  imptidence,  and  quackery. 

When  General  Knox  had  accomplifhed  his 
bufinefs^  we  went  on  board  the  fbhooner^  which 
I  nientioned  above^  hoping  that^  within  four 
hours,  we  fhcaild  reach  the  General's  hoiiie.  It 
was  t^n  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  went 
on  boards  and  the  wind  was  favoufablc.  But 
the  wind  fhifted  on  aiudden/the  weather  be- 
came ftormy,  our  progiefs  was  confiderably  in- 

•  ■  • 

terropted,  And  we  lay-to  till  the  ftorm  was  over. 
•  Next  morning  we  found,  that  we  could  not 
yfet  make  way,  and  therefore  retired  again  to  an- 
other creek,  about  fix  miles  nearer  than  the  for- 
mer to  the  place  to  i^ch  we  wer*  going,  but 
ftill  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  where  we  were  to 
take  our  way  for  St,  George's  River.  The  wea- 
ther was  now  fair,  and  General  Knox,  who  is  not 
at  all  fond  of  navigation,  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  go  on  fhore,  afluring  me  that  we  ihould 
be  able  to  procure  horfes  from  Captain  Alma, 
>  which  would  quickly  carry  us  to  St.  George's 
Riven  We  were  not  far  from  Ducktrap,  Upon 
our  arrival  at  the  Captain's  houfe,  we  were  en- 
countered by  new  difficulties.  We  had  to  wait 
for  our  own  horfes,  which  were  coming  under 
tilie  care  of  the  poft ;  and  this  happened  to  be  the 
oiily  place  in  all  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 
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die  travailing  of  the  poft  is  fomewhat  retarded 
by  the  frequency  i3f  the  plantations^  The  horfes, 
whofe  arrival  wai  expefted  to  be  about  noon> 
came  fix  hours  later*  We  were  thus  obliged  to 
pafs  the  night  in  a  dirty  houfe  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time^  the  wind  had  changed,  and  our  fchooner 
was  gone  on  her  way>  much  farther  than  would 
have  been  fufficieht  to  condu<9:  us  to  the  end  of 
our  journey.  Thele  inconvenient  occurrences 
were  liifficiently  difagreeable  to  me  ;  for,  having 
fo  far  to  travel,  I  had  now  rather  too  little  time 
remaining  for  my  fubfequent  journey  ;  and  I  had 
wifhed  to  fpend  fome  ftiort  time  longer  with 
General  Knox  and  his  family. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  GENERAL 

KNOX. 

On  the  3d  day  of  Odober,  four  and  twenty 
hours  after  pur  arrival  at  St.  George's,  I  was 
obliged  to  fct  but  for  Bofton.  I  had  experienced 
fuch  friendly  entertainment  from  General  Knox 
and  his  family,  that  it  was  with  real  concern  I  left 
them.  They  did  not  treat  me  as  a  ftranger,  but 
with  the  kind  and  eafy  attentions  which  are  paid 
to  one  who  is  at  once  a  relation  and  ^  friend. 
Mrs.  Knox  is  a  lady,  of  whom  you  conceive  ftill 
a  higher  opinion,  the  longer  you  arc  acquainted 
with  her.    Seeing  her  at  Philadelphia,  you  think 
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of  her  but  as  a  fortunate  player  at  whift.  A€ 
her  own  houie  in  the  country,  you  difcover  her 
to  poflefs  wit,  intelligence,  a  good  heart,  an  ex-^ 
ccllcnt  untlerftanding.  In  the  country,  Mif^ 
Knos  lays,  afide  her  excejGS.vc  timidity,  and  you 
admire  alike  her  b^uty,  wit,  and  cheerfulnefs. 
As  for  Mrs.  Flunker,  you  find  her  intereiting  at  a 
firft  acquaiiitance,  and  xu>  lefs  fo  upon  a  longer 
-  familiarity.  I  iay  nothing  of  the  General.  I  have 
akeady  iaid  he  is  one  of  the  worthieft  jnien  I  have 
known ;  chees^l,  agreeable,  valuable  equally  a» 
^n  excellent  friend  and  an  engaging  companion. 
With  a  heart  warmly  grateful  for  fb  much  kind- 
ncfs,  I  took  my  leave  of  this  worthy  i^mily ; 
and  gratitude  is  the  mofl  pleafing  feeling  of  which 
my  prefcnt  fitu'ation  leaves  me  capable.  The 
whole  family  faw  me  depart,  with  the  fame  kind 
concern,  as  if  I  had  been  a  near  relation;  and  per- 
haps nothing  could  be  more  intcreftingly  |affe(3:^ 
ing  than  this  fcene. 

From,  St.  George's  to  Warren  the  fettlers  arc 
not  numerous.  This  diflrid:  extends  to  Thomas- 
town,  where  the  General  refidcs.  About  twenty 
houfes  ftand  at  the  place,  beyond  which  the  tide 
ceafes  to  rife.  There  are  two  or  three  fawing- 
milis,  corn-mills,  and  waulk-mills,  two  or  three 
fhops,  and  two  or  three  finall  merchants.  The 
river '  there  ccales  to  be  navigable,  on  account  of 
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a  number  of  rocks  that  rife  in  the  midft  of  its 
channel.     A  canal  is  to  be  cut  here,  with  the 
Generars  perniiffion,  by  which  the  river  will  be 
made  navigable  for  {ixty  or  feventy  miles  farther 
than  at  prefent.    It  may  be  cut  without  any  very 
confiderable   difficulty,   and   will  prove  of  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  General  and  his  pof- 
terity.     The  foil  is  moderately  good,  but  its  cul- 
tivation is  neglcded.     The  back-parts  I  have  not 
ieen;  but  all  the  fettlers  who  live  contiguous  to 
the  river,  if  they  can  fell  their  wood,  think  not, 
any  morie  than  the  tcH  throughout  the  province 
of  Maine,  of  applying  themfel ves  to  the  tillage 
x>f  their  grounds,  and  the  improvements  of  hufr 
bandry. 

WALDOBOROUGH;  BROADBAY;  NOBLEBOROUGH4 

NEWCASTLE. 

The  next  diftriA  is  Waldoborough.  It  is  a 
German  fettlemeat,  formed  forty  years  ago  by 
Brigadier-General  Waldo.  Three  years  after- 
wards, he  brought  hither  fome  German  families, 
and  ^ffignqd  to  each  of  them  one  hundred  acres 
of  ground, .  It  is  in  a  ftate  of  profperity.  The 
families^  wliich  were,  originally,  forty  in  munber, 
hare  increased  to  twp  hundred  and  fifty;  Fifty 
lOther  pl^hters,  Irifli,  Englifti,  and  Americans,  live 
filfo  here*     3ut,  it  is  requifite  for  thefe  to  under- 
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Hand  German,  as  this  is  the  language  commonly 
Ipoken  throughout  the  diftrift :  though  all  the 
German  inhabitants  read  Englifh,  and  have  the 
laws  and  the  proceedings  of  their  courts  of  jufticc 
in  that  language.  The  German  is,  hovs^cver,  the 
common  language  of  trade,  and  of  familiar  ititer- 
courfe, 

Broadbay  is  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  which 
here  advances  inland,  A  fmall  river,  the  cpurfc 
of  which  is  for  fome  thirty  miles,  falls  intp  this 
bay.  Like  the  other  rivers  of  this  territory,  it 
is  not  navigable.  Trees  may  be  floated^  fingly, 
down  the  ftream,  but  in  no  other  way,  from  the 
diflance  often  or  twelve  miles  above,  The  inr 
terior  extremity  qf  the  tay  lies  about  ten  miles 
inland.  Three  or  four  veffels  are  annually  built 
here.  To  this  place  belong  eight  fhips,  of  which 
only  three  carry  three  mafts.  Thefe  are  almoft 
all,  either  the  property  of  the  merchants  of  Wif- 
caflet  and  th^t  neighbourhood, .  or  elfe  are,  at 
leaft,  annually  freighted  by  thofe  merchants.  An 
Irifli  merchant,  who  has  refided  for  thefe  feveral 
years  in  Waldoborough,  does  bufmefs  in  this  way, 
on  his  own  account,  and  with  good  liicccfs.  A 
cargo  of  wood  can  be  quickly  procured  at  Waldo- 
borough  ;  but  the  price  is  here  fomewhat  higher, 
than  in  St.  George's  River,  or  the  Bay  of  Fcn 
nobfcot. 
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The  buildings  are  fituated  on  the  declivity  of 
the  hills ;  on  the  edges  of  the  bay ;  and  are  pretty 
numerous ;  but  are  iinall,  and  make  as  iarry  an 
appearance  as  any  I  have  lately  feen.     The  qua- 
lity of  the  foil  is  moderately  good.    From  fifteen 
to  eighteen  bufliels  of  maize,  twenty  bufhels  of 
barley,  £fteen  buftiels  of  rye,  is  the  ordinary  pro- 
duce from  an  acre  of  ground ;  three  hundred 
bufhels  is  the  ufual  encreafe  of  potatoes  from 
one  acre.     Each  family  keeps  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  head  of  cattle.     The  fear  of  the  bears 
and  wolves,  v^hich  are  numerous  in  thefe  parts, 
does  not  hinder  thefe  people  from  driving  out 
their  cattle  to  feed  in  the  woods.     Though  one 
jpart  of  the  herd  ihpuld  be,  to-day,  devoured  by 
the  beafb  of  prey ;  the  riefl  would,  neverthelefs, 
be  driven  out,  to  feed  in  the  woods,  to-morrow  : 
but  fuch  accidents  are  rare.     There  is  no  in- 
flance  qf  children  having  been  gittackedv    I  mjr 
{elf,  in  my  JQum^y  of  thi3  ds^y,  and  at  the  dif^ 
tance  of  4  mile  frpm  Waldoborough,  faw  a  bear 
of  a  confiderabl^  fize,  running  acrofs  the  road.. 
I  purfued  him  o^  horfeback,  without  leaving  the 
road,  and  he  ran  away  with  great  fpeed. 

Broadbay  is  the  boundary  of  Waldo-patent, 
and  the  centre  of  W^dpbprough.  The  houfes 
pf  this  lail  place  lie  fcattered  around  the  bay,  the 
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enyiibnk  of  which  are  much  more  populous  than 
the.  temtoiy  dirough  which  I  bad  trav^Ued 
liithcrtb.  I  was  told/that>  fome  miles  inland, 
both  the  foil  and  the  hufban(^  ate  better/  and 
th^  ietti^tnents  more^  numeroids. 
:  :  Waldcvpatenfelied  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
t^hich  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants* 
!f^e  4£»unty-^i:irts  are  held  at  Hallowell>  Pow^ 
tutlborougfa  and  Waldoborough.  ^hoibaftown> 
whor^  Gfeneral  Knox  refides/liesalib  iiqi  the  cdunty 
of  Lincobi>  wluch^  howeyo^  does  not  extend  be-^ 
yond  Bdfeft*  •.    . 

;>  Nobleborottghi  the  b^Kt  *t6wnihip,  is  nmch 
Igfi&rt  populous*  ^m  the  l^iH,  and  cidiibitB  great 
^^^t&ty  ill  the  sppeatahbeof  its  kcMed>  and  the 
wealth  or  poverty  of  its  difFercrit  inhabitants. 
This  diftrift  has  likewife  its  Bay  of  Damafcobay, 
which  extends  ten  or  twelve  miles  inland.  A  few 
toifes  from  the  inmoft  poiiit  of  this  bay,  is  a  lake 
of  frefli  water,  not  lefs  than  fifty  miles  in  the  ex- 
tent of  its  area.  Such  lakes  are  frequent  throtighT- 
out  this  part  of  the  qour^try.  Thpy  abound  in 
fifli,  of  which,  howeycr,  the  inhabitants  qiake 
^o  ufe.  The  quantity  is  not  fufficicnt,  to  make 
it  an  objeft  of  trade,  to  ialt,  and  carry  them  to 
market ;  and  thefe  people  are  too  negligent,  to 
^  for  the  fuj^ly  of  their  own  tables*  "  There 
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urc  fomc  fhips  built  in  Damafcobay;  and  of  thcfe 
the  greater  part  are  employed  by  the  merchants 
of  Wifcaffet. 

■ 

The  diftrid  of  Newcaftle  has,  likewiie,  a  baft 
or  rather,  is  interfed:ed  by  the  river  Steepietit, 
which  runs*  by  Wifcaffet;  At  Newcaftle,  this 
riv6r  is  acceffible  for  fliips  of  burthen :  it  admits 
fmall  veffels,  for  fome  miles  farther  up.  There 
are  two  Ihips  at  prefent  in  building  at  NewcalUe. 
You  crols  the  river  by  a  ferry,  which  is  conveni- 
ent and  fafe.  A  bridge  is  about  to  be  built  here ; 
and  the  ferryman  is  much  lefs  ccmcerned  for  the 
probable  lofs  which  it  will  occasion  to  him,  of 
his  prefent  income,  than  pleafed,  that  he  is  to 
be  thus  reieafed  from  that  inceffant  watchfulnefs 
^nd  toil  of  the  ferry. 

The  road  along  which  I,  this  day,  travelled, 
was  rugged,  obftrufted  by  rocks  and  roots  of- 
trees,  often  miry,  paffing  over  great  inequalitieH. 
of  ground,  and  worft  in  the  tvoods,  through  whicK 
a  great  part  of  it  led.  Worthy  General  Knox 
conduifted  me,  eight  miles  on  my  journey,  and 
direded  me  to  the  dwelling  of  an  honeft  Ger- 
man, a  liirgeon,  who,  in  favourable  years,  gains 
from  fixty  to  eighty  dollats  by  his  pra<5Kce,  and 
who  told  me,  that,  for  twenty  miles  nmnd,  there 
is  no  other  medical  pra<9itibher.  This  honeft 
paan  accompanied  tnfe,  till  I  Was  tio  longer  in 
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danger  of  wandering  from  the  way ;  ind  refufcd 
to  receive  money  for  my  dinner,  which  I  car- 
neftly  offered  him.  He  has  fix  children,  all  mar- 
ried, and  a  fmall  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  as 
he  told  me,  is  not  very  well  cultivated.  But,  he 
fays,  he  has  enough,  and  does  not  covet  riches. 
He,  on  a  former  year,  remitted  three  hundred 
dollars  to  Philadelphia,  to  procure  a  German 
minifter,  to  whom  he  now  pays  thirty  dollars  a 
year,  befides  his  juft  ihare  of  the  congregational 
contribution.  On  the  whole,  this  m^m  i3  an  ec^ 
centric  charaden 

WISCASSET- 

Mr.  Lee,  whom  I  faw  at  the  houie  of  General 
Knox,  had  afked  me  to  take  my  lodging  at  his 
houfe,  when  I  fhould  come  to  WifcalTet.  '  I  did 
fo.  He  is  a  lawyer ;  and  he  appeared  to  me,  to 
be  one  of  the  beft  employed  ones  in  the  whole 
country.  He  has  an  elegant  houfe ;  is  a  very 
worthy  man ;  gave  me  a  kind  reception ;  and 
expreffed  his  concern  that/ his  wife,  who  went 
lately  on  p  vifit  to  Boflon,  was  not  at  hoine,  to 
make  my  entertainment  better. 

WifcaiTet,  fituated  on  the  bay  of  Penobfcot,  is 
the  firfl  place  in  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 
any  confiderable  bufinefs  is  tranfafted.  The  mer- 
chants are  not  very  rich,  but  they  arc  very  nu-? 
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merous ;  and,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  pro- 
prietors of  almoft  all  the  veffek  which  fail  from 
the  neighbouring  creeks  and  bays.  Some  indivi- 
duals among  them  poflefs  to  the  number  of  fix 
or  fevcn  ihips.  They  hire  out  for  freight,  thole 
which  arc  not  required  for  the  carriage  of  their 
own  traffic ;  and  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  Europe 
affords  great  fcope  to  this  canying-trade  of  the 
Americans,  which  they  find  to  be  very  profitable, 
though  not  without  its  niks.  Mr.  Swan  of  Bof^ 
ton  has  hired  a  great  quantity  of  tonnage,  for  the 
purpofe  of  exporting  corn  and  flour  to  France. 

There  belong  fifty  (hips  to  Wifcaffet.  Ten  of 
thefe^fail  to  Europe,  on  account  of  merchants 
living  in  this  place. '  They  export  the  produ6b  of 
thp  coui>try,  and  bring  back,  in  return,  to  Bofton, 
foreign  goods,  for  which  there  is  no  fale  in  tibc 
province  pf  Maine. 

Wifcaflet  lies  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  milcs^ 
fronj  the  Ipa ;  and  for  this  realbn,  there  live  but 
hw  pf  fliiprmafters  at  this  fmall  port.  Thefe 
pepple  have  their  dwellings  along  the  coaft.  They 
ysrould  lofe  half  their  prefeijt  ga^is,  if  they  fettled 
at  ai>y  diftance  from  it.  This  town  is  pretty  com- 
padl,  and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes,  fome  of  which  are  very  handfbme.  In 
the  year  1789^  the  whole  traffic  of  this  diftridl 
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yrBs  earned  on  in  thirty-fiyc  ydTels^  which  did 
^t  carry,  in  all^  above  two  thoufand  9nd  ninety 
tons.  In  179S9  and  not  later  than  the  loth  day 
of  Odober^  die  number  of  ihips  regidierdl  was 
.  one  himdred  and[  two^  and  their  tonnage^  nine 
thou&nd  nine  hundred  and  fort7-fi>ur  tons, 
Thefe  fads  evince,  to  what  ah  .extraMfdinaiy 
jpkch,  even  the  ibie  btifineis  of  ihip-building  is 
capaUe  of  advancing  the  trade  and  pptdence  of 
the  people  of  thefe  parts.  The  exports  amount- 
ied,  in  the  year  1791,  to  thirty-five  thoufan^  five 
hundred  and  fixty-two  dollars ;  in  the  yeat  i  792, 
to  tiiir^-hine  thoufand^  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dpUark;  in  1703/ to  thirt|r-fix  dioufand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars;  in  1794, 
to  thirty-two  thoufand  three'  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars ;  in  1795,  to  thirty-four  thoufand  fix  hun- 
tdred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
variations  in  the  amounts  of  the  money-prices  of 
the  total  exports,  in  thefe  fucceffive  years ;  while 
the  market- value  of  thofe  provifions  of  which 
this  exportation  confifts,  has  been  continually 
fifing ;  evinces  tMe  truth  of  what  I  affirmed  con- 
cerning the  Ihips  of  WifcalTet,  as  being  employed 
chiefly  in  the  carrying-trade,  and  taking  in  their 
laidinj^  at  other  ports. 

KENNEBECK 
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KENNEBECK  RIVER. 

The  road  lies  along  the  interior  extremity  of 
the  bay.  As  it  advances  towards  Boftorti  the  ap- 
pearance  of  induftry  and  bufinefs  encreafes ;  the 
houfes  become  larger  and  handfomert  Volwick- 
bay  lies  not  far  from  Wifcaffet.  One  or  two 
fhiall  veflcls  have  been  built  in  it ;  leveral  com 
and  lawing-mills  Hand  upon  the  fmall  rivers 
which  fall  into  it ;  and  in  thefe  the  upper  rock^ 
form  a  fort  of  natural  dam  to  accumulate  thQ 
water  for  the  ufe  of  the  mills.  The  land  ho 
tween  Kennebeck-river  and  Wifcaffet,  is  ftony^ 
yet  fertile.  It  is  everywhere  inhabited,  yet  but 
in  a  moderate  ftate  of  cultivation.  Of  ten  miles 
journey,  by  this  way,  fcarce  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
lies  ^  through  woods.  Kennebeck-river  is  to  be 
croffed  by  a  ferry.  The  river  is  here  about  hatf 
a  mile  broad ;  and  the  paffiige  is  £aid  to  be  fpme*^ 
times  dangerous,  though  I  foxmd  it  fafe  and  cafym^ 
Both; the  winds  and  tide  were  favourable;  and,: 
in  five  minutes,  I  reached  the  farther  Ihore.  Bodr' 
the  ferryman  and  his  boat  are  very  good.  > 

Kennebeck  is  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  pro^^ 
vince  of  Maine.  Its  fourcc  is  two  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  its  mouth,  and  it  waters  the  fineit 
woodlands  in  this  region.  It  is  navigable  to  the 
diflance  of  fifty  miles  upward  fipm  its  mouth  p 
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but,  this  navigation  is  greattyobfimded  by  rock^ 
and  fand-banks.  There  are  ihips  built  at  Hal- 
lowell^  which  (lands  at  the  difhuio^  of  forty  fniles 
up  the  river  r  but,  thefe  receive  their  lading  at 
Bath;  fix  Biiles  bcilow^  the  ferry  by  which  I  pitfled^ 
The  wood  felled  at  Hallowell  and  places  conti-* 
giious  to  it^  IS  conveyed  down  to  Bath  in  fledges 
or  boats^  and  is,  then,  received  on  board  the  fliips. 
The  Entrance  into  Kenhebeck-river  is  fo  danger- 
ous, thisit  ihips  failing  v^th  this  defHnation,  if  in* 
iiiried  at  London,  -pay  a  higher  premium,  than 
tixoie  bound  for  any  other  bay,  harbour,  or  river, 
on  thefe  cbails ;  at  leail:  I  was  fb  informed. 

Thetc  belong  forty  fhips  to  this  river.  Thefe 
are,  for  the  greater  part,  the  property  of  merchants 
who  have  their  coundng-houfes  in  Bath,  and 
their  dwcUing-houfes  in  either  Bath  or  Hallo- 
well.  The  reft  belong  to  merchants  refident  in 
Wifcaflct  or  Portland.  The  banks  of  the  river 
are  inhabited  to  the  diflance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  inland.  That  trad  of  land  which  is 
watered  by  no  other  river,  is,  in  one  direftion, 
occupied  to  the  extent  of  eighty  or  one  hundred 
miles. 

Hallowell  is,  as  I  was  informed,  a  town  con- 
fifHng  of  two  hundred  houfes.  Another  town  of 
the  fartie  name,  and  not  lefs  confiderablc,  is  fituatc 
two  nailes  higher  on  the  fame  river.  They  afford, 

both^ 
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both^  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  lands; 
which  is  very  abun  dant ;  for  the  foil  is  excellent, 
and  wheat  and  other  grains  are  cultivated  upon  it. 
There  is  alfb  a  great  deal  of  wood  brought  down 
Kennebeck  River ;  but  the  wood  contiguous  to  the 
Ihores  of  the  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  plantations 
and  dwellings,  now  begins,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppoled,  to  be  exhaufted.  The  large  wood  is 
cut,  as  I  am  told,  at  the  difliancc  of  twenty  miles 
above  HallowelL  Thofe  who  derive  their  prin- 
cipal means  of  fiipport  from  the  fale  of  this 
article,  are  wont  to  wander  into  the  deep  woods, 
in  the  month  of  November,  with  their  families 
and  cattle^  often  to  the  diftance  of  from  forty 
to  fixty  miles  from  their  ordinary  habitations. 
They  are  previoufly  careful  to  provide  hay  in  the 
liimmer,  by  going  into  ttefe  woods,  mowing  the 
grafs,  and  putting  it  up  in  ricks,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  cattle,  when  they  Ihall  return  in  the  winter. 
They  now  rear  huts  for  themfelves ;  fell  their 
wood ;  bring  it,  on  fledges,  to  the  river's  fide ; 
and  there  referve  it,  till  the  river  is  fo  much 
fwoUen  by  rains  as  to  convey  it,  eafily,  floating 
down  the  ftrcam.  They  mark,  each  his  trees 
with  a  particular  mark,  before  committing  them 
to  the  flxeam,  fo  that  the  property  of  every  dif- 
ferent wood-cutter  can  be  diflinguiflicd  at  the 
place  of  fliipping,  without  difputc  or  ntiifliake. 

Unlcfi 
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Unlels  the  exccffivc  feverity  of  the  winter  drive 
them  from  the  woods,  Iboner  than  they  intended, 
they  return  not  until  April  or  May ;  and  they 
then  apply  themfelres  to  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands.  Bath  is  the  feat  of  a  cuftom-houfe,  or  a 
port  gentry  as  they  call  it.  Its  exports  amounted, 
ill  the  year  1791*  to  the  value  of  twenty- nine 
thoufaiid  four  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars; 
in  1792,  to  thirty-feven  thoufand  and  two  dol-- 
lars ;  in  1 7Q3,  to  forty -five  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  dollars;  in  1794,  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  himdred  and  forty-foui(  dollars  j 
in  1795,  to  thirty-four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  dollars. 

.  In  the  diftrift  of  Bruniwick,  which  borders  on 
that  of  Bath,  the  foil  is,  in  general,  poor,  and 
almoft  everywhere  a  dry  fand.  It  affords  no 
trees,  but  the  white  fir,  the  white  birch,  and  the 
filver  fir,  none  of  which  is  of  any  very  confider^ 
able  growth.  It  is  but  very  imperfc6Hy  cleared 
and  cultivated.  Few  habitations  are  to  be  feen. 
On  the  road,  I  found  only  two  or  three  fmall  vil- 
lages, or  rather  hamlets.  The  firfl  of  them,  at 
which  I  dined,  confifts  of  thirty  or  forty  houfes. 
Qf  thefe,  fomc  are  pretty  neat.  The  people  who 
lire  at  fuch  a  diflance  from  the  fca-coafl,  have 
no  employments  but  thofe  of  hufbandry,  and 
Ibme  occafional  hunting.  The  land  ufually  yields, 

an 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.     209 

aii^  acre,  twenty-five  Ihifhels  of  maize,  one  huri* 
dred  and  fifty  bufliels  of  potatoes,  eighteen  bnlhels 
of  rye.  The  culture  which  it  receives,  is  but 
little.  There  is  a  little  wheat,  and  feme  barley, 
likewife  raifed  here. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  and  the  high  wages 
which  failors  have,  for  fome  time,  been  wont  to 
reccivCi  produces,  among  the  young  people,  a  very 
general  preference  for  a  fea- faring  life.  Labourers 
in  agriculture  are,  confcquently,  more  difficult  to 
be  procured,  and  demand  higher  wages ;  they  ex- 
peft  ten  or  eleven  dollars  a  month.  The  mea- 
dows  yield  a  good  deal  of  hay.  This  is  an  article 
of  primary  neceffity ;  for  the  cattle  muft  be  kept, 
for  fix  or  feven  months  of  the  year,  in  the  ftalls ; 
and  during  this  time,  hay  is  their  only  forage. 
Each  cow  or  bullock  confumes  nearly  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  hay,  and  feventy  or  eighty  bufhels 
pf  maize. 

The  other  village  in  Brunfwick,  which  I  paiTed 
through,  lies  five  miles  farther.  The  thirty  or 
forty  families  which  live  here  together,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amarefkoghin,  are  ufimlly  employ- 
ed in  fhip-building,  and  fbme  little  traffic.  Three 
ihips  have  been  lately  built  here ;  and  other  ten 
belong,  alfo,  to  this  fmall  town.  But,  almoft  alj 
the  vefifels  built  in  thefe  creeks,  are  the  property 
<>f  merchants  who  refide  in  the  more  confiderablc 
Vol.  II.  P  weigh- 
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&iall  pljice,  ftand  on  the  i^ore  of  the  boyi  o^|^ 
^  This  b^^  of  which  one  arm  is  of  gftat  c^cjbftlty 
adra^f cs,  here,  thirty  miles  inland.  Ships. |i|uitt 
in  Bmniwick,  or  belonging  to  i(,  taik,^  ii|  thjt^f 
fadings  at  Brick  Mands;  ten  railes  ia(rther;  down 
^e  hay.  The  bay  of  Cafco  again  attra^  tlnf 
^trayc^er  s  notice  near  Trueport,  a  neighbouring 
townlhip>  in  lyhich  the  ihip4milding  kfvS^d^  i^  . 
.  iiot  ca^ed  on  to  great^,.pxtent  than  hpt?,  a^d 
pf  i^hi^h  the  land  is  as  dry  aod  ik&dy  a^;  thft^  of 
JBnmfivick,  in  thoie  places  where  the  twp  ^lK>iyq^ 
ihips  arq  <;?(^nterminous,  but  becomes-  ^^jSt^et  at  9 
difl^u^e  froni  tha^  border^  ^ 

NORTH  YARMOUTH.  '     '  , 

•r  • 

Nortl^  Yarmouth  has  the  appearance  of  9,  fmaU^ 
town.  A  number  of  houfes,  and  of  labourers  of 
all  forts,  are  here  aflembled  upon  one  j^ot.  It  lies^ 
on  a  fmall  creek  of  the  bay  of  Cafco,  where  it 
receives  the  waters  of  Royal  River ;.  a  ftream  of 
which  the  courfe  is  only  fifty-eight  miles  from 
its  head  to  the  fca,  and  which  is  navigable  only 
by  fmall  boats.-  This  little  fpot  of  earth  is  th^ 
fccne  of  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs.^  Three  lhips> 
of  which  one  was  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons' 
burthen,  were  lately  built  here ;  not  to  reckon  two 
others,  which  were  begun  in  the  prefcnt  year^ 

and 
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wd^re  already  in  the  watrr;  More  aires  milb^c^ 
different  kinds*  The  land  is  Ibmewhat  bcdtarouln 
ttvated,  in  tbis  neighJx>ui5hoDd.  .  The  fea  is.  too 
fa^x  diftamt,  to  dr^.w  t^  peopJb  ^wayi  fium  a^'w 
cukuig^,  tQf  tliG  filbery.  The  houfcs  a3»  ^  of  battM 
#ru^w6  thaa  el&wher%  ia  tltet  p^  ofit^jdii^ 
^rid,  through?  ^vhich.  tibte  higbway  teads*  'Fpt-i 
nflies  are  now  beconaipg  an.  article  q£  txfBis^ 
^)mt  £bw  mei^haats  ha<ye  thein  dNv:eUiiigr  ihi 
North  Yarnioutib.  Three;  or  fouc  agroe  to  Umikli 
^  flaip  jointly;,  and? t^de.  with  ife:  the  captain  adds 
hifi  ihase  i  a:  caFg<sii  isihipped  on  board*  it>  lor  the 
common  aiccaunt  of  the  company :  a  vogragc  is 
^en;maiia>perli^ps  to  the  Antilles,  or  toEwopc : 
aadfby  th^  Detiurnkofthe  veflel,  a  foreign  cargo  is 
importad  tp^Bofton.  It  is  not,  however,  com- 
moni  for  ftiips.  to  fall  for  Europe,  or  th^  Antilles, 
firom  this  pp^t.  For  the  nioft  part,  thefe  veffeli^ 
we  fcrnplpyed  ift  carrying  wood  to  Bofton  or  New 
York;;  tjhough  the  price  of  wopd-  be  highfr  here 
^iftn  in  the  places  Vefofe.m<?ntiQf|e4  an^ ,aiBL9Uirt^ 
-even  to  ten  or  tvyeivc  flii|Ungs  9,  pord,  \  .The  Hht" 
#l€9ients  e^ctend  ^bftMfe  fsi^a^^}  »il«!Bk^»c^W 

PORTLAND.   .  -         , 

I  came,  on  Sunday,  tQ,S9?:^^m^  .«>wl  "VIW6%r 

f^iiSpi  to  ^4ji^]iftmi,{9  ^m>99^YfMmfsi'^^ 

I*  2      .  a  part 


a  parit  of  the  coimtiy  fa  remote^  and  fo  rarely^ 
vHited  by  travellers.  The  inn  at  North  Yar-' 
mctuth  is  fniall,  yet  good ;  and  few  hoflefles  in 
France^  are  fo  attentive  as  Mrs.  Cota  .  Between 
Nofdi  Yarmouth  and  Portland,  the  land  is  mo- 
demtdy  fertile,  and' at  the  fame  time  coniiderably 

.   pc^mlous.     The  many  fmall  wooden  houfes  to  be 

ibeis^Jbeing  conihuded,  in  no  vbryibong  nor 

elegant  manner,  of  Icygs  or  deals,  do  not  indicate^ 

by  their  exterior  appearance,   either  -  wealtb  or 

^deanlinels.    An  European  traveller  is,  therefore, 

.  nek  a- little  iurprifed  to  fee  a  mmiber  of  elegant 
women.'  come  out  of  theie  huts,  all  wearing 
&ihionable  hats  and  head-drefles  with  feathers, 
handfbme  cloaks,  and  the  reft  of  their  drefs  fuit* 
able  to  this.  Such  is  the  Ihoyy  which  thefe  fe- 
males make,  ,every  Sunday  morning,  when  the 
weather  is  fufHciently  fair  to  encourage  them  to 
go  to  church.  The  men  go  equally  fine.  But 
thofe  females  who  are  prevented  from  going 
abroad  in  the  morning,  by  their  cookery,  the 
wafhing  of  their  kitchcn-dilhes,  the  milking  of 
the  covws,  or  the  feeding  of  the  fwine,  attend  the 
church  only  in  the  afternoon,  and  come  lefs  foli- 
citoufly  drcfTed  out  in  their  finery.  They  are 
almofl  all  tall  and  good-looking ;  fome  of  them, 
are  even  very  handfbme. 

Portland  is  feated  on  a  penlnfula,  which  juts 

out 
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(mt  into  the  bay.  To  reach  it  by  the  way  ot 
that  ifthmus  which  connefts  the  penihfula  with 
the  land,  you  are  obliged,  in  coming  from  North 
Yarmouth,  to  go  more  than  three  miles  about. 
But,  a  bridge  is  now  in  building  acrofs  that  arni 
of  the  bay,  which  gives  occafion  for,  the  prelent 
circuitous  approach  to  the  town.  The  bridge  is 
built  by  fubfcription,  and.  is  half  finifhed.  When- 
it  Ihall  be  completed,  and  Ihall  be  found  to  have 
fufficicnt  ftrength  to  endure  the  ordinary  currents 
of  the  tide,  its  periodical  overflowings,  and  the 
winds  which  often  rage  here  with  tremendous 
fury ;  it  will  then  prove  exceedingly  ufeful.  At 
prd!ent,  I  fliould  doubt,  whether  fufficient  folidity 
can  be  given  to  a  bridge  in  this  fituation. 

This  town  of  Portland  may  be  reckoned  hand- 
fbme.  That  part  of  it  which  is  called  the  New 
Town,  really  confifts  of  houies  of  a  very  good  ap- 
pearance. The  Old  Town,  which  was  burnt  by 
the  Engliih,  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the  freedom 
of  America,  is  compofed  of  mean  houfcs,  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  poorer  people.  The  quays  arc 
few;  and  imder  them,  Ihips  receiving  or  dif- 
charging  their  ladings,  can  lie  with  fafety  :  ad- 
joining arc  fpacious  ftorc-houfes  for  the  reception 
of  goods.  The  road  is  good  and  fafe.  This  road 
makes  a  part  of  Cafco  Bay,  a  branch  of  which 
«xtends  from  BrunfVvick  as  far  as  Portland  j  and 

P3  in 
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•  ■  * 

in  any  psurt  of  t^S;.bpnchvihips  of  any  biutlp4ii 
may  fin4  .^wd  awhorage.  The  great  incoave-^ 
nience  of  tlib  bay  is>  that  it  b  acceflible  at  ^  or 
j^ven  diiSerent  places  £>  that,  in  cafe  of  a  wai^ 
^ps  lyiog  in  it,  could  »ot  well  efcape  being  f>ir^ 
prifed  by  an  cn^my  from  one  entrance  or  another* 
That  Q|ieni»ig  into  the  b^,  to  which  Portland  S^ 
contiguojus^  is  cnpre  thaiji  two  miles  wide.  Of  i 
conieqpf n,ce,4 V gqns  ^d^^  from  the  two.. '^p* 

pofite  iidesj  could  not  .prqjed  their  ihpts  fi>;iar^ 

as  tQ  make  them  crois  fcach  otber ; ,  and. the  «x^ 

•       ,'■        .■'        ^*-*.'  -* 

cution  which  could  \^  done,  from  foi^  vrould  not 
be  fuf&cient  to  guard  tj^eenlxaf)cq^  :    .. 

They  are  at  preftnti  conftpv^tii^g^  t)!!  the^fit^ 
bf  an  old  earthen  breall-'work^  a  forti&ration 
which  fthey  expeft  to  command  the  town,  und 
to  render  it,  at  leaft,  fecure  from  the  invafion 
of  an  enemy.     This  new  fortification  ftands  at 
the  extreme  point  of  the  peninfula  on  which 
Portland  is  fituate,  and  confifts  of  a  battery  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty  heavy  cannqn  of  iarge  calibre, 
commanding  that  wide  entrance  of  the  bay  which 
was  above  mentioned.     This  battery  is  to  haye^ 
by  means  of  a  covered  way,  a  communication 
with  a  fmall  fort  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five 
hundred;  toifqs,  which  it  has  alfo  been  thought 
neceflaiy  to  ere^  on  the  highefl:  part  of  this 
illhmvst     The  fort  is  fuffidi9ixt  to  4iold  two  hun- 

dred 
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^ktit:  tt^^mh  ^ei¥  d  place  of  greater 
icrdngrfi,  iftacceffible  without  very  confiderable 
difficulty,  sLftd'  if  there  we're  a  ftrong  garrilbri 
aiwiiys  teady  for  its  defence ;  this  fortfeis^  or  a 
rtitire  c^ftlfderablc  citadel,  in  its  iituation,  and 
cJMninl^inititi'ng  with  the  town,  might  then  be 
of  gredt  ffn'pbrtarice.  But,  fiilce  the  natural  fitua- 
tion  of  the  town  is  fo  little  capable  of  defence,' 
work^  like  thcfc  can  never  become  ferviccable 
in  any  due  proportion  to  the  trouble  and  ex-i 
pence.  Portland  is,  however,  a  place  which  aii 
^nemy  can  never  have  an  intercft  to  keep  poflcf^ 
iion  of.  f  f  leized  by  an  enemy,  i^  would  only  be 
fet  oij  fire,  and  then  abandoned.  Two  or  three 
Ihips  crews  would  be  equal  to  tHe  enterpfife. 
When  the  garrifon  are  unable  to  maintain  the 
batteries,  they  muft  then  retirt  into  the  fort ;  and 
there,  what  more  cart  they  do,  except  procure 
for  thcmfelve's  the  honours  of  a  capitulation  ?  I 
cannot,  therefore^  iee'  any  ufc  in  thefe  fortifica- 
tions.  In  1770,  an  Englifh  frigate  burnt  three- 
fourths  of  Falmoutii,  of  whicli  Portland  was  a 
p^rt;  Tn  ijsa,  the  fjEate  of  MatfactAjfetts  united 
t^cQllierifeihMiimg  parte  of  Falmouth  with  Port- 


Idndy  gMfi^  to  the'  wliole  tlie  common  name  of 
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town.  Many  of  them  fail  to  Europe^  though 
oftoaer  to  the  Antilles.  About  twenty  are  en« 
gaged  In  the  fifhery  of  cod^  which  are  taken 
among  the  illands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
The  merchants  in  Portland  a^c  numerous ;  but 
none  among  them  poiTefs  great  capitals.  .  As 
Portland,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  not  equal 
to  the  coniumption  of  the  cargoes  which  the  fhips 
import  in  return  for  the  exports ;  thefe  arc  ge- 
nerally carried  to  Bofton,  which  is  the  principal 
mart  for  foreign  commodities*  The  want  of 
money  occafions  a  greater  proportion  of  them  to 
bp  fent  to  the  capital,  than  is  for  the  advantage 
of  this  place :  and  hence,  while  the  ftore-houfes 
of  Pordand  are  negleded,  the  goods,  which  might 
be  here  bought  and  fold  at  a  more  reafonable  rate, 
are  bought  by  the  people  of  this  neighbourhood, 
at  an  exorbitant  price,  in  Bofton. 

In  1785,  the  tonnage  of  the  united  townftiips 
of  Falmouth  and  Portland  amounted  to  five  thou- 
land  three  hundred  and  forty- one  tons  in  the 
foreign  trade  ;  iixteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
in  the  fifhery  and  the  coafling-tradc  ;  in  all,  fix 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-nine  tons.  In 
0<9:ober  1795,  the  tonnage  of  the  fhips,  regifler- 
cd  for  that  year,  was  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eight  tons  in  the  foreign  trade,  five  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  in  the  cbafling-tradc 

and 


THE  UNITED  STATB3>  C^NADA^  &C.  2f7 

and  fSfhery  ;  in  all,  tlurtccii  thouland  feven  hun- 
dred and  ninety- eight  tons.  The  value  of  the 
exports  from  Portland,  was,  in  17Q1,  feventy* 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  four  dollars; 
in  1792,  one  hundred  and  five  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  1793,  one  hun* 
dred  and  forty- fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dollar? ;  1 794,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thoufand  fix  hundred  and,  twelve  dollars  ; 
1795,  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  fiix 
hundred  arid  eighty-two  dollars. 

There  is,  as  yet  no .  regular  market  for  provi- 
fions  in  Portland.  This  fmall,  though  handfome, 
town  confifts  of  about  three  hundred  houies, 
which  may  contain  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
fouls.  The  Prefby terians  have  here  two  churches ; 
the  Epifcopalians  one.  Schools  have  alfo  been 
efl:abliflied  here,  which  ate  faid  to  be  pretty  good^ 
Lots  of  ground,  for  building  in  the  town,  are  at 
a  price  which  may  be  reckoned  high ;  and  land, 
within  a  mile  of  the  town,  cofts  tv*xnty  dollars 
an  acre.  Portland  is  the  principal  town  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  which  contains  about 
twenty-four  thoufand  inhabitants. 

BIDDEFORD..-MR.  THATCHER. 

The  nearer  you  approach  to  Bollon,  fo  much 
the  more  does  the  whole  country  appear  to  aflume 

an 
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an  air  of  bufinefs  and  induftry.  Not  S'cwfeft  Stil 
fijips  are  in  bnilding,  in  it ;  not  a  river's  moutfi 
fo  fmaJI,  but  merchant  companies  are  there  in 
poffeffion  offtiips,  which  they  cither  hire  out  or 
lade  on  their  own  account :  No  (ituation  where 
a.  mill  could  Itand,  on  which  tljcrc  has  not  been 
k  mill  creeled.  FalnioTith,  PepperbOTOugh,  Saga, 
Biddeford,  Kenncbeck,  Berwick,  carry  on  a  trade 
far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  fmall  towns  through 
which  I  had  pafled  on  my  way  hither.  The  land 
is,  however,  neglcdled ;  but  the  foil  is  worft  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fca. 

In  Portland  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Davres,  a  young  lawyer,  whom,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Lee,  I  had  fecn  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Knox,  by  whom  he  is  much  efteemed,  on  ac- 
count of  his  agreeable  manners,  integritj',  and 
fkill  in  his  pi-ofefflon.  At  Biddeford,  I  Hopped 
to  dine  srt  the  hotife  of  Mi*.  Thatcher,  an- 
other lawyer,  *fcdtti  1  had  ften  at  the  court- 
houfc  in  Penobfcot.  Mr.  Thatcher  is,  likewile, 
a  member  of  the  Congrefs.  He  IWti  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  miles  frofti  tiie  town,  in  a  ftnall  and 
mean  houfe,  which  would  be  difdatned  b^  th<i 
pettieft  avocat  in  all  France.  Oppolite  to  his 
Koufc,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  highway,  is  an- 
other hut,  not  more  than  twelye  feet  fquare,  very 
lUghtly  conftruftcd  trf"  boards,  careklsly  fixed  at 

thq 
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Vkc  foundation,  and  hanging  over  a  declivity  of 
tiie  road,  which  is  his  confultatiofa-room,  hit 
chamber  for  buiinef^,  and,  his  hbrary.     He  haft 
about  two  thoufand  volumes,  books  of  lavs^,  hif- 
tory,  morality,  and  general  literature.     He  adds 
to  k  all  new  American  publications,  and  procures 
from  England  every  other  new  work,  which  he 
lunderAiands  to  be  valuable,  and  cannot  find  in 
Abserica.     He  reads  a  great  deal,  and  is  a  nuui 
of  extenfive  knowledge.     There  is  a  pleaiing  caft 
of  originality  in  his  convtarfatitJh  and  ift  his  whisik 
tehavioiEr:  But  his  notions  ate  eccentric,  aiid 
jbfben  &ife.  He  is  lingular  in  his  exterior  appear-t- 
ance,  itiff  and  ^ntaftic  in  his  principles^  but 
liberal-.jmnded,  hoipitable,  courteous,  and  kind* 
He  Cultivates  a  fmall  piece  of  knd>  and  lives 
:wkh  his  numerous  family  in  a  hut  in  which  they 
liave  fcarce,  all,  room  to  breathe.     His  doors  are 
never  Ihut ;  even  his  ftudy  is  always  open ;  yet 
nothing  is  evdr  ftolen  from  him.     Thefe  fimplc, 
unfufpicious  manncrs>   have  procured  him  the 
efteem  of  his  neighbours,  as  being  an  honeft  law* 
yer.     He  is,  in  political  principles,  a  federalift, 
but  unconnected  with  the  intrigues  of  that  party ; 
and,  in  the  Congrefs,  he  endeavours  alwajrs  to 
give  his  vote  to  reditudc,  not  to  party.    He  is  not 
rich :  yet  has  more  than  would  be  fufEcient  to 
make  him  live  more  elegantly  than  he  does  at 

prcfcnt, 
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prcfent,  if  his  humour  would  permit.  His  land 
is  fertile.  It  has  been  two  years  in  cultivation. 
He  gives  it  no  manure ;  yet  it  yields,  an  acre, 
fifty  bufliels  of  maize,  or  forty  buJhcls  of  barley, 
:ind  two  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes.  The  mea- 
dows, which  are  not  in  a  \ety  good  ftate  of  prc- 
ferva^ion  and  culture,  yield,  from  each,  fix  thou- 
land  pounds  of  hay.  His  ploughs  and  harrows 
are  of  the  fame  indiftcrcnt  make  as  thofe  through- 
out the  reft  of  the  country.  Mr.  Thatcher  com- 
plains, that  little  progrcfs  is  made  in  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  good  fchools  in  this  country.  When  thefc 
fliall  be  fufficicntly  numerous,  he  cxpedrs.  that 
e^cry  improvement  will  advance  with  aftonifh- 
ing  rapidity. 

Biddcford   belongs   to  the  fame  commercial 
diftriifl  with  Pepperborough.     The  value  of  the 
exports  was,  in  the  year  17Q1,'  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars ;  in  1792, 
-thirty-fcven  thoufand  four  hundred  and.  forty- fix 
-.dollar's;  in  1 793,  thirty-nine  thoufand  and  foxir- 
teen  dollars ;  in  1 704,  fifty  thouiand  four  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars;  in  1795,  forty-feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 
■    The  River  Saga,  on  which  Biddeford  lies,  is 
navigable  above  the  bridge,  but  has  in  its  courfe 
■fxiaay  rapid  falls,  by  which  a  number  of  mills 
'are  wrought,  and  vhich  prcfcnt  a  diveriity  of 
pi^turefquc 


THE  UNITED  STkTRSy  CANARD A^  &C.  2131' 

piAurcfque  and  intereftlng  views  to  the  traveller,* 
The  way  leads  acrofs  fome  rivers,  which,  tiU'wc* 
reach  Berwick,  are  not  very  intercfting.  At  Bcr-^ 
wick,  the  River  Salmons- fall  is  , of  confidcraHo- 
breadth ;  and  its  channel'is  rendered  much  broader 
and  deepcrby  the  influx  of  the  tide. 


BERWICK. 


**^ 


I  arrived  in  this  diftrid,  which  is  very  crtea-' 
five,  on  Tuefday.  That  part  in  which  (to  adcspC 
the  language  of  the  country)  buiinefs  is  carried- 
on,  in  other  words,  through  which  the  river junv 
lies  feven  miles  from  the  place  where  I  took  ^pi 
my  abode,  and  yet  thefe  are  not  thetwo  remoteft' 
points*  The  town  confifts  of  about  forty  houfes,* 
which  adjoin  to  one  another :  a  great  number  of 
detached  houfes  fkirt  the  road  fide,  which  I  am- 
told  is  the  cafe  througliout  the  •  whole  diftri^ 
The  country,  as  far  as, I  had  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  it,  appears  to  be  in  a  better  flate  than' 
that  through  which  I  paflcd  before,  although  the? 
foil  is.  very  Ihallow  and  ftony.  The  cultivation/^ 
of  maize,  with  that  of  gourds  in  the  intermediate^- 
fpace,  conftitute  the  chief  objcfts  of  agrlcultureJ- 
Rye  and  wheat  are  raifcd  in  the  more  diftant 
parts.  Mr'  Roger,  a  Quaker,  keeps  a  very  ex- 
cellent inn  at  Berwick .  The  guefts  who  frequent 
his  houfc  are  not  promifcuoufly  mixed  together;'- 

each 
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each  di^e^ept  company  has  it3  feparate  ftttbag,; 
eatJngj  and  fleeping  rooms ;  every  thing  bears  the 
appearance  of  the  utmoft  cleanliness,  care,  and 
attention ;  the  fervaiits  are  numerous,  and  are 
employed  both  upon  the  extenflve  farm  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  inn ;  the  landlord  ajid  Ifla  wife  are 
pcrfons  of  good  fenfc,  and  very  obhging  in  their 
manners  ;  in  lliort,  this  inn  was  a  kind  of  pheno- 
menon of  which  I  never  yet  (aw  the  Counterpart. 
Mr.  Roger  does  not  cat  at  the  fame  table  with 
his  lervants,  and  his  wife  never  goes  into  the 
feitchen,  except  to  give  inftrudions,  without, 
however,  doing  any  part  of  the  work  hcrfelf. 
They  both  preferve  a  proper  authority  over  their 
fervants,  and  thefe  entertain  a  degree  of  refpeft 
for  them,  of  which  I  never  met  with  a  parallel 
inftancc  fince  I  left  Europe. 

The  county  of  York,  in  which  Benwick  Kes, 
contains  no  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitantSi 
and  yet  is  coniidered,  in  proportion  to  its  iiae,  as 
the  moft  populous,  being  the  fmalleft  in  tiic 
Vhole  province  of  Maine,  Berwick  is  the  IrB? 
tpwnfliip  in  it.  The  entire  tiaft  of  country  frem- 
Portland  is  in  the  mofl:  flourifhing  ftate,  and  yeti 
the  foil,  in  the  general  opinion,  is  not  .accounte4 
£)  good  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  J^nobicot.  fiuii 
dicn  this  dlftri(S  has  been  longer  cultivated  and 
Inhabited  than  any  other  part  of  the  province.    , 

If, 


If,  unhappily^  the  troubles>  which  there  is  but 
too  much  reafon  to  dread,  do  not  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  cultivati9n  in  this  country,  its  improyc- 
ttierit  will  be  rapid  and  very  great.  The  mor^ 
I  refleft  upon  this  fubjeift,  I  am  convinced  of  the 
importance  to  the  profperity  of  this  particula* 
colony;,  that'perfons  of  opulence,  and  thpfe  who 
poflefe  a  pfaAical  knowledge  of  agriculture  ihoul^ 
fettle  in  it.  A  country  {o  wretchedly  and  mifer- 
ably  ctdtivated,  and  the  climate  of  which  rea- 
ders it  ncjceffary  to'  houfe  cattlfe  in  fliajl^flx 
months  in  the  year,  ftands  in  need  of  very  g|tat 
cire  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  colonilL 
and  ought,  by  cultiyatioja,  to  be  made  prddu^v^ 
enough  to  yield  the  fiippW  of  forage  for  the  win- 
ter, which  is  heceflkry  %o  a  numerous  breed  of 
cattle.  The  foil,  therefore,  muft  be  well  pre- 
pared, the  labour  maturely  digefted,  and  the 
planters  muft  pofTefs  an  adequate  capital  to  carrv 
their  plans  into  execution.  It  is  by  thcfe  naeao} 
alorie  that  the  difadvantaee  of  the  chmate  caii 
be  obviated ;  for  climate  alone  is  n^Yer  the  cai)^ 
of  great  injury  to  the  farmers  ;  and  'tty^f^  pf  tjiq 
fcttfcrs  who  now  poflefs  little  knowl^d^e  of  agri- 
culture, would  profit  from  the  exaniple  of  tl\^ 
more'iexpcrienged,  and  opulent. 


':   '  .*     f 
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GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVINCE  OF    . 

MAINE. 

>  ■ 

"     ^  I    ..'.-■  '  •  •  •  ' 

Prcvioufly  to  taking  my  laft  farewell  of  MwiCt 

X^  flndl  ofFer-  a  few  reiyiarks  on  ib  hiftpry^  and  its 

».  » -     ■  •  • 

K^refent  ftate. 

riSome  attempts  to  iettle  a  colony  in  this  place^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newca{lle>  were  made-  by  the 
Dutch  in  iGas,  and  even  at  the  early  period  of 

»    ■  •     ■  ■  

1 0O7^:.but  without  eifed.  In  1 C35^  a  Spaniard^ 
of  tho..name  of  Fero-inand  Georges^  was  pre- 
iented^  by  the  Counpil  of  the  Plymouth  Social 
with;^  l^arge  trad  of  country  between  theJEliv^rs 
Pucataqua  and  Kennebeck.  This  was  fhortl)[  !^ter 
aujgiticnted  by  the  Englifh  Government,  which 
extended  the  limits  of  Georges^s  jurifdidion  to  a 
greater  compafs  than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  the 
cafe  of  any  individual.  Georges  formed  a  kind 
of  dempcratical  government,  which  continued  till 
his  death,  when  this  colony  voluntarily  fubmitted 
itfclf  to  the  dominion  of  Maflachufetts.  In  1 69 1 , 
under  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  whole 
of  this  diftrid  to  Nova  Scotia  was  incorporated 
with  Maflachufetts  ;  the  territories,  which  were 
then  comprifed  under  the  names  of  Maine  and 
Sagadahock,  did  not  extend  to  a  greater  diftance 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fea* 
The  more  remote  parts  were  referved  to  the 
.  crown. 
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crown.  The  American  revolution  has  annexed 
the  whole  to  the  Maffachufetts.  From  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  in  a 
llatement  of"  the  fale  of  lands  fmce  the  revolu* 
tion,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which  ftill  remain  to  be 
dilpofed  of,  it  appears,  that  feven  millions  four 
hundred  thoufand  acres  have  been  already  fold  ; 
that  one  million,  which  have  been  allotted,  ftill 

•  I  ■ 

remain  to  be  purchafed ;  and  that,  on  an  average, 
there  are  feven  riaillions  of  acres  which  have  not 
been  meafured,  exclusively  of  a  number  of  iflands. 
Beftdes  thefe  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  upwards  pf  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix 
thoufand  acres  have  been  given  to  the  fchools 
and  public  inftitutions. 

The  population  of  the  province  of  Maine  is 
computed  to  exceed,  at  prefent, .  one  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants.  According  to  Morfe,  this 
province  contains  forty  thoufand  fquare  miles  or 
twenty-four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  acres, 
which  gives  but  a  very  fmall  population  of  not 
more  than  two  and  a  half  inhabitants  to  each 
fquare  mile  ;  in  all  probability  the  great  quantity 
of  land,  which  is  vefted  in  the  hands  of  the  Spe- 
culators in  the  town,  is  a  great  drawback  upon 
the  increafe  of  population.  The  beft  part  of  the 
province  lies  between  the  rivers  JCennebec  and 
Penobfcot,  particularly  in  the  diftridt  at  the  dif- 
taijce  of  tep  or  twelve  miles  frpm  the  fea. 

Vol.  II,  '^  Q  NEW 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— DOVER. 
On  leaving  the  province  of  Maine,  the  traveller 
paflcs  through  Dover  into  New  Hampfliire.  The 
greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  very  populous 
diftrift,  arc  fituated  on  the  River  Cocheco,  which 
empties  itfelf  a  little  below  the  towii  into  the 
Pifcataqua.  Dover  borders  on  a  fmall  ridge  of 
mountains,  extending  between  the  Pifcataqua  and 
the  River  Back,  which  command  a  profped  of  a 
great  number  of  rivers,  bays,  cultivated  and  in- 
habited promontories,  terminating  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance  in  the  mountains  of  New  Hamp- 
fhirc.  This  profpeft  is  beautiful  and  grand ;  a 
fort  crcdcd  on  this  fpot  would  very  advantagc- 
ouily  proteft  the  entrance  into  the  country.  It 
is  currently  aflertcd,  that  the  original  inhabitants, 
who  came  hither  in  lR3o.  cftablilhed  thcmfelvcs 
ori  this  eminence ;  but  that  coniihercial  conveni- 
ence induced  them  gradually  to  prefer  their  pre- 
sent refidence  at  Dover  to  this  charming  fpot. 
"  jDover  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford, 
'  which  contains  twenty-foUr  thmifend  Inhabitants; 
Dover  is  reckoned  to  hqld  two  thoufand.  There 
"  are  two  roads  from  Dover  to  Portfmouth ;  the 
'one  five  miles  Ihorter  than  the  other,  and  bor- 
.3ering  on  the  fea-c'oaft.  'Tfadfe  who' travel  this 
way  crofs  the  river  In  a  ferry-boatJ  The  other 
road  runs  ttitther'uplrrti^^e  coiifitty^'and  paffcs 
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over  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Pifcataqna,  which  was 
completed  only  laft  year,  and  as,  beyond  dilpute, 
the  fineft  in  all  America.  ^ 

This  bridge  is  built  of  wood,  in  the  form  of 
an  angle,  the  two  fides  meeting  together  on  ah 
ifland  in  the  centre,  and  it  is  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  feet  in  length.  Not- 
withftanding  its  extent,  it  has  nothing  remark- 
able, excepting  this  great  length,  and  a  width  of 
five  hundred  feet.  It  refts  upon  piles,  but  one 
part  of  it,  near  the  ifland  in  the  centre,  has  an 
arch  two  hundred  and  forty- four  feet  nine  inches 
in  width,  the  pillars  of  which  on  the  fides  do  not 
ftand  on  the  ground,  but  are  fiipported  entirely 
by  a  fcafFolding  of  wood.  This  arch,  which  gains 
great  fl:rength  and  fl:abiility  from  its  pillars  and 
fiipports,  rifes  at  its  highefl:  point  one  hundred 
feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  fifty  feetabovc 
the  ordinary  water-mark.  The  bridge,  befides 
the  balluftrade  on  each  fide,  which  enclofe  as 
well  this  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  is  interfered  in 
tht  middle  by  pallifadoes,  which  run  parallel 
with  the  balluftrade,  and  add  confiderably  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  arch,  which  rifes  ten  feet  abov6 
the  level  of  the  bridge,  and  of  courfe  renders  the 
declivity  on  each  fide  pretty  ftcep.  The  bridge 
is  unqueftionably  fine,  but  even  the  little  archi- 
tefturai  knowledge  Which  I  polfefs  convinces  me, 

Q  2  that 
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that  the  engineers  in  France  would  be  able  to 
improve  upon  and  beautify  it,  without  any  detri- 
ment to  its  ftabibty.  The  rcafon  for  conftrudl- 
ing  this  high  arch  is,  to  give  the  fmall  veflels, 
which  are  built  on  the  river,  or  which  navigate 
it,  the  means  of  failing  through  it,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  it  opens  likewifc  in  two  other  places. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
Portfmouth  is  lituatcd  about  five  miles  from 
this  bridge,  in  a  kind  of  bay,  formed  by  the  Pif- 
cataqua  before  it  difembogues  itfclf  into  the 
ocean.  On  the  arms  of  the  bay,  or  on  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  it,  lie  Dover,  Exeter,  and  Der- 
ham,  little  tovi  ns  in  New  Hampftilre,  in  which  a 
few  Ihips  are  built,  and  fome  trade  carried  on. 
Portfmouth  is,  however,  the  only  harbour  in  New 
Hampftiire  ;  this  province,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
has  not  a  greater  extent  than  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles.  The  harbour  is  remarkable  for  its 
fafe  anchorage,  and  its  great  depth  of  water.  The 
nature  of  its  entrance,  which  makes  it  neceflary 
for  all  vcffels  to  fail  into  it  through  a  very  nanow 
channel,  renders  its  defence  very  eafy. 

The  commerce  of  Portfmouth  has  experienced 

very  little  increafe  fince  the  American  revolution; 

on  the  contrary  it  has  vifibly  fallen  off"  within 

^efe  laft  five  or  fix  years. ,  The  very  confiderable 

number 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C,  22g 

ntanber  of  Ihips  it  formerly  poflefled  have  been 
fold  to  other  ports,  and  more  than  half  of  thofe, 
which  are  annually '  built  here,  have  the  fame 
deftination*.     The  trade  in  Ihips  conftitutes  one 
of  the  principal  branches  of  the  commerce  .of 
Portfmouth,  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  .excel  in  the  art  of  fliip-building. ,  Prior  to  the. 
American  war,  many  veffels  were  built  here  for. 
England.    Independently  of  the  demand  from  th« 
latter  quarter  being  flopped,  wood  is  now  be-: 
come  much  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  Portfmouth, 
and  the  price  of  Ihipping  is  of  courfe  confiderably 
advanced.    Wood  fetches  now  twenty  dollars  pec 
ton  from  the  timber  merchants,  and  fifty-five^ 
dollars  per  ton  when  worked  up  into  veflels. 
.  Notwithftanding,  however,  this  incontrovet* 
tible  decreafe  of  the  trade  of  Portfmouth,  the 
value  of  ground"  in  the  town  is  moft  cxtrava*^ 
gantly  high.     A  lot  of  groundi   forty  (ctt  in 
breadth,  and  eighty-four  in  depth  (with  a  fmall 
quay),  was  lately  fold  for  the  fum  of  feventecn 
thoufand  {even  hundred  and  fcventy-feven  doU 
lars.     In  the  vicinity  pf  the  town,  land  fetches^ 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  from  thirty- 
three  to  ninety  dollars  per  acre.     The  circumja- 

*  For  a  more  circumftantial  account  of  the  trade,  the 
tonnage  and  exports  from  Portfmouth,  the  Teadcris'referred 
to  the  Diary  of  the  Journey  of  1796. 

Q  3  cent 
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cent  country  of  Portfniouth  Is  very  fine ;  the 
efiates  well  parcelled  out  into  meadpws,  although 
the  land,  which  is  the  moft  appropriated  to  this 
ufe,  is  often  encumbered  with  large  rocks.  In 
the  remote  parts,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  diftriCts,  arc  faid  to  be  very  populous,  land 
fetches  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  acre,  and  I 
am  told  it  is  very  excellent.  An  inhabitant  of 
Portfmouth,  whole  eftate  lies  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  that  town,  afTured  me,  that 
it  produced,  the  firil  year  of  its  being;  culti\ated, 
forty,  and  the  fucceeding  year  thirty  bufhels  of 
wheat  per  acre.  But  as  this  perfon  has  a  large 
quantity  of  land  to  difpofe  of,  it  may  perhaps  be 
no  no  more  than  prudent  to  receive  his  affcrtions 
with  caution.  Wheat  cofts,  in  this  diftant  coun- 
try, from  five  to  fix  ihilUhgs  per'bufliel.  In 
Hampftiire,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  the  dol- 
lar is  valued  at  fix  fliilHngs. 

The  common  pay  of  labourers  in  New  Hamp- 
fliire  is  from  fix  to  eight  dollars  a  week,  and  they 
are  procured  without  much  difficulty.  The  price 
of  cattle  is  the  fame  as  in  that  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  which  borders  on  this  country.' 
Provifions  ^  very  plentiful  in  Portfmouth,  and 
arp  fold  in  a  market,  which  is  extremely  well 
fttsniihed.  fire-wood  fells  from  five  toiix  dol- 
lars per  cord. 
-  -'■  '  -In 
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In  tJjie  province,  only  one  paper  is  putlilhcd, 
twice  a  week,  and  that  in  Portland.     It  has  "a 
pretty  extenfive  fale,  and  is  read  with  avidity,.  In^ 
New  H^mpfljdre  a  great  variety  of  newl^apers  arc' 
printed,     Portfraouth  has  three,  Dover  two,  andt 

Dartmouth,  on  the  river  Connedicut,  where  the' 

.  '  . ■■  ■ '  .'■■'* 

college  is  eftablifhed^  has  one.    . 

In  Portfmouth  every  man  is  a  politician,  and  a" 

very  warm  one  too.    The  majority  are  evidently 

averfe  to  the  treaty  with  England.     The  advo- 

Cfttfs  fpr  that  meafure,  afcribe  this  hoftile  ipirlt 

to  Mr.  Langdon,  one  of  the  ten  fenators,  who, 

yptpd  againft  its  ratification.    I  cannot  take  upon 

myfelf  to  determine  the  extent  of  this  fireiiitrc-. 

m^'s  influence,  and  whether  he  has  any  coritrbl 

in  this  relpeft  over  the  pubhc  opinion,  as  to  his 

political  tranfadtions ;  but  it  is  very  natural  tp 

conclude,  that  the  number  of  arguments,  \yhicqf 

have  been  advanced  againft  it,  mufl;  have  made  a 

ftrong  impreffion  upon  thofe,  who  have  no  inter 

reft  in  the  measure.    The  people  of  America  are^ 

in. this  point,  exaiSly  in  the  fame  predicament  as 

■  •--«.•--■•«  .,      ■..  •i-*** 

the  inhabitants  of  France  fince  the  revolution 
aind  as  the  Englilh  are,  fince  tfc^y  have  becoitne 
apprqheniive  of  its  confcquences.  T^^7  confider 
each  other,  whenever  they  difagree  in  polities',  as 
>«<?)?f^>  PJ^:  #»ls.;..Qf  a^  ^jftocrate,  or  ^^Is. 

Q  3  Thofe  • 
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Thole  who  do  not  adniire  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land are  looked  upon  by  the  one  party  as  gtiil~ 
hi'mifts,  whilft  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty,  on  the 
other  hand,  decry  every  man  as  an  enemy  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  as  a  pensioner  to  England,  who 
does  not  execrate  the  meafure,  and  vote  for  the 
hanging  of  Jay,  who  concluded  it.  This  violence 
of  opinion,  thefe  political  extremes,  are  to  be  met 
■with  In  a  greater  or  lefa  degree  in  all  cities.  The 
cbuntry  people,  of  all  ranks,  are  very  quiet,  and 
wifh  for  peace,  and  the  due  obfer\ancc  of  the 
Jaws  and  good  order  for  the  fecurity  of  their  har- 
yefts.  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not 
bcftow  a  moment's  thought  upon  the  treaty ; 
and  even  among  thofe  who  do  take  it  into  confi- 
dcration,  there  are  many,  who,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  avow  "  their  dilZJke  to  the  mcalure ; 
"  that  they  place  no  confidence  in  the  EngUfh," 
&c.  never  fail  to  add — "  but  if  we  had  not  rati- 
**  fied  the  faid  treaty,  we  muft,  by  all  accounts, 
**  have  been  plunged  into  a  war  with  England, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  well  the  treaty  took  place.** 
Still  oftener  do  we  hear :  "  Our  aged  father,  the 
Prdident,  underftands  this  matter  *'  much  better 
**  than  ourfelves ;  we  will,  therefore,  leave  it  en- 
*^'  tirely  to  his  management ;  he  ^will  not  ftiffer 
*jhimfelfto'bc  impofed'upon."     It  muft,  how-. 
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ever,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  charafter  of  the 
Prefidcnt,  which  till  very  lately  has  never  been 
attacked,  is  at  prefent  fubjed.to  much  animad-* 
Terfion. 

MR.  LANGDON. 

T  paffed  two  days  with  this  fenator,  who  warmly 
oppoied  the  treaty  vnth  England.  He  gave  mc 
an  invitation,  whilft  I  was  in  Philadelphia.  He. 
is  a  man  of  the  firft  importance  in  Portfinouth, 
He  was  originally  mate  of  a  nqierchant  fliip,  after- 
wards captain,  and  then  merchant.  He  has  ac- 
quired a  very  large  fortune,  in  addition  to  his  par 
ternal  inheritances.  He  is  allowed  to  poffefs  great 
knovvledge  of  Ihip-building,  in  which  he  has  fjpc- 
culated  deeply.  It  was  he  who  built  the  fliip, 
which  the  United  States  of  America  prefented  to 
France.  At  prefent  he  has  bade  a  farewel  to 
trade,  and  invefted  all  his  property  inland.  Dur- 
ing the  revolution,  he  was  a  friend  to  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  Madifon ;  and  in  tlie  debates,  which 
took  place  onthefubjeft  of  the  new  conftitution, 
he  went  over,  on  the  feparation  of  the  two  parties^ 
to  the  opposition.  Be  his  political  charafter,  how- 
ever, what  it  may,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man 
to  difplay  a  greater  attachment  to  his  coimtry,  or 
bet;ter  principles.  He  is  extremely  friendly,  af- 
^ble,  and  unaffeded;  and  received  me  in  the 

kiadeft 
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kindeft  manner,  as  a  ftranger  ought  to  be  receiv- 
ed, without  unneceflary  form  and  ceremony.  He 
is  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  and  his  ftlle  of  living 
proves  it.  He  has  been  married  twenty  years, 
and  his  lady  appears  ftlll  as  beautiful  and  fprightly, 
as  if  fhe  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  His 
daughter,  Mifs  Eliza,  is  uncommonly  amiable 
and  pleafing. 

General  Kaoi  had  given  mc  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  Mr.  ScHEEP,  a  merchant  in  the 
town.  The  known  difference  of  their  political 
opinions  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Langdon  from  in- 
troducing me  to  that  gentleman,  with  whom  he 
afterwards  breakfaftcd  in  my  company.  Mr. 
Scheef  carries  on  more  bufmeis  than  almoft  any 
merchant  in  Portfmouth  ;  he  was  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged, that  I  could  only  have  his  company  for  a 
few  minutes. 

There  are  a  number  of  churches  in  Portf- 
jnouth,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  Quaker's  meeting. 
Veiy  few  members  of  this  fedl  refide  in  the  town ; 
they  are  almoft  all  farmers  in  the  circumjacent 
country,  and,  like  all  Quakers  and  farmers,  honeft, 
fimple,  and  well  behaved. 

The  continued  rain  occafioned  my  remaining 
in  Portfmouth  a  day  longer  than  I  ori^nally  in- 
tended.   Hamptonfall  /where  I  paiTed  the  njgbt, 
belongs 
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belongs  to  the  province  df  New  Hampikir^i  aq^d 
conftitut^s  the  JtK)Hndarics.  Mr.  Wells  keeps  an 
inn  in  this  place^  which  ftands  in  high  repute  fof 
neatnefs. 

NEWBURY  PORT.  .    . 

Before  you  arrive  at  Newbury  Port,  you  have 
to  crofs  the  river  Merrimack^  hy  means  of  a  bridge, 
which,  prior  to  the  building  of  that  thrown  ovcf 
the  Pifcataqua^  was  coniidered  as  the  mofi:  elegant 
in  all  New  England.  It  is  at  leaft  Ihorteir  by  one* 
third  than  the  latter,  and  the  arch,  which  mea^ 
ilires  only  one  hundried  and  thirty  feet  in  width, 
ifr  fupported  by  a  crooked  piece  of  tittiber,  meaiw 
jdiring  twenty  feet,  which  gives  the  bridge,  at  firft 
iight,  a  h^avy  appearance.  Along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  before  you  come  to  this  bridge,  lies 
Newbiiry  new  town,  a  pretty  extenfive  village, 
where  a  number  of  llaips  are  built,  which  aic 
afterwards  equipped,  and  freighted  in  Newbury 
PorL  Mr.  Langdon  had  furniflied  me  with  a 
letter  of  recommendation  tx>  his  friend  Jack? 
SON,  from  whom  I  flattered  ^nyfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  receiving  fome  iilformation  relative  to 
the  town  and  its  trade.  But  this  gentleman  be- 
ing abfent  in  Bofton,  I  was  obliged  to  content 
myfelf  with  the  intelligence  I  could  procure  firqin 
ibme  inhabitants,  whom  I  found  in  the  inn.     i 

kamt  Aat  the  trade  of  diis  town,  which,  as  well 

as 


M6  TRATT.LS  TlTROtJGH 

as  that  of  Portfinouth,  hfid  decayed  very  much 
lince  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  was,  for  the  laft 
years,  confiderably  on  the  advance  ;  that  it  was 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  carried  on  at  Portf- 
mouth,  and  other  parts  of  Maflachufetts;  that 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  now  employed  by  this 
town,  amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  tons  ;  that 
the  exports  were  valued,  in  l/QJ,  at  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars  ;  in  1 7y2,  at  two  hundred  and 
fcventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  dollars;  in  1 793,  at  three  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars;  in  l7g4,atfour 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  five  dollars;  in  1705,  at  four  hundred  and 
ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fix  dollars ; 
that  it  has  very  few  fifliermen  ;  that  the  harbour 
and  moorings  are  good,  fafe,  and  deep,  the  quays 
commodious  and  very  cxtenfive.  The  towri  is 
almoft  as  large  as  Portfmouth.  Unfortunately 
there  is  a  Ihoal  of  quickfands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  haven,  which  obftrutls  the  navigation  two  or 
three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  To  guard 
againft  the  mifchief,  which  otherwife  might  be- 
iall  veffels,  that  have  made  long  voyages,  two 
light-houfes  have  been  ere^ed  on  the  coaft,  one 
of  which  is  moveable,  and  capable  of  being  always 
^tiwwd  behind  the  othcy,  according  to  the  ax^ual 
fituation 
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Situation  of  the  pafi.  By  fleering  their. courfc 
direft  againft  that  point,  at  which  the  fecond 
light-houfc  is  concealed  behind  the  firft,  veflels 
are  enabled  to  fail  day  and  night  into  the  harbour, 
without  running  the  rilk  of  driving  on  the  fand 
banks. 

Newbury  Port  is  built  on  the  river  MerrI* 
.mack.  It  has  ten  public  fchools.  A  fociety  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Sea  Company,  have- eftablilhed  a  very  bene- 
volent inftitution,  confiftingof  feveral  fmall  houfes 
on  Plumb  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  where  perfons,  who  have  liifFered  Ihip- 
wreck,  find  fbme  proviiions,  fire- wood,  and  other 
articles  of  immediate  neceffity. 

Newbury  Port  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  the  Antilles,  and  receives  molafles  in  return, 
which  keeps  from  eight  to.  ten  boiling-houfes  in 
employ.  There  are  likewife  fbme  breweries  in 
the  town,  and  a  very  large  nail  manufaftofy, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  fkilfuUy  con- 
duced, Newbury  Port  contains  about  four  thou- 
fand  inhabitants. 

The  road  from  Portfmouth  to  Boflon  is  one 
continued  feries  of  houfes,  fhop-booths,  fmall 
manufaftories  and  villages.     It  is  an  uninter-- 
rupted  garden.     The  road  is  in  every  part  better 
than  any  I  have  everf^cn  in  America.     It  would 

be 
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te  cdi^dercd  a  deliglu^l  road,  eren  in  the  moft 
fe^ttriafui  diftrids  of  France  and  En^imd. 

IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich,  one  of  the  moft  considerable  Ullages 
on  this  road,  is  fituated  on  a  river,  to  which  it 
gives  name,  and  on  which  ibme  ftiips  arc  built. 
This  fmall  harbour  participates  in  the  large  trade 
carried  on  with  MairachuJetts,  but  not  fo  exten- 
iively  at  prefent,  as  in  former  years. 

Flax  is  pretty  abundantly  cultivated  in  all  dif- 
triiSs  of  the  province,  and  fecms  to  thrive  well. 
But  it  is  faid  to  be  in  greater  abundance  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  coaft,  at  leaft  eveiy 
where  more  fo  than  hemp. 


Beverley  is  another  fmall  neat  village,  through 
■which  the  road  paflcs  to  Bofton.  Its  harbour  lies 
rai  die  South  River.  It  is  fituated  on  a  penin- 
Tula  formed  by  that  and  the  North  River.  The 
trade  of  this  village  is  confined  entirely  to  ftock- 
fifli,  in  which  branch  forty  veflels  are  employed. 
The  fifti  are  cured  in  the  village  itf^lf,  which  ren- 
ders it  very  unplealknt  to  pafs  through.  The 
number  of  veflels,  w^hich  iail  from  this  port  to 
Europe  or  the  colonies,  is  not  confiderable.  Sa- 
lera  ehgroffes  almoft  Che  whole  trade. 

SALEM. 
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SALEM.— MR.  GOLDHUE. 

Salem  is  one  of  the  handfbmeft  fmall  towns  in 
the  United  States,  and  is  ieparated  from  Beverley 
only  by  a  bridge,  fifteen  feet  in  length.  The  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  which  increases  yearly^ 
amounts  to  ten  thoufancJ.  The  town,  in  refer* 
ence  to  its  trade,  ranks  with  thofe  of  the  £ksth 
rank  in  America,  and  with  thofe  of  the  fecond 
rank  in  Maffachufetts.  The  imcommonly  aftive 
and  enterpriflng  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants  is  the 
fole  reafbn  which  can  be  afcribed  for  the  great 
extent  and  rapid  progrefs  of  its  trade.  This  towil 
has  no  cultiVstted  land  behind  it  to  fiipply  its-  ex*- 
ports,  which' in  America  is  withjuftice  confidered 
as  one  of  the  moft  effential  articles  of  commerce. 
Its  haven  is  but  fmall,  at  ebb  the  quays  are  dry, 
and  veflels  of  a  larger  fize  muft  even,  at  hi^ 
watery  unload  a  part  of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  reach  thcfe  quays.  Yet,  notv^^ithftand- 
irig  thefe  inconveniences,  the  annual  freightage 
"from  this  port  exceeds  twenty  thoufand  tons. 
The  veflels  employed  in  this  fervice  fail  to  all  parts 
of  the  gl6bc ;  twelve  of  them,  for  inflance,  are 
engaged  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  one  of  which  ar- 
rived from  Calcutta  the  day  prior  to  my  .entering 
the  town,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months'  and 
twelve  days,  of  which  thirty-two  days  were  pafltsd 

at 
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at  Calcutta.  Thenumber  of  vcffcls,  conflituting 
the  above  mentioned  rate  of  twenty  thoufand 
tons,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hun- 
dred of  which  are  in  the  foreign  trade,  twenty 
are  coafters,  and  thirty  follow  the  employment  of 
filhing.  The  exports  amounted,  in  1 79 1 ,  to  fii 
Jiundred  and  ten  thoufand  and  five  dollars ;  in 
1792-,  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  three  dollars;  in  1703,  to 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and  fixty-fix 
dollars;  in  1/94,  to  one  million  ibur  hundred 
and  fifty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars ;  in  1  ;Q5,  to  one  miUion  five  hundred  and 
four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 
As  Salem  and  Bc\erlcy  have  only  one  cuftom- 
houfe  in  common  for  both  places,  the  exports 
from  the  latter  form  a  proportion  in  this  calcula- 
tion, but  it  is  very  ineonfiderable. 

With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  for- 
ttrnes  of  1  nearly  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
the  opulence  of  the  merchants  is  not  very  grerft; 
but  all  the  inhabitants  find  thcmfelves  in  a  fiou- 
rifiiing  condition,  which  is  the  lefs  fubjeft  to  a 
reverfe,  as  the  mode  of  living  is  very  frugal,  and 
as  luxury  is  hitherto  little  known  amongft  them. 
Hence  all  the  profits  acquired  by  trade,  are  rc- 
imbarked  in  tra4c ;  and  this  accumulation  of  in- 
tcreil  upon  intcrefl  infures  them  a  large  capital, 

by 
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t>y  which  they  are  enabled  to  bear  up  againft  any 
cafual  lofles.  The  major  part  of  the  {hipping 
from  Salem  is  freighted  from  Virginia  or  South 
Carolina.  In  thcfe  provinces  of  America,  the 
land  yields  a  greater  abundance  of  produce,  than 
the  vefTeJs  employed  in  their  ports  will  fuffice  to 
export.  The  induft ry  of  the  north  em  ports,  there- 
fore, is  here  very  valuable,  the  produce  being  in 
an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  fhipping,  compared  with 
the  fouthern  ftates.  Salem  exports,  however, 
annually  from,  feven  to  eight  thoufand  pounds  of 
fait  beef,  and  eighteen  thoufand  barrels  of  filh. 
This  latter  article  has,  for  fome  years  paft,  been 
greatly  on  the  decline,  the  inhabitants  of  Salem, 
and  the  other  ports,  preferring  the  wholefale  trade 
as  more  lucrative.  The  commodities  imported 
from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  form  likewife  a* 
branch  of  the  export  trade  of  this  port.  Hemp,* 
iron,  Ruffia  leather,  are  employed  in  the  coafting 
trade.  Few  foreign  veffels  put  in  here.  The 
inhabitants  of  Salem  fay,  that  their  own  induftry 
leaves  no  roorn  for  the  fpeculations  of  ftrangers.    / 

An  European,  who  fancies  that  aTnan  cannot 
be  qualified  to  a(ft  as  captain  of  a  fliip,  till  he  has 
made  a  number  of  voyages,  and  paffed  through 
a  regular  courfe  of  ftudy,  is  not  a  little  iurprizcd, 
when  he  is  informed-,  that  the  merchants  of  Salem 
cntruft  their  Ihips  to  young  pcrfons,  who  have 
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frequently  been  only  one  year  at  fea.  As  they 
have  grown  up  in  the  bufincfs  of  the  comptlng- 
houft-,  they  are  perfciflly  acquainted  with  the 
price,  the  quality,  and  the  lale  of  each  different 
commodity.  The  firft  year  they  are  aflbciated 
■with  a  fltilful  fteerfmatc,  and  aft  at  once  in  the 
capacity  of  captain  and  fuipcrcargo.  Their  vef- 
iels,  whatever  may  be  the  cauie,  do  not  fuffer  ftiip- 
wreck  more  frequently  than  other  Ihips,  which 
are  more  cautioully  navigated.  In  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years  thefe  young  people  become  merchants 
tJiemfelvcSj  the  captain's  profits  being  very  con- 
fiderablc.  As  they  generally  urc  appointed  from 
the  families  of  merchants,  they  receive  affiilance 
from  their  employers. 

The  inconveniences  which  Salem  experiences 
from  the  (hallowncfs  of  its  harbour,  fecure  them 
againft  all  hoftile  attacks.  The  entrance  to  the 
haven  is  not  in  theflightcft  degree  defended,  nor 
is  it,  indeed,  capable  of  defence. 

I  was  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy  with  Mr. 
GoLDHUE,  a  member  of  the  Congrcfs,  whom  I 
had  feen  at  Philadelphia.  The  friendly  recep- 
tion that  gentleman  gave  me,  and  the  patience 
V^-ith  which  he  refolvcd  my  quclHons,  entitle  him 
to  the  fame  praife,  as  indeed  all  the  perfons  are 
^titled  to,  whom  I  met  with  in  the  courfe  of 
my  longjourncy.  Mr.  Goldhue  Is  a  man  of  ftrong 
intelleft. 
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intelleft,  of  very  plain  manners,  and  is  very  well 
informed.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a  fe- 
deralift,  and  of  courfe  an  advocate  for  the  treaty 
with  England.  The  town  of  Salem  entertains 
the  fame  opinion  as  he  does,  in  this  refpeft, 
chiefly  on  account  of  their  dread  of  a  war,  which 
they  consider  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Salem,  I  muft  re- 
mark, that  the  day  previous  to  my  departure,  a 
veffel  arrived  in  this  port  from  Bourdeaux,  which 
brought  a  great  quantity  of  filver  diflies  and  plates, 
in  payment  for  flour,  which  had  been  fold  to 
France,  The  plate  was  valued  by  weight,  and 
conftituted  a  part  of  the  confifcated  property  of 
the  emigrants. 

Salem  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Eflex, 
and  contains,  upon  an  average,  fixty-nine  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  It  is  a  handfome  town,  the 
houfes  are  good,  fmall,  and  neat,  and  perfeftly 
accord  with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
Senate  Houfe  is  a  fpacious,  and  even  elegant 
building. 

Salern  has  a  fail-cloth  manufactory,  which  em- 
ploys a  great  number  of  fkilful  hands. 

This  town  is  the  fecond  fettlement  erefted  by 
the  Europeans,  in  the  Maflkchufetts.  It  was  be- 
gun in  1O22,  and  was  the  principal  fcene  of  the 
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cruelties,  which  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  the 
pcrCccuting  Ipirit  of  the  priefts,  and  their  deluded 
TOEurics,  inliicicd,  in  l0g2,  on  the  pretended  for- 


MARBLEHEVD  AND  LYNX. 

On  tlie  fame  bay  with  Salem  iies  another  Jmall 
port,  which,  in  refpctit  to  its  ftiipping,  is  of  greater 
confequencc  than  Beverley.  Marblehcad,  which 
is  iituated  in  the  midfi  of  rocks,  trades  only  in 
ftock  fifli.  All  the  men  are  fo  entirely  occupied 
in  fi{hing,  tliat  the  town,  to  a  ftrajigcr,  who  pafles 
through  the  ftreets,  appeals  tobcfofcly  inhabited 
by  women  and  children,  all  of  whom  have  a  moft 
miferable  and  wretched  appearance.  Marble- 
head  has  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  cxpOTts  from 
this  place  coniift  in  a  variety  of  articles,  the  vahie 
of  which,  in  1 79-1,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thoufand  dollars. 

Lynn,  which  is  dependent  upon  the  former 
^lacc,  is  another  fmall  haven,  lying  nine  miles 
nearer  to  Bolton.  It  is  famous  for  its  fhoe  ma- 
nufaiflory.  There  is  fcarcely  a  houfc,  which  is 
not  inhabited  by  a  Ihoe-makcr;  four  hundred 
thoufand  pairs,  moft  of  them  women's  flioes, 
are  made  here  every  year.  This  port  carries  on 
no  other  trade  than  the  exportation  of  ftiocB  to 
Bofton,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
,  jplacci 
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places  a  great  number  are  fent  over  to  Englani 
A  quantity  are  even  exported. dire Aly  to  Europe 
from  Lynn  itfelf. 

BOSTON. 

J^/ie  Monument  er^ifcd  in  Memory  of  General  TVarren 
— Toujmge  of  the  Skifping  of  Bojlon — Mr.  Jef^ 
fery — Dr^  Eujils^  &V. 

At  length,  having  paffed  through  the  fine  and 
flourifliing  village  of  Charlcftov^n,!  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton.  AH  the  roads  leading  to  this  town  diiplay 
the  profperity  and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants  lA 
a  greater  degree  th^ij  jth^  wfiierity  of  republicail 
imannei?^. 

I  faw  tiiis  d;iy  t^te  fiitiple  and  afi«Aing  monu- 
ment of  rGeneral  Warren,  i^ho  commanded  in 
the  celebrated  battle  of  Bunkjer's  Hill,  anno  1775, 
;which  coft  the  Englifh  jfo  (kiariy,  and  taught  their 
troops  not  to  hold  the  courage  of  th^  i;epublican 
legions  in  contempt,  w^hilft  it  infpircd  the  Jatter . 
with  a  juft  con-fidence  in  their  pwn  prpweis.  |l 
muft  here  be  remembered,  that  General  W^ren 
was  by  profeffion  a  phyficiaa,  and  ha4  ntever . 
ferved  in  the  army.  He  had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  proofs  of  his  great  talents,  this  being  the 
firft  adlion,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But  his 
courage  and  patriotifin  eminently  diitinguiihed 
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him,  and  that  at  a  time,.w)ien  there  were  voy 
few  of  his  countrymen,  who  did  not  difcovcr  ex- 
traordinary energy. 

This  fimple  monument  is  ercfted  on  the  Ipot 
where  the  fort  flood,  the  takint^  of  which  cofl  the 
Enghfh  ninety  officers,  and  fourteen  hundred 
men,  and  in  which  attack  General  Warren  loft 
his  life.  It  was  built  by  the  dirc<5lion  and  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  frce-mafons,  of  which  order  the 
General  was  grand  mafter. 

The  civilitj'ot  General  Lincoln,  commiffioner 
of  the  cuftoms  for  the  flatc  of  Maflachufetts,  tur- 
niflied  mc  with  an  opportunity  of  extradling  from 
the  rcgifter  of  the  office  the  tonnage,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  Bofton,  as  likewife  the  amount  of 
its  exports.  The  tonnage  will  amount  this  year 
to  ninety  thoufahd  tons ;  at  leaft  it  amounted, 
according  to  the  number  of  (hips  regiftered,  for 
the  firft  nine  months,  to  fevcnty-thrce  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons.  The  laft 
quarter  is  not  expetSed  to  run  high,  on  which  ac- 
count I  have  eftimated  it  at  only  feventeen  thou- 
fand tons.  In  1 794,  the  whole  year  made  but 
fixty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
tons ;  and  in  1 793,  no  more  than  fifty-three 
thoufand  and  forty-two.  Prior  to  this  period, 
the  law  had  pot  pafled,  which  enadls,   that  all 

fliips 
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fhips  Ihall  be  regiftcred  in  the  ports  to  which 
they  belong. 

Of  the  feventy-threc  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  tons,  which  have  been  regiftered 
for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  fixty 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninty-five  tons  are 
employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  eight  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  one  tons  are  employed  in  ,the 
coafting- trade,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  tons 
confift  of  vcflels  under  twenty  tons  each- 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bofton  amounted, 
in  1791^  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thoufand  and  four  dollars;  in  1792,  to  one 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  ^ad 
thirty-eight  dollars ;  in  1 793,  to  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 

• 

and  forty  dollars;  in  1/94,  to  two  million  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  and  fifty-three 
dollars;  in  1795,  to  four  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars.  In  1788,  th^  exports  amounted  to 
one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-fcven  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  fifty-fevcii  dollars. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  imports  with  accuracy, 
becaufe  the  different  commodities  of  which  they 
confifl,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  The  fum  total 
of  thefe  duties  will  fumifh  but  a  very  imperfed: 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  importation.   The  num- 
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bcr  of  veflels  from  foreign  ports,  that  is  to  fay, 
from  ftich  as  do  not  lie  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  will  yield  a  better  criterion. 
The  veflels  which  put  into  Bofton  from  foreign 
ports,  were,  in  1793,  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix; 
in  l/O-l,  five  hundred  and  fixty-fcven  ;  in  l7Q5f 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-five.  In  l/S-l,  the 
number  was  tour  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  my  firft  article  relative  to  Bofton,  I  have 
commented  on  the  irregularity  of  the  duties  paid 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ;  of  their  diflatif-r 
fadion,  and  the  mifchicf  which  refults  therefrom. 
The  votes  are  taken  on  this  tax,  (which  is  intend- 
ed to  defray  the  cxpences  of  the  ftreets,  the  pave- 
merit,  the  watchmen,  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  in  the  hofpital,  and  the  frce-fchools),  in  a 
public  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants,  held  the  be- 
ginning of  May  every  year.  It  produced  laft  year 
upwards  of  forty  thoufand  dollars,  making  teri 
thoufand  dollars  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand 
■  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars,  which  are 
colleded  in  taxes  to  defray  the  cxpences  of  the 
government  for  the  ftatc  of  Maflachufetts,  Bofl:on 
pays  for  its  individnal  quota  twelve  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

Every  male  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  of  Mafla- 
chufetts is  affeiTed  in  a  tax,  which  is  fixed  through- 
out 
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out  the  whole  flate  at  twenty-eight  centefimas/ 
pr  the  twenty-eighth  of  a  hundredth  part  of  %. 
dollar.  In  Bofton  it  amounts  to  eighty -fevcu 
jcentefinias.  The  rife  in  the  price  of  every  article* 
is  the  principal  caufe  of  this  extraordiilary  ad- 
yance.^'  * 

Mr.  Jeffery,  an  Englifli  merchant,  who  bis 
refided  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years  in  Bof- 
fon,  in  partnerfliip  with  Mr.  John  Ruflcl,  re- 
quefted,  at  the  time  of  my  firft  journey,  that  I 
would,  on  my  return,  take  up  my  quarters  at  his 
houfe,  whpre  I  paffcd  my  time  very  agreeably. 
He  is  an  excellent,  amiable  man,  a  cheerful  com- 
panion,  who  poffefles  the  frank  and  friendly  car- 
riage, fo  natural  to  Englijfhmen.  He  is  a  bachelor j 
pofTefles  a  very  large  fortune,  and  entertains  the 
beft  company  in  the  town  at  his  houlc,  among 
whom  Dr.  Eusxis  deferves  particularly  to  be  no^ 
ticed.  The  Dod:or  is  a  moft  amiable  and  well 
bred  gentleman,  pofleffing  great  cheerfiilnefs  and 
equanimity  of  temper ;  his  political  principles  are 
wife  and  firm ;  he  is  fiiperior  to  prejudice,  aqid  • 
his  feelings  are  truly  noble.  Meflrs.  JefFery  and 
Ruffel  have  eflablilhed  a  very  exteniive  fpermaccti 
manufadlory,  and  employ  two  fhips  in  the  whale- 

♦  For  a  more  circumftantial  detail  of  the  duties,  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  laws  of  the  ftate  of  Mailachufetts,  the  reader 
18  referred  to  the  journey  of  1796* 

fifliery. 
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fiitery.    They  employ  libewife  forty  labourers  In 
their  beautiful  rope-yard. 

Bofton  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  towns 
ft)  live  in,  and  its  inhabitants  are  celebrated 
thtDugh  all  America  for  their  hnfpitalitj'  to  ftran- 
'  gers.  I  met  here  again,  to  my  great  fatisfa(5lion, 
Mr.  Cabot,  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  Maf- 
fachufctts.  He  ftands  in  high  cftimation  among 
the  Americans,  on  account  of  his  well-informed 
mind  and  amiable  charaftcr.  1  experienced  from 
Mr.  Gore,  Advocate-General  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  man  of  talents;  from  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, Advocate-General  of  the  ftate  of  Mallii- 
chufetts,  a  gentleman  of  great  acquirements, 
whom  the  federal  party  accule  of  differing  from 
them  in  politic;!;  and  likewife  from  Mr.  Thomas 
RussEL,  perhaps,  the  richcft  merchant  in  Ame- 
rica, and  who  is  juftly  celebrated  for  his  great 
benevolence,  a  degree  of  attention,  which  I  can- 
not refrain  from  particularly  noticing,  among 
even  the  diftinguifhed  civilities  which  I  received 
from  every  pcrfon  in  Bofton,  to  whom  I  was  in- 
troduced. 

HINGHAM— GENERAL  LINCOLX. 

General  Lincoln,   on  giving  rae  the  cuftom- 

houfc  report  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  belonging 

to  BoftoHj  which  I  have  inferted  in  my  journal, 

ilipulated 
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ftiptdated  with  me,  that  I  fliould,  in  return  for 
this  iervice,  viiit  him  in  Hingham.    In  purfuance 
of  my  promife,  I  fpent  twenty-four  hours  with 
him,  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  OAober.     General 
Lincoln  is  one  of  the  oldeft  Generals  who  fcrvcd 
in  the  American  war.     He  took  a  part  in  the 
whole  of  the  conteft,  was  prcfent  in  every  aftion 
of  moment,  and  acquired  among  the  General&.a 
great  military  name,  and  throughout  all  America 
the  reputation  of  an  excellent  and  honeft  man. 
After  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  was  entrufted 
with  feveral  negociatipns  with  the  Indians ;  and 
with  the  appealing  of  the  troubles,  which  broke 
out  in  Maflachufetts  in  17 87.     At  length  he  has 
been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  receipt  of  cuftoms; 
and  this  office,  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  gift  of 
the  governm>ent,  yields  him  an  annual  income  of 
nearly  five  thoufand  dollars,  he  being  allowed  five- 
eighths  per  cent  on  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
He  has  to  keep  five  clerks,  who  do  all  the,bufi- 
nefs ;  but  for  this  drawback  he  is  amply  indem- 
nified by  other  revenues  which  accrue  to  him 
from  his  fituation.     General  Lincoln  is  a  mendber 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  fi:atc  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.     I  have  read  a  memoir,  written  by 
him,  which  contains  renlarks  on  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  America,  made  by  him  in  various  jour- 
.  nies,  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  againft  the 

infurgcnts 
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infurgcnts  In  the  year  1  78-7.  TJicy  "bcfpcak  hijtf 
to  be  a  man  of  great  clcarnefs  of  head,  ftudious 
Qiily  of  the  public  weal.  His  family  lives  inHing- 
ham ;  and  he  himiclf  rcfides  therp,-  whenever  his 
.official  bufiucfs  will  permit. 

Hingham  is  famous  for  a  nurabtir  of  fmaU 
fchools,  which  arc  here  placed  together,  in  a  fort 
of  college.  They  ^rc  about  fourteen  in  jiumber, 
and  are  attended  by  about  four  hundred  fcholar?. 

The  foil  of  the  furrounding  lands  is  almoft  a!J 
fandy.  It  yields,  an  acre,  twcpty-fivc  bufhels  of 
maize,  and  barley  and  rye,  in  a  moderate  pro- 
portion. The  meadows  afford  from  the  acre,  not 
more  than  forty  hundj-cd -weight  of  hay,  even 
at  the  beft.  This  land,  too,  cofts  from  twenty 
to  forty  dollars  an  acre.  The  bufinefs  pf  this 
fmal!  village  confifbs  in  the  nianui'a»5tare  pftub?j 
pails,  atid  all  other  veffcls  of  coopers'  work, 
which  arc  in  common  ufe  as  domcftic  iitcnfils. 
The  packet-boat  which  fails  between  Hinghan^ 
and  Bofton,  conveys  a  confiderabic  quantity  of 
thcfe  veffels  to  Bofton ;  and  of  thefe,  a  part  is 
thence  exported  to  England.  The  wood  employ- 
ed is  chiefly  fir,  from  the  prownce  of  Maine.  Ge- 
pcral  Lincoln  pofleffes  very  extcnfive  eftates  in 
this  province. 

I  cannot  avoid  doing  myfclf  the  pleafure  of 
ticre  mentiouing,  with  due  rcfpe^fl,  the  name  of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Lincoln,  the  widow  of  the  cldcft  fon  of 
General  Lincoln:  Ihe  refides  in  Hingham.  1 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  there  in  company 
with  her,  during  my  Ihort  ftay  with  the  General- 
1  found  her  to  be  one  of  the  moft  agreeable 
women  in  all  America.  She  is  no  lefs  admired 
fpr  the  excellencies  of  her  mind  than'  for  the 
charms  of  her  peribn. 

This  diftri<9t  makes  a  part  of  the  county  or 
SufR>Ik.  It  contains  a  great  number  of  mills  for 
fawing  timber,  grinding  com,  and  waulking  cloth. 
Some  of  thefe  are  put  in  motion  by  the  flux  of 
the  tide. 

The  highway  between  Hingham  and  Ply- 
mouth opens  to  the  view  no  interefting  profpefts. 
The  dwelling-houfes  are  pretty  numerous,  but  arc 
fcattered  between  the  rocks  and  the  beach.  Here 
is  a  want  of  money  and  agricultural  intelligence 
to  bring  the  county  into  that  condition  of  im* 
provement  and  opulence  of  which  it  is  evidently 
fufceptible. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The  colonifts  of  this  territory  landed  here  in 
the  year  l02O.  They  were  emigrants  who  had 
left  England,  on  account  of  their  religion,  and 
wxre  about  an  hundred  in  number.  They  ar- 
rived on  this  coafl:,  without  any  certain  determi-. 
nation,  w^ere  to  fettle.     It  is  feid  that  theii: 
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choice  was  fixed,  when,  on  a  morning,  they  ap- 
proached Cape  Codf  and  obferved  a  bay  and  a 
river,  which  reminded  them  of  Plymouth  in 
England.  They  landed,  and  obtained  from  the 
Indians  the  ceffion  of  fiifficient  territory ;  con- 
ftruded  huts  for  their  habitations ;  cleared  a  part 
of  their  lands,  and  fowed  com  for  their  fufte- 
nance.  Thefe  fugitives  from  perfecution,  had 
not  been  here  more  than  two  years,  <  when  they 
declared  waragainft  the  Indians,  among,  whom 
they  had  been  received,  and  threatened  to  expel 
them  out  of  their  pofleffiqns. 

New  emigrants,  from  time  to  time,  rcibrted 
hirifier  from  Europe.  Other  fettlements  were 
formed.  Force  or  artifice  extorted  from  the  un- 
fortunate  Indians,  new  ceffions  of  territory. 
,  The  war  with  the  Indians  was  not  of  Jong 
duration.  Thefe  fimpic  people  made  no  great 
difficulty  of  relinquifhlng  a  few  acres,  from  which 
they  had  never  derived  great  advantage.  And, 
without  any  prejudices  againft  the  colonifts,  or 
in  favour  of  the  natives,  it  may  be  reafonably  be- 
lieved, that  the  greater  part  of  the  enormities  and 
crimes  attributed  to  the  Indians,  originated  pri- 
marily from  the  condudl  of  the  European  en- 
croachers  on  their  poffeffions. 

The  rock  on  which  thefe  firft  colonifts  landed, 
is  ftil).  carefully  pointed  out  to  ftrangers.     The 
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place  they  called  Plymouth,  in  remembrance  o£ 
their  native  land.     The  fea  has,  lince  that  time, 
thrown  up  fand  over  the  rock  to  the  height  of 
twenty  feet.     But  the  tradition  of  the  firft  land- 
ing ftill  preferved  the  knowledge  of  the  precile 
fpot  on  which  it  took  place.     At  the  dawn  of  the 
revolution,  the  fand  was  cleared  away  from  it. 
With  no  little  toil,  they  penetrated  at  laft  through 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  fand,  to  the  very  rock. 
The  rock  was  fplit  into  two  parts,  as  it  was  laid 
bare ;  and  this  circumftance  was  regarded  as  an 
unlucky  omen  of  the  poUtical  feparation  of  Ame- 
rica from  England,   The  largeft  half  ftill  remains 
in  its  former  fit  nation  ;  the  other  was,  with  great 
difficulty,  conveyed  to  the  market-place  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  where  it  now  lies.     Both  are 
in  the  ftate  of  rugged  blocks,  without  infcription, 
or  any  thing  of  monumental  form,  fuch  as  might 
indicate  what  is  peculiar  to  them,  and  diftinguifli 
them    from  the   many  other  ftones  which  lie 
around. 

This  rock  which,  from  the  high  veneration 
beftowed  on  it,  naturally  attracts  the  curiofity  of 
ftrangers,  is,  however,  the  only  thing  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  place.  Its  trade  is  confinisd 
to  the  fifhery.  Seventy  fchooners,  of  from  thirty 
to  forty  tons  burthen  each,  and  two  or  three  of 
one  hundred  tons,  go  the  fifhery  upon  the  bank : 
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fome  fifli  on  the  coaft.  The  largefl:  of  thefc 
veffels  carry  their  cargoes  of  fifh  to  fale  in  Europe, 
or  in  the  Weil  India  iflcs.  The  road  is  fcarce 
fufficicntly  fhcltcrcd  from  the  north-caft  wind  ; 
and  the  harbour  is  left  dry  by  the  ebbing  tides. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  rcvokition,  all 
the  veflbis  belonging  to  this  port,  were  either 
captured  or  burnt  by  the  Eiiglilh.  Their  num- 
ber was  greater  than  that  of  the  veflels  which 
belong  to  it,  at  prefent ;  and  its  trade  was,  then, 
more  conilderable.  I  know  not  but  it  may  be 
the  remembrance  of  what  then  took  place,  which 
now,  fo  much  exafperates  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Plymouth  againft  England.  Artlzans,  labourers 
in  hufbandry,  failors,  are  all,  here,  in  a  rage,  againfi: 
the  late  treaty.  Perfons  of  high  rank  likewifc 
declare  againft  it,  though  with  lefs  of  open  and 
indccentfury.  It  is  the  general  voice,  that  Ame- 
rica ought  to  form  an  offenfive  and  defenfivc 
league  with  France,  and  to  declare  war  againft 
England.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  been 
aiTurcd,  that  the  richer  clafs  of  the  people  are,  for 
the  greater  part,  of  opinion  that  a  treaty  of  com-- 
merce  and  political  amity  with  England  is  in- 
difpenfibly  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  America. 

In  addition  to  the  fifhery,  the  trade  of  Plymouth 
is  in  part  produced  by  its  forges  and  manufadures 
in  iron. '  The  works  in  which  thcfe  nianufailures 
•    "  ar^ 
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ttrfe  carried  on,  confift,  in  a  confiderablc  propor- 
tion, of  mill-machinery,  that  is  put  in  motion  by 
the  fmall  river  which  here  falls  into  the  bay.  At 
pit-^coal  and  iron-ftone,  are  plentiful ;  from  eighty 
to  an  hundred  men  are  kept  conflairtly  at  work 
in  thefe  manufa<ftures*  The  town  contains  about 
three  thouiand  inhabitants ;  and  their  number  is 
annually  augmented. 

The  exports  from  Plymouth  amounted,  in  the 
year  1791,  to  fifteen  thoufand  eight  hutidred 
and  forty-four  dollars;  in  170^,  to  twenty-eight 
thouiand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fite  dollars  i  ia 
1703,  to  twenty-nine  thouiand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  dollars;  in  1794,  to  thirty-five  thou?^ 
fand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  dolkrs ;  in  1 795> 
to  fifty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  dc^lars. 

I  had  a  letter  of  introdu^lion  to  General  War- 
E£N,  an  old,  grey-headed  man,  who  was  much 
employed  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  but 
rather  for  the  economy  of  the  army,  over  which 
he  had  great  influence,  than  on  account  of  any 
ability  he  could  be  fiippofed  to  podTcis  fot  adual 
fervice  in  the  field.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  and 
very  feeble.  His  wife  is  fts  ^old  as  himfelf,  but 
much  more  lively  in  converfation.  Like  the 
other  ladies  of  Aineiica,  ihe  has  read  a  great  deaji 
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on  a  variety  of  fubjeds.  She  has  even  pubiillierf 
one  or  two  volumes  of  talcs,  which  are  much 
eftccmed ;  and  has  written  a  hiftory  of  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  which  her  hufband  and  flie  have,, 
with  great  prudence,  rcfblved  not  to  lend  to  the 
prefs  while  they  live,  bnt  to  leave  for  publication 
after  their  death  :  the  truth  may  then,  Lliey  fay, 
be  fafely  declared.  In  tbe  mejn  time,  thi?  work 
has  been  read,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  feveral 
friends,  who  give  it  the  chara<5ter  of  an  in?.p3rtial 
and  well-written  work.  This  old  lady,  at  the  age 
offc\'enty,  is  truly  intercfting ;  for  flie  has  ioft 
neither  the  activity  of  her  mind,  nor  the  piraces 
of  her  pcrfon  ;  though  fbe  ilill  laments  the  death 
of  a  fon  Ihe  loft  in  the  war,  with  the  lume  tcn- 
dcrnefy  and  carnefl  forrow  as  on  the  day  on  which 
he  fell.  She  ftill  reads  his  letten-,  has  bis  portrait 
conftantly  in  her  view;  but  notwithftanding,  all 
this  fond  attachment  to  his  memory,  is  equally 
afFetftionate  to  her  furv^ving  children.  One  of 
theic,  I  faw  at  the  houfe  of  General  Lincoln,  w  ho 
hadlikcwife  fuffercd,  during  tbe  war,  by  the  'ols 
■  of  his  leg,  in  a  fea-fight,  on  board  a  frigate.  This 
reipciSable  lady  is  descended  from  a  family  who 
are  like  herfelf  diftinguiflied  for  genius  and  lite- 
rature. She  is  fifter  to  Mr.  Otis,  a  la-vycr  of 
great  reputation  in  Maflachuletts,  who  had  v-    ■;ii- 
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flderable  ihare  ih  the  revolution,  and  is  faid  to  be 
aiman  of  great  merit.  He* is  iather  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  whom  I^mentioncd  above. 

Plymouth  is  the  principal  town  of  the  countjr 
of  the  fame  name^a  diftrid:  tliat  contains  twenty- 
nine  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  foil  is  rugged, 
and  not  very  fertile;  but  it  is  full  of  iron  ores, 
which  fupply  niateriak  for  very  confiderable  iron, 
xnanufadures. ' 


■  .  ■      r* 


DISTRICT  OF  NE.W  BEDFORD. 

The  road  from  Plymouth  hither,  is  tedious  and 
very  imperfcd.  Plymouth  lies  at  the  diftance  of 
not  more. than  thirty  miles  from  New  Bedford  ; 
and  both  thpfe  towns  belong  to  the  fame  ftate. 
Yet,  fb  rare  is  the  intercourfe  between  them,  that 
no  perfon  in  Plymouth  could  inform  me  of  the 
direiftion  of  the  road  to  New  Bedford,  farther 
than  for  thefirflfix  miles.  Amidfl  continual  en- 
quiries concerning  the  road  which  is  little  ufed, 
and  interfered  by  many  crofs  paths,  I  wandered 
out  of  my  way.  I  was,  befides;  mifled  by  the 
mifchievous  waggery  of  a  dumb  man,  which  fent 
me  afbray  five  miles  farther.  But  few  houfes  are 
to  be  feen  in  this  traft,  and  thefe  lie  at  wide  dift 
tances  from  one  another.  The  ground  is  rugged, 
and  the  foil  fandy.  The  woods,  which  extctid 
all  the  way,  confifl  chiefly  of  firs  and  birches,  moil 
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of  which  are  Ukcly  to  be  burnt  for  charcoal.  The 
burning  ol"  charcoal  is  the  only  fort  of  induftry  in 
which  the  people  are  feen  to  be  engaged,'  along 
the  whole  road.  There  is  abundance  of  iron- 
ftone,  lufficientiy  rich  in  ore  for  working,  here  as 
well  as  at  Plymouth.  There  is  every  where  an 
«ir  of  poverty,  the  efFeft  either  of  a  poor  or  ot" 
an  ill-cviltivated  foil.  I  had  great  pleaiUrc  in  fall- 
ing in  with  two  negro  families,  who  live  here  on 
fmall  pofleflions  of  thcJr  own,  which  they  main- 
tain in  as  good  a  ftate  of  culture,  as  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  Such  inrtances  are  not  rare  in  the 
ftate  of  Maifachafetts. 

A  hca^'y  and  inccflant  rain,  by  which  I  was 
wetted  to  the  fkin,  obliged  me  to  halt  at  Mid- 
dlcborough,  at  a  fmall  inn,  the  landlord  of  which 
was  concerned  in  the  iron-works.  The  iron-ore 
is  found  in  Pond  AUowamfet,  in  great  plenty, 
either  at  the  furface  or  at  the  depth  of  a  lingle 
foot  under  water.  This  red  ore  fometimcs  con- 
tains a  fourth  part,  fometimes  not  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  pure  iron.  The ,  ore  is  dragged 
from  under  the  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner 
as  oyfters  are  raifed  from  the  bank.  It  is  now, 
however,  much  lels  abundant  than  formerly.  A 
man  who,  fifteen  years  fince,  would  have  been 
able  to  gather  two  or  three  tons  in  the  year  by  his 
Own  lahouTj  can  now  fcarcely  procure  one  ton. 
Another 
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iVtiother-pond  a^^ent  to  Middleboroughi  yields 
thifl  lire  in.greatK^.t^antrty ;  Imt  it  is  deeper^and 
coniequentiy  the  trfe  is  Icfi  cafily  to  be  rai&d 
from  its  bottom. 

.:  'The^raalfcrs  .it  this  work  .earn  fiarty  dollars  a 
x3@ionth ;  the  common  workmen  are  paid,  at  th|x 
j^uine  rate  ^  titip  labourers  in  huibandky>  which 
9l^d&.  thiim!  icvenu or  ei^tl. dollars :k  mondi* 
I^nd  cofta  two*  doUars  an  ac^e^unleis  when  it  is 
iuppoied  to  contain  iront-orc;.  and  in  thiscafe» 
tfe^:  piice  is  higher  or  lowery according  to  the  de- 
btee of  its  richnefs  in  ore.  This:  inn  fi:and9  at 
ctgliiieen  miles  diibmce  from  Plymontibi.  Its  beds 
wct^fyll  of  wiorkcQim  ;f])Qmi/fehe:  forges  and  nailn 
nftsiters ;  hut  the  kmttord  {itomifed  mt  i  bed  t$ 
ibon  as  the  rain  ihould  ceafe.  *:  The  rain  continufid 
to  .^U>  tiU  it:  wa9  too  late  lx>  r^ach  New  B^dfiurd 
thc^t  night;  I  wad>  therefore;  obliged  to  halt/after 
travelUng  fivfi  miles  fiuthcr,  at  an  inn  of  mean 
appearance^  which  hunger  and  &tigue  made  me 
regard  as  ccmifbrtable. 

Next  day  about  noon>  I  entered  New  Bedfiwi, 
It  is  not  abone  thirty  years  £nce  this  town  was 
ifounded.  It  waa  one  of  thofe  places  which  iuf« 
fered  the  moft  during  the  war  of  the  revdlu-* 
tion.  Ships,  warehou&s,  dwdling^^hduies^  were  ell 
\mmthyihf  EogHih.  The  }aflea wl^db tius tnwn 
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•rtilfr  wkh'bott  doOpB,  and  pcovifioiu  for  the  crew, 
t6  ^  amount  of  Avft  ot  fix  diouTand  do&ift. 

The  crew  receive  no  wages,  but  have  a  certain  * 
fljare  of  the  blubber.  The  captain  has  a  fifth 
part ;  the  pilot  a  fire -and- fortieth,  or  a  fixtieth 
part  of  what  they  take.  A  veiTel  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  burthen  wil!  return  with  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  or  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of 
blubber,  befide  the  whalebone.  In  1703,  the 
medium  price  of  blubber,  or  whalc-oti,  was  fixty- 
five  dollars  a  ton.  The  biubber  of  the  fpermaceti- 
whale  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a 
ton;  that  of  other  whales,  fifty-five  dollars  a  ton  ;  , 
thefe  laft  are  very  plentifiil  in  the  leas.  The  price 
Js  now  twice  as  much.  The  increafe  of  price  is 
Owing  to  the  extraordinary  demand  for  train-oil 
and  fpermaceti-car»dles,  and  to  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  the  ihips,  which  have  lately  gone  from 
Europe  upon  the  whale  fifbery.  The  captain's 
profits  from  a  fuccefsfut  voyage  amount  to  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  for  com- 
mon years,  but  at  prefent  to  between  fevcnteen 
and  eighteen  Hundred  dollars. 

A  ftiip  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  i?  manned 
with  a  crew  of  fifteen  pcrfons.  Of  thefp,  twelve 
itian  the  twoboats  in  the  purfuit  of  the  whales  ; 
While  the  other  three  remain  on  board.  Larger 
y^^s  hare  i.  third  boat  and  Ax  addkionftl  hands. 
*    -'.  -  The 
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The  blubber^  which  has  been  barrelled  at  iea^  i» 
to  be  agaia.  put  into  frefh  barrels,  and  cleared 
from  a  iediment  that  is  formed  in  the  barrels,  be* 
fore  it  be  carried  to  market ; .  for  though  the  fcdi- 
ment  be  as  £t  as  the  reft  for  yfe  in  the  fbap*works, 
yet  the  oil  in  which  it  appears  is  regarded  as  of 
inferior  quality  in  the  European  market.  .This 
fcdimcnt,  and  a  fort  of  white  fleih,  which  is 
found  in  the  head  land  belly  of  the  whale,  arc 
then  fqvcezed  in  a  preis.  A  new  quantity  of  oil 
oi  the  beft  quality  is  thus  obtained.  The  refi- 
due,  which  remains  after  the  firft  preffing,  is  put 
iBgain  into  the  preis,  ajad  more  forcibly  fqueezed 
than  before.  It  ^ftbrds  a  certain  quantity  of  oil ; 
and  it  is  the  produce  of  this  laft  iqueezing  which> 
after  undergoing  a  boiling,  is  poured  into  moulds, 
and  forms  fpermacet^  .candles.  Theie  are  fold 
for  half  a  dollar  a  pound.  Thofe  which  are  iper* 
maceti-£fties  yield  this  matter  in  great  quantity. 
In  their  heads  alone  there  are  oftciii  fiye  or  fix  tons 
of  this  matter ;  though  the  other  whales  have  the 
head  differently  compoied,  and  do  not  afford 
above  a  quarter  of  a  toil  out  of  esich  bf  ad.  Thus 
all  whales  yield  more  or  lefs  oi  this  matter  which 
is  fo  much  valued  as  a  material  for  candies. 

The  veftels  for  the  fiihery  atie  built  without  any 
very  remarkable  pecu  liarity  of  ftruifhire*  Qnly> 
jtj^j^  fi^ds^  betweeo  the  iQafis>  a  great  cauldron 
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lor  the  making;  of  the  oil,  and  the  openings  on 
the  decks  arc  made  unufually  wide,  in  order  that 
the  barrels  may  be  the  more  ealily  moved  up  and 
doT\n.  The  oi!,  when  it  is  hot,  is  apt  to  pene- 
trate and  injure  the  wood  of  a  newly  built  veffel ; 
and,  on  this  account,  it  is  ufua!  to  fend  fhips  on 
a  -voyage  or  two  to  Europe  before  employing  them 
in  the  whale-filhery.  Thofe  merchants,  who  are 
concerned  in  this  filhery,  are  accuftomcd  to  pur- 
chafe  vefTels  which  have  been  built  two  or  three 
years.  The  alterations  necclTary,  to  fit  them  for 
the  ufc  of  the  fifhery,  are  inconfiderable. 

-  From  all  that  I  had  heard  or  read,  I  was  lead 
to  think  the  whale-fifliery  to  be  a  very  perilous 
employment  to  the  men  who  arc  engaged  in  it. 
Theymuft  meet,  as  I  fliould  have  fuppofcd,  with 
many  unhappy  accidents.  I  have,  however,  been 
affured  of  the  contrary.  The  fleet  from  Nan- 
tucket, confifting  of  thirty  veiTels,  did  not  lofc, 
laflr  year,  a  fmgle  man  ;  this  year  they  have  loft 
"  but  two-men.  People  here  can  fcarcely  rccolledl 
a  iin^e  inftancc  of  any  perfon  lofing  his  life  from 
any  accident  in  the  fiflicry.  Neither  here  nor  in 
Nintucket  can  any  Inftancc  be  mentioned  of  a 
man's  having  been  killed  or  hurt  by  any  of  the 
Viluiles.  The  boats  are  indeed,  often  overturned 
byj^  whales. 

Hildibn's  Bay,  and  the  fcas  adjacent  to  the 
■   ■'■  coafts 
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coafts  of  Greenland  and  Labrador,  abound  more 
than  the  fouthern  feas,  in  whakfe,  and  thofe  of  a 
larger  fize,  and  fuch  as  afford  oil  of  a  better  qua- 
lity. But  the  ice,  which  floats  there  in  vafl: 
mafles,  reilders  the  fifliing  much  ;morc  dangerous 
in  thefe  northern  latitudes.  One  of  thefe  mafles 
of  ice  fliriking  againfl:  a  fliip  is  fufiicient  to  dafh 
it  ia.pieces.  Befides,  the  fliips  carniot  remain'  at 
feai::for  a  fufiicient  length  of  time,  upon  the 
eoafljs.;  »  Some  American  fliips  repair  ^  to  that 
fifliery  as  they  return  from  Europe ; .  but,  in  sge-i 
neral,  .^the  whalc-fifliery  in  the  northern  feas  ii 
abandoned  to  the  European  fiftiermen. 

•  Although  the  fifliery  on  the  coafls  of  Africa 
and  the  Brazils  be  fl:ill  fiifficiently  fuccefsful,  yet 
it  is  thought  that  the  numbers  of  the  whales  in 
thofe  parts  begin  to  be  diminiflied.  The  reafofi 
afligned  for  this  is,  that  fuch  a  number  of  the  fe- 
naales  of  this  fpecies  are  annually  deftroyed,  w^ith- 
out  w^hich  the  young  ones  can  neither  be  pro- 
duced nor  nouriflaed  immediately  after  the  birth. 
(The  Englifli  call  the  males,  females,  and  }  oung 
of  the  whale,-r-butls,  cows,  and  calves). 

Twenty  years  fince,  ^whales  were  confiderably 
numerous  on  the  coafls  of  America.  Even  within 
thefe  fix  or  feven  ye^rs,  whales  were  to  be  found 
here,  though  not  in  fiich  nuEotbers  ais  formerly* 
At  prefent,  it  is  thought  a  -very  rcmgu-kable  oc- 
currence. 
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currcncc,  if  one  fliould  happen  to  be  fcen  in 
thcfe  parts.  The  whales  have  been  frightened 
entirely  away,  fo  that  two  or  three  fliips  can 
hardly  pi;ocure  a  tolerable  freight  for  the  fcafon, 
by  fifhing  in  thefe  feas.  The  fpcrmaceti- whales 
have  been  found  chiefly  in  tlie  Indian  Ocean,  on 
the  coafts  of  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Peru  and  Chili. 
Train-oil  and  fpermaccti-candlcs  arc  brought 
into  different  fea- ports  of  America  by  Ihips  be- 
longing to  New  Bedford,  which  has  alfo  two  or 
three  veffels  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe. 
Twenty  fliips  belonging  to  the  fame  ports  are 
conftantly  engaged  in  the  coafling- trade.  But 
this  laft  trade  is  fo  languid  that  the  cuftom-houfe  , 
dues  arifmg  from  it,  for  the  firft  nine  months  of 
the  year  1705,  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  dcJIars.  During  the  whole  year  1700, 
it  yielded  but  one  hiuidred  and  fifty-fix  dollars. 
As  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  exports  from  New 
Bedford ;  the  value  of  thefe  was,  in  the  year 
179],  twenty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty-four  dojlars;  in  the  year  1792,  twenty-fevcn 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  dollars ; 
in  1793,  tweuty-feven  tho^^fand  eight  hundred 
(md  forty-four  dollars;  in  1794,  eighty-two  thou- 
fand and  eighty-five  dollars;  in  1793,  fixty-two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  tnt)  dollars. 
,       .  '  The 
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The  harbour  Iks  at  the  d^iance  cf  eight  liiiles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  AGchuflhet.:  The 
anchorage  is  excellent.  That  plart  of  the  t^^eadth 
of  the  river,  which  is  navigable  to  veflelsofa 
certain  burthen  up  to  the  town,  is  verjr  narrow"; 
the  reft  of  the  river  being  veiy  Ihallow,  and  full 
of  rocks.  The  harbour  is  befides  protected  by  a 
fort,  beyond  which  ihips  entering  it  cannot  pro- 
ceed more  than  a  quarter  of  a  inile.  The  river 
Acchufliiet  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  the 
farhe  name.  This  bay  has  alfo  a  communicjition 
with  Buzzard  Bay,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
bay  c£  Cape  Cod  by  an  ifthmus  of  the  breadth  of 
three  or  four  miles*  There  is  a  prc^ft  for  cut- 
ting a  canal  through  the  ifthnius. 

The  trade  of  New  Bedford  is  almoft  all  in  the 
hands  of  Quakers.  About  one-half  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  of  this  fe6t.  They  are,  in  general,  an 
honeft,  frank,  orderly,  fet  of  people.  I  received 
a  pretty  full  account  of  them  from  William 
Rus  H,  He  is  proprietor  of  fix  veflels.  His  family 
has  been,  for  fome  generations,  engaged  here  in 
trade.  With  the  moft  obliging  readinefe  tx>  fa- 
tisfy  any  enquiries  w^hich  are  made  of  him,  lie 
joins  an  uncommon  clearnefs  of  ideas.  His  father 
IS  one  of  thofe  inhabitants  of  Nai3*uckA  whom 
M.  De  Calonne  invited  to  Dunkirk,  to  intro- 
duce the  bufiricfsof  the  whale^fiflieiy  into  France. 

In 
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111  I?80,  Rufli  began  the  burinefs  of  the  whSle- 
fifliery  at  Dunkirk,  with  not  more  than  two  Ihips ; 
and,  in  the  year  17Q3,  no  fewer  than  forty  fliips 
failed  from  Dunkirk  to  tlic  whale-fiihery.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  trade  and  mercantile  opuler.ce 
were  rapidly  increafing  in  France,  at  the  time 
when  the  revolution  commenced,  and  the  prefcnt 
war  broke  out.  When  liberty  iliall  be  fecurely 
and  permanently  eftabllflied  in  France,  that  ac- 
tivity, which  is  k  well-known  chara^icnltic  ot  li- 
berty, will  be  much  more  alive  than  ever,  to  the 
improvement  of  every  branch  of  induftry  and 
commerce.  Pcrfons  of  all  ranks  will  then  take 
a  part  in  whatever  can  augment  the  honourable 
opulence  of  the  land ;  and  our  country  will  be 
laifed  to  the  hlgheft  pitch  of  profperlty. 

This  worthy  Ruih,  who  is  now  fixty-fivc  years 
of  age,  has  all  the  ad:mty  of  a  young  man.  He 
went  to  France  with  llrong  prejudices  againft  it ; 
yet,  nothing  lefs  than  the  crimes  and  dlforders 
which  he  there  witneffed  W9uld  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  him  leave  that  country  and  return 
to  America.  He  loves  the  charafter,  the  fprightly 
manners,  the  mode  of  doing  bufmefs,  which  pre- 
vail among  the  French  nation.  He  is  pleafed 
with  the  integrity  of  the  French  merchants,  and 
delighted  with  the  climate  of  France.  He  fpeaks, 
in  lliQrt,  as  a  Frenchman ;  but,  he  abhors  the 
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crimes  which  have  attended  the  revolution.  Of 
its  excefles  he  judges  for  himfelf  with  tetidernefs^ 
yet  with  difcernment. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  BEDFORD;  COUNTY  OF  BRIS- 
TOL; VALUE  OF  PRODUCTS,  AND  OF  LABOUR. 

In  the  country  round  New  Bedford,  where  the 

foil  is,  in  general,  of  nioderate  fertility,  confider- 

able  numbers  of  oxen  are  annually  fattened  for  the 

fupply  of  provifions  to  the  fhips  in  the  harbpuiv 

and  to  thofe  even  which  belong  to  Nantucket. 

Land  cofts  from  twelve  to  eighteen  dollars  an. 

acre.   Beef  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  fix-pence  a  pound* 

Flour  is  here  fcarce,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other 

frnall  towns  of  Maflachufetts.     It  cofts  at  prefect 

from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a  barrel.     The 

bread  is  commonly  made  of  maize  and  barley ; 

and  this  is  indeed  the  ufual  bread  throughout,  the 

whole  ftate.     BIfcuit  is  the  only  wh  eaten  bread 

to  be  found  in  the  inns.     The  wages  of  all  forts 

of  ordinary  labourers  are  at  the  rate  of  from  eight 

to  nine  dollars  a  month.     Ships  coft  from  forty 

to  forty-two  dollars  a  tpn.     New  Bedford  lies  ir\ 

the  county  of  Briftol,  of  which  the  head-town 

is  Taunton.     This  county  contains  -about  thirty- 

eight  thpufand  inhabitants,  and  is  rem.arkable  for 

the  great  abundance  of  iron-ore  which  it  afFords^ 

A  copper-mine  was  here  lately  opened  for  the  firft 

time. 

RHODE 
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RHOM^lSLAND._NE\VPORT.-MR.  EJ.EM. 

The  road  from  New  Bedford  to  Rhodc-Ifland^ 
like  that  from  Plymouth,  is  rugged  with  rockg 
and  loofe  ftones,  and  leads  through  a  hilly  tra45t 
of  country.  You  pafs  through  the  towiifliip  ot 
Weftport,  and  near  that  part  of  the  river  where 
veflcls  are  built,  which  take  in  their  cargo  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  below.  Only  two  fchooners 
belonged  to  this  port ;  but  of  thefe  one  has  been 
recently  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Salem,  on  its 
return  from  a  voyage  to  the  province  of  Maine. 

The  boundaries  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode -Ifland 
commence  at  the  diftance'of  three  mi!cs  on  this 
fide  of  the  bay,  at  a  place  called  ufually  Eaft  Paf- 
iage,  where  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  bridge  for 
the  purpofe  of  conneding  the  ifland  with  the 
main  land.  This  paflage  is  not  broad,  and  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  thirty  feet.  But,  the  tide 
flows  and  ebbs  with  fuch  a  ftrength  of  current, 
that  the  toil  of  crefiing  the  bridge  cannot  but  be 
extremely  difficult,  and  it '  will  be  no  eaJy  taJk 
to  ^ve  it  perfeft  ftability. 

This  ifland  exhibits  a  continued  fucceffion  of 
meadows  and  fields  of  m^ze.  Barley  is  llkcwife 
produced  here  in  confiderable  abundance.  The 
breweries  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  fiimilli 
an  advantageous  market  for  this  lail  article.  For- 
■  ■  merly 
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merly  this  ifland  was  cxtenfivcly  covered  with 
fruit-trees  and  other  wood.  But  thefe  the  Eng- 
lish deftroyed  during  the  war.  The  foil  is  light, 
fandy,  and,  in  general,  unimproved  by  manure 
or  £kilful  tillage,  The  medium  produce  of  the 
medows  is  a  ton  of  hay  per  acre ;  the  ground 
under  tillage  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  bufhels 
of  maize,  or  one  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes* 
There  are  inftances  of  greater  produce ;  but  thefe 
occuronly  where  particular  land-holders  have  cul- 
tivated their  ground  with  unufual  intelligence  and 
care.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  where 
dung  can  be  purchafed  for  the  eafy  expence  of 
half  a  dollar  the  ton,  the  land  is  more  plentifully 
manured,  and,  in  confeqiience  of  this,  yields  even 
to  the  amount  of  ninety  bufhels  of  maize  per  acre* 
But,  fuch  inflances  are  rare,  and  occur  only  where 
the  foil  is  both  naturally  rich  and  well  improved 
by  manure  and  tillage.  The  common  extent  of 
the  farms  is  feventy  acres.  Some  fmall  number 
of  them  contain  two  hundred  acres ;  and  three  or 
four,  even  four  hundred  acres. 

The  farm  of  Samuel  El  em,  to  whom  I  had 

a  letter  from  William  Rufh,.is  four  hundred  atres 

y  in  extent.     He  is  the  only  farmer  in  the  ifland 

who  docs  not  perfonally  labour  upon  his  own 

ground.     He  is  an  Englifhman,  from  Yorkfhire. 

.  s 

He  came  hither  as  a  merchant  before  the  reyqlu" 
Vol.  II.  T  tion. 
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tion.  The  length  of  his  ncccflar)'  ilay  gave  him 
a  fondncfs  for  the  country,  and  inclined  him  to 
fettle  in  it.  He  lives  in  a  iiiug  fmall  hqufc,  five 
miles  from  Newport,  and  near  to  Eart  Paflage. 
Agriculture  is  the  only  bufniefs  that  he  now  fol- 
lows. He  does  not  boaft  of  having  found  it,  aa 
yet,  very  profitable.  But,  he  finds  the  condition 
of  life  agreeable,  and  fiifficicntly  fufccptiblc  of 
improvement  from  his  turn  for  curious  obfcr>a- 
tion,  and  his  attention  to  the  proceiTcs  of  nature. 
This  farm,  on  which  he  has  been  fettled  thefe  fix 
years,  begins  to  be  in  a  good  ftatc  of  cultivation. 
The  ftone  fences  inclofing  his  fields  arc  higher 
and  better  than  any  I  have  fecn  in  Mafiaehufetts. 
His  meadows  arc  in  a  ftatc  of  improvement  and 
fertility,  which  is  confiderably  profitable.  But 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  labourers  ilands  greatly 
in  the  way  of  all  agricultural  improvements  in 
thefe  parts.  As  Mr.  Elem  is  the  only  farmer  in 
the  ifland  who  does  iTot  labour  with  his  own 
hands,  fo  he  often  meets  with  a  contradiftory 
fpirit  in  his  working- people,  who  arc  apt  to  think, 
that  their  toil  muft  make  them  more  fkilful  in 
hufbandry  than  their  idle  mafter.  His  cows  and 
bicn  are  diftingiiiihed  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
tcft  of  the  ifland,  which,  however,  are,  in  general, 
very  good.  His  iheep.  arc  of  the  bcft  fort.  Their 
■wool  is  eafily  fold  at  the  price  of  a. quarter  of  a 
-■^■-  dollar 
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dollar  the  pound,  and  each  fleece   yields   two 
pounds  and  a  half.     In  lummer  he  keeps  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  in 
winter  reduces  this  number  to  fixty.     From  the 
firfl  of  December  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  he 
keeps  his  cows  and  oxen  in  flails ;  but  that  is 
not  the  general  practice  of  the  farmers  ia  the 
ifland.     Either  from  poverty  or  prejudice,  mott 
of  thjsm  have  no  cow-houfes.  They  put  up  their 
hay  in  the  meadows ;  and  give  daily,  in  winter, 
a  certain  quantity  of  it  to  the  cafttle  in  the  open 
fields.     There  falls  fo  little  fnow  in  the  iflc,  that 
no  great  harm  feems  to  refult  from  this  praftice. 
Only  the  horfes  and  the  milch-cows  are  ftalled 
in  winter.  » 

The  cheefe  of  Rhode  Ifland  is  famous  through- 
out all  America ;  but  the  only  cheefe  which  thefe 
parts  now  furnifh.  for  exportation  is  from  the  ifles 
of  Connanicut  and  Block,  which  make  part  of 
this  flate.  On  Rhode-Ifland  itfclf,  few  of  the  far- 
mers keep  fuch  a  number  as  to  produce  more 
cheefe  than  is  necefTary  for  their  domeflic  ufe. 

The  following  reafons  are  affigned  for  the  po- 
verty of  the  farmers  of  Rhode-Ifland.  .  It  is  ufiial 
for  the  young  people,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  to 
leave  the  family  of  their  parents,  and  to  go  into 
the  fervice  of  others.  The  parents  find  it  vain  to 
endeavour  to  detain  them  ;  for,  if  not  permitted 

T2  to 
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to  do  as  others  do,  they  will  not  work  at  home 
In  confcqucncc,  other  labourers  arc  to  be  hired ; 
and  that  accumulation  of  ilock  is  materially  hin- 
dered which  might  be  bcft  produced  by  the  joint 
labour  of  a  whole  family,  without  hired  afiiftance. 
Bcfides,  fo  many  arc  difpofed  to  become  farmers 
for  theralclvcs,  even  without  any  adequate  flock, 
that  labourers  arc  not  to  be  procured  for  any  rea- 
ionable  hire,  even  in  cafes  of  the  mofl  urgent  ne- 
ccffity.  2.  It  is  a  difadvantagc  alfo  to  the  agri- 
culture of  this  territory,  that  it  is  ever)'  where  ad- 
jacent to  the  fea.  The  young  people  ha\-e,  in  * 
confcqvicncc  of  this,  been  long  accuftomcd  to  pre- 
fer a  feafaring  life  to  hufbandry,  becaulc  the  for- 
mer affords  higher  wages  in  monej^,  and  is  more 
grateful  to  the  roving  fplnt  of  inexperienced  youth. 
Even  the  rcfident  farmers  arc  tempted  to  join  the 
fifhing  with  the  toils  of  hufbandry,  as  the  filhing 
affords,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  a  very  plentiful 
fupply  for  the  nourifliment  of  their  families.  They, 
confequently,  take  little  care  to  improve  the  foil 
to  its  higheil  pitch  of  cultivation.  The  fame 
thing  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  along  all  the 
iea-coafl  of  America.  3.  There  is  a  want  of  a 
regular  and  profitable  market  for  the  fuperfluous 
produce  of  the  Iflc.  There  is,  indeed,  a  market- 
place in  the  town  of  Newport;  but  the  farmers 
rftxely  bring  their  grain  hither  for  falc ;  nor  do 

thofc 
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thofe  who  arc  in  want  of  it  refort  to  this  market 
to  fupply  themfelves.  The  farmers  bring  their 
flefh,  corn,  beans,  and  peafe  to  the  town,  and 
there  place  it  in  houfes  for  fale.  When  pur* 
chafers  do  not  appear,  as  is  often  the  cafe ;  tlic 
quantity  is  far  from  being  fufficiently  coniider- 
able  to  become  an  obje<9:  of  commercial  fpccu- 
lation  for  foreign  export,  to  the  merchaMs* 
4.  There  is  fuch  an  extreme  Scarcity  of  wood, 
that  no  farmer  who  is  in  want  of  it,  can  fopply 
himfelf  at  a  lefs  price  than  four  or  five  dollars  a 
cord.  In  confequence  of  this  want  of  trees,  the 
whole  ifiand  is  too  much  expoled  to  the  winds^ 
which  often  blow  over  it  with  a  very  troublefome 
violence.  There  has  been  a  remarkable  differ- 
ence in  the  produce  of  fruit  upon  the  forms  of 
this  iflc,  ever  fmce  the  great  trees  were  deflroycd 
by  the  Englifh  during  the  ^ar.  5 .  The  ele<ftidns 
to  all  places  in  the  government,  and  to  th^ 
jk^giflative  reprefentation,  are  renewed  eivery  fix 
inonths ;  and  the  frequent  joumies  and  public 
meetings  which  thefe  occafioii,  fcem  to  with* 
draw  the  attention  of  thefe  people,  in  too  great  a 
degree,  from  their  hufbandry.  6.  Laflly,  the 
people  of  Rhode-Ifland  are-fmgulsurly  illiterate. 
Scarcely  has  the  whole  ifland  a  fingle  well-con- 
dudled  free-fchool ;  fuch  is  the  oppoiition  of  pre- 
judice to  evcjy  thing  of  this  nature.     The  public 

T.3  records 
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records  of  the  fmali  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  are  in 
greater  diforder  than  thofe  of  any  one  elfc ;  and 
this  diforder  is  a  primary  caufe  of  the  ignorance 
of  its  inhabitants :  fo  that  all  their  dcfeds  in  the 
re/pcft  of  knowledge,  arc  plainly  to  be  charged 
to  the  mifconduft  of  their  ndcrs. 

The  price  of  land  varies,  throughout  this  il1and> 
from  five  and  twenty  to  five  and  thirty  dollars  an 
acre.  It  has  remained  the  fame  for  thcfe  fi^ 
years ;  and  its  rife  feems  to  be  prevented  by  the 
exorbitant  price  of  labour.  In  the  townihip  of 
Newport,  land  is  fold  fomewhat  dearer  than 
clfewhcre. 

Approaching  Newport,  you  fee  the  heights 
where  the  Engllfli  long  remained,  when  they 
were  maftcrs  of  the  town.  They  feized  thofc 
heights  at  the  moment  of  their  landing. 

Newport  is  accounted  the  chief  town  of  the 
ftatc  of  Rhode-Ifland.  It  is  the  moft  ancient; 
the  deputies  of  the  ftate  hold  their  affemblics  in 
it ;  but  Providence  is  more  populous,  and  carries 
on  a  more  confiderablc  tr3de.  Before  the  war, 
there  were  in  Newport  ten  thoufand  inhabitants ; 
in  Providence,  not  more  than  one  thoufand. 
Providence  now  contains  fcven  thoufand ;  New- 
port, but  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  Many  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  of  Nswport  have  deferted  it. 
A  nupiber  of  famiUes  forfaking  this  town  in  the 

time 
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time  of  the  revolution,  while  it  was  in  the  pof- 
fefl^on  of  the  Englilh,  retired  to  Providence,  and 
fettling  there,  have  never  fince  been  induced  to 
change  their  refidcnce.  Thofe,  on  thd.  other 
hand,  who  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of.  Erig-  , 
land,  went  away  with  the  Englifli  troops,  when 
thefe  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  ifland.  .  Poli^ 
tical  difrentions,  which  long  diiira<Sed  Rhode-. 
Jfland,  contributed  ^ther  to  this  defcrtion  of 
Newpoift.  It  is  only  within  thcfe  laft  two  or 
three  years,  th^t  its  trade  has  begun  to  revive. 
It  has  twelve  veffels  of  Ibme  conliderable  bur»- 
then,  engaged  in  the  trade  to  Europe;  two  or 
three  which  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  for  car- 
goes of  negroes/  which  they  briug  for  fale  to  Geoi> 
gia  and  the  Weft-India  iHes ;  forty  more,  which 
are  employed  in  the  coafting-trade,  and  fail  only 
for  the  colonics.  The  pojafting-trade  is  that  which 
the  people  of  this  town  chiefly  prefer.  The 
amount  of  the  exports  from  Newport  was,  in 
]  791,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fevcnteen 
thoufan4  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars:; 
in  1 792,  twQ  hundred  and  fixty  thou(and  thr^e 
Jiundred  and  thijrty-feven  dollars ;  in  1793^  two 
hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  in  1794,  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thoufand  one  hundi:ed  and  funety-five  dol- 

•    T4  lars; 
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Ian ;  in  1 7Q5,  three  hundred  and  fevcntcen  thou- 
iand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  dollars. 

Barley  is  the  principal  article  of  agricultural 
produce,  which  it  iurnilhcs  lor  exportation.  The 
illcs  of  Connanicut,  Patience,  and  a  third  that 
lies  in  the  bay,  are  ufually  fown  with  corn,  in 
preference  to  any  other  article  of  crop.  Some  , 
little  wood  from  that  part  of  the  ftate  which  is 
contiguous  to  the  main-land,  as  well  as  in  an 
adjacent  part  of  Maflachufetts ;  and  large  quan- 
tities of  flax,  an  article  much  cultivated  here ; 
arc  annually  exported  out  of  Newport.  The  bar- 
Icy  exported  from  Rhode-Ifland,  is  freighted  rather 
on  board  the  fliips  from  Providence,  than  in  thofc 
from  Newport.  The  ftiips  from  Providence  carry 
it  chiefly  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  from  which 
they  bring,  in  return,  other  cargoes,  either  to 
fome  port  in  the  United  States,  to  Europe,  or 
to  the  Weft-India  ifles- 

The  houfcs  of  Newport  are  almoft  all  very 
fmall,  and  miferably  bad :  they  are  of  wood,  and 
not  painted.  In  the  town,  every  thing  wears  the 
appearance  of  decay  ;  but  the  harbour  has  a  fhew 
of  opulence  and  aftlve  commerce.  '  The  vicinity 
of  the  fea,  the  fpacioufnefs  and  fecurity  of  the 
road,  its  eafmefs  of  accefs,  and  its  convenient 
fituation,  render  it  a  very  commodioiia  fticlter  for 

veficls 
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Teffels  going  from  the  fbuthem  parts  of  the  main- 
land of  America,  towards  the  northern,  or  from 
the  north  fouthwards.  It  is  indeed  -more  fre- 
quented than  any  other  port,  by  foreign  fliips. 
Newport,  with  all  thefc  advantages,  feems  to  be 
naturally  deftined  to  become  a  harbour  for  ihips 
^f  war,  whenever  the  United  States  (hall  affume 
the  coniequence  of  a  Naval  Power.  It  will  then, 
no  doubt,  be  more  carefully  fortified,  than  at  prc- 
fcnt.  A  fort  on  Goat-Illand,  and  a  battery  on 
the  oppofite  ihore,  are  the  only  means  of  defence 
which  it  pofleffes  at  prefent,  and  are  certainly  ina- 
dequate to  proteft  its  entrance.  The  firft  power 
with  which  the  States  fhould  be  at  war,  would 
find  thefc  unable  to  oppofe  any  naval  force  which 
it  Ihould  lend  to  occupy  the  harbour.  Goat- 
Ifland  has  been  ceded  by  the  ftatc  of  Rhode- Ifland 
to  the  United  States. 

In  Rhodc-Ifland  there  is  the  fame  freedom  of 
religious  worlhip  and  opinions,  as  in  Pennly Ivania. 
Baptifts  and  Quakers  are  the  moft  prevailing  fed5 ; 
but  the  people  in  general,  in  this  ifland,  are  far 
from  being  religlom  twermuch.  In  the  whole  ifland,- 
whicb  is  fifteen  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad, 
there  is  no  church,  except  at-  Newport ;  and  to 
this  the  country-people  do  not  refort  above  four 
times  in  the  year.  The  people  of  this  ftate  arc 
reputed  to  be  indolent,  quarrelfome,  and  litigious. 

Thefc 
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Theie  faults  of  charaftcr,  if  jullly  imputed,  arc 
fufficicnt  to  account  for  tlicir  poverty.  There  is 
faid  to  bea  great  uncertainty  of  political  opinions 
in  ilhode-lfland :  they  were  not  unfavourable  to 
the  abominable  tyranny  of  Robcfpicrre ;  they  are 
far  Icfs  friendly  to  France  fince  the  guilt  of  that 
tyranny  has  been  fuppreflcd,  and  order  reftcred. 
Before  the  war,  there  were  many  opulent  inha- 
bitants in  Rhodc-IIland :  at  prcfent,  only  the  niins 
of  their  houfcs,  and  the  traces  of  their  former  in- 
clofures,  remain  to  be  fecn.  The  houfcs  arc  cither 
dcfolate,  or  are  inhabited  in  their  leaft  ruinous 
parts,  by  people  who,  on  :K:count  of  the  fmall- 
ncfs  of  their  capitals,  their  diflike  to  labour,  and 
many  other  reafons,  are  much  inferior  in  condi- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  New  E^ng- 
land. 

In  the  high-church  of  Newport,  there  is  a  mo- 
nument creiled  by  the  order  of  Louis  the  fix- 
teenth,  to  the  Chevalier  dc  TERNAy.  He  was 
commander  of  the  fleet  which  conveyed  M.  Ro- 
ciiAMBEAu  and  the  French  arnjy  to  America. 
He  died  at  Newport  in  the  year  4790.  The  in- 
fcription  is  in  a  very  iimple  flyle,  and  fpeaks  very 
much  in  honour  of  M.  dc  Ternay. 
.  The  State  of  Khodc-Ifland  is  yery  proud  of 
having  given  birth  ±o  General  Green,  one  of  the 
grcateft,  if  not  abfolutely  tfae  grcateft,  of  Amc- 
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rican  generals.     He  was,  by  birth,  a  Qua^cer,  and 
was  a  refpeftable  trader  in  Newport.     But,  for 
the  fake  of  liberty,  he  quickly  Ihook  off  the  pre- 
judices of  his  fec^l,  and  abandoned  his  bulinels. 
He  wxnt,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  to 
cooteud  againft  Britifli  oppreflion.     In  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  memorable  war,  there  was  not  a 
battle,  not  a  Ikirmifh,  in  which  Green  did  not 
diiiiaguifli  himfelf  by  fignal  valour,  and  extraor- 
dinary military  talents.     His  Ibund  and  difcem- 
ing  mind  rendered  often  the  moft  important  ler- 
yices  in  the  Council.     He  is,  above  all,  famous 
for  his  e;xpcdition  into  the  fouthem  Hates,  in  the 
year  178I.     At  the  head  of  a  fmall  force  of  not 
more  than  one  thoui^nd  or  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  men,  fcarcely  clad,  raw,  and  animated 
by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  their  confidence  in  Ge- 
neral Green  perfonally  ;  he,  by  a  variety  of  the 
moft  ikilful  ftratagems,  and  plans  of  annoyance, 
and  by  the  ex^rtiojpi  of  extraordinary  courage, 
forced  th/s  Englilh  to  retire  gradually  front  the 
provinces  of  Upppr  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
almoft  all  South  Carolina ;  deli\  ering  the  injured, 
harrafled,  and  fpattered  inhabitants  of  thofc  defo- 
lated  territories,  (jcoin  the  mifery  and  oppreffion 
under  which  they  had  Jong  groaned.  He  reftored 
the  unhappy  fugitives  to  their  habitations,  and 
compiled  the  Englilh  to  retire  i;ita  York  and 

Charlcftown, 
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Charlcftovm,  where  they  were  foon  finally  van- 
quifhcd  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  French  and  Ame- 
ricans. Green,  no  Icfs  humane  in  viftory,  than 
brave  and  cntcrprifnig  in  -warfare,  ftained  his  tri- 
umph with  no  atrocities,  notwithftanding  the  pro- 
vokincc  example  which  had  been  fet  by  the  Eng- 
Hlh.  He  was  the  ardent  friend  of  Hbertj",  without 
laying  afidc.  on  this  account,  all  refped:  to  natural 
jufticc  and  humanity.  His  whole  life  was  fpent 
in  a  continued  train  of  virtiious  adions.  After 
thefe  illuftrious  deeds  in  the  field,  he  was  hailed 
as  the  deliverer  ot  the  fouthcrn  ftatcs,  and  receiv- 
ed the  thanks  of  the  Congrcfs.  He  died  within 
a  few  years  after  the  eftablilhment  of  American 
freedom.  The  Congrefs  erefted,  at  the  public 
expence,  a  monument  in  honour  of  his  patriotifm, 
his  virtues,  and  his  talents ;  and  in  fo  doing,  gra- 
tified the  eameft  defire  of  all  true-hearted  Ame- 
.  ricans. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  had;  likewifc,  an- 
other eminent  perfon,  whofc  military  talents  and 
valorous  adivity  diftinguifhed  him,'  on  the  one 
hand,  though  not  fo  much  as  did  his  notorious 
perfidy  and  bafenefs  on  the  other.  This  was  the 
traitor  A*****.-]"  He  was,  before  the  war,-  a  tra- 
der and  dealer  m  cattle,  as  I  have  been  aflured. 

+  A*****  is,  however,  well  known  to  have  been  a  na- 
tfve  of  Norwich,  in  ConncQlcat—TranJIaier. 

He 
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He  efpoufed,  with  great  ardour,  the  caufe  of  his 
native  country.     He  quickly  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  by  the  expedition  into  Canada,  and  by  that 
famous  and  daring  march  through  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  province  of  Maine  to  the  river  of  St. 
Lorenzo,  a  trad:  which  had  been,  hithertoj  ac- 
counted inacceflible  to  an  army.     A*****  was 
one  of  the  inferior  commanders  under  Genersd 
Gates,  and  had  a  Ihare  in  the  glory  of  the  fortu* 
nate  day  of  Saratoga.     In  many  engagen^ents, 
previous  to  the  great  and  decifive  events  of  that 
day,  he  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf.     Soon 
after,  the  unprincipled  A*****,  being  corrupted 
by  Englifli  gold,  to  his  eternal  infamy,  became, 
towards  the  clofe  of  a  war  in  which  he  had  ia 
gallantly  fought,  the  wbrft  enemy  of  his  native 
country.     He  defired,   no  doubt,  to  preferve  his 
rank,  and  expefted  as  much,  as  was  clear  from 
the  confidence  with  which  he  folicited  it.     But 
the  Englilh  govemnient,  though  they  could  avail 
themfelves   of  treachery,   abhorred  the  traitor. 
A*****  lives  with  a  large  or  a  fmall  pcnfion, 
God  knows  in  what  comer  of  England,  covered 
with  ignominy,  and  aware,  that  his  name  is  never 
pronounced  by  his  fellow-countrymen  without  ab- 
horrence, and  that  he  muft  ever  be  detefted  as 
the  treacherous,  though  unfiicceisful  betrayer  of 
American  freedom.    '^  What  will  the  Americans 

do. 
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do  to  mc,  if  I  fall  into  their  hands?"  faid  he  oncd 
to  a  priibner.  "  They  will  take  away  that  leg  from 
you,  which  you  broke  in  thdr  fcrvice,  and  bury 
it  honourably,"  anfwered  the  priforter,  "  thcn^, 
by  the  other,  they  will  hang  you  up  as  a  traitor.'* 
After  ipending  an  evening  at  the  houfe  of  Sa- 
muel £l£M  in  the  country,  and  after  halting  for 
an  hour  in  Newport,  I  went  gladly  on  board  a 
fchooner  belonging  to  Bofton,  to  take  my  paffagc 
to  Providence.  I  was  to  return  within  the  fpacc 
of  two  days  from  that  town ;  as  I  cxpcfted  my 
horfe  to  arrive  within  this  time ;  and  propofed 
then  to  proceed  towards  New  London,  along  the 
great  bay  by  which  Rhode-Ifland  is  feparated 
from  the  main-land.  The  wind,  though  fair 
when  we  fet  fail,  veered  about  within  the  fpacc 
of  an  hour,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  return  to 
Newport,  after  having  been  three  hours  tacking 
about  at  fca,  without  advancing  two  miles  on  our 
voyage.  I  pafled  the  reft  of  the  day  in  Newport, 
with  my  friend  Samuel  Elem,  the  beft  of  Qua- 
kers, and  the  worth icft  of  men.  He  is  a  bachelor, 
rich,  fond  of  trade,  and  of  rural  life. 

BRISTOL.— WARREN. 

Worthy  Samuel  Elem  ftill  infifted  upon  doing 
the  honours  of  the  country  towards  me.     On  Sa- 
turday, the  24th,  he  condudcd  me  to  the  extre- 
mity 
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mity  of  the  ifland,  where  1  might  obtain  a  paf- 
lage  to  Briftol.  His  politenefs  was  joined  to  an 
engaging  fimplicity  of  manners,  extremely  differ-. 
ent  from  that  roughnefs  and  drynefs  of  addrefs, 
which  are  ufually  attributed  to  the  Quakers, 

Although  I  travelled  by  a  way  different  from 
that  by  which  I  had  entered  the  iiland,  yet  I 
could  perceive  no  remarkable  diverfity,  in  either 
the  appearance  of  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  culti- 
vation of  the  foil,  or  the  general  character  of  the 
hulbandry.  The  profpeft  of  the  bay,  of  the  iflets 
with  which  it  is  intcrfperfed,  and  the  main-land 
contiguous  to  the  bay,  is  extremely  pleafing.  The 
paffage  from  the  ifland  to  Briflol  is  a  mile  in 
breadth ;  it  is  croffed  in  a  ferry-boat  with  a  fingle 
fail ;  it  is  large,  deep,  and  fecurc :  the  only  incon- 
venience attending  it  is,  that  horfes  cannot  be 
cafily  brought  on  board  it ;  my  horfe  was  confi- 
derably  hurt  in  the  attempt. 

On  the  oppoflte  fhore,  as  far  as  to  Warren,  a 
diflance  of  fix  or  feven  miles,  the  land  is  more 
fandy,  and  more  flony,  than  in  the  ifland :  but; 
it  yields  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  of  pulfe,  that 
is  reputed  to  be  of  very  excellent  quality, 

Briftol  is  a  iinall  fea-port  town  lying  on  the 
bay.  It  carries  on  fome  trade  to  the  Antilles. 
In  the  year  1775,  the  houfes  were  almoft  all  bumt 
to  the  ground  by  Captain  ****,  who  commanded 

a  Ihiall 
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a  imaJl  EngUfh  fquailron.  They  have  been  re- 
built, and  are  now  more  numerous  than  before 
that  difaftcr. 

Warren  is  nearly  fuch  another  port-town  a» 
Briftol ;  eight  or  ten  (hips  a  year  are  built  in  it, 
Barrington,  another  rmall  fea-port  town,  which 
is  divided  from  Warren  only  by  a  river  of  its  own 
name,  was  begun  to  be  built  in  tlie  year  1  "Og, 
and  confifts  now  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
good  houfes.  Some  few  merchants  refide  in  thefe 
three  fea-port  towns;  but  the  (hips  belonging  to 
them  are  for  the  moft  part  employed  in  the  trade 
from  Providence.  Thefe  fmall  villages  are  much 
better  built  than  Newport.  The  value  of  land 
has  rifen  here  to  at  leaft  three  times  as  much  as 
it  formerly  was,  according  to  an  eftimate  founded 
upon  the  prefent  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Two  miles  beyond  Warren,  the  road  turns  to 
Providence  in  MaiTachufetts.  The  land  is  there, 
for  feveral  miles,  fo  fandy  and  boggy,  that  no 
ftoncs  can  be  found  for  fences.  On  the  other 
hand,  wood  is  fo  fcarce,  and  fo  coilly,  that  it  can 
as  little  be  applied  to  this  ufc  as  ftoncs.  Yet  the 
fields  are  enclofed  with  fences,  which,  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  height,  are  formed  of  turfs,  with 
croia-bars  of  timber  above.  In  other  places  where 
ifenes  are  not  fo  fcarce,  the  fences  are  formed 
one-half  of  ftones,  one  half  of  wood. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  it  might  be,  that  the  in- 
formation which  I  received  in  Newport,  im- 
prefled  me  with  unfavourable  prejudices  againft 
the  people  of  Rhode-Ifland :  but  1  could  not  help 
thinking,  that,  in  the  Ihort  part  of  my  wa}'  which 
now  led  through  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  I  re- 
ceived much  more  obliging  anfwers  to  my  enqui- 
ries, than  in  the  diftrid  which  I  had  left. 

I  had,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my 
reception  with  Moses  Brown,  to  whom  I  had 
a  letter  of  introduftion  from  William  Rulh.  He 
lives  in  a  farm  not  far  from  the  upper  bridge  over 
Deacon's  River,  on  the  way  to  Providence.  Mofes 
Brown  is  a  very  ftrid  Quaker ;  became  a  Quaker 
upon  conviAion  ;  and  has  been  fuch  for  the  Ipace 
of  forty  years.  He  acquired  a  confiderable  for- 
tune in  trade,  of  which  he  has  refigned  the  greater 
part  to  his  fon ;  and  he  himfelf  now  lives  in  quiet 
ceffatipn  from  bufinefs,  tranfafting  nothing  of 
that  fort  upon  his  own  a<:count.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  ruftic  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  he  feemed 
to  be  a  very  worthy  man.  He  prelTed  me  to  ftay 
with  him  for  the  evening,  telling  me,  that  he  did 
not  afk  me  in  the  way  of  empty  compliment, 
but  that  if  he  had  not  defircd  my  company,  he 
would  not  have  given  mc^  the  invitation.  I  cx- 
cu&d  myfelf,  by  jnentipning,  that  as  I  had  but 
very  little  time,  to  fpcnd  at  Providence^  and  as 
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the  weather,  though  generally  uncertain,  was  now 
feir,  I  miift,  therefore,  avail  myfelf  of  the  prejent 
moment,  and  proceed  on  my  journey. 

The  environs  of  Providence  are  more  interest- 
ing than  thofc  of  New-port :  and  they  give  to  an 
approaching  traveller,  verj'  favourable  ideas  of  the 
town  which  he  is  about  to  enter.  The  hill  at  the 
foot  of  which  the  town  lies,  and  over  which  you 
muft  pafs  into  it,  is  interfected  into  two  parts  by 
a  pa^'cd  road,  which  has  a  flow  and  gentle  de- 
Icent.  The  town  lies  on  both  fides  of  the  river : 
a  well-conftru(Sed  bridge  aiFords  a  ready  com- 
munication between  its  two  divifiona.  Lofty, 
well-built  nnd  wcU-fumifhed  houfes,  are  numer- 
ous in  this  town,  which  is  becoming  continually 
larger :  and  the  profpcft  of  an  encreafe  of  wealth 
and  populoufnefs,  has  induced  the  inhabitants  to 
fet  apart  a  confidcrable  extent  of  the  adjacent  hill 
for  new  buildings.  The  trade  of  Providence,  as 
I  mentioned  above,  is  four  or  five  times  as  great 
as  that  of  Newport.  Its  exports  are  partly  from 
this  ftate,  and  in  •  part  from  Maflachufetts  and 
Conneifticut.  A  diftiliery,  perhaps  the  greateft  in 
the  American  States,  estenfive  manufadurea  of 
nails  and  of  other  forged  iron-work,  contribute 
much  to  the  exportatiop  from  this  place. 
:  In'the  courfe  of  this  laft  year,  endeavours  have 
been  made  to  introduce  the  manufaihire  of  cot- 
ton- 
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ton-yam  and  ftufFs  into  Providence.  *The  au- 
thor of  this  undertaking  iays,  that  he.  finds  it  al- 
ready profitable :  But  I  fliould  fufpe^  thfe  to  be,' 
rather  the  boaft  of  fanguine  expecftation,  and  of 
felf-conceit,  than  the  aftual  truth  of  the  fatfts.  All 
machines  iji  Anxerica  are  indeed  riiore.or  left  pro- 
fitable :  but  the  machinery  which  requires  workr 
men  to  be  employed  about  it,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  compared  with  that  of  Europe,  where  a  truly 
good  workman  gets  pne-half  lels  than  in  America> 
cfpecially  in  its  lea-port  towns.* 

There  are  fome  Ihips  from  Providence  engaged 
in  the  accurfed  traffic  of  negroes,  in  contempt  of 
the  orders  of  Congrefs,  by  which  it  has  been  for- 
bidden. The  metchants  concerned  in  this  trade 
perfiiade  tjiemfelves,  that  Congrefs  cannot  alter 
the  Conftitution;  and  therefore  think,  that  in 
fpite  of  whatever  Congrefs  fliall  order,  they  may 
continue  the  flave- trade  till  1808,  the  year  fixed 
in  the  Conftitution  for  its  final  ceflation.  They 
allege  farther,  that  every  ftate  poffeffes  a  right  to 
decide  for  itfelf  in  regard  to  this  traffic ;  and  that 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  has  not,  as  yet,  made 
ariy-enadlmei^t  againft  it.  They  therefore  pur- 
chafe  negroes,  and  carry  them  to  fale  in  Georgia, 

*  Farther  details  concerning  the  trade  of  this  place,  with 
an  account  of  the  trade  and  conftitution  of  Rhode-Tlland, 
may  be  feen  in  the  journal  of  the  tour  of  1796. 

U  2  where 
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where  there  is  no  prohibition  of  any  fort  igainfi: 
the  trade.  Nearly  twenty  fhips  from  the  harbours 
of  the  United  States  are  employed  in  the  impor- 
tation of  negroes  to  Georgia,  and  to  the  Weft- 
India  ifles. 

I  am  furprifed,  that,  while  there  is  fo  ftrong 
arid  general  a  difapprobation  of  this  whole  trade, 
ftnd  while  it  is  in  fuch  diredt  contradid:ion  to  the 
Ipirlt  of  freedom,  and  to  the  predominant  fenti- 
ments  throughout  America,  Congrefs  Ihould  ncg- 
left  to  tnterpofe,  and  entirely  fupprefs  it  here.  I 
Was  informed,  that  this  is  about  to  happen :  But 
it  is  likewife  to  be  owned,  that  the  merchants  of 
Rhode-Ifland  carry  on  the  flave-trade  in  a  way- 
lefs  offenfive  to  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it 
is  conduced  by  the  merchants  of  Europe.  They 
take. but  one  negro -for  every  ton  of  the  ihip; 
while  the  Englifli  merchants,  it  is  faid,  take  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  negroes  a  ton.  Even  in 
fetters,  the  negroes  have  more  room,  and  fufFer 
lefs.  The  fhips  engaged  in  this  trade  are  ufuajly 
not  very  large ;  and  the  negroesj  as  1  was  affured, 
commonly  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  deftination 
in  good  health. 

There  goes  but  a  fmgle  vefTel  from  Providence 

to  the  whale -fifliery.     Ill  fuccefs  has  occafioned 

fome  .others,  which  were  formerly  employed  in 

the  fame  61hery,  to  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The 

maritime 
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maritime  traffic  from  Providence  is  principally 
that  to  China,  and  to  Nootka  Soi^nd.     The  aug- 
mentation of  the  number  of  the  fhips  belon^ng 
to  this  port,  the  incre?ile,  and  the  improved  ele- 
gance of  the  buildings,  is  more  the  confequepfie 
of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  of  fhc  placf , 
than  of  any  new  refort  of  foreigners  to  fettle  hejf  * 
This  ixnall  flate,  fituate  in  the  middle  of  Ne^ 
England,  differs  much  from  that  ftate,  by  pecjjli- 
arity  of  cuftoms,  usages,  and  opinions,  whicJ^> 
whedier  good  or  bad,  have  neceffarily  a  great  ijjt-- 
fluence  upon  the  government.  There  feenjs  tg  Ijp 
a  genexal  deiire  for  a  change  of  the  confti^utiofi 
of  Rhode-Ifland, 

The  population  of  this  whole  ftate  amounts  to 
about  fixty-eight  thoufand  fouls.  The  higheft 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  twenty-thoufand  dolhn?s 
in  the  year.  When  it  is  confidered,  that  the  Go- 
vernors falary  is  only  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fi;^ 
dollars  and  two-thirds ;  and  that  the  members  qf 
the  aflcmbly  receive  no  falary ;  this  moderate  {nm 
will  not  be  thought  inadequate  to  the  pwrpqftis  ,tp 
which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Newport  furnifhes  tluree 
thouiand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  ddilars,  two- 
thirds  of  this  fum  ;  and  Providence  contributes 
feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
The  taxes  paid  by  the  country  are  nearly  equal  to 
rthofe  from  the  tovms.    Thet^  are  but  few  poor 

U  3  to 
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to  be  maintained  by  public  charity,  in  it.  The 
Quakers  are  not  much  in  favour  here.  They 
have  an  aufterity  in  their  appearance,  an  extrava- 
gance in  their  principles,  and  an  oddity  in  this 
ftate.  The  roads  are  repaired  by  the  common 
labour  of  the  inhabitants.  No  extraordinary  ex- 
pcnce  is  ever  appHed  to  the  improvement  of  the 
roads.  The  ilate  is  fo  fmall,  that  thefe  people  give 
themfelves  very  little  concern  about  highways. 
In  travelling,  they  call  the  roads  good  or  bad, 
without  farther  care.  When  there  is  any  thing 
of  indifpenfible  necefllity  to  be  done  to  them,  they 
then  raife  a  voluntary  fubfcription  to  accomplifii  it. 
The  number  of  people  really  opulent  in  this 
ftate,  is  not  confiderable ;  nor  is  the  number  much 
greater  of  thole  who  afieift  the  appearance  of 
wealth  ;  for  this  laft  is  prevented  by  the  demo- 
cratical  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  by  the  tone 
of  public  opinion  throughout  the  country.  There 
are,  befides,  certain  taxes  impofed,  particularly 
upon  thofe  who  live  in  a  fumptuous  %le.  There 
is  in  Providence  a  college  for  the  education  of 
youth  in  the  differait  branches  of  learning ;  but 
fo  far  is  it  from  being  very  eminent  or  in  high  re- 
putation, that  they  who  wifh  to  give  their  chil- 
dren a  good  education,  fend  them  to  Maflachu- 
ietts  or  Connedicut.  The  funds  for  the  fupport 
of  this  college  were  bellowed  chiefly  by  Baptifts ; 
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in  confequence  of  which  it  is  fettied,  that  the 
prefident,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  other  teach- 
ers, mull  belong  to  that  religion ;  and  they  are, 
therefore,  chiefly  young  perfons  of  the  Baptift  fe6l 
who  are  educated  in  it;  The  Quakers  are  not 
much  in  favour  here.  They  have  an  aufterity  in 
their  appearance,  an  extravagance  in  their  princi- 
ples, and  an  oddity  in  their  ciiftoms,  and  even  in 
their  drefs,  which,  in  my  opinion,  differ  widely 
and  difadvantageoufly  from  the  amiable  fimplicity 
of  the  charafter  and  manners  of  the  Quakers  of 
Philadelphia. 

But  here,  as  elfewhere,  the  Quakers  ftrongly 
difapprove  of  flavery,  and  of  the  traffic  in  negroes. 
On  this  account  they  are  looked  on  with  an  evil 
eye  by  the  flave  owners ;  becaufe  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  ftate  renders  it  exceedingly  eaiy  for  the  flaves 
receiving  any  encouragement  to  that  efFcd:,  to 
make  their  efcape  from  their  mafters. 

In  Providence  there  are  fome  rich  merchants, 
who  expend  their  wealth  by  living  in  a  confider- 
ably  fumptuous  ftyle.  Such  are  Meflrs.  Cl,ark 
and  Nightingale.  1  had  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  them.  The  former  received  me  very  hof- 
pitably,  and  feemed  to  be  a  man  of  fouiid  intel- 
ligence, and  confiderable  information.  By  him 
I  was  introduced  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  town, 
who  had  lately  returned  from  France. ;  This  man 
fpoke  ftrongly  againft  the  revolution,  and  the 

U  4  crimes 
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Crimea  to  which  it  had  given  birth.  He,  at  the 
fame  time,  related,  that  at  the  Caftle  of  Vin- 
cenncs,  he  had  obtained  an  excellent  bargain  of 
the  property  of  an  emigrant,  and  named  others 
who  had  been  as  great  gainers  as  he,  by  the  pro- 
fcriptions  and  confifcations  ;  I  know  not  the  gen- 
tleman's name ;  if  I  did,  I  ftiould  think  it  my 
duty  to  make  it  public.  ' 

The  richeft  merchant  in  Providence  is  John 
Brown,  brother  to  Mofes  Brown,  the  Quaker 
above  mentioned.  In  one  part  of  the  town  he 
has  accomplilhed  things  that,  even  in  Europe, 
would  appear  confiderable.  At  his  own  expence 
he  has  opened  a  pallage  through  a  hill  to  the  river, 
and  has  tlicre  built  wharfs,  houfes,  an  extenfive 
diftillery,  and  even  a  bridge,  by  which  the  road 
from  Newport  to  Providence  is  ftiortened  by  at 
leaft  a  mile.  He  has  Ibid  many  of  his  houfes.  At 
his  wharfs  are  a  number  of  veffels,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  receiving  or  difcharging  cargoes.  In  his 
diftillery  he  maintains  a  great  number  of  oxen, 
the  labour  of  which  is  extremely  ufeful,  and  a 
great  faving  of  expence  to  him.  I  had  no  letter 
of  introduftion  to  him;  and  my  flay  in  Provi- 
dence was  too  fliort  to  admit  of  my  becoming 
acquainted  with  him.  I  exceedingly  regretted  to 
find  myfclf  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  -vvithout 
converting  with  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofe  efta- 
bliihmcnts,  and  the  fucceis  of  whofe  trade,  evince 

him 
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him  to  be  a  perfon  of  ^xtraordxnasy  iitteUigence 
and  enlargement  of  mind. 

At  Providence,  and  throughout  the  whole  fiatej 
the  produce  of  the  land  is  nearly  the  fame  a3  in 
the  ifland.  It  yields  of  maize  from  fifteen  tO 
twenty  bulhels  an  acre,  and  of  other  fxroduoe  iti 
proportion.  There  are  two  churches  in  Proyi- 
dence,  one  for  Anabaptifts,  another  for  Prcfbyte-^ 
rians.  ^They  are  diftinguifhed  for  the  neatnej& 
and  fimplicity  in  their  ftru6tute  and  decorations^ 

The  wages  to  Ihip-carpentcrs  and  other  la* 
bourers  are  nearly  the  fame  in  Newport  «nd  Pro* 
vidence,  as  in  New  Bedford.  But  BCgrpes  cure 
almoft  the  only  fervants  to  be  ieenu 

The  ftate  of  Rhode- liland,  and  particuladgr 
the  iiland,  havefuffered  a  confidprable  lp&  pf  po» 
pulation  by  emigration  to  the  newly  occupied 

• 

lands^  and  in  particular  to  Canada.  Fewer  'm 
proportion  have  gone  from  Maffachufctts  than 
from  this  ftate.  Befides,  Maflachufetts  is  receiv- 
ing ^  continual  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  There 
are  banks  in  both  thefe  ftat^;.  That  of  Newport 
is  of  recent  eredion.  Its  notes  arc  gcaaerally  for 
one  dollar  each. 

SCITUATE  AND  FISH'S  TAVERN. 

Scituate  is  a  townlhip.     Fifli's'  Tavern,  where 

I  pafled  Sunday,  is  at  the  jiiftance  of  tw£nty*-i» 

miles. 
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miles  from  the  town.  The  road  thither,  leads 
over  hills,  is  ftony,  merged,  and  indeed  as  bad  as 
a  road  can  poffibly  be.  The  ferther  you  proceed 
on  the  way  from  the  Providence,  ib  much  the 
more  barren  is  the  appearance  of  the  foil,  and 
ib  much  poorer  and  more  unfrcquent  are  the 
dwelling-houfes.  There  is  an  extejifive  trafl,  of 
wood,  confifting  chiefly  of  dwarfifh  oaks,  firs,  and 
birches.  The  meadows  are  indifferent,  and  un- 
improved by  culture  ;  jet  fome  prett}^  good  cat- 
tle are  to  be  feen  upon  them.  Sometimes  thefe 
meadows  open  in  the  midft  of  the  wood ;  in 
other  inftances  they  are  only  adjacent  to  it. 
Some  of  the  fmall  rivers  put  in  motion  faw-miils, 
and  iron-works,  which  have  been  erected  upon 
them ;  yet  all  has  an  air  of  poverty  and  mean- 
nefs.  Some  beautiful  vales  are  feen  as  one  travels 
along  this  road.  The  weather  is  fo  rainy,  that 
even  the  worfl  meadows  difplay  an  extraordinary 
luxuriance  of  grafs  for  this  time  of  .the  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I  found  there  Mr. 
Trumbull,  a  member  of  Congrefs,  who  was 
on  a  journey  with  his  family.  I  had  feen  him 
once  before  in  Philadelphia. 

NORWICH  AND  NEW  LONDON. 
After  paffmg  Fifh's  Tavern,   I  found  my  way 
not  quite  fo  bad,  for  about  feven  miles  farther, 

ftill 


THE  UNITED.  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.    2gg 

ftill  within  the  territory  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
through  a  trafi:  of  country  nearly  limilar  to  that 
by  which  1  had  come  hither.  When  I  had  en- 
tered the  confines  of  Gonnefticut,  I  found  both 
the  land  and  the  roads  in  a  better  condition.  On 
the  borders  the  foil  is  nearly  the  fame,  but  in  a 
better  ftate  of  cultivation.  The  houfes,  indeed, 
are  aot  greatly  better.  Yet  both  *  thefe  and  the 
fields,  the  farther  you  advance,  affume  a  more 
advantageous  appearance.  There  are  a  good  many 
ftreams  of  mo4erate  breadth ;  and  though  along 
the  whole  road  the  land  be  light  and  fandy,  yet 
the  hay-ftacks  are  frequent  and  large,  and  the 
number  of  the  cattle  muft,  of  courfe,  be  confi- 
derable.  At  Norwich  are  a  number  of  mills, 
forges,  and  faw- works.  This  fmall  town  lies  pii 
a  crepk  or  river,  which  falls  into  the  river  Thames, 
juft  where  that  river  begins  to  be  navigable.  The 
harbour  lies  at  about  two  miles  diftance. 

From  Norwich  to  New  London  the  foil  is  bet- 
ter, though  ftill  light.  The  furface  of  the  coun- 
try is  diverfified  by  feVeral  vales,  through  which 
various  fmall  rivers,  creeks,  and  ftreamlets,  dif- 
charge  their  waters  into  the  Thames.  Clumps  of 
trees,  like  thofe  in  England,  are  fcattcred  over  all 
the  fields.  The  profped:  is  not  cxtenfivc,  but 
fmiling  and  agreeable.  The  houfes  are  larger,  and 
more  handfomcly  decorated. '  The  inhabitants  arq 

better 


300  TRAVELS  THKOL'GH 

better  clad,  and  make  as  good  an  appearance  as 
thofc  of  Maflachufetts.  One  part  of  tJie  road  is 
in  a  very  good  Hate  of  repair,  and  a  toll  is  ex- 
a<Sed  for  horfes  and  waggons  paffing  along  it. 
The  navigation  of  t!ic  river  admits  veflels  of  an 
hundred  tons  biirtlien  to  come  up  as  far  as  Nor- 
wich ;  and  this,  writh  the  trade  of  New  London, 
gives  an  air  of  a(Sivity  and  animation  to  the  whole 
country  adjacent.  You  enter  the  town  by  a  paf- 
fage  cut  over  the  declivity  of  a  hill ;  perhaps  leis 
carefully  tinillied  than  that  at  Providence,  yet  not 
precipitous,  and  far  from  being  bad. 

New  London  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at 
two  mlcs  diftance  from  the  fea.  Its  principal 
ftrcet  is  a  mile  in  length.  The  houfes  do  not 
(land  clofe  together ;  but  the  intervals  between 
them  aie  fmall,  and  are  every  day  more  and  more 
filled  up  with  new  buildings.  An  adjacent  flreet, 
running  parallel  to  tlie  main  ftreet,  contains  feve- 
ral  confiderable  and  handfbme  houfes.  New  Lon- 
don was  burnt  in  the  year  1 781,  by  the  Englilh, 
under  the'diredion  of  the  *******  Arnold  ; 
and  the  danaage  done  on  that  occaiion  was  ^qual 
to  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  It 
.is  at.prefent  among  the  towns  of  the  fourth  order ; 
and  though  it  be  environed  with  rocks,  its  aipe<51: 
is  fufficiently  agreeable. 

New  London  is  reckoned  the  principal  fea-port 
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towh  in  Conne6Hcufc  The  atichoragb  is  fafe ; 
the  depth  of  water  cohfiderabk ;  the  eiitiran^e 
difficult.  The  harbour  is  protefted  by  the  two 
forts  of — Grrefworth,  on  the  eaft  banks  of  the 
Thames, — and  Trumbull,  on  the  oppofite  bank 
on  which  the  town  ftands.  1  faw  only  the  latt6t> 
which  is  in  a  bad  condition. 

But,  attention  to  theie  fortifications  is  the  left 
neceflary,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  trfthe  river. 
Ships  belonging  to  Norwich  take  in  their  cargoes 
at  New  London ;  thole  which  exceed  one  hun* 
dred  and  twenty  tons  burthen,  take  their  lading 
in  Connefticut  River,  at  Newhaven. 

In  regard  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  diftriA  of 
New  London  lately  extended  to  Connefticut 
River.  The  reprefentations  of  the  merchants  on 
the  latter  river,  to  the  laft  feffion  of  Gongrefs^ 
procured  the  port  of  this  river  to  be  ereiJled  into 
a  new  commercial  diftrift;  and  the  -diftriA  rf 
New  London  to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of  NeW 
London,  Norwich,  and  Stonington,  a  fmall  port 
on  the  river  Stoneg,  in  that  part  of  Connefticut 
which  is  adjacent  to  Rhode-Ifland.  The  diftrift 
of  New  London  employs,  at  prefent,  about  'fix 
thoufand  tons  of  ihipping  in  the  foreign  trade, 
an  equal  quantity  in  the  coafl:ing  trade,  and  fi± 
or  feven  fmall  veflels  which  belong  to  Stonihg- 
ton,  and  are  engaged  in  the  capture  of  ftock  fiflies. 

The 
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The  veflela  belonging  to  the  foreign  trade  arc,  at 
-an  average,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  tons  burthen 
each.  Thofe  in  the  coafting  trade  are  veffels  of 
eighty  tons.  The  exports  from  New  London 
were,  in  the  year  17Q\,  five  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars 
in  value;  in  1792,  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars ; 
in  1793,  five  htmJred  and  forty-eight  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars ;  in  17g4,five 
hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  iixty-ciglit  dollars;  in  1 7Q5,  five  hundred  and 
feventeen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars. 

The  exports  from  New  London  are  ient,  al- 
mofl;  all,  to  the  Weft  India  ifles.  They  confiil 
of  horfes,  dried  beef  and  pork,  mules,  fowls,  cat- 
tle of  all  forts,  beans  and  peafe,  tiniber,  butter, 
cheefe,  and  fait  filh.  Thefe  articles  are  named 
here  in  the  order  of  the  quantities  in  which  thej 
are  exported :  that  of  which  there  is  the  greatcft 
proportion  exported,  being  named  firft ;  and  that 
laft,  of  which  the  exportation  is  the  fmalleft. 
Horfes  and  black  cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers in  this  ftate ;  but  a  great  proportion  of  thofc 
which  are  hence  exported,  come  from  the  north- 
em  ftates  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
flure,  and  Maflachufetts. 

The 
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The  negligence  of  the .  merGharits  of  Albany, 
which  fufFers  a  profitable  trade  to  be  carried  away 
from  them ;  and  the  aftivity  of  the  failors  and 
merchants  of  New  London,  in  lading  and  unlad- 
ing their  veffels;  are  the  principal  caufes  which 
enable  the  people  of  this  port  to  engrofs  fb  much 
of  a  traffic  fo  advantageous.  It  is  affirmed,  that 
though  the  cattle  be  crowded  together  in  the  vef- 
fels/ to  an  incredible  number,  not  one  out  of  an 
hundred  dies  in  die  paflage.  The  Ihip-owner  lup- 
plies  the  fodder,  which  is  always  the  beft  that  can 
be  procured.  The  captain  has  a  certain  monthly 
hire,  but  no  Ihare  in  the  profits  of  the  freight ; 
only,  when  he  is  intrufted  with  the  charge  of  the 
fale  in  the  iflands,  he  then  receives  five  per  cent 
commiffion. 

All  the  cattle  exported  from  Norwich>  and  ^ 
often  alio  thofe  from  Connedlicut  River,  come  by 
land  to  New  London,  and  are  there  put  on  board 
iuch  vefTels  as  are  ready  to  receive  them.  Salteci 
pork  and  beef,  butter  and  cheefe,  arc  likewifc  ex- 
'ported  from  this  harbour,  in  large  quantities,  to 
the  other  flates.  Many  of  the  fhips  which  con- 
vey thefe  cargoes,  take  returning  cargoes  to  Eu-<, 
rope,  or  to  the  colonies.  The  whole  exportation 
to  Europe  confifts  of  not  more  than  a  dozen  ihip's 
cargoes  a  year,  which  go  to  England  or  Ireland, 
and  confift  of  wood,  lintfecd,  potatoes^  pearl-afhes, 

and 


JM  TKATBU  THKOVGB 

and  fumac,  which  a  meichant  of  this  port  pre- 
pares for  exportation,  by  an  invention  of  his  own, 
for  the  fole  benefit  of  which  he  enjoys  a  patent 
right  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years.  The  fumac 
grows  in  great  plenty  on  the  uncleared  grounds. 
It  is  firft  cut  into  ftnall  pieces,  and  dried,  then 
reduced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  and  in  this  condition 
applied  to  the  purpofes  of  dyeing.  It  is  fold  at 
the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  and  one- third  a  barrel ; 
and  for  thefe  laft  two  years  there  have  been  ex- 
"^ ported  not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  barrels  a  year. 

As  to  the  fiihery,  the  places  where  the  fiflies 
are  taken,  is  at  fuch  a  diftance,  tliat  the  fiflies 
cannot  be  brought  to  New  London  to  be  dried. 
Thisbufinefs  is  carried  on  between  the  ifles  adja- 
cent to  the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  coafts  of 
Labrador  ;  but,  for  ready  fale,  the  fifli  is  brought 
to  New  London,  and  thence  to  the  colonies,  and 
to  New  Yorii  or  Bofton.  The  veflels  are  then 
freighted,  ufually  to  the  colonies,  rarely,  if  ever, 
to  Europe.  The  merchants  of  Connefticut  have 
not  fufficient  capital  to  enable  them  to  await  the 
flow  return  of  money  from  the  trade  to  Europe. 
The  cargoes  fent  from  Connefticut,  are  almoft 
all  deftined  for  Boflon  or  New  York.  There  are, 
however,  fome  exceptions. 

The  veffels  of  this  port  do  not  all  belong  to  the 
merchants  of  New  London.     Some  of  them  are 

the. 
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and  New  York.  Few  iperchants  in  ConndkftidOf 
trade  to  the  extent  of  more  tfeSn  thirty  4h6trfand 
dollars,  even  indnding  with  thei*  ^"pitistl,  fh^^ 
credit,  which,  indeed,  does  not  go  faf .  The  c&f^K 
idc\  of  the  merchants  e^rience^  here  a  totadh^ 
finaller  annual  augmetitation,  thait^in  any  othci? 
port  of  America.  iA  the  courfe  of  thefe  kft 
years,  it  has  iAcreafed  about  a  fifth  jiart ;  an<l  itt! 
thi^  increment  is  rncliided  the  improvement  ahA 
iiicreafe  of  the  buildings  of  the  tov^n.  I  receiVetf 
all  theft  particulars  of  information  from  Mr. 
Huntington,  collector  of  the  cuftoms  for  thisi 
port ;  a  man  of  integrity,  difcemmerit,  and  coi?-'' 
reft  information. 

The  beft  land  in  the  whole  diftrift,  which  lies 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  does  not  coft 
Aiore  than  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  IS  ave- 
rage rate  is  Oft e-thifd  more  than  ih  Rhode- Iflaiid, 
including  the"  ifle.  The  price  of  labour  is  alfo 
higher  hfere.  Labourers  in"  hufbaridiy  ifeceive  here 
two-thirds  of  a  dollar  a  day,  or  from  thirteen  £o 
fourteen  dollars  a  month.  The  winter,  or  the 
time  in  which  the  cattle  muft  be  fupplied  with 
di^  fodder,  lafts  from  four  months  and  a  histlf  to 
five  months.  Many  of  the  ^J^^  nerfrer*  hoult; 
their  dattle.  There  is,  on^this  account j  a'^  vs^ht  of 
ft'alls  and  cow-hofifes;    but  the  ihore  opuleht 

Vol.  II.  X  farmers 
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farriers  are  more  carcfiil  of  their  cattle  in  thfr 
winter. 

New  London  contaiiM  four  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. It  has  a  bank  that  was  ellablilhed  in  the 
year  1 782,  and  of  which  the  capital  Js  fifty  thbu- 
iand  dollars.  It  has,  however,  been  augmented 
by  other  fifty  thoufaiid  dollars.  The  manage- 
ment is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  bank  at  Hartford, 
but  I  am  not  able  to  explain  it.  The  notes  arc 
for  a  dollar.  The  dividend  upon  the  capital  is 
tbjce  and  a  half  and  four  per  cent.,  payable  half 
yearly.  New  London  is  the  principal  town  of 
the  county  of  the  fame  name.  Jt  contains  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  five 
hundred  are  flaves. 


Proceeding  from  New  Ixjndon  to  Hartford,  I 
was  obliged  to  travel  back,  by  the  way  of  Nor- 
wich. But  inftead  of  pafifmg  that  town,  I  went 
by  its  fea-port,  which  is  named  Chelfea,  and  is 
faid  to  lie  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the 
moll  populous  part  of  the  town  of  Norwich. 
The  riveri  which  is  formed  by  the  jundlion  of  the 
ftuinaboug  and  the  Shetuckct,  begins  here  to 
take  the  name  of  the  Thames.  The  Thames  is 
iai>d  to  be  every  where  twelve  feet  deep,  and  is 
here  sbout  an-eighth  part  of  a  mile  in  breadth. 

There 
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There  might  be  in  it,  as  I  pafled,  about  a  dozen 
fchooners,  yachts,  and  brigs.  On  the  two  lidea 
of  the  river  there  might  be  from  one  hundred  to 
two  hundred  handfome  houfes.  Some  of  thefe 
houfes  were  of  a  very  good  appearance  ;  and  there 
was  a  communication  between  the  two  fides  of 
the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge.  A  mile  from  the 
bridge  on  the  way  to  Norwich,.  Quinaboug  is 
lecn  to  precipitate  itfelf  over  fome  pretty  high 
rocks,  with  a  cataraft  which  is  well  worthy  of 
being  feen,  particularly  on  account  of  its  bold 
precipitous  fituation,  and  the  height  of  the  rockis 
by  which  it  is  formed,  as  well  as  on  account  of 
the  uncommon  appearance  which  is  occafioncd' 
by  the  fall  of  the  water. 

The  bank  of  Norwich,  which  was  eftablifhed 
in  the  month  of  May  1795,  is  formed  upon  the 
lame  plan  as  that  of  Hartford.  Its  capital  confifts 
of  from  fifty  thoufand  to  two  hundred  thouiand 
dollars ;  for  by  the  conftitution  of  the  bank,  it 
may  be  augmented  from  the  fmallefl:  to  the  largeft 
of  thefe  films.  The  Ihares  are  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each ;  and  the  notes,  of  which  there  have  not 
yet  been  many  ifiTued,  are  for  half  a  dollar. 

Norwich  and  Chelfea  contain,  together,  about 
three  thouiand  inhabitants.  -  Mills  of  all  forts  are 
fituate  in  the  vicinity ;  and  their  bufinefs  is  very 
confiderablc, 

X  2  Between 
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c  Norwich  anci  Lebanon,  partlcularry 
,  vie  ity  of  Norwich,  there  is  a  good  deal 
lod  to  ae  fcen.  AJrooft  all  the  tops  of  the 
iro  ci  ^^ed  with  it.  The  declivities,  and  the 
vithm  view  of  which  the  way  leads,  arc,  lo 
icral,       ler  mUtivation. 


hi  Conncflicnt,  the  lands  arc,  for  the  greater 
jart,  appropriated  as  pafturage  for  cattle.  Tho 
environs  of  Lebanon-yield  more,  in  this  way, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  State.  The  townfhip 
Ijes  in  the  county  of  Windham,  which  containi 
about  twenty- nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  fixty  are  negroes.  The  popula- 
tion of  Lebanon  amounts  to  about  four  thoufand 
fouls.  Thofe  houfes,  which  arcfituatcd  together, 
ipay  be  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  him- 
dred  and  fixty;  they  He  all  in  a  fingle  ftreet, 
which  is  between  two  and  three  hundred  toife* 
in  width,  and  fervcs  as  a  fort  of  common  pafturc 
for  the  cattle.  The  houfes  are,  in  general,  fmall, 
but  neat ;  and,  if  they  exhibit  no  fhew  of  afflu- 
ence, as  little  do  they  prcfent  any  marks  of  the 
•wretchcdnefs  of  poverty.  Such  is,  in  general,  the 
appearance  of  the  houfes  thfoughout  Connecti- 
cut. 

Befide  fliecp  and  fwine,  of  which  the  breed  is 

good 
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^good,  and  the  number  every  where  cohfidctabie, 
the  people  of  Lebanon  keep,  in  geti^eral^  for  every 
two  acres  of  land  an  ox,  a  cow,  and  a  rtiuk.  Thty 
^11  off,  every  year,  a  fourth  part  of  their  blatk 
cattle,  without  diftinftion  of  age.  But  horfes  are 
not  fold  before  they  be  three  years  old;  nor  muleS, 
till  they  be  two  years  old.  The  farmers  purchafe 
mules  for  the  work  of  their  farms,  at  the  rate  of 
forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  head. 

A  more  fkilful  hufbandry,  a  careful  choice  atid 
culture  of  grafs-feeds,  a  judicious  nianuring  of 
the  lands,  an  attentive  watering  and  cleaning  df 
the  meadows,  might  render  the  profits  of  the  far- 
mer feveral  times  greater  than  they  at  prefcht  aife. 
The  exceflively  high  price  of  labour  may  bie  al- 
ledged  here,  as  elfewhere,  to  be  the  great  reafbh 
of  the  prefent  imperfedlion  of  the  hufbandry  of 
Connedlicut.  Yet  flich  a  reafon  can  have  lefs 
force  in  the  cafe  of  paflurage  than  in  that  of  til- 
lage. The  true  caufes  are  ignorance  and  a  bigottcd 
perfeverance  in  old  prafticps.  Very  little  of  the 
land  here  receives  the  benefit  of  manure.  No 
pains  is  ufed  to  coUecEl  the  dung  which  might  be 
eafily  accumulated  in  large  quantities.  The  la- 
bourers can  earn  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a 
nrionth.  The  bcfl  land  oofb  twenty  dollars  an 
acre. 

The  houfe  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  member  of  the 

X  3  Congrefs 
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Congrcfs  has,  like  himfelf,  an  air  of  fimplicitj  and 
modcfty.  One  finds  it  ncceflary  to  make  an  cfFtMl 
of  the  mind,  and  to  lay  afide  European  prejudices^ 
in-order  to  reconcile  one's  felf  to  the  idea,  that 
this  is  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  richeft  men  in  the 
State,  a  man  who  holds  one  of  the  moft  import- 
ant places  in  the  federal  government.  I  cannot 
fufficicntiy  praife  the  hofpitality  with  which  he 
received  me,  or  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  wor- 
thy family.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  u  brother  who  is 
famous  for  his  genius  in  painting.  He  has  un- 
dertakena  feriesof  hiftorical  paintings  qf  the  moll 
remarkable  events  of  the  war,  by  which  his  coun- 
try's independence  was  ellablilhcd.  Several  oC 
thefe  have  been  already  exhibited  in  England, 
fnice  the  eflablifhrncnt  of  the  prcfcnt  government 
of  the  United  States.  . 


The  land  between  Lebanon  and  Hartford  is 
nearly  in  the  lame  ftate,  as  far  as  I  have  fccn,  with 
the  other  parts  of  Connecticut.  The  wood  is 
chiefly  line  oak  and  hickor}',  A  few  lirge  trees, 
are  fingly  fcattered  here  and  there  in  the  open 
fields.  The  wood  has  the  appearance  of  having 
either  been  long  fmcc  planted;  or  elfe  of  belonging 
to  the  old  native  woods  of  America.  The  foil 
is  light,-  and  is  very  much  covered  with  ftoncs ; 
though. 
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though,  what  is  furprizing,  the  houfes  are  all  ^f 
wood-  The  land  is,  every  where,  more  *  ox  leis 
hilly.  It  indeed  expands  into  a  fine  plain  for  the 
fpace  of  eighty  miles,  along  Conne<9:icut  Riven 
The  foil  confifts  chiefly  of  a  hard  gravel  or  fand, 
The  meadows  exhibit  more  of  a  lively  verdure, 
and  the  dwelling-houfes,  every  where  confider- 
ably  numerous  in  this  ftate,  become  ftill  more 
fo,  the  nearer  you  approach  to  Hartford.  You 
are  rowed  acrofs  the  river  in  a  feny-boat,  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town. 

I  felt  myfelf  difappointed  when  I  heard  that 
Colonel  Wat  WORTH  was  not  in  the  town.  I 
had  become  acquainted  with  him  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  he  had  given  me  a  preffing  invitation 
to  viiit  him  here.  In  the  €xpe<ftation  of  finding 
him,  I  had  negledled  to 'procure  letters  to  any 
"pther  perfon  in  this  place.  It  was  farther  un- 
lucky, that  feveral  perfons,  whofe  wealth  and  per- 
fonal  importance  ranked  them  among  the  ,moft 
eminent  men  in  the  United  States,  were,  howr 
ever,  unable  to  give  fatisfaftory  anfwcrs  to  thoie 
enquiries  which  I  was  the  moft  defirous  to  make ; 
and  I  thus  faw  myfelf  likely  to  be  difappointed  iii 
my  attempts  to  obtain  any  particular  information 
concerning  a  town  that  is  accounted  to  be  the 
chief  place  in  the  State  of  Connedlicut.  Yet,  in 
two  or  three  houfes,  into  which  I  gained  admif- 

X4  lion, 
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■|ion,  and  in  an  inn  that  was  much  frequented  by 
the  people  of  the  town,  I  met  with  fomc  hoipi- 
tablc  and  intelligent  perfons  who  rcfuled  not  ta 
favour  me  with  anAvers  to  the  quellions  wliich  I 
put  to  them.  The  following  is  tlie  fiibilance  of 
what  I  was  thus  able  to  Icarn, 

I .  Hartford  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inha- 
bitants. Their  number  is  yearly  increafing  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  the  population  of  New- 
London  incrcafes.  3.  From  fixty  to  eighty  vcfFcls 
of  from  twenty  to  fixty  tons  each,  belong  to  this 
port,  agreeably  to  what  I  was  told  at  New  Lon- 
don. Some  fhips  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen 
afg,  at  prelent,  in  building.  TheJe  muft  iail, 
without  a  lading,  down  the  rtver,  as  its  ufual 
depth  is  not  above  iix  feet  of  water.  3.  The 
traffic  of  Hartford  is,  as  to  the  exportation  of  pro- 
'  vifions,  the  places  to  which  thefe  are  exported, 
and  the  cargoes  brought  in  return,  of  the  fame 
fort  with  that  of  New  London.  4.  Land  in  thefe 
p4rts.coft§,  in  the  purchafe  of  a  farm,  from  thirty 
tp  forty  dpJlars  an  acre ;  and  it  yields  crops  of 
wheat.  5.  The  manufadure  of  cloth  which  had 
been,  fomc  years,  eftablilhed  here,  in  which  Co- 
Ipftel  Watworthhad  a  large  concern,  and  which 
ha4  been  carried  to  no  inconfiderable  pcrfcdion, 
is  now  in  the. decline.  Thofe  who  firft  engaged 
ift  this  manuiacSure,  have  rclinquiihcd  it.  Their 
.     '.  fuccclibrs 
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fiiccdfors  are  threatened  with  great  lofles,  in  con^ 
ifiquence  of  the  fcarcity  of  workmen :  for,  it  is 
^  much  more  profitable  to  go  to  fea  as  mariners  ; 
an<J  there  are  fo  many  invit^itions  to  fettle  in  the 
country  as  petty  farmers ;  that  but  few,  in  com^ 
pariibn,  are  difpofed  to  remain  in  the  condition 
of  working  artifans  in  a  manufafture.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  are  adverfe  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
manufaftures  in  the  United  States  in  general. 
Yet,  fince  machinery,  applicable  to  almoft  all  the 
s^rts,  is  fo  eafily  moved  by  the  force  of  water  and 
fire,  the  fame  quantity  of  human  labour  is  no 
longer  necefTary  to  manufactures. 

But,  the  neceffity  for  manufacturing  eftablilh- 
ments  is  not  fo  great  in  Connedlicut  as  in  many 
other  places.  For  it  is  here  ufual  for  every  fa- 
mily to  prepare  their  own  clothing  ;  fo  that  the 
expence  of  clothing  from  Europe  is  little  felt  by 
the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hartford  is  a  fmall  town,  regularly  built,  and 
interfered  by  a  fmall  rivtr  which  defcends,  in 
its  approach  to  this  town,  through  many  bcautifirf 
meadows ;  and  llich  meadows  are  very  frequent  in 
thefe  parts.  The  houfes  are  fmall  and  neat ;  no 
one  of  them,  being  of  a  better  appearance  than 
the  reft,  A  houfe  is  now  in  building  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  meetitigs  of  the  affembly  of  the 
reprefentativcs  of  the  State,  which  are  held,  al- 
ternately, 
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tcmatel)',  in  Hartford  and  Ncwhaven.  The  foun- 
dations pf  this  houfe  arc  laid  with  great  iblidity 
nf  ftruciurc,  and  are  built  of  a  fort  of  red  Hone 
that  U  common  in  this  country.  Its  two  upper 
ftories  are  of  bricks;  and  die  whole  is  ^Imoft 
finiflicd.  Its-  appearance  is  verj'  good ;  but.  it  has 
a  i>lainncfs  and  fimpllcity,  of  which  the  French 
arcliitcds  would,  perhaps,  not  readily  approve 

The  appcaranct  of  the  countrj'-  round  Hartford 
is  charming.  It  exhibits  a  fuccdfion  of  meadows 
which  are  naturally  lb  well  watered,  that  they 
difplay,  at  all  times,  the  li^xly  verdure  of  fpring. 
Black  cattle,  horfes,  and  mules,  in  great  num- 
bers, are  fccn  feeding  upon  them  ;  and  abundance 
of  trees,  efpecially  fruittrees,  are  difperfed  around 
them.  The  hind  U  not  yet  very  completely  oc- 
cupied in  this  neighbourhood  ;  and,  by  conli;r 
quence,  the  houfes  arc  not  exceedingly  niuner- 
ous.  Neither  are  the  houfes  fo  handfomely 
painted  and  decorated  as  in  the  environs  of  Bof- 
ton.  But,  fmall  as  they  are,  they  eafdy  contain 
^jvcry  thing  that  is  requlfite  for  the  prefent  accom- 
modation of  their  inhabitants  ;  all,  in  Ihort,  that, 
ficcording  to  their  own  cxpreffions,  is  neceifary  to 
render  them  comfortable.  The  appearance  of  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  ftill  the  feme.  On 
both  fides  arc  fine  meadows,  fkirted  by,  pretty 
h.igh  hiils  w  hith  run  pandlcl  to  the  river. 

During 
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During  my  ftay  in  the  inn,  I  learned  that,  in 
thofe  parts  of  Connedicut  wjtiich  lie  along  the 
river,  and  contiguous  to  Maflachufctts,  there  is  a 
considerable  quantity  of  hemp  produced,  thatfup- 
plies  materials  for  a  manufafture  of  fail-cloth  in 
Springfield,  in  which  twenty  men  are  conftantly 
employed,  and  which,  during  thefe  feven  years 
which  have  elapfed  fmce  its  eftabUlhment,  has 
afforded  large  profits  to  the  ow  ners. 

Hartford  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name.  The  county  contains  thirty-two 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  are  flaves* 

The  bank  in  Hartford  was  ereded  in  the  month 
of  May  1792,  conformably  to  an  aft  of  the  legif- 
lature  q£  this  State.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  and  may  be  augmented  to  five 
hundred  thoufand.  The  Ihares  are  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each.  The  directors  are  forbidden  to 
circulate  paper  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fifty 
per  cent  upon  the  whole  capital.  This  bank  does 
but  little  bufmefs ;  and  its  rate  of  dividend  is  only 
three 'per  cent  for  every  fix  months.  Their  notes, 
for  a  dollar  each,  are  current  in  payment^  along 
Conncdicut  River,  and  for  fome  diftance  beyond. 
There  is  another  bank  which  aljfo  accepts  them 
in  payment. 

MIDDLl'ITOX. 
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MIDDLETOX. 

The  country  from  Hartford  to  Mlddleton  ia 
chequered  with  frequent  woods,  and  enlivened 
with  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  The  road  Icada 
along  the  bank  of  a  rjvcr ;  fometimcs  approach-  * 
ing  its  edge,  fometimes  retirinjr,  though  never 
farther  than  half  a  mile,  from  it.  After  proceed- 
ing ten  miles,  1  came  to  Weftfield,  a  fmall  fc:i- 
port,  where  two  or  three  fhips,  three  brigs,  and 
two  fchooners,  were  lying.  The  ibips  were  built 
at  Mlddleton,  this  very  year.  Other  Ibips,  befide 
thele,  belong  alfo  to  Weftficid,  but  the  reft  were 
out  at  fea. 

Mlddleton  is  the  market-town  to  which  the 
farmers  from  the  northern  parts  of  New  York, 
Maffachufetts,  and  Vermont,  bring  for  fale,  thofe 
horfes,  mules,  and  black  cattle  which  they  can 
fpare,  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  India  ifles. 
Some  fmall  veiTels  take  on  board  their  cargoes  at 
Middleton  ;  but.  New  London,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  is  the  more  ufual  place  for  lading. 
Hartford  fliares  with  Middleton  in  the  advantages 
of  this  cattle-market.  Middleton  is  a  handfomc 
town,  not  inelegantly  built,  and  has  trees  planted 
along  its  ftreets,  but  is  not  one-fourth  part  as  large 
as  Hartford.  This  fmall  place  has  but  few  ftilps. 
Middleton  is,  however,  the  feat  of  the  cuftom- 

houfe 
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Ijioufe  for  this  diftrift,  on  account  of  its  npaxnefs  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river/ from  which  it  is  not  [more 
than  twenty-nine  or  thirty  miles  diftant.  When. 
the  tide  has  flowed  in,  to  its  greatefl:  height,  there 
is  from  nine  to  ten  feet  depth  of  water  at  Middle- 
ton. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  this  town,, 
there  is  a  lead-mine  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
wrought  amid  the  neceflities  of  the  late  war. 
But,  it  is  fo  poor  In.  ore,  thai:  the  working  of  it' 
would  ruin  the  proprietor,  even  though  the  price 
of  labour  were  cheaper. 

The  exports  from  Middleton  amounted,  in  the 
year  1795,  to  the  value  of  thirty-one  thoufand 
three  hundred  antd  feventy-five  dollars.  It  was 
only  in  the  year  1794  that  the  cuftom-houfe  was 
cftablilhed  here.  A  bank  was  infl:ituted  in  Mi4T 
dleton  in  the  month  of  Odober  1 795.  Its  capital 
conflfts  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ;  and,  by- 
its  conftitution,  may  be  augmented  to  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars.  The  regiilations  for  its 
management  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
bank  of  Hartford,  No  dividend  has,  as  yet,  been 
paid  to  the  proprietors.  ^ 

Middleton  is  the  chief  town  of  the  coimty  of 
the  fame  name.  The  whole  number  o£  inhabi- 
tants in  the  county  is  about  nineteeii-thoufand,  of 
whom  two  hundred  are  flaves. 

From 
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From  Middlcron,  the  highway  leads  on  toward 
Ncwhaven,  between  the  river  and  the  hills  which 
rife  on  each  fide,  in  a  parallel  direction,  and  at  no 
great  dirtancc  from  its  banks.  The  arpe<5l  of  this 
trail  of  country  is  little  interefting ;  it  is  but 
thinly  inhabited ;  its  fields  dilplay  no  lively  ver- 
dxirc ;  its  cultivation  is  negligent  ;  its  general  ap- 
Deartnceis  flifagrceablc.  Here  is  a  greater  fliow 
:if  wood,  confifting  chiefly  of  oaks,  and  exhibit- 
ig  no  pines.  Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  countrj-, 
to  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven.  The  way  is 
fomctimcsitony;  fomctimcsmcrclj  fandy.  When 
\oucomc  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven,  the  hills 
gradually  fubfidc ;  and  you  pafs  along  a  tratfl  of 
morafs.  The  pains  requiiite  to  make  the  road 
firm  and  dry,  though  it  might  have  been  eafily 
fuccefsful,  appears  to  ha-\-e  been  ncgledled.  The 
tide  rifes  to  within  four  miles  of  Newhaven ;  and 
often  fo  fwells  the  fmall  river  of  the  lame  name, 
as  to  make  it  fprcad  over  the  highway.  To-day 
it  was  difFufed  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile. 
Were  the  land  here  Icfs  marfliy,  and  Icfs  Ircqucntly 
flooded  ;  yet  the  foil  is  fandy  and  incapable  of  fer- 
tility. Some  filver  lirs  arc  thinlv  fcattrcrcd  over 
this  tra6l,  and  make  but  a  poor  appearance.  It 
has  not  the  appearance  of  a  territory  fit  for  til- 
lage, but  may  anfwer  well  enough  for  pafture- 
land. 

.    ;  NEWHAVEX. 
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The  town  of  Newhaven  covers  a  pretty  large* 
Ipace  of  ground ;  for,  its  houfes  are  detached,  by 
confiderable  intervals,  from  one  another.   A  nuni-- 
bcr  of  corn-fields  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  the' 
town.    The  ftreets  crofs  one  another  at  right  an- 
gles, and  are  Ihaded  with  fows  of  trees.     The 
houfes  are  almoft  all  of  wood,  and  there  is  none 
of  them  handfome.     Two  great  ftone  buildings  ' 
belonging  to  the  college,  with  the  church  and  the* 
affembly-houfe,  ftanding  round  the  church-yard, 
compofe  the  principal  part  of  the  town. 

But,  the  alpe6l:  of  this  town  is,  on  the  whole, 
pleaiing.  Its  fituation  feems  to  be  a  healthy  one  ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  proportion  of  annual 
deaths  is,  at  leaft  as  fmall  here  as  in  any  other 
town  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Yet,  the 
yellow  fever  made  great  havock  in  this  place  laft 
year ;  and,  in  the  prcfent  year,  many  have  been 
fwept  off  by  an  epidemic  dyfcntery,  both  here  and 
in  Hartford.  Of  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfbns 
who  died  here  in  the  months  of  Auguft,  Sep- 
tember,  and  October,  out  of  a  population  of  five 
thoufand  fouls,  ninety-five  died  of  a  dyfentery. 
The  harbour  lies  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  about 
four  miles  in  length,  which  is  formed  between 
Long-Ifland  and  the  main-land :  but  it  is  dry, 

when 
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yrhea  the  tide  h*s  ebbed ;  Co  that,  till  a  new  qozf 
IbaH  be  built,  thips  fanoot  conrcnietitlj  take  in 
their  cargoe*  here  The  flowinj  tide,  bawrtcr, 
£lif  thii  baibonr  with  ilx.  and  ordinarily  with  four 
feet  o£  water.  The  anchorage,  though  worfe  than 
that  at  New  Loudon,  is,  bowo'er,  pretty  good. 

No  fewer  than  fifty  fhips  belong  to  this  port. 
Onty  one  of  thcie  fails  to  Elurope :  Another  makes 
its  vcya^cs  to  the  Wcfi:  Indies,  with  cargoes  of 
wood,  oxen,  mu]«  and  horfcs,  which  aie  fup- 
plicd  IJom  the  adjacent  country  to  the  diftance  of 
fortj-  miles  round.  The  remaining  veflcls  are  en- 
gaged in  the  coaftJng- trade,  particularly  with  New 
York.  The  exports  from  Ncwhaven  amounted, 
in  the  year  J  791,  to  the  value  o(  one  hundred- 
and  fifty-one  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars ;  ia 
1702,  to  two  hundred  and  feven  thouiand  and 
forty-one  dollars;  in  1793,  to  one  hundred  and- 
forty -fix  thf)ufand  three  hundred  and  elghty-fcven- 
dollars ;  in  1/94,  to  one  hundred  and  feventyr- 
onc  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-nine  dol- 
lars; in  1795,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
tlioufand  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

The  whole  of  the  vcfleis  in  the  harbour  ^cs 
not  exceed  three  thoufand  tons.  Eight  packct-- 
boats,  failing  regularly  between  Newhaven  and 
New  York,  convey  to  the  latter  a  great  part  of 
the  imports  from  the  iflcs,  together  with  a  con- 
fiderable 
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^derable  quantity  of  grain^  which  gfows  ixillitf 
cxHintry  about  Ncwhavcn,  but  cannot  be  here 
fold.  The  capitals  of  the  merchants  about  T^et^ 
haven  appear  to  be  imaller  than  thofe  of  thtt 
merchants  in  any  other  fea-port  town  of  Con- 
ne(fticut.  Not  one  of  them  is,  alone,  maftcr  of 
a  whole  Ihip.  The  number  of  owners  i?  fuch, 
that  they  never  think  of  inlming  a  veffcL  Wheri 
any  unlucky  accident  happens,  the  lofs  being  di^ 
vided  among  many  owners,  U^  but  a  tittle  ltd  each. 
Yet,  within  thefe  lait  two  years,  the  loflbs  botS 
by  fliipwreck  and  capture,  have  been  fo  great, 
that  the  merchants  of  Ncwhaven  begin,  lik4 
others,  to  find  it  prudent  to  infure.  Trade  has 
been,  for  thefe  fome  years,  without  either  <te-* 
dining  or  encreafing,  in  this  placed;  and  theoafe 
has  been  the  fame  with  the  population.  Tiia 
foil  is,  generally,  rich  about  Newhaven.  When 
fufficiently  manured,  it  yields  fifty  buihela  of 
maize,  an  acre ;  and  there  is  a  great  abundance 
of  fea- weeds, '  which,  in  mixture  with  common 
dung,  are  \ifed  as  a  very  fertilizing  manure*  Much 
land,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  covered  with  veiy 
old  and  indifferent  wood,  which  makes  it  not 
eafily  lufceptible  of  agricultural  improvement. 
Near  the  town,  the  price  c^land  is  from  fourteeti 
to  eight  dollars  acre.  Labourers  receive  four  or 
five  ihillings  a  day,  and  in  fummer,  twelve  dollars 
Vol.  11.  Y  ,a  month. 
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•  iBorith,  or  for  the, whole  fummcr  months,  eighty 
dollars  as  their  wages.  The  cattle  are  of  middling 
quality-  The  bcft  pair  of  oxen  in  the  country 
may  be  had  for  lixty  dollars. 

The  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is 
not  great.  Moil  of  them  have  farms  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  fupply  provifions  for  their  fami- 
lies. Thcic  fmall  poffeflions  in  the  hands  of  the 
town's-pcoplc,  make  it  impofliblc  for  thofe  who 
have  a  furplus  of  produce,  to  find  a  fale  for  it  in 
Newhaven  ;  it  is,  accordingly,  fent  to  New  York, 
A  morcftriking  confequence  of  this  economy,  is 
the  neglcA  of  improving  agriculture. 

Two  opulent  merchants,  about  a  year  fmce, 
erc^ed  a  cotton- work  at  thediftanccof  two  miles 
from  the  town.  The  fplnning-engine  is  put  in 
motion  by  water  ;  but  the  weaving  is  performed 
entirely  by  human  labour.  A  great  -number  of 
people  arc  employed;  but  the  derelii^lion  of  this 
Qianufa^hu'e  may  be  foretold,  as  its  iuccefs  is  op- 
pofed  by  all  the  obftacles  common  in  fmiiiar  cafes. 
Befidcs,  the  espence  upon  the  buildings  has  been 
/ar  too  confiderablc. 

A  bank  was  erefted  in  Newhaven,  in  the  month 
ofO«Sober  17i)2.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred  thou- 
fend  dollars;  and  is  divided  into  two  hundred 
Qxaxcs  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  It  began  to 
♦laniaft  buimefs,  only  in  th.eycar  1 705.  The  firft 
,  ;:,  ,  dividend 
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dividend  upon  the  fhares^  is  to  be  paid  in  Janukiy 
1 79  7*  Shares  in  it  are  now  at  a  premium  of  five 
dollars  above  the  original  price.  Money  is  faid  to 
have  been  fo  fcarce,  in  this  place,  before  the  in- 
ftitution,  that  what  can  be  now  obtained  at  the 
intereft  of  four  dollars  a  month  for  the  principal 
fum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  was  not  then  to  be 
had  for  lefs  than  four  per  cent,  a  month,  with 
fccurity.      - 

The  ravages  of  the  Englifh,  during  the  war, 
ruined  die  people  ofNewhaven,  who,  to  make 
up  for  their  loffcs,  turned  ufiirers.  The  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  bank  put  an  end  to  the  trade  of 
ufury.  The  intereft  of  money  is  now  reduced  to 
one  or  one  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  to  the  mo- 
ney-lenders ;  and  to  them,  none  have  recourfe, 
lave  fuch  as  have  no  credit  with  the  bank. 

Near  New  haven  are  flill  fhewn  the  rocks, 
among  which  Golf  and  Wadley,  two  of  the 
judges  that  condemned  Charles  the  firft  of  Eng- 
land, lay  concealed  from  the  fearch  which  was 
made  for  them,  by  the  command  of  Charles  the 
fccond.  Here  is,  alfo,  a  bridge,  under  which 
they  remained  for  fome  days,  while  the  foldiers, 
their  purfuers,  fought  them  backward  and  for- 
ward, above.  ... 

There  is,  in  Newhaven,  a  college  erf  confider- 
ably  old  inftitutign,  which  is  iaoid  iccfaffizrd  as  good 

Y2  inftruAioa 
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infiruiflum  for  youth,  as  any  other  fcminary  in  the 
whole  United  States.  To  this  college  belongs  a 
library  of"  two  or  three  tlioui'and  volumes,  with 
a  cabinet  of  fpecimens  of  natural  hiftory,  and  a 
irnall  raufeum,  which  receives,  every  year,  great 
additions,  and  mufl  foon  become  very  coniider- 
able.  There  are  in  the  town,  one  Epifcopal,  and 
tiiiree  Prefbyterian  churches. 

The  town  is  affirmed  to  have  been  damaged 
by  Commodore  Trtos,  in  the  year  1770j  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou&nd  dol- 
lars. It  is  the  head-town  of  the  county  of  the 
lame  name.  The  count)-  contains  about  thirty- 
three  thonflind  Inhabitants,  of  whom  four  hun- 
dred arc  ilavcs. 

OBSERVATjIOKS  QN.  CONNECTICUT. 
The  Englifli  colbny  by  v^ich  ConneSicg*,  was 
fifft  occupied,  airived  in  the  year  l533.  They 
had  a  patent,  granted  to  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  yeai* 
1630.  ~  They  had  to  contend  with  the  Indiam, 
who  'WouM  not  relinqniih  their  territories  to 
flrangers  without  a  ftruggle.  In  1602,  the  co- 
lony of  Connedicut  obtained  a  charter,  which 
fixed  the  form  of  their  future  government.  The 
poof  le  were'  enthufiaftic  Prefbyterians,  and  lived 
iit^i.'Siplicit  fubmifiion  to  their  miniilers.  No  per- 
:t  fon 
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ion  could  be^  here,  a  frtemah^  without  bdoiigiiig 
to  the  Prefbyterian  kirk ;  and  none  but  freetn to 
could  have  a  voice  in  eleftibns. 

The  ftioft  exceffivc  intolerance,  the  moft  vio*- 
lent  pcrfecution,  enlucd— againft  the  Quaker  in 
particular,  who  were  treated  as  the  worft  of  here*- 
tics,  were  tortured,  banilhed,  abufed  with  ftripes, 
even  put  to  death. 

At  prefent,  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of 
Connc<fticut,  is  the  fame  as  before  the  revolution. 

A  (hort  aft  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  ftate,  mentions,  that  the  old  conftitu*- 
tiion  eftabliihed  in  the  feign  of  Charles  the  fecond, 
is  ftill  agreeable  to  the  people ;  that  the  privileges 
of  freemen,  and  the  admiffion  to  thcih,  Ihall, 
therefore,  remain  fuck  as  they  were  before  ;  that, 
in  fliort,  there  Ihall  be  no  change,  except  the 
Abolition  of  tegil  authority.  The  Legillature 
confifts  of  an  Under-houfe,  or  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  and  an  Up^er-houfe,  of  Council. 
Thcfe  two  houfes  united  compofe  the  fupreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  ftate,  before  which  all 
^its  at  law  may  be  brought  by  a  laft  appeal,  and 
which  has  power  to  mitigate  or  annul  all  feiv- 
tences  of  ihferiof  judges.  The  Governor  and 
Deputy-governor  are  elefted  annually.  The  Go- 
vernor prefides  in  the  Council,  and  is  alfo  Speaker 
in  the  Houfe  pf  ReprefentativOB :  befide  which,  he 
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can  influence  the  vmces  of  ievcial  other  members 
of  the  LfCgtflature. 

The  meetings  of  the  Aflcmbly  take  place  in 
die  months  of  May  and  Odobcr.  The  members 
of  the  fuprerae  judicial  court  of  the  ftate,  thoic  of 
Ac  county  courts,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
arc  nominated  from  among  the  members  of  the 
legiflaturc.  The  firft  of  thefe  three  clafles  of 
judges  remain  in  office,  for  that  precife  length  of 
time  for  which  they  are  nominated  by  the  leglf- 
lature  :  The  two  lafl  can  be  nominated  only  for 
one  year,  but  may  be  re-appointed  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  The  Governor  and  the  Council  name 
the  fheriffs,  who  hold  their  office  without  limita- 
tion as  to  its  continuance. 

The  laws  of  England  are  the  foundation  of 
thole,  8s  well  of  Connedicut,  as  of  almoft  all  the 
Tcft  of  the  United  States.  Little  iteration  has 
been  made  upon  them.  The  law  concerning  the 
iucceilion  to  the  property  of  perfons  dying  in- 
tcftatc,-  is  .entirely  that  of  England ;  it  is,  now, 
in  iuJl  force,  throughout  all  the  American  ftates ; 
and  it  provides,  that  a  third  part  of  the  property 
of  the  deceafed  Ihall  belcmg  to  his  widow,  and 
that  the  remainder  fhall  be  diftributed  in  equal 
portions  among  his  children;  but  with  certain 
reflTi<ftions  ;  fuch  as,  that  when  oneoi  tb^  chil- 
dren ^yjax%  leaves  progeny,  or  in  any  fmiilar  cafe, 

his 
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A/^  part  18,  of  confbquence,  tobeagaindifbibvAed, 
The  laws  relative  to  debtors,  order  the  fale  of  the 
goods,  moveables,  and  lands  of  the  debtory  when 
a  debt  cannot^  otherwife,  be  recovered  from  him^ 
and  4^ven  allpw  his  perfon  to^be  arretted,  in  cafe 
of  infolvcr^Gy.  The  criminal  law  has  all  the  fevc» 
rity-  of  that  of  England.    One  article  (of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it.  be  at  prefent  in  force  ii]L 
England,  as  it  is  one  of  the  old  laws  of  Conneci* 
ticut)  ordains,  that  whofbever  ihaU  deny  the  cp£^ 
cnce  0f  God,  or  the  myftery  of  the  bleifed  Trinityi 
or  tlvc  divine  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  Ihall 
be  held  unfit  for  any  public  office^  till  he  repent 
and  acknowledge  his  error;  and  that,  in  cafe  of 
reliapfei  ^fter  fuch  repentance^  he  Ihall  be  put  out 
of  the  protcdion  of  the  law.  ^  The  laws  refpcift^ 
ifng.  marriage  authorile  divorce,  in  the  cales  of 
adultery,  or  mandarge  within  the  forbidden  dc^ 
grees  of  confanguinity.     If  a  man  and  his  wife 
have  been  parted  for  feven  years,  ly  the  abfencc 
ot  one  or  the  other  of  them  beyond  feas ;  or  if 
either  party  go  upon  i^  fea- voyage  that  is  to  be  of 
three  months  contiouance,  and  in  a  fhip  of  which 
newA  cannot  be  received  within  Jfe  than  three 
months;  or  if  there  be  rcafpn  to  believe  that  either 
of  the  two  parties  has  been  loft  upon  fu^h  a  voyage; 
then  the  other  party,  whether  man  or  woman,  go- 
ing before  a  tnagiftrate,  and  prefenting  fatisfadlory 
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en6(tama[theic&£ts,  may  obCBu  fiom  knB»  if 
be  ihaU  judge  all  the  drcumfiances  of  the 


to  require  it,  a  final  diflolurioa  of  the 
This  law  condemns  any  perlbn,  whether  oEita  or 
woman,  that  ihall  ^ ut  on  the  drcis  proper  to  the 
other  £eXf  to  pay  a  fine  of  ieirentj-fivc  doUaxs. 

Adulteiy,  till  the  year  1 784,  was  liable  to  be 
puniihed  with  death :  It  is  now  puniihed  only 
witk  public  whipping,  and  with  the  &anng  of  a 
red-hot  iron  on  the  foreheads,  Bape  is  puniihed 
with  death,  upon  the  oath  of  the  woman  by  whom 
It  has  been  fuffered,  and  at  her  ezprefi  requcft : 
but  there  ia  no  inftance  of  the  execution  of  this 
law ;  and  the  people  of  Conncdicut  lay,  that  fiich 
crimes  can  never  happen  in  the  ftate,  or,  what  is 
more  probably  the  trudi,  that  the  extreme  fe- 
verity  of  the  law  deters  both  the  fuffercr  from 
complaint,  and  the  profligate  from  incurring  fuch 
guilt. 

The  laws  againft  gaming,  are  exccflivcly  fevcrc 
m  Conncdicut.  One  of  thcfe  is  againft  horfc- 
racing :  This  it  regards  as  an  idle  pleafxxre,  which 
is  attended  with  diforder  and  riot,  that  utterly 
fruftratc  the  end  of  its  inftitution,  as  a  means  for 
improving  the  breed  of  horfcs.  The  law  for  the 
hallowing  of  the  Sabbath,  forbids  all  profane  di- 
verfions  upon  that  day,  and  is  exccflivcly  ftrid. 
It  is  probable,  that  the  prohibition  of  journies  on 

a  Sunday 
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a  SiUidoy  miglit Tail,  ihfcnfihlf,  into  diiuib,^  "(vere 
it  not,  that  an  ilUnktartdJek^man  hm  it  now  in 
his  power  to  thwart  and  fine  any  perfon  attempt*^ 
ing  luchs  a  journey ;  tod  that  every  one  thinks  it 
neceflaty  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  tei^cd  by 
fuch  impertinence. 

The  poor's  laws  have  occafioned  the  difficulty 
which  a  fbranger  paffing  from  one  town  to  an«- 
other,  or  coming  from  another  flate,  £nds,  in 
cffedling  a  fettlemcnt  in  a  new^fituation.  The 
only  conditions  upon  which  fuch  a  perlbn  can  be 
domdfticatcd  in  his  new  place  of  refidence,  are, 
his  cither  poffefling  a  property  of  at  leaft  an  hun- 
dred dollars,  ^r  having  reiided  fix  years  in  the 
place ;  and  without  thcfe  conditions,  he  will  not 
obtain  relief  in  diftrefe  from  poverty.  The  feled:- 
men  who  are,  in  every  towtifhip,  the  dircd:ors  of 
the  police,  arc  to  prcvcrU:  the  /cttlemcnt  of  all 
ftrangers  who  cannot  fatisfy  them  in  regard  to 
thofe  conditions;  Every  town  is  obliged  to  pro-^ 
vide  for  its  own  poor,  and  the  feleift-men  have 
authority  over  the  educadbn  and  conduft  of  the 
children  of  poor  parents^  till  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty  years.  From  this  age, 
they  are  no  longer  fubjeift  to  the  particular  direc- 
tion of  the  Elders.  The  wandering  poor,  who 
are  ufually  wounded  foldiers  or  fhipwrecked  fca- 
men,  receive  temporary  relief,  at  the  pleafiire  of 
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the  Mcdt'toen.  What  theie  bdtow,  b  after* 
wardi  repaid  to  them,  hy  the  Union,  hf  the 
State,  or  by  the  particular  town,  according  to 
the  circumllanccs  of  the  caTc  .  J 

'  Bdide  the  political  dinfion  of  the  ftatci  inta  V 
counties  aud  townHilps,  Oxmedicuc  acknowT 
ledges  two  fubdirifion^  ioto  pariihcs  and  fchool- 
diftrifti.  In  each  town  or  focictj-,  the  houfc* 
hoidcre  of  the  houfcs  which  fland  tojcethcr,  have 
a  right  to  aflcmblc,  and  to  make  b)vlaws  for  the 
regulation  of  certain  parts  of  their  common  intcr- 
cfts.  They  chufe  their  minifters;  and  impofe, 
for  their  fupport,  a  general  tax,  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  majority,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  by  every 
one  in  proportion  to  the  particular  ftate  of  his  for- 
tune. The  towns  nominate  the  colle6lors  of  the 
tax ;  and  it  muft  be  paid  by  the  people,  withr 
out  evafion.  But,  when  any  perfon  finds  htm- 
felf  to  be  taxed,  not  in  a  due  proportion  to  his 
property ;  he  may  appeal  to  the  County  Coxirt, 
which  will  take  care,  that  jufticc  be  done  him.. 
The  colledors,  as  well  of  this  tax,  as  of  thofe  for 
the  expcnccs  of  the  ftate,  are  accountable  for  the 
money  which  they  !evy_,  and  punilhable  for  em- 
bezzlement or  malverfation  in  office.  Minifters 
■for^whom  their  parifhes  refufe  to  make  adequate 
provifion,  can  have  recourfe  to  the  General  Affem- 
bly,  which  will  give  orders  lor  the  ct^cction  and 
'■  payment 
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payment  of  the  pro^r  fums.  That  Aflembly 
has,  likewife,  the  power  of  fettling  minifters  in 
fuch  parilhes  as  have  remained,  for  one  whole  year, 
vacant,  and  of  ordering  provifion  to  be  made  for 
the  lupport  of  the  mixufters  thus  fettled. 

A  law  enaded  in  the  year  1791,  permits  per- 
ibns  whole  reUgiou3  perfuafion  differs  from  that 
of  the  community  in  which  they  liyq,  to  a^oc^- 
ate  themfelves,  as  to  the  matter  of  religion,  with 
fbme  community  of  whole  form  of  worlhip  they 
approve,  and  to  add  their  contributions  to  thole 
for  the  lupport  of  their  own  religion  only.  But, 
this  is  permitted  Iblely  under  thefe  conditions ; 
1.  That  they  make  their  intention  previoufly 
known  to  the  feleft-men  of  the  town;  2,  That 
the  religion  which  they  chul^,  be  forac  mode  of 
Chrillianity ;  3.  That  they  do  not,  afterwards, 
claim  a  voice  in  any  parochial  meetings,  except 
when  the  bulincfs  of  the  fchools  is  under  conlider- 
ation.  Prelbyterianifm  is  the  prevalent  religion 
throughout  Connefticut.  Its  minifters,  the  zeal 
of  its  followers,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  places 
in  the  colleges  to  Prclby terians  exclulively,  afford 
very  great  advantages,  to  prevent  it  from  being 
fupplante(l  by  any  other  form  of  religion.  The 
Anabaptifts  are,  next  after  the  Prelbyterians,  the 
moft  numerous  fed  in  the  ftate.  Although  the 
letter  of  the  law  have  eftablilhed  freedom  of  reli- 
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gioas  icntimeats  in  Conne^cut ;  fuch  fircedoftj 
is,  howtrrer,  far  from  being  known  bcrc  Pre 
terianiTm  reipis  in  all  its  ngour*  dcfpaairo,  i 
soColezance. 

Another  la  w  l^g  prior  fo  die  fcvcdutioQ,  obligte  I 
every  leVcnty  famdiesin Connecticut,  to  maintam] 
a  common  fchool  for  eleven  months  in  the  yearf-.  4 
Reading  artd  wiitinj;  are  appointed  to  be  there 
taught.  If  the  number  of  femilics  be  under  fe~ 
Tcnty,  they  are,  then,  obliged  to  maintain  their 
fchof)!,  only  for  fix  months  in  the  year.  Every 
town  foiming  a  regular  incoq>oration,  muft  keep 
a  gram  mar- fchool,  in  which  Engliih,  Latin,  and 
Greek  are  to  be  taught.  The  different  focieties 
arc  to  name,  each,  a  deputation  to  vifit  and  regu- 
late the  fchools.  For  every  thrtftfand  dollars  of 
taxation  to  the  ftate,  two  dollars  ittc  to  be  paid  for 
the  fupport  of  the  fchools.  The  teachers  have 
falaries  proportioned  to  the  taxation  of  the  dif- 
tn&s  to  which' they  belorig.  Towns  ^r  commu- 
nities entruftcd  widi  particular  fands  for  the  fup- 
port of  fchools,  can  receive  no  intcreft  from  thofe 
funds,  while  they  delay  to  crd6l  the  fchools  for 
which  it  was  deftincd ;  and  lofe  the  principal,  if 
they  Ihall  attempt  to  divert  it  to  any  different  pur- 
pofc.  Towns  or  pariflies  having  no  fouttdations 
for  fchools,  muft  either  fupport  their  fchools,  en- 
tirely out  of  the  appointed  tax,  or  muft,  at  le^ 
i  *  'contribute 
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contribute  one-half  of  the  megns  for  Jtb?  main* 
tenaace  of  thefe  fchoob,  while  the.  parents  whoie 
children  are  educated  in  them,  pay  the  reft.  In 
very  populpus  towns,  the  fqppprt  of  th^  fchoolst 
continues  to  be  left  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  is  provided  by  law,  th^t  the  feleArmen  fliall, 
ixk  ?very  town,  take  cOgtiimVi^cc  of  the  ftate  of  the 
fdbools.  Upou.tfejeir  Kjiorts,  and  in  th^e;  propor- 
tions in  which  thefe  declare  the  falaries  to  bcji 
refpciftiTely,  deferred, — the  towns  make  payment 
of  the  money  which  has  been  levied  for  the  teach- 
exsf-  Where  there  are  no  fehools,  or  but  very  bad 
qnes ; .  the  proportion  of  the  tax  is  withheld,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  beftowed  where  it  has  been 
better  earned.  There  is,  however,  no  inftance  of 
Jttown  or  parilh,.  remaining,  negligently*  without 
a.  fchooL  Many  communities  maintain  their 
fchook  for  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  than  they" 
are,  by  law,  obliged  to  do.  The  feleft-men  and 
the  deputations  from  the  communities  manage 
the  farms  and  other  revenues  of  the  fehools. 

The  teachers  are  commonly  young  men  from 
the  colleges,  ftudents  of  law  or  theology.  Their 
falaries  are  at  the  pleafhre  of  the  different  pariflics, 
from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars.  Almoft  all 
thofe-  who  now  a<9:  a  diftinguiflied  part  in  the 
political  bufinefs  of  New  England^  began  thci^ 
cacTccr  as,  tcai^heri  in  thefc  fchools.;.  a  fituation 

that 


e  «  tikool  for  deck  and 
B  jollaii  b  c33iAed  fiom 
1  their  dddren  to  fiJiooLi 
!>mc:a  iiave  authority  to  levy  it. 
■iLuTiil  ciimlcqucncc  fnim  tlie  caiefol  ob- 
['  thM  law  15,  that  hudlj  a  peritm  can 
>ith  ill  Conno^cut,  toy  taase  than  in 
i^uletu,  ^^ho  U  not  qualified  to  icad,  write,' 
*orm  the  common  operttidns  c^  snthme- 
1  tiuu  the  ^ncnil  mannen  aic  better,  the 
..'.-,  rrioic  fdithi'uUy  obferved,  and  crimes  more 
..  J,  here,  than  in  other  places.  The  puniihmcnt 
•„■  Kjt,  as  yet,  been  abolifticd  in  Conne<^cut.  It 
..  'lowcvcr,  rel'erved  for  crimes  of  extraordinary 
.i-city  ;  and,  for  thefe  laft  eight  years,  has  been, 
.,  loiuftaiicc,  infliScd. 

Vii  .id,  pafled  in  the  year  1/95,  appropriates, 
I.',  -iic  fupport  of  the  public  fchools,  whatever 
uuis  ^'C  money  fliall  arife  from  the  fale  of  thofc 
'uiKis  which  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and  are 
'.itiiatc  wclhvard  from  Pennfylvania.  Thefe  fums 
•lie  to  be  put  out  at  intcreft ;  and  the  annual  reve- 
.i^s.-,  which  they  fhall  thus  afford,  is  to  be  divided 
among 
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among  tKe  fchools  of  the  difFererit  pariflies,  ac*- 
cordijig  to  the  proportions  in  .which  thefc  pariflies> 
refpeAively,  contribute  to  the  public  expenditure 
of  the  State.  At  the  pleafiire  of  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  people  of  any  parifli,  this  fund 
may  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  mini* 
fter,  inftcad  of  that  of  the  fchoolmafter.  Every 
pariih  is  at  liberty  to  make  this  particular  difpolal 
of  its  own  portion  of  the  money.  But,  in  this 
cafe,  all  the  different  fetfts^  within  the  limits  of 
the  pariih,  muft  receive  th^ir  refpcjcSlive  fhareis. 

The  fervitude  of  the  negroes  has  not  been  abo- 
lilhedun  this  ftate  as  in  Maffachufctts.  It  is  here 
ordained  by  law,  that  every  negro  bom  in  the  ftate 
fince  the  year  1784,  fhall,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  be  declared  free.  It  is  allowed,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  law-givers  had  fbme  fhare  in 
dictating  the  particulars  of  this  decree.  No  old 
law  exifted  in  favour  -of  flavery  ;  though  it  was, 
indeed,  countenanced  by  fome  judicial  fentences 
of  the  courts,  pronounced  at  the  inftance  of  maf* 
ters  of  runaway  flaves.  The  coniiderations  which 
moved  the  legiflature  to  determine  as  they  did  in 
this  bufinels,  were,  refpedt  to  property,  and  the 
fear  of  dangerous  confequences  as  likely  to  arifc 
from  a  fudden  and  general  emancipation.  But, 
fuch  refpeft  for  property  of  this  nature  was  fla- 
grant injuftice  ;  fince  it  was  never  before  exprefsly 

acknow- 


•cknowlolgul  by  the  fatws,  and  aifmi  bt  b^  * 
diihoneil  rufieiancr.  In  R^gvd  to  cbc  dicad  ef 
confcqucnocs ;  the  namhcr  o£  n^rocs  in  the  Sstxm 
c£  CanneAiCat,  wu  too  tDConfidcizblc  to  aflnd 
any  plauftble  prrtenoe  for  fuch  alarm-  TIlc  caft- 
of  Maflachnfetts,  which  in  icfpc^  to  fisTtiy,  finod 
in  the  fame  Situation  with  Conne^cat,  and  in 
which  there  were,  at  thctimc  of  the  gcncrnil  ctzan- 
cipation,  a  greater  number  of  negroes  in  rcrvitude, 
fuf&cicntlj  evinces  the  futility  (^  this  pretence. 
The  communitj  have  there  experienced  no  un- 
fortunate conicqiicnces  from  the  emancipation  of 
the  negroes.  Few  of  thefe  have  made  any  crimi- 
nsX  abufc  of  their  liberty.  Neither  robbery  nor 
murder  is  more  frequent  than  before.  Almoft  all 
the  emancipated  negroes  remain  in  the  condiboa 
of  fcrvants;  as  they  cannot  enjoy  their  freedom, 
without  earning  means  for  their  fubiiftence.  Some 
of  them  have  fettled,  in  a  fmall  way,  as  artiiiuu 
or  huHiandmen.  Their  number  is,  on  the  whole, 
greatly  diminiAicd.  And  on  this  account,  the  ad- 
vocates for  flavcry  maintain,  diat  the  negroes  of 
MalTachufetts  have  not  been  made,  in  any  degree, 
happier  by  their  general  emancipation.  None  of 
them  has,  however,  returned  into  fcrvitude  in 
thofc  ilates  in  which  flavery  Is  ftill  fuffered  by  the 
k»rs.  None  has  <lied  of  want.  MaflachuTetts  has 
delivered  itielf  from  the  diftionour  <^  the  moft 
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odious  of  all  violations  of  the  natural  liberty  and 
the  inextinguiihable  rights  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  militia  of  Connedicut,  confifts  of  four 
divifions,  feight  brigades,  five  and  thirty  regi- 
ments :  of  the  regiments,  eight  are  cavalry ;  five, 
light  infantry.  The  legiflature  nominate  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, the  inferior  generals,  and  all  the 
fta,fF-officers.  •  The  other  officers  are  chofdn  by 
their  refpe<9:ive  regiments.  They  hold,  all,  their 
commiiiions  from  the  government.  The  other, 
neceflary  regulations  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  other  flates.  The  legiflature  here  exercifes 
the  fame  powers  of  regulation,  which  are,  clfe- 
where,  intrufled  with  the  government.  The 
mode  of  forming  the  militia,  is  the  fame  as  irt . 
other  places.  All  males,  from  eighteen  to  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  are  liable  to  ferve.  The  Go- 
vernor is  General,  and  the  Deputy-governor, 
Lieutenant-general  of  the  militia. 

The  high-roads  are  made  and  repaired,  in 
Connecticut,  by  the  labour  of  all  perfbns  between 
the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fixty  years,  Ajti  overfeer 
is  annually  named  for  the  irifpeftion  of  the  high- 
ways, and  for  regulating  the  labour  upon  them : 
He  is  fubjcdl  to  the  controul  of  the  feleft-men. 
Care  is  taken  to  make  thofe  who  are  by  law 
obliged,  to  do  their  duty.  Yet,  it  mufl  be  owned, 
that  the  roads,  in  Connefticut,  are  ftill  bad. 

Vol.  IL  Z  The 
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The  law3  rcfpcifling  taxation,  have  undergone 
many  changes  fince  the  revolution.  All  property 
is  taxable  in  Conneflicut ;  as  well  moveables  as 
land.  The  fubjeiSs  of  taxation  are  diftributed 
into  ten  clafles.  Horfes,  carriages,  and  capital 
Iwlong  to  one  clafs,  and  arc  taxed  ia  a  due  pro- 
portion to  the  taxes  upon  real  property.  The 
commlffioners  for  fixing  the  proportions  of  every 
different  perfon's  taxation,  arc  nominated  annu- 
ally in  every  town,  and  have  here  the  appellation 
of  Lifters.  It  is  their  duty  to  procure,  once  a 
year,  from  every  inhabitant,  a  ftatcment  of  his 
property  ;  and  from  thefe  ftatements  to  form  a 
general  irrventorj'  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  iegif- 
iature.  The  Icgiflaturc,  upon  the  infpe^ion  of 
the  inventory,  fixes  the  proportion  of  tax  which 
the  particular  town  mull  pay.  The  lifts  of  the 
commiffioners,  therefore,  regulate  the  taxes. 
Though  the  taxes  be  already  fufficient;  the- 
commiffioners  muft  not  ncgleft  to  regifter  any 
increafe  of  property  in  their  refpcdive  towns. 
Perfons  deceiving  the  commiffioners  by  falfe  efti- 
mates  of  their  property,  are  condemned  to  pay 
four  times  as  much  as  their  juft  proportion,  of 
the  tax. 

...  Theft:  lifts  fervc,  alfo,  to  regulate  the  pro* 

,    portions  in  which  other  taxes  are  to  be  levied. 

The  Lifters  levy  thirteen  cents  of  a  dollar  upon 

every 
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every  thoufarid  pounds  of  property,  befide  one- 
half  of  that  quadltipled  tax  which  is  exaAed, 
as  a  fine  for  the  concealment  of  property.  The 
colledlbrs  are  named  by  the  towns,  from  one 
three  years  to  another ;  and  arie  allowed  two  and 
half  per  cent,  on  the  money  they  coUeft,  with  a 
falary  from  the  ftatCi  When  they  are  obliged  to 
(Compel  payment  from  the  dilatory,  by  aftions  at 
law ;  their  allowance  is  augmented,  on  account 
of  the  eofts  of  thfe  fuits.  The  care  of  the  Lifters, 
and  the  CoUedlors,  procilres  a  faithful  payment 
of  the  taxes. 

Though  every  poflibte  precajution  feems  to  be 
here  provided  by  law,  to  hinder  any  unfair  ftate^ 
ment  of  property  for  taxation ;  yet,  in  Conncfti- 
cut,  as  in  other  places,  men  find  means  to  cheat 
the  revenue.  As  the  eftimates  of  property  are 
not  given  in  upon  oath,  many  who  would  fcruple 
to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  falfe  ftatement,  make 
no  difficulty  of  giving  in  their  eftimates,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  with  a  carelefs  inaccuracy  that  fails 
not  to  favour  themfelves.  HoWever  diligent,  the 
enquiries  of  the  Lifterg  are  ftill  inftUficient  to  de- 
tect every  little  artifice.  '  A  thoufand  thin^  oc- 
cur to  render  it  impoffible  that  they  ihould. 
Several  of  the  wealthieft  perfons  in  the  ftatc,  have 
owned  to  me,  that  the  taxation  which  they  a<3:u'- 
^ly  pay,  is  not  above  a  iixth  part  of  what  they 
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ought  to  pay.  One  mode  of  evafion,  commonly 
pradifcd  in  Conncdicut,  is,  by  placing  in  the 
lowcft  clafs,  land  that,  on  account  of  its  fituation, 
its  quality,  its  produce,  ought  rather  to  be  ranted 
in  the  higheft ;  which  make  a  difference  upon  the 
tax  of  five  fixths  or  fometimes,  even  of  twenty- 
nine  thirtieths.  A  table  of  taxable  property,  by 
which  the  Supreme  Court  regulates  the  taxation, 
exhibits  a  proportion  of  lands  ot  the  loweft  clali 
which  mull  appear  far  too  great,  to  any  perfon 
that  has  an  acquaintance  with  the  country.  The 
whole  amount  of  taxable  property  was  eftimated, 
in  the  year  1  7^0,  at  the  fum  of  five  millions  fevcn 
hundred  and  twenty  tlioufand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

Thefe  taxes  have,  for  thcfe  feveral  years,  been 
but  twenty -three  thousand  dollars,  resjularlv 
paid.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the  govern- 
ment amounts  nearly  to  fifty  thoufand  dollars. 
But,  there  is  a  tax  upon  written  deeds,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  ftamp-tax,  that  yields  from  fix  to 
eight  thoufand  dollars  a  year.  The  State  for- 
merly lent  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lar|;  to  the  Union,  for  which  it  receives  intercft  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent.  And  it  has,  likewife. 
Tome  other  fources  of  income,  of  which  I  could 
not  obtain  any  diftiniS:  account.  But,  its  income 
is,  altogether,    equal  to  its  expenditure.      The 

taxes 
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ta:s:es  impoled  by  the  Supreme  Court,  are  fixed 
in  proportion  to  the  neceffities  of  the  ^  prefent 
year,  and  the  economy  of  former  ones.  There 
are  a  number  of  banks  in  Cdnnedlicut.    • 

The  trade  of  Connecticut  is,  as  I  mentioried  in 
ipeaking  of  New  London,  confined  to  the  ex-. 
portation  of  the  furplus  produce  of  the  lands,  to 
the  Weft  India  Ifles,  or  to  the  other  States  of 
the  Union.  Cattle  and  mules  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  St^te  of  New  York,  which  arc  contiguous' 
to  Albany,  are  included  in  this  exportation.  New 
Yprk  is  the  emporium  of  almoft  all  the  trade  o£ 
Connecticut,  of  which  the  fliips  are  w^ont  often 
either  to  take  in  their  cargoes  or  at  leaft  to  com- 
plete then^,  there,  and  to  bring  their  returning' 
cargoes  thither. 

The  whole  exports  from  Connecticut,  were, 
in  the  year  179  J,  of  the  value  of  feven  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars ;  in  1 793,  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two  dol- 
lars ;  in  1793,  feven  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fifty- four  dollars;  in  1794, 
feven  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  feven  him- 
dred  and  fixty^four  dollars  ;  in  1795,  eight  hun- 
dred and  niriet^eh  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fixty-five  dollars.        t 

The  tonnage  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  Con- 

Z  3  nefticut, 


1 


343  TRATEIS  THROUGS 

ncAicut,  whether  engaged  in  the  foreign  or  the 
coafting- trade,  amounts,  in   all,   to   thirty-five 

thou&nd  tons. 

Conneidicut  is,  alter  Rhode  Ifland  and  Dcla- 
waj«,  the  finalleft  State  in  the  Union;  but,  in  pro-: 
portion  to  its  extent,  the  moft  populous.  There 
are  about  one  and  fifty  perfom  to  e^ery  fquare 
mile.  As  the  lands  are  all  occupied  and  in  cul- 
tivation, more  perTons  emigrate  out  of  Conncifb- 
cut  to  the  newly  acquired  lands,  than  from  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  This  will  be  more 
particularly  evinced  from  the  following  ftate- 
roent  of  fads. 

In  the  year  1756,  the  whole  population  of 
Conneifticut,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls,  in  177l>  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix  fouls;  in  (782,  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fouls;  lA  1791,  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  fouls.  Thus, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  eighteen  years,  the  ave- 
rage increafe  of  the  population,  was  three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  twenty  fouls  annually  ; 
for  the  next  eight  years,  it  was  but  two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-one  fouls  a  year ;  during 
each  of  the  laft  nine  years  taken  at  an  average, 
it  has  not  been  more  than  two  thou^d  and 
eighty- 
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eighty- fix  fouls.  Celibacy  is  ijot  now  more  com- 
mon than  formerly :  and  it  was  never  frequent 
in  Connefticut,  Youftg  people  many  early :  and 
their  marriages  are  very  fruitful,  augmenting  the 
population  very  rapidly.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
<::alculated  that  two-thjrds  of  the  numbers  which  , 
are  continually  added  to  the  former  population^ 
leave  the  country,  and  go  tp  fettfe  in  the  newly 
occupied  territories.  Many  of  the  latjdhojidcrs  itt 
Connecticut  purchafe  lands,  at  a  very  low  prici 
in  the  State  of  Vermont.  Thefe  they  retain  for 
themfelves  till  their  children  gto w  up ;  and  then 
beftbw  them  upon  fon»c  of  the  young  fbll^,  ai^ 
their  patriniony.  Moft  of  thofe  who  ^njigratt 
out  of  Connedicut,  leave  it,  only  becaufe  they 
cannot  find  in  it,  g,  place  for  con^fortablc  and  ?^<^■ 
vantageous  fettlement^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Conne6Hcut,  are,  almo^ 
univerfally,  of  Englilh  defcent,  and  are  u  ibbcr, 
aftive,  induftrious  people.  Their  diftinguilhing 
qualities  are  nearly  the  fame,  as  thofe  of  tbt 
other  inhabitants  of  New  England,  They  arc 
faid  to  be  very  litigious.  And  there  are,  indeed^ 
few  4i^wtes,  even  of  the  moft  trivial  nature, 
among  them,  that  am  be  terminated  elfewiiere 
than  before  a  court  of  juftice.  No  ftate,  per- 
hajps  no  equal  number  of  people  in  the  univerfe, 
have  fuch  a  multitude  of  law-fuits.    There  i^ 
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no  where  elfe,  fuch  a  mob  of  advocates,  as  here. 
Is  it  the  multiplicity  of  law-fiuts  that  has  en- 
gendered the  lawyers  ?  Or  do  not  the  lawyers 
rather  give  birth  to  the  cxcefs  of  law-fuits?  Be 
this  as  it  may ;  tliefe  lawyers  have,  at  prefent, 
very  great  influence  among  the  people  of  this 
ftate,  efpccially  in  political  matters.  It  is  even 
iaid  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  mlniftcrs,  who, 
in  conlequence  of  their  mutual  wranghngs,  and 
their  fierce  intolerance,  have  loft  much  of  the 
high  influence  which  they  once  poflelJed. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  are  rigid  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  difcharge  of  their  religious  duties.  But, 
I  hav-e  been  told,  tha#  iincere  devotion,  founded 
upon  thorough  conviiftion,  is  rare  among  them. 
Their  manners  are  ftrongly  republican.  They 
are,  all,  in  cafy  circumftances ;  few  of  them,  opu- 
lent. Such  as  do  poiTefs  extraordinary  wealth, 
are-  very  anxious  to  conceal  their  fortunes  from 
the  vigilant  and  invidious  jealoufy  of  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

The  prevalent  political  fentiments  are  full  of 
attachment  to  freedom,  and  to  the  prefent  con- 
fiitution.  The  people  are  rough  in  their  man- 
ners ;  yet  franit  and  hofpitable ;  though  lefs 
agreeably  fo,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachu- 
fetts,  who  are,  however,  certainly  not  the  moft 
poliihed  people  in  the  world. 

In 
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In  thj^  year  1784,  1  had  been  honoured  at 
Paris,  with  the  freedom  of  the  town  of  New- 
haven.  It  was  conferred  in  a  very  relpedlful  let- 
ter from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town. 
J  knew  not,  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  this  at- 
tention. I  received  it  with  no  particular  notice ; 
little  thinking,  at  that  time,  that,  in  eight  years, 
Newhaven  would  be  the  only  place  in  the  world, 
in  which  I  might  confidently  expeft  to  be  owned 
as  a  citizen.  On  my  arrival  in  Newhaven,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  honour  I  had  received.  But,  it  was 
probable,  that  the  magift rates  by  whom  it  had 
been  conferred,  muft  have  forgotten  the  little 
tranfaftion,  as  I  had  never  written  to  them,  in 
anfwer  to  their  letter.  I  went,  however,  to  vifit 
them,  as  a  freeman  of  the  town.  One  of  them 
had  been  for  fome  years  in  France,  had,  obtained 
a  good  place,  and  had  alfo  been  at  Liancourt. 
There,  while  I  fat  at  table  with  a  number  of 
guefts,  he  had  exprefled  a  defire  to  fee  the  apart- 
ments. Permiffion  was  readily  granted  on  my 
part;  and  he  was  aiked  into  the  dining-room, 
which  was  very  large.  But  I  had  no  opportunity 
to  fliew  him  any  other  attentions  than  were  paid 
to  all  thofe  who  came,  almoft  daily,  to  fee  my 
houfe  and  gardens.  This  worthy  man,  however, 
when  he  faw  me,  in  my  prefent  humble  condi- 

tion. 
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tion,  ttccATeOtd,  with  lively  gratitude,  the  civili- 
ties he  had  met  with,  at  my  feat,  which  I,  as 
was  natural,  had  quite  forgotten.  In  conl'cqacncc 
of  tbi*,  I  was  received  by  the  magiftrates  and 
principal  bijrgeffcs  of  the  to\*-n,  with  a  «-arm  and 
hearty  welcome,  fuch  as  men  naturally  fhcw  t£H 
wards  a  pcrfon  whom  the)-  fee  with  an  agree- 
able furprizc.  Mr.  Hh-lhouse,  member  of  tho 
Congrcfi,  with  whom  I  had  occafion  to  become 
acquainted  iu  Philadelphia,  wa*  my  conduiSor  to 
them.  He  is  a  worthy,  hofpltable  man,  of  true 
republican  principles  and  manners ;  as,  indeed, 
arc  all  the  people  of  Conneifticut.  Yet,  I  cannot 
help  preferring  thofe  of  Maflachufetts,  who  with 
the  fame  pkinnefs,  are,  however,  lefs  precife,  an^ 
more  amiable  in  their  manners. 

FA  IRFIELD.—NORWALK.— STAMFORD. 
The  State  of  ConneAicut  extends  only  five  o^ 
fix  miles  beyond  Stamford.  This  traft  is  not  in 
fo  good  a  ftate  of  occupancy  and  cultivation,  a^ 
that  through  which  I  had  come.  The  land  ad-' 
jaccnt  to  the  fea,  is  in  the  lame  ftate  as  that  Which 
lies  fomcwhat  farther  back.  From  Penobfcot  to 
New  York,  it  is  full  of  rocks.  Yet,  fome  part  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  leads,  is  ver- 
dant, covered  with  rich  crops,  and  agreeably  in- 
tcrelting  to  the  view.    A  confiderablc  part  of  it 
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js  covered  with  woods,  confifting  chiefly  of  pines, 
ipruce-firs,  arid  bitches.  Thirteen  miles  from 
Newhaven,  you  crofs  the  River  Stratford  in  a  very 
good  an4  fafe  ferry-boat.  At  the  ferry,  the  river 
is  about  half  a  mile  broad.  The  road  is  uneven, 
and  fb  ftpny,  as  to  be  not  dX  all  pleafant  to  a  tra- 
veller. You  crpfs  a  number  of  finaller  ftreams^  by 
paffii>g  along  tolerably  good  bridges.  Thefe  are 
navigable,  only  when  IwoUen  by  the  flowing  tide. 
There  arc  two  or  three  fmall  vefl!qls  v^hich  trade 
from  herice  to  New  York  and  the  neighbouring 
towns :  and  at  leaft  one  goes  to  the  Antilles.  I 
faw  one  at  JJeiiwied,  that  had  cattle  on  board. 
It  was  bound  for  the  Wefl:  Indies;  though  its  ton- 
nage was,  indeipd,  very  fmall.  All  thefe  fmall  ports 
or  creeks  belong  to  the  diftridl  of  Fairfield,  the 
fmallefl:  of  four  into  which  Connefticut  is  divid- 
ed.  The  exports  from  this  diflxift,  amounted, 
in  the  year  1 79l>  to  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars ;  in  the  year  1 792,  to  fifty- three 
thoufend  three  hundred  and  feventeen  dollars  ;  in 
1 793,  to  feventy-five  thouland  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars  5  in  1 794,  to  feventy-feven  thcJufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-fix  dollars  ;  in  1 795,  to 
eighty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  dol- 
lars. 

Between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  are  frequent 
tocks.     The  inhabitants  are  not  very  numerous. 

Some 
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Some  villages  of  a  pretty  thriving  appearance,  arc, 
however,  to  be  fccn  from  the  high  road.  No  cuIt 
ture  but  that  of  meadows,  no  tillage,  appears.  It 
is  faid  that  the  foil  is,  in  general,  fuificiently  fit 
for  bearing  corn,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  clir 
mate  fubjcfts  the  crop  to  a  blafting  that  never 
falls  to  fpoil  it  in  its  growth.  Thefe  difadvan- 
tages  afFeifl  the  whole  territory  lying  along  this 
part  of  the  coaft. 

F-KVIRONS  OF  NEW  YORK.— PAUr.rSHOOK. 

At  the  diitance  of  eight  miles  from  Stimford^- 
the  traveller  enters  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
quality  of  the  land  is  ftill  the  fame.  From  New- 
haven,  the  road  ftill  leads  along  the  coaft,  in  the 
fame  direftion  with  that  which  goes  toNewIjOi^- 
dori.  From  this  place,  the  coaft  of  Long  Ifland, 
is  forty, — from  Newhaven,  it  is  not  rnore  than 
twenty,  miles,  diftance.  But,  thp  two  coafts  ad- 
vance continually  towards  one  aiiother,  as  you  ap- 
proach New  York,  till,  at  laft,  oppofite  to  this  city, 
the  fliores  of  Long  Ifland  are  feen  at  no  more  than 
half  ^  mile's  diftance.  Ships  of  fmall  burthen 
make  their  way  through  the  Sound,  to  New  York. 
The  pafiage,  called  Hell  Gate,  is  fo  difficult  to, 
large  ihips,  that  it  was  attempted  but  twice  in  the 
time  of  the  American  war. 

A  fmall  part  of  the  road  has  been  conftruftcd 
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by  perlbns  who  undertook  this  bufinefs  upon  the 
credit  of  a  toll  that  is  now  levied.  This  part  was, 
for  thefe  two  laft  years,  almoft  impaflable,  but  is 
now  excellent.  Thofe  fragments  of  rock  which 
have  been  cleared  out  of  the  road,  are  piled  up 
along  its  fides,  and  ferve  to  prevent  any  deviation 
beyond  the  juft  limits  of  its  breadth.  The  paffagc 
to  the  ifland  of  New  York,  is,  by  King's  Ferry, 
at  the  diftante  of  fourteen  miles  from  that  city. 

This  ifland  isfeparated  from  the  main-land  by 
a  narrow  arm  of  the  North  River,  which  falls 
into  the  Sound,  and  extends  in  length,  between 
the  Sound  and  that  noble  river.  It  is,  here,  a 
mile  and  a  half  broad :  And  on  its  oppofite  bank, 
are  the  rugged  rocks  of  Jersey.  The  foil  of  the 
ifland  of  New  York,  is  a  barren  fand.  Some  not 
very  produftive  farms  lie  along  the  road ;  and  the 
ifle  is  covered  with  frequent  country-houfes  be- 
longing to  rich  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New 
York.  The  nearer  you  approach  to  the  town,  fb 
much  the  more  handfome  and  numerous  do  you 
fee  thofe  country-houfes  to  become.  By  inanurc 
and  laborious  culture,  the  fields  have  been  made 
to  yield  tolerable  crops,  and  the  gardens,  with 
great  difficulty,  to  produce  pulfe  and  pot-herbs. 

I  knew,  that  the  epidemical  ficknefs  was  fo  far 
mitigated  in  New  York,  that  the  communication 
was  again  open  between  this  city  and  Philadel- 
phia. 
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phia.  But,  I  went  to  Elizabeth-towii,  to  vifit  ] 
Mr.  RrcKETTs;  not  knowing  how  extremely  fear- 
ful bath  he  and  hU  wife  were,  lell;  tlie  infe(?iion 
fliould,  by  any  means,  be  communicated  to  their 
children.  I,  there,  determined  not  to  halt  In 
New  York,  as  my  acquaintance  wcmld,  moil  pro- 
~  bably,  have  left  the  town, 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATJONS. 
Granite  is  the  fpccies  of  rock  moft  prevalent 
along  the  coafts  of  Maflachufetts,  New  Hamp- 
{hire,  and  Maine.  The  appearance  of  its  frag- 
ments on  the  furface,  is  fufficient  to  enable-  any 
one  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  the  foil,  even  with- 
out examining  into  it,  more  particularly.  Granite 
is  not,  however,  the  only  fort  of  rock,  here,  to  be 
difcovered.  There  is  a  great  abundance  of  limc- 
ftone  at  Thomaflown,  Belfail,  Ducktrap,  and 
Waldoborough.  A  fand-ftone  is  there  found  in 
ytt  greater  pleiity.  There  is  fome  flate,  of  which 
9.  part  is  excel&vely  hard ;  though  it  be  more  com- 
'  monly  black  and  fcaly,  efpecially  at  the  comer  of 
Beatrix-hill. 

The  lime-ftone  in  General  Knox's  quarries  at 
Thomaftown  is  entirely  cryftallized,  and  mixed 
"with  aglittcring  fand-ftone.  Some  beautiful  pieces 
of  talcare  occafionally  found  among  its  layers.  It 
i?  caiy  t»  be  burnt,  and  affords  very  good  quick- 
lime. 
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lime.  Farther  towards  the  back-country  of  Maine, 
I  found  the  rocks  to  be  the  fame  as  on  the  coaft. 
Such  at  leaft  did  they  appear,  wherever  the  ground 
was  opened  to  any  depth.  On  the  fiirface,  there 
was  a  pure  gravel,  or,  more  commonly,  a  clay,  a 
ftifF  loam,  or  a  rich  vegetable  earth.  The  cataradl 
of  Androfcoaggin,  near  the  mouth  of  Kennebeck 
River,  exhibits  ftrata  of  a  hard  fchiftus.  In  Port^ 
land  there  is  an  intermixture  of  granite  with 
fand-ftone  and  other  glittering  ftones.  s  From  the 
heights  near  Portland,  are  feen  various  white 
rocks,  the  higheft  in  New  England.  They  are 
iituate  in  New  Hampfhire.  They  lie,  in  an  aflem^- 
blage  together,  behind  the  three  foremoft  ranges 
which  ftretch  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-v^eft. 
They  divide  Merrimack  from  Connefticut.  They 
are  feen  from  a  great  diftance  eaftward.  They 
are  more  than  feventy  miles  diftant  from  Portf^ 
mouth.  They  are  faid  to  confift  of  granite ;  bift 
I  did  not  fee  them  near  enough  to  be  able  to  de^- 
termine.  Of  this  fort  are  the  moxmtains  of  New 
Hamplhire  in  general.  On  the  way  from  Salen;^ 
are  large  rocks  of  a  yellowifh  red  colour^  whici^ 
have,  at  firft  fight,  the  appearance  of  jftfpcr,  but 
are^  in  faft,  only  a  very  hard  ochre.  In  tine  vicU 
nity  of  Boflon,  on  the  fea-fhore,  and  in  the  fiel4$ 
behind  the  town,  arc  a  great  variety  of  fei^entine$> 
feldfpars^  and  different  othef  fton^,  fbme  ^f  w]^cb 

axe 
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are  exceedingly  beautiful.  Beyond  Milton,  a  vil-i 
lage  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Eofton,  is 
a  tratS  of  ground  covered  over  with  pudding- 
ftones ;  and  the  brooks  exhibit,  on  their  beds 
water-worn  fragments  of  granite,  fchoerl,  and 
fand-ftone.  Strata  of  granite  and  fand-ftone  are 
equally  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ply- 
mouth, in  Rhode  Ifland,  and  in  the  environs  of 
Providence.  In  digging  for  wells  near  this  laft 
town,  there  have  been  found  an  afbeftine  earth, 
and  an  impure  lead-ore.  Such  is  the  general  cha- 
ratfter  of  the  flrrata  along  the  coafts  of  Connetfti- 
cut,  and  as  far  as  to  New  York.  The  obferva- 
tions  I  made  on  the  terraces  of  ibme  places  con- 
tiguous to  Mohawk's  River,  and  near  German 
Flats,  are  ftill  more  applicable  to  that  adjacent  to  * 
Connefticut  River.  Sometimes  only  one,  but 
more  commonly  both  banks  of  the  river  confift  of 
flat  ground,  which  is,  ever,  more  or  lefs,  under 
water,  and  of  which  the  foil  is  a  clay.  At  fome 
diftance  backward,  this  level  ground  is  bounded 
by  a  perpendicular  elevation  of  the  Jiirface,  to  the 
height  of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet.  Above 
this,  is  another  level  plain,  the  foil  of  which,  is 
naturally  dry.  This  plain  is  bounded  by  another 
abrupt  elevation  of  the  furface,  which  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  executed  by  art  in  fome 
period  of  very,  remote  antiquity.  Beyond  it,  is 
-  ■■  another 
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aaother  fimilar  work^  apparently  ftill  mofe  an-, 
cient.  There  are,  in  fome  places,  four  alternations 
of  thefe  plains  and  perpendicular  rifes,  one  .behind 
another,  which  afcend  with  the  regularity  of  ter-' 
races  in  a  garden>  to  the  fummits  of  the  hills. 
Where  the  hills  dcfcend  to  the  very  brink  of  the 
river,  thefe  terraced  plains  are  to  be  feen,  only, 
one  fide.  More  commonly,  however,  they  ap- 
pear on  both  fides :  And>  in' this  cafe,  the  corref- 
pohdirig  terraces>  on  the  oppofite  fides>  &re<)f  the 
fame  level.  Contemplating  thefe  wonderful  ap«> 
pearances,  one  is  naturally  led  to  conjctflure,  that 
thefe  heights  were  once  the  immediate  banks  o£, 
the  river,  which  in  defcending  to  its  prefent  chan- 
xicl  gradually  formed  the  fucceffive  flats  and  per- 
pendicular elevations  that  we  now  fee.  This  con^, 
jefture  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  fadl,  ^thg^t  thejfe^ 
heights  are  compofed  of  a  very  white  argillaceous 
fchiftus,  which  crumbles  into  a  powder,  in  th(?^ 
^r,  fuch  as  proves  to  be  a  fat  earth,  is  excellent 
for  vegetation,  and  is  of  the  fame  fort,  as  the  foil 
of  thefe  inte^acent  flats.  In  opening  the  foil  of 
thefe  flats,  people  often  find  branches  of  trees^  in 
^  more  or  leis  perfed:  flate  of  prefervation.  Thefe/ 
in  the  moifl  flate  in  which  they  are  found,  may 
be  moulded  with  the  fingers,  like  clay  ;  but,  when 
dry,  they  refqme  the  compact,  fibrous  texture  of 
wood.  I  have  not  heard  that  whole  trees  have 
Vol.  11.  A  a  been 
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been  found  in  this  fituation :  but,  it  is  probaWc, 
that,  in  digging  deeper,  fuch  might  be  met  with. 
I  have  found,  here,  no  remains  of  marine  ani- 
mals. The  ftones  in  the  river  exhibit  no  pctri- 
fadions  of  animals,  at  leaft,  none  that  I  could  fee-. 
In  the  interior  country  are  found  Hates  of  various 
forms,  colours,  and  qualities. 


The  different  trees  in  the  province  of  Maine 
arc  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  in  tiic  province  of 
Canada.  Some,  fuch  as  the  thuya  occidentalis, 
arc  not  found  farther  fouthward.  The  filver  fir 
grows  in  great  plenty  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
North  Yarmouth.  The  red  oak,  the  white  oak, 
and  another  fort  of  oak  that  grows  not  above  the 
height  of  fifteen  feet,  with  no  confiderable  thick- 
ncfs,  and  is  ufed  only  for  fcwel,  are  to  be  found 
there.  The  black  fir,  the  Weymouth  pine,  the 
red  cedar,  the  common  fir,  the  red  maple,  the 
Pcnnfylvanian  afii,  the  black  birch,  and  the  dwarf 
birch  are,  there,  common.  Thefe  trees  are,  alfo, 
found  in  Maflachufetts,  New  Hampftiirc,  and 
Connefticut.  The  faflafras  is  very  common  in 
the  laft  mentioned  ftate ;  but,  rare  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine.  The  balm-poplar  I  have  not  . 
fecn  northward  of  New  Hamplhire. 

FOWLS. 
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FOWLS. 

Here  is  a  wonderful  diversity  of  fmall  fowls, 
particularly  in  regard  to  colour.  I  was  in  Maine, . 
juft  about  the  time  when  the  wood-pigeons  go 
Ibuthward.  TTiey  are  engaged  for  the  {pace  of  a 
week  in  taking  their  departure.  An  innumer* 
able  multitude  of  thefe  fowls,  is  then  feen  to 
darken  the  air,  to  hang  upon  the  trecs>  and  to 
light  on  the  fields.  In  fpring  and  harvcfl:,  they 
are  killed  in  thoufands,  throughout  all  the  United 
States. 

SQUIRRELS- 

Squirrels  abound  throughout  all  America ;  but, 
in  New  England,  ftill  niorc  than  any  where  elfe. 
They  are  of  different  forts,  and  various  colours. 
The  fmali  grey  iquirrel  is  diftinguifl^ied  from  the 
flying  fquirrcl.  Some  of  the  Americans  eat  their 
flefli. 

ELlZABETtt-TOWN, 

As  I  could  fpend  but  little  time  here,  and  was 
unlucky  in  coming  unfeafbnably  to  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ricketts,  my  information  relative 
to  this  town,  is,  therefore,  but  inconfiderable. 
The  territory  of  this  townfliip  was  piircha'fed  from 
the  Indians  in!  the  year  l664,  and  was  firft  occu- 
pied by  emigrant;s  from  Long  Ifland,    At  prclcnt, 

r 
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the  town  confifts  of  about  two  hundred  well-built 
houfes,  two  handfomc  churches, — of  which  one 
belongs  to  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  the  other  tp 
the  Prelliyterians,  a  decent  council-houfe,  and  an, 
academy.  At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  weftwwd 
from  the  town,  is  the  courfe  of  Paflaik  Eiver, 
which  paiTes  to  the  north  of  Staten  Ifland^.and 
falls  into  the  bay  of  New  York.  This  cqnveai- 
ence  of  fituation  for  water-carriage,  renders  Eli- 
zabeth-town a  confiderabk  mart  for  thofe  pro- 
duds  of  the  back  lands  of  New  Jeriey,  which  are 
imported  into  New  York.  At  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Eicketts,  I  met  with  Mrs.  Kean,  whom  I  had 
been  often  in  company  with,  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  preceding  winter,  and  from-  whom  I  Iwd  ex- 
perienced great  hofpitality.  She  now  wore  a 
mourning- drcfs,  having  loft  her  huiband,  who 
died,  loon  after  my  departure  ffom  Riiladelphia, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  inoft  refpe^flable^men  ir» 
all  America.  Mr.  Ricketts,  a  gentleman  of  Eng- 
lish defcent;  long  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the 
Englilh  array ;  is  frank  and  open  in  his  manners ; 
and  be^rs  the  cbarader  of  being  a  true  Englt/k 
country -gentleman.  He  pofTefTes,  likewife,  a  rich 
plantation  in  Jamaica,  from  which  he  brings  all 
his  negroes ;  the  laws  of  Jerfey  ftiU  per piitting 
fiavery.!  In  the  northern  American  Statep,  fuch 
fervitudc  is  far  from  b^ing  fo  fevere  as  in  the 
,    '  iflands. 
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iflands.'  But,  manners,  not  laws,  produce  the 
only  difference.  There  is  no  law  to  hinder  an 
inhabitant  of  Jerfey  from  beating,  and  otherwife 
cruelly  ufmg,  his  negro-flave.  Should  he  mutilates 
his  flaveof  a  limb,  or  beat  an  eye  out  of  his  head ; 
the  courts  of  juftice  may  condemn  the  mafter  to 
a-  temporary  imprifonment,  but  have  no  power 
cither  to  fet  the  injured  flave  at  liberty,  or  to 
order  him  to  be  fold  to  a  different  mafter*  ^-  It  is 
not,  thercforc,^  probable,  that  even  a  tyrannical 
mafter  can  be  checked  by  fuch  carelefs  regula- 
tions, Silch  a  fituation  of  things  muft  be  Ihock* 
ing  in  any  country^  but  above  all,  in  a  free  repub- 
lican ftate.  But,  the  negroes  of  Mr.  Rickctts, 
are,  in  all  refpefts,  as  well  treated,  as  any  labourer^ 
who  are  freemen,  can  poiTibly  be.  The  liberty 
here  allowed  of  keeping  negro-flaves,  and  the  ge- 
neral opinions  of  the  country  in  favour  of  flavery> 
have  brought  into  New  Jerfey,  a  number  of 
French  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo,  who  have 
fet  many  of  their  negroes  at  liberty.  Thefe  fafni-: 
lies  have  left  moft  of  their  property  under  the 
proteftion  of  the  Englilh  ;  a  condiid:  of  which: 
they  do  not  much  boaft*  Some  of  tham  are  eager 
to  diftinguilh  thcmfelvcs  by  their  principles  and 
behaviour,  more  than  the  reft :  But,  even  thofe 
are  not  altogether  free  from  the  prepidiijes  of  die 
Ranter. 

Aa3  ^  During 
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During  my  fliort  ftay  at  New  York,  I  could 
not  without  great  anxiety-,  fix  my  mind  on  the 
objoSs  before  me ;  for  I  was  in  eamcft  expe^a- 
tion  of  letters  from  Europe,  which  greatly  agi- 
tated both  my  hopes  and  fears.  In  this  flat*  of 
mindj  I  could  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in 
any  enquiries  into  tlie  circumftances  of  a  town  of 
io  great  importance,  that  a  much  longer  time 
would  have  been  requifite  to  enable  one  to  know  . 
much  about  it.  I  have  fincc  had  occafion  to 
make  a  longer  vilit  to  this  place :  And  I  Ihall, 
therefore,  delay  making  any  remarks  concerning 
it,  till  I  come  to  fpeak  of  that  journey.  I  have 
fecn  the  leader  of  that  which  is  called  the  Fede- 
ralift  Party.  According  to  what  I  have  heard  of 
Mr.  Jay  from  his  friends,  he  himfelf  would  make 
as  bad  a  PreHdent,  as  his  treaty  makes  a  fyilem^ 
for  the  regulation  of  the  intcrcourfe  between 
America  and  Britmn.  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  lift- 
ened  to  every  piece  of  new  information,  and  in  the 
unfolding  of  his  reafons  and  dciigns,  availed  him- 
self of  cAcry  political  incident.  How  far  he  may 
follow  out  this  odious  lyAem  of  condu<ft,  I  knovr 
not ;  that  it  b,  in  truth,  his  iyftem,  I  have  no 
doubt. 

What  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Hamilton'himfelf 
confirms  mc  in  my  previous  opinion,  that  he  could 
not  but  wilh  for  a  better  trea^.  He  is  one  of  the 

abl6ft 
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fttleft  men  I  have  hitherto  krtown  in  America* 
He  poffefles  a  compreheniive  mind>  the  energy  of 
genius,  clearnefs  of  ideas,  a  flowing  eloquence^ 
knowledge  of  all  forts,  lively  fenfibility,  a  good 
chara6ler>  and  Very  amiable  manners.  This  praife 
rather  falls  fliort  of  his  defert,  than  exceeds  it. 

Mr.  King,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  leader  of  the  party  t?o  which  he  belongs,  is  alfo 
a  man  highly  diftinguiflied  for  his  talents,  arid 
for  the  worth  and  amiablenefs  of  his  charafter. 
Party- fpirit  infed:s  the  moft  fefpcftabie,  as  Well 
as  the  meaneft  of  men.  All  that  I  have  remarked 
in  New  York>  and  whatever  I  have  learned  in 
other  places,  during  the  laft  three  months,  leads 
me  to  fear,  that  America  cannot  long  continue 
to  enjoy  its  prcfent  internal  tranquillity ;  a  tran- 
quillity eflentially.neceflary  to  confirm  and  ex- 
♦tend  that  high  prosperity  which  many  other  cir- 
cumftances  feem,  at  prefent,  to  conipire  to  be- 
ilow  upon  thefe  United  States. 

While  I  was  at  New  York,  I  made  an  excur- 
sion to  the  beautiful   country-feat  of  Colonel  * 
Burr.     The  Colonel,  in  regard  to  politics,  be- 
-longs  to  the  Oppofition.     He  is  one  of  the  moft 
amiable  men  I  cverfaw. 

The  yellow-fever  has  raged  for  thefe  laft  three 
months  in  New  York,  and  has  cut  off  a  great 
many  lives,  yet  has  been,  in  the  whole>  lefs  fatal, 

Aa4  here. 
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here,  at  this  time,  than  It  was,  laft  year,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. It  has  confined  its  ravages  to  that  part 
of  the  town,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  harbour. 
Its  rage  begins  to  be,  for  the  prefent  fomewhat 
afluaged.  But,  medicine  docs  not  appear  to  have, 
as  yet,  found  out  any  very  fuceefsful  mode  of 
treating  this  djftemper. 

Between  Elizabeth  town  and  New  York.,  Hes 
the  town  or  village  of  Newark.  It  is  one  of  the 
fined:  villages  in  America.  It  confifts  of  one  very 
long  and  very  broad  ftrcet,  the  fides  of  which  are 
planted  thick  with  rows  of  trees,  and  which  is 
compofed  of  truly  handfomc  houfes.  Thefe  arc 
all  of  brick  or  wood,  and  every  one  of  them  has, 
behind  it,  a  neat  garden.  Newark  is  the  uftial 
ftage  for  the  m:iil-coaches  and  for  travellers  paffing 
between  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  There  arc, 
of  confequence,  a  number  of  good  inns  in  this 
place.  This  part  of  the  country  is  particularly 
famous  for  its  cyder ;  which  is  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  produced  in  other  parts  of  Jerfey ;  though 
;cven  the  refl  of  the  Jerfey  cyder  be  preferable  to 
whatever  is  produced  any  where  elfe  in  America, 
—even,  to  th.e  cyder  of  Virginia,  which  is  reck- 
oned exceedingly  good.  A  ftioemakw  who  ma- 
liufaftures  flioes  for  exportation,  employs,  here, 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  work- 
men,— almoft  pne  half  of  the  inhabitants'  of  the 
. town. 
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town.  The  number  of  thcfe,  has  been  greatly 
augmented  by  the  influx  of  families  which  the 
late  maflacres  have  driven  from  St.  Domingo  ^trfti 
the  other  French  iflands.  Newark  lies  on  the 
river  Paflaik. .  Coming  from  New  York,  we  are 
obhged  to  pafs  through  a  tra6t  of  elccedihgly 
fwampy  ground.  A  road  was,  about  a  year  finfec, 
conftrudcd,  for  the  firft  time,  through  this  moraft. 
It  confifts  of  trees  having  their  branches  cutaways 
difpofed  longitudinally,: one  befide^  another,'.- {^^td 
flightly  coveredVith  earth  :  this  road  is,  of  courfe, 
ftill  very  difagre6able  to' the  traveller,  and  very 
.difficult  for  carriages.  Though  on  horfeba^lc,  I 
-was  little  annoyed  by  this  inconveniencfe :  I  w^ 
^more  dilagreeably  fenfible  of  its  dilkdvantageous 
^narrownefs,  which  is  fuch,  that^tw6  carriages  can- 
cnot  pals  one  another  upon  it,  and  that,  even  t\v6 
perfonsuheeting  on  horfe,back,^  cannot  "eafily  avoid 
jtiftliing  one  another.  :.This  ill-ciofiftrudlpd,  and 
hx  too  i  narrow  caufe way r  has  coft  a  great  ex^ 
'pence.  Jt  is  three  miles  long,  and  has,  atvcack 
send;  atbroad  wooden  bridge  of  ftrong  a  Ad  hand- 
dfomeconftrudkion.  The  toll  cxad:ed  at  the  bridged 
is  intended  to  defray  the  ^cxpence  of  4he  road. 

The  way  between  Newark  and  Elizabethtowir, 
leads  thifough  an.  ^greeajbte  cotantry,  adorned  ^ith 
good  houfes,  and^  farms  having  a  plcaiiiig  n{p<:^  oF 
cultivation.     Tho,  fields  are  planted  ^  w^ith'  fruit* 

trees. 
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trees,  particularly  with  peach-trees,  which  arc  very 
Goninion  in  JcrCcy.  I  fell  in  with  a  fox-chafe  in 
my  ftiort  journey  on  this  road.  It  is  a  common 
divcrfion  with  the  gentlemen  of  Jcrfcy,  at  leaft  in 
thefc  parts ;  and  here,  as  in  England,  every  one 
joins  thechace,  who,  either  hasahorfe of  hisown, 
or  can  borrow  one.  I  fhould  almoll  have  thought, 
at  the  firft  fight,  tliat  I  was  In  Suffolk :  but,  both 
dogs  and  horfcs  were  of  a  much  more  indifferent 
appearance,  than  thofe  I  fliould,  there,  have  ieen. 

WOODBRIDGE. 

From  Elizabethtown  to  Woodbridge,  atraft  of 
ten  miles,  the  land  is,  in  general,  in  a  good  ftate 
of  cultivation,  but  is  more  commonly  laid  out  in 
meadows,  and  planted  with  maize,  than  drefled 
for  wheat.  The  foil  is  light  and  fandy.  When 
moderately  manured,  it  yields  wheat.  I  faw  fome 
fields  green  with  wheat  of  a  very  good  and  pro- 
mifmg  appearance.  The  ravages  of  the  Heflian- 
fly  greatly  difcourage  ail  the  farmers  in  Jerley 
irom  the  culture  of  wheat.  Nothing  lefs  than 
the  prcient  high  price  could  overcome  the  diflikc 
which,  here,  exifts  towards  it,  as  an  article  of 
crop. 

Woodbridge  is  a  long  village,  many  of  the 
hoofes  of  which,  lie  at  good  diftances  from  one 
aaodicr.     It  is  interie^ted  by  1^  fmall  Hream, 

which 
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which  foon  after  joins  a  greater  one,  called  Ar- 
thurkill,  that  falls  into  the  contiguous  bay  of 
Amboy .  The  road,  as  you  approach  Woodbridgc, 
leads,  thrice,  acrofs  the  river  Barray,  on  which  lies 
the  fmall  village  of  Bridge- town.  This  is  one  of 
the  moft  pleaiing  little  places  on  the  whole  way, 
on  account  of  the  varioufly  cultivated  fields  lying 
around  it,  its  fmall  but  very  neat  houles>  and  its 
many  fine  orchards. 

BRUNSWICK, 

Between  Woodbridge  and  Brunfwick,  the  lanc^ 
is  not  fertile.  The  meadows  are  trafts  of  rough 
ground.  Many  uncultivated  fields  are  to  be  feen, 
which  yield  no  other  produce  than  a  coarfe  grals* 
But,  even  from  the  heights  over  which  the  road, 
at  times,  runs,  the  traveller  has  agreeable  prof- 
peAs  of  the  river  Rariton  as  far  as  to  Amboy,  of 
Amboy  itfelf,  and  of  Staten  Illand,  with  the  ad- 
jacent expanfe  of  waters.  It  is  a  rich  and  noble 
profpedSl,  but  Qne  of  which  the  eye  fbon  tires. 
You  approach  the  firft  houfes  in  Brunfwick  by 
paffing  along  a  handfome  wooden  bridge  that 
leads  acrofs  the  river  Rariton.  It  is  new,  and 
juft  about  to  be  finilhed ;  for  a  flood,  laft  year, 
carried  away  a  former  bridge  of  too  flight  con- 
ftrudlion,  that  had  been  erefted,  the  year  before. 
Brunfwick  is  the  the  principal  town  of  the  county 

of 
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of  Middlefex,  which  contains  about  fevcntecn 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  thoufand  are 
flaves.  This  town  contains,  at  prel'ent,  about  two 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants  ;  and  its  popu- 
lation is  annually  encreafing.  The  furrounding 
territory  and  the  river  lie  exceedingly  low.  This 
faiall  town  is  the  mart  for  the  produce  of  all  the 
adjacent  country-,  andfor  that  of  the  back-lands — • 
to  the  great  hills,  a  tra£t  of  twenty  miles  in  e»J 
tent.  Hy  the  river  Rariton,  it  has  a  direft  in- 
tcrcourfe  by  water,  and  a  confidcrably  brilk  traf- 
fic, with  the  town  of  New  York. 

PRINCETOWX. 
As  you  approach  from  Bninfvvick,  the  adjoin-*  , 
ing  territory    15,  for  two  or  three  miles,  pretty 
agreeable.    It,  then,  becomes  rough,  and  of  a  very 
indifferent,  reddifli  foil.  The  land  is  covered,  and 
even  the  road  obilrudted,  with  large  maffes  of 
fchiftus.     The  way  paffes  on,  from  hill  to  hill ; 
and  yet,  no  interefting  profpei5l  appears,  to  cbm- 
penfate  the  toil  of  fuch  a  journey.     Two  or  three 
fmall  ftreams  are  to  be  crofled,  which  have.  milU 
upon  them.     Three  miles  from  Princetdwn,  th^   - 
land'  becomes  more  level,  exhibits  a  better  fiiow, 
of  cultivation,  and  is^  in  general,  more  agreeable 
to  the  eye.     The  houfes- belonging  to  Priricetowii 
are,  for  the  fpace  of -a  mile,  cl^ered  tc^th«*yin- 

what 
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^lat  is^qalle^  a  towtii  w.hi^h  may  confi£iho£  froxxk 

feyenty  to  eighty  howfoi^m  alii.  ,  AfanfiilL  all .  of 

thefe  are  furrounded  with  "beautiful  IBtuhbejy. ;  , 

;    PriiicetQi^ni^  famous  thx?oughout  America,  ai$ 

the  feat  of.  in  excellent  cx)liege.  '  Here  aire  from 

one!  hundrecjand  twenty  .to  6ne  hundred\apd  fiftyi 

ftudents,  from  all  diifereiit  parts  of  tbc  United 

States.    •  '  •-'•  ■.-.'■v  ■;■ 

MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight  miles  from  Princetown,  lies  Maiden.- 
head,  where  I  am,  q,t  prelent,  writing, .  on  thia 
Tudfday,  the  8  th  of  November.  I  choie  this  petty 
inn,  to  avoid  -fallihg  in  with  the  iiage-doaches, 
tha  pai|pgers  in  which,,  naturally  digrofs  all  the 
accofmni6datiofi,  at  the  inns  at  which,  they  ufu-i 
i^ly  ftop,  in  preference  to  any  iblitary*  rider.  I 
defired  to  obtain  fome  reft.  In  regard  to  the  in- 
convenience from  the  ftage-coaches>  at  any  other 
inn,  I  was  very  indifferent.:  but  as  to  my  reft,  I 
was  not  indifferent;  and  in  this  fmali  place  I 
hoped  to  c^joy  it.  But  the  only  bed-chamber 
in. the  houfe  happened,  when  I  alighted,  to  be 
occupied  by  a  club  of  the  labourers  imd  other  in- 
habitants of  the  neighbourhood,  affembkd  from: 
the  dift^ce  of  ,two.  miles  round.  Thefe  were. 
joined  by  people  drawn  together  on  account  of  a 
horfe-race,  which  was  to  be  run  at  the  diftance  o£ 
three  mil^  from  Maidenhead,  Thefe. people  had 

foon 


9G6  TIAVELS   TBROV6H 

foon  a  glais  of  grog  ia  their  heads,  and  began  to 
make  a  confidcrable  bulUe  in  the  inn.  I  -was  ne- 
cciTarily  obliged  to  retire  with  my  table,  into  a 
finall  comer  by  the  fire,  to  anfwer  the  qucftiori^ 
which  they  put  to  me,  and  to  give  them  the  ufc 
of  my  pen,  to  fcrawl  out  their  accounts.  They 
were  the  bcft  folks  in  the  world ;  only,  in  refpeA 
to  their  writing,  a  little  more  of  fcholars  than 
was  quite  agreeable  to  me.  I  mull,  however,  do 
them  the  jufticc,  to  own,  that  they  did  not  hinder 
me  from  fmoking  my  fcgar.  d 

ARRIVAL  AT  PHILADELPmA. 
From  Maidenhead  to  Trenton,  the  lanFis  mo- 
derately good.  At  many  places  through  which 
the  way  runs,  it  is  ftill  uncleared.  Trenton  is  the 
principal  town  of  the  State  of  New  Jeriey.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  houfes,  moft  of 
which  arc  of  wood.  Thofc  of  the  high-ftreet  arc 
ibmewhat  better  in  ftrufture  than  the  reft ;  yet 
ftiU  but  very  moderate  in  their  appearance, 
Trenton  poflciTes  all  the  ufual  public  buildings 
of  the  capital  of  a  ftate.  About  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  beyond  this  town,  is  the  paffage  over  the 
Delaware  by  a  ferry,  which,  though  ten  ftage- 
coaches  daily  pafs  in  it,  is  fuch,  that  it  would  be 
reckoned  a  very  bad  ferry  in  Europe.  The  river 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  broad.  Here 
'  '  begio 
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begin  thole  rapid  defcents  iij^this  river,  which  in- 
terrupt its  afcending  navigation  for  all  but  flat- 
bottomed  veiTels  of  eight  or  ten  tons  burthen. 
On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river,  the  retrofpedl  to 
Trenton  is,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  pleafing. 
The  ground  between  that  town  and  the  Dela- 
ware is  fmooth.  Hoping,  decorated  with  the  flow- 
ers and  verdure  of  a  fine  meadow.  In  the  envi- 
rons of  the  town,  too,  are  a  nun;iber  of  hand-  - 
fome  villas  which  greatly  enrich  the  landlcape. 
Trenton  is  the  head  town  of  the  county  of  Mid- . 
dleton,  which  contains  about  fix  thousand  inha- 
bitants, and,  among  thefe,  between  four  and  five 
hundred  flaves.  This  county  extends  back  to- 
wards^the  hills,  and  there  is  much  of  it  as  yet  un- 
cleared and  unoccupied.  Soon  after  croffing  the 
river,  the  traveller  comes  to  Morrifville.  Robert 
Morris,  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  on  which  this 
town  is  placed,  has  here  a  fine  country  feat.  He 
has  eftablifhed  here  a  number  of  forges  :  there  is 
much  iron  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  other  ad- 
vantages for  the  manufacture  concur :  yet  the 
cftablifbraent  has  not  hitherto  proved  fuccefsful. 
The  extent  of  his  fpeculations  fomewhat  difbr- 
dered  his  affairs.  Withdrawing,  in  confequence 
of  this,  from  a  part  of  that  immenfe  multiplicity 
of  bufinefs  in  which  he  was  formerly  engaged ; 
he  will  now  be  ab^e  to  attend  tct  tjbte  coUeding 

of 
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of  the  taxes  with  an  increafed  vigilance,  which 
can  hardly  i'ail  to  maJcc  them  produdive:  for  no 
man  can  bring  more  of  intelligence,  aftivity,  and 
leal,  than  Robert  Morris,  to  the  care  of  all  that 
regards  the  public  good,  as  he  fufficJcntlj  evinced' 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution. 

Having  crofTed  the  Delaware,  the  traveller,  is. 
within  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  at  the  diftance  of  four  and  diirty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  road  leading 
along  the  river,  fomctlmes  clofe  to  its  banks, 
Sometimes  receding  more  or  lefs  from  it,  pafles 
through  the  beautiful  villages  of  Briftol  and 
J^'rankfort.  The  land  does  not  feem  to  be*  very 
good ;  yet,  is  not  worfe  than  fome  other  land^ 
that  are  imder  culture,  in  Pennfylvania.  The 
road  is  broad,  and  jn  a  good  ftate  of  repair.  No 
one  of  the  other  ftatcs  pays  fo  much  attention 
as  Penniylvania,  to  its  roads  and  bridges.  A  num- 
ber of  good  houics  are  fcen  from  the  highway. 
The  nearer  you  approach  to  Philadelphia;  fo 
much  the  more  remarkably  does  every  thing 
affume  the  appearance  natural  to  the  vicinity  oi 
a  great  town. 

Pafling  Kenfington,  you  enter  that  capital  of 
Pennfylvania,  and,  in  truth,  of  all  America, 
where  almoft  all  their  great  trading  fliips,  are 
builtv  .  - 

My 
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My  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  nay,  in  truth,  even 
the  fight  df  its  fteeple,  excited  in  my  mind,  fome 
what  of  that  delight  which  one  feels,  upon  re- 
turning, after  long  abfencc,  to  one's  own  home* 
It  was  here  I  firft  landed  from  Europe;  here 
have  I  lived  for  the  greater  part  of  the:  time,  l 
havd  been  in  America ;  htfre  are  my  moft  inti- 
hiate  acquaintance,  who,  though  but  new,  are  the 
bldeft  i  have  in  this  part  of  the  w6rld.  Among 
theni  are  the  refpeftable  family  of  Chew,  by 
which  I  have  been  ever  received  with  all  the 
kindnefs  due  to  a  bf othefi 

I  thus  terminated  a  journey  of  feven  niotiths 
cbhtinuance,  on  which  I  cannot  refleft  without 
feeling  plealure ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  which  I 
found  few  things  but  iuch  as  I  have  had  occafion 
to  mark  with  approbation ;  though  the  fatigues 
which  I  now  feel,  makes  it  neceflary  for  mc  to 
lake  foiiie  time  for  refrelhment  and  repbfe* 
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ALTHOUGH  exceedingly  dcfirous  to  accorrt- 
plilli  my  journey  into  the  Southern  States, 
before  the  coniing  on  of  the  cxceffivc  heats ;  I 
vras,  however,  obliged  to  delay  my  departure  from 
Philadelphia,  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  March, 
As  the  direft  interconrfe  of  trade  between  Charlef- 
ton  and  Philadelphia,  is  interrupted,  during  the 
winter ;  I  could  not  fooner  obtain  a  pafiagc  to 
Charlefton.  On  Thurfday,  the  24th  of  March, 
I  toftk  fiiipping  for  Carolina  on  board  a  veflel  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  that  fails 
conllantly,  between  Phitadelphia  and  Charlellon. 
It  is  intended  to  ferve  partly  as  a  packet-boat ; 
and  the  cabin  is  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  a 
dozen  paflengers.  But,  my  fellow  paflengcrs  and 
I  were  twenty-five  in  number,  not  to  fpeat  of 
four  negroes  who  -were  likcwifc  on  board  ;  and 
we  were  crowded  together,  in  the  moft  difagree- 
ablc  manner  imaginable.  The  owner  of  the  velTel 

was 
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was  to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty-five 
piaftres  for  our  paflage  ;  the  captain  was  to  re- 
ceive twenty-five  times  twenty  piaftres  for  our 
board  during  the  courfe  of  it.  It  was,  therefore, 
reafonable  for  us  to  expeft,  that  we  were  not  to 
be  packed  together,  like  fo  many  bales  of  goods ; 
and  that  they  would  certainly  not  receive  into 
the  vefl!el,  ten  more  than  the  ftipulated  number 
of  paffengers.  Though  we  had,  for  two  days, 
nothing  but  calms  and  contrary  winds ;  the  whole 
paflage  was,  however,  only  of  fix  days  duration. 
Nothing  of  coniequence  occurred  to  our  obfer- 
vation,  in  the  coiirfe  of  it.  We  met  with  not 
more  than  four  mips,  as  we  failed  on. 

One  of  my  fell6w  pafi^engcrs  was  Mr.  Ell- 
Worth,  ofConnefticut,  recently  appointed  Chief , 
luftice  of  the  United  States.  All  the  American^ 
who  were  with  usj  and  they  were  almoft  all  young  ^ 
people,  Ihewcd  him  no  more  regard  than  if  h6 
had  been  one  of  the  negroes ;  though  he  be,  next 
after  the  Prefident,  the  firft  perfon  in  the  United 
•States,  or  perhaps,  indeed,  the  very  firft.  Difi'c- 
Ipeft  to  their  feniors  and  to  pcrfohs  in  public 
office,  feems  to  be  ftrongly  afFefted  among  tK^ 
Americans ;  fiich  at  leaft  is  the  humour  of  the 
ade  and  ill-bred  among  them.  This,  iurely^> 
.  Toceeds  from  miftakcn  notions  of  liberty:  for, 
if  ever  the  public  office-bearers  have  a  right  to  ge- 
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ncral  refpciS ;  it  muft  be,  abo\'C  all,  hi  thofe  free 
governments,  in  which  they  hold  their  autlioritica 
in  confecjucncc  of  the  elcftion  of  the  people.  It 
is  even  aftonifhing,  to  fee,  how  difrefpc(Sfully  the 
people  carry  themfelves,  in  regard  to  the  courts  of 
juftjce.  They  appear  at  the  bar,  with  their  hats 
on  their  heads,  talk,  make  a  noife,  fmoke  their 
pipes,  and  cry  out  agalnfl  the  fcntcnccs  pro- 
nounced. This  lafl  piece  ot  conduit  is  univerfal : 
and  there  are,  perhaps,  fomc  petty  inftances  of  in- 
juftice  in  the  courts,  which  make  it  to  be  not 
without  its  ufc.  However,  this  deficiency  in  rc- 
fpcft  to  the  ftate  officers  who  difcharge  the  public 
funiflions,  and  adminifler  juftice — one  of  the 
greatcft  blcffings  of  focial  Ufc, — is  aftually  fedi- 
tious,  and  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  idea 
of  a  people  living  under  a  ftable  government. 

We  had  five  or  fix  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, on  board.  Two  of  them  could  not  divert 
their  minds  from  melancholy  refleftion  upon  the 
lola  of  their  property.  They  were,  however, 
gentle,  courteous,  and  agifeeable  companions.  I 
paffed  moft  of  my  time,  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain fome  previous  knowledge  of  the  country 
which  1  was  about  to  traverfc.  In  this,  I  was 
agreeably  aided  by  the  converfation  of  Mr.  Prin- 
GtE,  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina.  He 
was  rctutjiing  from  appearing  as  defender  for  a 
French. 
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French  privateer,  in  a  caufe  before  the  fupreme 
court  in  Philadelphia;     We  fmbkcd  our  tobacco 
very  often  together,  on  the  deck,  in  the  c'abih, 
and  in  the  fmall  after-cabin.     I  was  aftoniflied 
at  the  carelcffnefs  of  the  perfons  fmoking  their 
fegars.     But,  my  aftonilhment  became  infinitely 
greater,  when,  on  the  day  after  our  arrival,  1 
wifhed  to  take  my  baggage  from  oii  board,  and 
faw  two  hundred  tons  of  gunpow^dcr  brought  out 
ofthefliip,  in  liich  a  manner,  that*  there  wai 
fome  of  it  fcattered  about  in  the  fliip.     That 
gunpowder  had  been  fufFered  to  lie  under  our 
table  over  which  we  fmoked  our  fegars,  and  while 
the  paflage  into  the  apartment  below,  was  ufually 
left  open. 

At  the  mouth  of  Charlefton  River,  is  a  fand- 
bank,  extending  from  one  Ihore  to  the  other.  It 
is  compofed  of  pretty  hard  fand,  on  which  a  fhip 
may  eafily  ftrike,  but  has  four  openings,  by  which 
vcfTels  are  navigated  acrofs  it.  Of  thefe  the  deepeft 
has  fourteen  feet  of  water  when  the  tide  is  flow- 
ing, and  twelve  feet  of  water  when  it  has  ebbed. 
At  fpring-tidcs  it  is  covered  with  water  to  the 
4epth  of  twenty  feet.  This  fand  bank  is  never 
paired  in  the  night.  To  prevent  veflels  from  the 
danger  of  fliipwreck,  which  would  otherwife  be, 
\n  this  place,  very  great,  both  buoys  in  the  water, 
and  fuit^ble  marks  on  land,  hayc  been  carefully 
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provided.  Thefc  arc  exceedingly  neccffaiy  ;  for 
thougli  the  Tea  was  calm,  and  tlie  water  clear, 
we  fliould  ncfc  have  diftinguiihed  the  proper  place, 
if  it  had  not  been  particularly  indicated  to  us. 
Ships  can  anchor  with  fafety  on  good  anchorage 
ground,  immediately  before  the  fand  bank.  But 
this  they  do  not  venture,  unlefs  the  wind  be  faint, 
and  the  billows  calm.  Alter  paffing  the  fand 
bank,  fllips  find  good  ground  for  anchorage,  all 
the  way  up  to  Charleflon.  The  bell  anchorage 
ground  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town. 
Charlefton  lies  twelve  miles  from  the  fand 
bank,  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Cooper  and 
Aihley.  A  fmall  wooden  fort  on  Fox  Mand,  the 
remains  of  the  old  fort  Johnfon,  fer\-es  but  for  a 
very  imperfedl  defence  to  guard  the  harbour.  The 
erediion  of  another  fort  ha^  been  projected,  which 
is  to  (land  on  Sullivan  Ifiand,  and  of  which  the 
range  of  the  guns  will  crofs  that  of  thofe  in  Fort 
Johnfon.  The  government,  to  which  the  ifle  be- 
longs, gave  permiffion,  four  years  fince,  for  per- 
ibns  to  build  upon  it,  on  condition  that  they 
fliould  hold  themfclves  ready  to  remove,  when- 
ever it  might  require.  This  ifle  is  reckoned  to  be 
very  healthy.  The  more  opulent  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  therefore,  have  houfes  here,  to  which 
they  refort  in  the  fummer  heats,  that  they  may 
breathe  a  jpuxer  and  cooler  ais,  which  is  very  foli- 
citoufly 
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citoufly  defircd  by  the  inhabitants  of  tlic  ri(^ 
grounds  contiguous  to  the  town.     It  is  caly  to 
forefce  that  the  people  who  now  refort  hither  in 
fuch  nimibcrs,  will  be  difpofed  to  thwart  the  go* 
vcrnmcnt,  when  it  Ihall  refolvc,  for  the  iecuritjr 
^f  the   harbour,   to   renew   thoie    fortificatiom 
which  occafioncd  the  loft  of  a  great  nmany  lives 
by  the  Englifli,  when  they  fci;;ed  this  town  iri 
the  year  1 780.     The  government  of  the  United 
States  ^re  exceedingly  deiirous  to  put  this  ifle  intq 
a  fufficient  condition  of  permanent  defence,  foch 
^  might  give  full  fecurity  to  one  of  the  raoft  im- 
portant harbours  they  poflcfs.     The  general  go- 
vernment wilhes  the  conflitution  to  be  in  thii 
inftance  obeyed,  becaufe  the  coniHtution  confers 
upon  it  the  power  of  this  harbour:  But  the  ftatd 
of  South  Carolina,  which  would  thus  lole  the 
command  of  the  harbour,  flrongly  oppofes  th« 
defign. 

Charleflown  was,  in  the  time  of  the  Englifh; 
furrounded  with  fortifications.  Of  thofe  only 
three  or  four  batteries,  part  good,  part  bad,  now 
remain.  A  French  engineer  has  lately  raifed  an- 
other at  a  great  expcnce,  but,  as  is  too  cofmmorily 
the  cafe  with  things  undertaken  in  America,  this 
fort  is  very  injudiciouily  conftruAcd,  Toward! 
that  fide  which  is  parallel  with  the  rivei^i  ^he 
range  of  its  guns  cannot  hinder  the  accefs  of  fhipi 
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ipto  the  road.  In  that  direclion,  too,  its  left  fide 
extends  too  £ir,  fo  that  the  camion  cannot  be  le- 
velled at  any  other  obje^  than  the  houfcs  of  the 
town.  The  battery  is  of  wood,  but  there  has 
not  been  enough  of  wood  ufed  in  its  conftru&on. 
The  engineer  excufes  himfelf,  by  complaining 
that  be  has  not  been  fufficiently  fupplied  with 
inoncy  for  the  czpence.  Why  then  did  he  un-. 
deitake  a  work,  which  he  was  not  fully  to  com- 
plete ?  For  this  he  can  offer  no  excufe,  but  that 
be  was  dcfirous  to  be  employed ;  and  with  fuch 
an  excufe  it  is  not  eafy  to  be  perfeAly  fatisfied. 
.  The  town  of  Charleilon  was  founded  in  the 
year  1 670.  Like  ail  the  reft  of  South  Carolina, 
it  fuffered  much  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the 
revolution.  It  was  three  years  in  the  polTeffion 
of  the  Englilh»  who  fpared  no  rigour  of  com-r 
mand,  no  cruelty  of  punifliment,  no  ipoHation  of 
property,  that  could  ierve  to  make  their  memory 
odious.  Many  of  the  houfes  which  they  deftroyed 
were  of  wood  ;  and,  inftead  of  thofe,  brick  houfes . 
have  been  iincc  erefted.  Still, ,  however,  fomc 
of  the  more  opulent  inhabitants  prefer  wooden . 
houfes,  which  they  believe  to  be  a  good  deal 
(Cooler  than  thofe  which  are  pf  brick.  Everything 
peculiar  to  the  buildings  of  this  place  is  formed 
tp  mpderate  the  exccffive  heats;  the  windows  are 
ppeffj  0ie  doors  pafs  through  both  fides  of  the 
,  :  houfes. 
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houles.  Every  endeavour  is  ufed  to  retrefh  tlie 
apartments  within  witli  frefli  air.    Large  galleries 

are  formed  to  Ihelter  the  upper  part  of  the  houfc 

* 

from  the  force  of  the  iiin  s  rays  ;  and  only  the 
cooling  north-eaft  wind  is  admitted  to  blow 
through  the  rooms.  In  Charlefton  perfons  vie 
with  one  another,  not  who  fliall  have  the  fincft, 
but  who  the  cooleft  houfe. 

The  ftreets  are  not  fo  well  contrived  as  the 

w 

I  I 

kouies,  to  prevent  exceffive  heat  from  the  rays  of 
the  fun.    Thofe  are  almoft  all  narrow.    They  arc 
tmpaved,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  ftones;  and 
the  <and  with  which  they  are  confequently  co- 
vered, retains  the  heat  to  an  intolerable  degree, 
and  fpreads  it  into* the  houfes.     The  fmalleft 
quantity  of  wind  raifes  and  drives  about  this  fand 
in  the  ftate  of  duft  that  is  inexpreffibly  difagrec- 
able  ;  and  any  flight  fall  of  rain  moiftens  it  into 
a  puddle.   There  are  fome  foot-paths  by  the  fides 
of  the  houfes ;  but  thefe  are  narrow,  interrupted 
by  the  doors  of  cellars,  and,  therefore,  of  very  little 
ufc.     Nor  are  the  ftreets  all  accommodated  with 
thefe  foot-paths.     Only  two  or  three  of  thcfc 
ftreets  are  paved,  and  the  ftones  upon  thefe  were 
brought  as  ballaft  by  fome  fliips  from  the  northern 
ftates.    It  is  by  fuch  means  alone  that  the  ftrcet$ 
of  Charlefton  can  be  paved;  h\it  the  expencc 
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is  fo  great,  that  the  o^cd  in  view  cannot  be  ac* 
coropliihed  in  this  way  within  any  given  time. 

HoaiTcs,  otherwil'e  commodious  and  wcU  fur-^ 
llilhed,  make  often  but  a  poor  appearance  out- 
vardly.  They  are  indifferently  painted,  or  per- 
haps not  at  all.  The  doors  and  railings  are  in  a 
vet)'  bad  ftate.  The  air  being  fo  thick  and  fo 
ialine,  fbon  dellroys  the  colouring.  Although 
iiich  a  number  of  negroes  be  here  kept, 'yet  the 
boufcs  are  not  prelerved  fo  clean  on  the  iniide  as 
in  the  northern  States. 

The  expcnces  of  the  tabic  are  nearly  the  fame 
here  as  in  Philadelphia.  The  cxpences  of  equi- 
page are,  at  leaft,  as  to  the  number  of  tliole  who 
bear  them,  greater.  Here  are  few  families  who 
do  not  keep  a  coach  or  chaife.  The  ladies  lire 
never  feen  to  walk  on  foot.  However  ihort  the 
journey,  the  (parriagc  rnuft  always  be  ypked.  J^ven 
the  men,  too,  make  frequent  uie  of  their  carriages. 
The  ezpence  of  fefvants  is  hkewife  confiderable, 
Thcfe,  both  male  and  female,  are  negro  and  mu- 
latto flaves.  An  inhabitant  of  Carolina,  though 
pot  very  opulent,  rarely  has  fewer  than  twenty  of 
thefe  in  his  ftables,  in  his  kitchen,  and  attendant 
vpon  his  table.  A  child  has  a  number  of  negro 
e^ildren  to  attend  him,  and  comply  with  all  his 
bwnouis  i  fo  that  the  little  white  man  learns, 

even 
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cveh  before  he  Can  walk,  to- tyrannize  ova:  the 
blacks. 

•   The.  lAhabitants  of  Charlefton  are  obUging 
^nd  hofpitable.     They  receive  a  ftrangcr  with  a 
ki'ndnefs  that  watches  to  anticipate  his  wifhcs^r 
They  have  fignalized  their  beneficence  and  gene- 
fofity  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  towards  the 
unfortunate  exiles  from  the  French  Weft  India 
ifles.     With  a  liberality  eager,  rcfpedful,  na^ 
wearied,  they  h^ve  fupplied  them  with  money, 
linens,  lodging.     1  an^  forry  to  fay,  that  the  \m- 
bappy  objeiSs  of  this  kindnefs  have  not  conduced 
themielves  with  due  gratitude  and  prudence ;  but 
that,  with  their  ufual  lightnefsand  want  of  reflec- 
tion, they  have  derived  little  real  advantage  from 
the  hospitality  p£  their  entertainers,  and  have 
almoft  obliged  the  people  of  Charlefton   to  alter 
their  conduit  towards  them;  yet  there  is  ftill  a 
great   deal   q(  charitable   contribution  towards 
their  relief.     The  Frenchmen,  top,  generally  rail 
.  againft  the  Americans,  curfe  them,  and  are  almoft 
ready  to  aifault  thofc  very  perfons  from  whom 
they  receive  the  moft  benevolent  relief,  and  who 
have,  not  without  good  rcafon,  withdrawn  from 
them  their  former  kindnefs. 

The  rich  do  not  here,  as  in  Philadelphia,  ftrivc 
to  improve  their  fortunes  only  by  Ipecuktion^ 
£ind  iiock-jobbing.      Here  they  are,  generally^ 

merchants. 
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mercb&nts,  and  bufily  engaged  in  aduai  traffie-. 
The  planter  icUs  his  produce,  Tor  the  greatefl: 
price  he  can  obtain,  to  the  merchants  by  whom 
k  ii  to  be  exported;  and,  excepting  only  that 
finall  part  of  his  time  which  this  buflnefs  demands, 
^endi  all  die  reft  of  it  in  company  and  purfuits 
of  pkafirrc.  Many  of  thefe  planters  live  not  upon 
their  plantations,  but  go,  from  time  to  time,  to 
vifit  them;  and  have  overfeere  conftantly  refidcnt 
upon  them.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the 
maftcr  lives  in  Charlefton.  Even  thofe  planters 
who  are  more  commonly  refident  upon  their 
cftates  leave  them  from  the  month  of  June  to  No- 
Tcmber,  in  order  to  efcape  the  dangerous  {cyct 
with  which  white  pcrfons  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
liic  rice-grounds  are  very  liable  to  be  infefted  du- 
ring that  part  of  the  year. 

Tlie  merchants  of  Charlefton  have  carried  on 
a  Tcry  aiftive  trade  fincc  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war.  They  keep  a  greater  number  of 
iCTvunts  than  thofe  of  Philadelphia.  From  the 
hour  of  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  rarely  think 
of  aught  but  pleafurc  and  amufement.  The  man- 
ners and  habits  of  fociety  arc  nearly  the  fame  in 
Charlefton  as  in  other  parts  of  the  American 
States.  Frequent  dinners,  frequent  parties  for. 
tea-drinking.  There  are  two  gaming-houfes,  and 
bath  arc  coi^ftantjy  full.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 

of 
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of  South  Carolina,  having  been  in  Europe,  have^ 
of  confequence,  acquired  a  greater  knowledge  of 
,our  manners,  and  a  ftronger  partiality  to  thcm^ 
than  the  peopk  of  the  Northerri  States.  Con- 
fequently,  the  European  models  of  life  arc  hc« 
more  prevalent  The  women  are  here  n^ore  iiv^iy 
than  in  the  north.  They  take  a  greater  Iharc  in 
the  commerce  of  fociety,  without  retaimng  fqr 
this  th€  lels  of  modefty  and  delicate  propriety  m 
their  behaviour.  They  are  interefting  and  agree- 
able, but  perhaps  not  quite  {o  handsome  as  thofe 
of  Philadelphia.  Both  men  and  women  foon  be- 
gin h*e  to  lofe  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  to  feel 
the  infirmities  of  age.  At  the  age  of  thirty  ^• 
woman  appears  Old.  You  often  fee  women  with 
children  at  the  breaft,  who  yet  have  all  the  wrin- 
kles and  haggard  looks  of  fixty.  At  the  age  <^ 
fifty,  the  hair  becomes  entirely  white. 

As  to  politics,  both  the  State  and  the  people,  ia 
general,  are  of  the  Oppofition.  The  hatired  againfl: 
England  is  almoft  univerfal.  Here  are  few  opu- 
lent planters  who  have  not  formerly  fiiffercd 
much  from  Englifti  hoftility.  .The  number  of  the 
negroes  who  were  flain,  or  efcaped  from  their 
mafters,  during  the  war,  was  not  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand,  including  between  fix  and  fcven  hun- 
dred whom  the  Englilh  carried  away  with  th^m 
when  they  left  this  place.     All  here  agree  tQ  ch^ 

rifl} 
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rifh  an  inveterate  hatred  againft  England,  and  by 
confequence  to  difapprove  the  treaty.  At  table 
■warmly  fcderalift  toafts,  fuch  as,  "  Permanency 
to  the  Union  !"  "  The  Confidence  of  the  States 
to  the  Prefident  I"  arc  very  common. 

It  Ihould  feem,  that  any  feparation  of  the 
Northern  from  the  Southern  States  would  be  ^ery 
little  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Setting  afide  every  political  coniideration, 
the  neceflity  of  an  increafed  commercial  intcr- 
courfe  with  the  north,  in  order  to  augment  the 
Ihipping,  and  enlarge  the  general  wealth  of  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States,  makes  it  thtir  un- 
queftionablc  intei-cft  to  maintain  the  Union.  To 
this  neceflity  of  intereft,  the  Northern  States 
afcribc  the  prefcnt  partiality  of  the  Southern  for 
the  federal  government.  But  then  they  allcdge, 
that  their  neighbours  will,  with  the  greateft  ala- 
crity, abandon  the  Union,  as  foon  as  they  ihall 
have  acquired  fufficient  ftrength  to  ftand  by  thera- 
fclvfis.  There  are,  however,  obftacles  that  ftrongly 
oppofe  their  rifmg  fpeedily  to  that  degree  of  prof- 
^rity  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  I  fhall  mention. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  1584,  and 
AdmitalCoLiONY,  in  the  year  1590,  attempted, 
Tvitfedut  fnccefs,  to  eftablifh  colonics  in  Carolina. 
Ifttcftine  diffenfions  and  contefts,  deftroyed  the 
^^lonies  l^hich  they  introduced.  The  firft  effec- 
tual 
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tual  Tettlemi^nt  of  colonifts,  in  this  tcrritdiy,  was 
in  the  year  l662.  Charles  the  Secoiid;^  after  hi* 
reftoration,  bcflowed  a  grant  of  this  region,  from 
the  thirty-firft  to  the  thirty-$xth  degree  of  laiti-* 
tude,  upon  eight  Englilh  nobkmcn.  Thofe  were 
the  E^l  of  Clarendon,  the  Dnke  of  Albemarle, 
Lord  Craven,  Lord  Derby,  Lord  Afliley,  Lord 

Carteret,  and  Sir Caa^fcton.     TKefe  noble^ 

iticn  employed  the  celebrated  Locke  to  franie  ^ 
conftitutioh  for  the  colony  which  they  were  al^cmt 
to  eftablilh.     He  gave  them  a  COnftifeiticJii,  ill 
^hich  the  people  were  divided  into  nobles  losA 
commons  ;  the  nobles  into  landgraves,  caciques^ 
ihd  baroils.     The  Colonial  territoiy  was  divided 
intci  cbuntifes.    The  firft  clafs  of  the  nobility  weire 
to  pofiefs  each  forty-eight  thoufend  acres  of  land  { 
the  fccohd  clafs  twenty-four  thoufand  acires ;  tltifc 
thilfd  clafs  tv^elve  thoufand  acres.    A  fifth  part  of 
the  wrhble  lands  was  to  be  parcelled  out  ahion^ 
the  plebeians*     A  parliament,  compofed  of  thA 
nobles   of  their  reprefentatives>   in  cohj'un^ioH 
with  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  commons,  was  t* 
conipbfe  the  legiflativc  body,  under  thij  dirc^ictt 
of  the  eight  proprietors,  who  were  to  form  them* 
felves  into  a  council,  in  which  the  eldeft,^witi 
the  title  of  Palfgrave,  was  to  prefide.   In  the  y^ar 
IC67,  the  firft  colonifts  came  out  hither -frbfii 
England.     Within  a  few  years  aft^  -there  -fol- 
lowed 
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'owed  ibme  other  emigrations    from   England^ 
France,  Holland,  and  New  York; 

This  perplexed  torm  of  government ;  the  con-* 
tinual  wars  among  the  Englifh,  French,  and  In-- 
dians ;  diflenfions  among  the  colonifts  themfclvcs, 
arifing  from  the  excluilvc  inftltution  of  the  reli^ 
gion  of  the  Church  of  England ;  brought  the 
colony,  at  length,  into  a  ftate  of  fuch  confufion 
and  diftrefs,  that  it  was  entirely  ruined.  The  pro- 
prietors, at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants,  now 
refigned  the  government  of  the  colony,  but  not 
the  territorial  property,  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  year  1 729,  the  King  of  England  bought 
alfo  the  property  of  the  lands,  from  the  feven  pro- 
prietors, for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  ten  pounds  fterling ;  and  the  pro* 
vince  was,  by  an  afl  of  the  Britiih  Parliamentj 
divided  into  the  two  parts  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  Lord  Carteret  alone  chofe  to  adherci 
in  refpeft  to  his  part  of  the  property,  to  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  dominion  had  been  for- 
merly ceded  to  the  government.  The  two  colo- 
nics received  a  charter  of  conftitution,  which  was 
much  more  fimilar  than  their  former  one  to  the 
Engliih  conftitution,  and  to  thofe  of  the  othe^ 
American  colonies. 

Since  that  time,  Carolina,  aftd  cipccially  its 
fouthem 
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ibuthem  divifion,  has  be  come  continually  more 
populous,  more  cultivated,  and  more  commercial. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  was  confidered 
as  being,  in  wealth,  and  every  other  advantage, 
one  of  the  moft  important  provinces  of  America. 

By  its  new  conftitution,  this  ftate  is  divided 
into  diftriijls  and  parilhes.  The  diftrifts  are  nine 
in  number.  The  conftitution  was  framed  in  the 
year  17Q0.  The  legislature  is  compofed,  as-ia 
the  other  ftates,  in  a  council  of  ftvtn  and  thirty 
members,  and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  an 
hundred  and  twenty-four  members.  To  be  qua- 
lified for  being  chofen  a  member  of  the  council, 
a  man  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age,  muft  have 
refided  for  five  years  within  the  boundaries  of  the. 
ftate,  muft  poflifs  a  clear  land-eftate  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling,  or  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars  revenue,  if  a  refident 
in  the  diftrid:  for  which  he  is  nominated ;  or  of 
twice  that  value,  if  he  do  not  refide  within  the 
diftrid:.  The  fenators  are  chofen  for  the  term  of 
four  years  ; .  but  one-half  of  their  nximber  go  out 
of  office  at  the  end  of"  every  two  years.  To  be. 
qualified  for  eledion  into  the  houfe  of  repreien- 
tatives,  the  candidate  muft  be  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  muft  have  been  three  years  refident  in  the 
flate,  muft  have  a  clear  eftate  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  or  ten  negroes,  pr  one  hundred  and 
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fifty  pounds  fterling,  which  is  equal  to  fcvcn  han- 
drcd  and  fevcnty-two  dollars.  If  not  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  diftridl  he  wilhes  to  reprcfcnt,  his  for- 
tune muft  then  be  twice  as  great.  The  rcpre- 
fentatives  are  elefted  for  the  fpace  of  two  years, 
and  go  out  all  at  once.  To  be  qualified  for  the 
office  of  governor,  a  man  muft  be  one  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  muft  have  been  ten  years  refident 
within  the  ftatc,  muft  pofiTcfs  a  fortune  of  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  or  fevcn- 
tecn  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars, 
firee  from  debt.  The  Governor  is  elc<5led  for  the 
term  of  two  years  ;  and,  after  an  interval  of  four 
years,  from  the  time  of  his  going  out  of  office,  he 
may  be  rcchofen.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
govcrrvor  are  nominated  by  the  leglfiative  bodvr 
and  both  at  the  fame  time.  The  judges  are  like- 
wife  nominated  by  the  lame  body ;  and  their 
continuance  in  office  is  to  be  during  their  good 
behaviour.  The  commiffioners  of  the  revenue, 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  commander  in  chief,  the 
flieriffs,  are  likewife  named  by  the  legiflature  ;• 
and  they  hold  their  offices  for  the  fpace  of  four 
years.  All  charges  againft  members  of  the  legifla- 
ture, or  members  of  the  ftate,  are  to  be  produced 
only  before  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The 
fcnatc  pronounces  fentcnce.  The  only  punifli- 
ment,  however,  that  A  can  inflidt,  is  deprivation 

of 
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'  iof  ofEee,  with  incapacitation  for  any  future  pub- 
*  he  employment.     The  courts  of  juftice  arc  more 
fevere. 

Eleftors  muft  be  of  the  age  of  one  and  twentj; 
years,  muft  have  been  two  years  refident  in  the 
ftate,  and  muft  be  proprietors  each  of  fifty  acres 
of  ground,  or  of  a  building-lot  in  Ibme  town, 
free  from  any  burthen  of  debt.  If  not  poi|effcd 
of  this  property,  the  eledlor  muft  at  leaft  have 
refided  fix  months  within  the  elefting  diftriA^ 
and  muft  be  a  contributor  of  three  Ihillings  fterU 
ing  annually  to  the  revenues  of  the  ftate.  Altern- 
ations in  the  conftitution  can  be  made  only  witH 
the  confent  of  two-thirds  of  the  a<5lual  membcrt 
of  the  two  houfes  of  legiflature  ;  and  even  aftet 
this  are  not  to  be  carried  into  final  accomplilh- 
mcnt  without  the  approbation  of  an  equal  majo-^ 
rity  at  the  next  fubfequent  meeting  of  thefe 
bodies.  This  conftitution  confifts  of  a  declaration 
of  rights  in  ten  articles>  extremely  fimple,  and  verj^ 
mtelligible. 

At  prefent,  thofe  who  are  to  vote  for  South 
Carolina,  in  the  election  of  the  Prefidents  of  the 
United  States,  muft  be  named  by  the  two  houfts. 
Thofe  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  who  have  poffef- 
fions  in  different  diftriAs,  are  at  liberty  to  Vote  ill 
either  of  them  at  their  plcafura     Every  inleitibW 
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of  the  leglflativc  body  has  an  allowance  of  fevei* 
jlullings  a  day  from  the  ftate. 

The  law  of  England  U  received  as  the  commoB 
law  as  well  of  Carolina  asof  almuft  all  the  reft  of 
America.  Few  inftances  occur  ol  departure  from 
it. 

The  law  for  the  difpofai  of  the  property  of  per- 
Ibns  dying  inteiiate  allots  to  the  widow  of  a  man 
dying  without  children  one  half  of  his  eilate  ;  to 
the  widow  of  him  who  leaves  children  to  inherit 
from  him,  only  a  third  part  of  his  fortune*  The 
children  receive  equal  Ihares.  In  general,  how- 
ever, every  man  is  at  hberty  to  difpofe  of  his  pro- 
jjcrty  by  will,  as  he  plcafes.  He,  however,  wh6 
lives  in  open  concubinage,  may  not  dcvife  away 
from  his  wife  and  children  above  one-fourth  of 
his  property,  otherwife  his  will  is  liable  to  be  fet 
afide.  Baftards,  whofe  fathers  cannot  be  difco- 
vered,  arc  brought  up  at  the  public  charge.  But 
he  whom  a  young  woman  with  child,  in  fornica- 
tion, names  as  the  father  of  her  infant,  is  com- 
pelled by  law  to  pay  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds  fter- 
ling,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  for 
the  fupport  and  education  of  its  childhood. 
. .  There  is  in  Charlefton  an  eftablifhment  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  It  is  called  a  work-houfe, 
hut  no  work  is  done  in  it.     It  cofts  the  State  the 
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fnr^  of  five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  twjcntyr 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol* 
lars  a  year ;  and  feems  to  ferve  only  as  an.  aiylufcii 
for  idlenefs.     The  recovery  of  debts  gives  rife  to 
many  aiftions  at  law,  in  this  ftate.     The  procc6 
is,  in  thefe  cafes,  fo  tedious,  and  the  fentence  of 
the  courts  fo  long  delayed,  that  the.  bm^nefs  of  art 
advocate  be.comes,  of  courfe, :  very-  Iticfetivc.     It 
is  faid,  that  the  corruption  of  the  Ikeri^,  who  are 
eafily  bribed,  contribute  greatly  to  the.  prefent  de- 
lays of  the  law.     Thefe  diforders  are  the  naturjd 
confeqiience  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fortunes  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  and  of  their  love  of 
expense.     Meffrs.   Charles  Pinckney,  Ed-^ 
WARj>  RuTjLEDGE,   Pringle,  Holmes,   and 
one  or  two  other  advocates,  earn,  in  their  offices, 
each  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year,  or 
from  eigliteen  thoufand  to  twenty-three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars.     Eight  or  teii 
others  earn  from  ten  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand 
dollars,  or  from  two  thoufand  to  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year.     This  is  a 
liberal  calculation  of  their  gains.     Perhaps,  they 
may  not  always  receive  the  moft  pumiual  pay- 
ment 

The  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina  is  cxcef* 
fivelv  fcvere.     The  punilhnaent  <?f  hanging  and 

C  c  3  whipping 


3^0  TRAVELS  TIIROUGn 

wiiifqjing  are  inflided  in  many  cafes,  in  which 
the  go\"C!nments  of  Europe  ufe  lefs  fe^-erity. 
Death  is  the  punifhnient  for  the  theft  of  horfes 
or  mules.  This  feverity  the  people  of  the  country 
endeavour  to  eicule  by  obferving,  that  the  horfes 
■  ate  commonly  left  in  the  fields,  and  prefcnt  a  very 
ftrong  temptation  to  theft  to  the  unprincipled  and 
needy.  But,  fuch  local  rcafons  aiford  no  fatit.fac- 
tory  ezcufe  for  fuch  atrocious  feverity.  Why 
ihould  convenience  be  thus  preferred  to  juftice 
and  humanity  ? 

For  the  theft  of  homed  cattle,  the  punllhment 
IE  only  a  fine  ot  ten  poLii.ds  ftcriing,  or  if  the 
tbief  be  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  a  whipping  of  nine 
tad  thirty  lafties.  Another  criminal  law  of  ex- 
treme feverity  has  been  c.ic-clcd  againft  the  break- 
ing down  of  the  dyke  of  the  canal  that  forms  a 
communication  between  the  rivers  Santce  and 
Cooper :  death  is  the  punifhment  for  this  crime. 
For  the  fame  breakini>,  down  of  the  dykes  of  two 
other  canals  in  this  it^itc,  the  punifliment  is  only 
feven  years  imprifoument.  The  importance- of 
the  canal  in  queflion  can  never  juftify  a  criminal 
law  of  fuch  barbarity.  Nor  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  utility  of  the  canals  here  mentioned 
fufficient,  to  account  in  a  fatisfa<5lory  manner  for 
the  differences  of  puniihment. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  feverity  of  thcfe  laws  is  ge- 
nerally 
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ncrally  mitigated  by  recommendations  to  mercy, 
addrefled  from  the  juries  to  the  Governor.  But, 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  mitigation  is  a  reproach  tp 
the  laws ;  as  it  evinces,  that  thefe  have  aot  efta- 
blilhed  a  due  relation  between  crimes  and  puniih** 
ments.  There  is,  befides,  reaibn  for  fuj^pofing^ 
that  however  humane  the  members  of  juries^ 
horfe-ftealing  will  more  feldom  find  mercy  tha^ 
murder.  In  a  well-governed  ftate,  the  onlymod^ 
of  aiSing  towards  bad  laws  is,  not  by  compromife? 
with  them,  but  by  reforming  them. 

The  laws  refpeiSling  the  negroes  are  derived 
from  an  Englilh  inftitute  of  the  ^ year  1740.  A 
juftice  of  the  peace,  with  three  freemen  of  thp 
neighbourhood,  examine  into,  and  decide  upoij> 
the  crimes  of  negroes.  No  defeader  is  allowed  tp 
the  poor  wretch  accufed ;  and  his  judges  have 
power  to  condemn  him  to  whatever  mode  of 
death  they  iliall  think  proper.  Simple  theft  bjT 
a  negro  is  pumifhed  with  death.  When  the  crime 
is  not  fuch  as  to  defcrve  capital  punilhment,  f^ 
juftice  of  the  peacp,  with  a  fmgle  freeman,  may, 
in  this  cafe,  condemn  to  whatever  lighter  punilh- 
ment they  ftiall  pleafc  to  inflid.  For  the  mur- 
der of  a  negro  with  malicious  intent,  a  white  man 
pays  a  fine  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
jclghty  dollars.  If  he  have  only  beaten  the  negro, 
without  intention  of  murder,  till  his  death  enfiied, 
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the  fine  is  hut  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dolJare. 
He  ■who  maims  a  negro,  puts  out  his  eyes,  cuts  bff 
his  tongue,  or  callratrs  him.  pays  only  a  fine  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars.  In  all 
theft  cafes,  the  white  man  is  impriJbncd  till  the 
fine  be  paid.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  a  white  mau 
can,  in  fuch  cafe,  fcldom  be  eonvided  ;  as  ne- 
groes arc  incapable  by  law  of  giving  evidence; 
and  no  white  man  will  readily  otl^cr  his  tcilimony 
in  favour  of  a  black,  againrt  a  pcrfon  of  his  own 
colour.  A  negro  ilaying  a  white  man,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  mafter,  is  pardoned.  But,  if  he  do 
the  fame  thing,  or  even  but  wound  a  white  man, 
in  the  defence  of  his  own  life,  he  will  even- 
tually be  put  to  death.  A  more  diligent  examina- 
tion of  thcfe  laws  might  difcover  many  other 
odious  things  in  them. 

,  The  moft  enlightened  people  in  Carolina  fee 
the  neceflity  of  an  alteration  of  thefe  laws ;  and 
it  is  faid,  that  the  next  meeting  of  a  new  Icgilla- 
ture  will  take  up  this  matter.  I  am  afraid,  that 
any  reform  will  not  be  fuch  as  it  ought  to  be. 
It  Ihould  feem,  that  thofe  who  mention  this  fub- 
jeit  are  ftrongly  imprefled  with  the  idea  of  the 
neeeffity  of  the  meafure. 

I  have  vifited  the  prifons  of  Charlefton,  which, 
it  is  aflerted,  are  the  belt  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina ;  they  form  one  fingle  building,  which  is 

feveral 
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feveral  ftories  high.  The  rooms  are  pretty  Ipa- 
cious  and  airy,  but  few  in  numfecr.  Debtors  are 
in  a  feparate  room^.  Felons,  cither  imprifoned  on 
fufpicion  or  convifted,  are  ici)nfined  with  the  po- 
lice-prifoners,  and  all  are  treated  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing. They  ^e  all  in  irons ;  a  dreadful  treatment, 
but  which  is  the  •  neceffary  confcquence  of  the 
fniallitefs  of  theprifon,  and  of  the  facility  of  plot- 
ting  mutinies.  The  prifoners  are  permitted  only 
to  walk  about  in  their  room  ;  the  prifon  having 
no  court,  where,  they  might  take  exercife.  The 
jailor  is  allowed  one  Shilling  a-day  for  the  board 
of  each  prifoner,  for  which  money  he  gives  him 
a  pound  of  bread  every  day^  and  meat  three  times 
a  week. 

Criminal  offences  are  very  numerous  in  Caro- 
lina, and  their  number  is  faid  rather  to  increafe 
every  year,  than  to  decreafe.  Thirty-four  pri- 
foners were  to  be  tried  laft  feffion  in  the  diftrid; 
of  Charlefton  only,  which  in  1791  contained 
twenty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty - 
one  inhabitants,  and  its  prefent  population  com- 
prifes  from  thirty-two  to  thirty-three  thoufand 
fouls.  The  negroes  have  their  peculiar  courts,  and 
diftind:  prifons,  whither  they  are  fent  by  fuch 
mafters,  as  chufe  not  to  inflidl  any  punilhment 
themfelves,  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  laflics. 
The  negroes  in  the  diflxid  of  Charlefton  amount 

to 
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to  fifty-five  thou&nd  i  their  total  number  in  the 
State  of  Sooth  GferoUna  is  eftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand.  At  the  time  of  the 
laft  computation  in  1 700,  the  (late  contained  one 
hundred  and  fcven  thoufand  one  hundred  flaves, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fevcnty-nine  white  people.  Lawyers 
and  judges  have  informed  me,  that  the  white  in- 
habitants of  Carohna  commit  more  criminal  of- 
fences, in  proportion  to  their  number,  than  the 
negroes.  Some  mafters  may  perhaps,  from  ava- 
ricious motives,  flielter  their  flaves  from  punifli- 
mcnt,  as  they  receive  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  dollars  for  an  executed  flave  ;  but 
this  can  only  take  place  in  regard  to  crimes  per- 
petrated in  the  midft  of  plantations.  Few  peo- 
ple, aflaulted,  robbed  or  injured  by  the  negroes, 
would  refrain  from  profecuting  them,  merely  to 
favc  their  matters  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars.  The  refult  of  this  compa- 
rifon  is,  therefore,  clearly  in  favour  of  men,  for 
■whom  the  ilavery  and  contempt,  in  which  they 
live,  would  powerfully  plead,  if  it  were  other- 
wife. 

The  military  regulations,  which  until  ITQl 
were  extremely  incomplete,  were  in  that  year 
rendered  more  perfctft.  They  divide  the  whole 
■fiatc  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  comprehends 

five 
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five  brigades;  and  the  other,  fow.  The  two 
majors-general,  who  command  the  two  divifions, 
and  the  nine  brigadiers,  under  whofe  orders  are 
the  different  brigades,  as  well  as  the  adjutant- 
general,  are  appointed  by  the  legiflature.  Each 
brigade  is  divided  by  the  commanding  officers  into 
as  many  regiments  as  the  population  will  admit. 
The  officers  are  nominated  by  the  regiments,  bat* 
talions,  and  companies,  to  which  they  belong; 
but  they  are  promoted  in  the  order  of  their  fer- 
vice. 

Every  male  inhabitant,  as  foon  as  he  has  at* 
tained  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  is  apprifcd 
by  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  in  the  name  of  the 
captain  of  the  diftrift,  that  he  belongs  to  the  mi- 
litia. This  notice,  which  is  given  before  witncffes, 
is  thcr  only  formality  obferved  in  this  cale.  The 
companies  affemble  one  day  every  month,-  and 
the  fegiments  or  battalions  two  days  a  year,  to 
go  through  the  exercife.  Abfentees,  whether 
officers  or  foldiers,  who  have  no  lawful  pleas  to 
offer,  are  punifhed  by  a  fine,  proportionate  to 
their  rank,  or  imprifoned,  if  they  cannot  raife 
the  fine.  In  cafe  of  a  difobedience  of  orders, 
heavier  penalties  are  inffi6led.  Officers,  in  cafe 
of  mifcondudl,  arc  tried  at  the  inftance  of  the 
Governor,  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  confifling  at 
kafl  of  three  naembers,  one  of  whom,  muft  hold 

the 
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tiic  iame  comaiifiion  as  the  offender,  who,  if  hd 
diUlCt  m  if  demand  a  court-martial. 

J  itc apprentices  or  Icnants  muft  be  armed 

and  c  >ped  by  tfaeir  mafters,  who  arc  rcfponfi- 
r  them  to  the  courts-martial.  For  every 
r  commit,  in  tegard  to  the  military  fep- 
vice,  tl  f  arc  obliged  to  icrve  their  mafters  a  fort- 
night bcyoi  ;jr  ti 

The  brigadier  re  at  t  fame  time  infpeciors 
of  thcjr  dii  fi  they  receive  two  hun- 

dred and         :n  d(  ddition  to  the  pay  at- 

tached to       ;ir  rank.  :  commanders  of  bat- 

talions arc  bound,  on  irft  notice  of  difturb^ 

anccs  having  hn  he  province,  to  aflera- 

bic  their  corps,  and  immi  lately  report  to  their 
fuperiors  the  reafons,  why  hey  have  done  fo.  In 
cafe  ot  danger  of  an  attack,  or  a  coniidcrable  re- 
volt,, the  military  are  obliged  to  fire  three  muiket- 
fllots  as  a  {ignal,  which  is  repeated  by  all  ,who 
hear  it,  and  upon  which  every  officer  muft  alTcro- 
blc  his  men  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  The 
Governor  is  inverted  with  the  right  of  aflembUng 
the  troops  on  all  occafions.  It  they  are  obliged  to 
march  beyond  their  ufual  places  of  rendezvous, 
they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  regular  troops,  and 
the  fourth  part  of  each  company  remain  armed 
in  the  dlftri<5l  for  the  patroling  fcrvice.  The  folr 
dicrs  are  allowed  to  find  able  fubilitutes,  who 

may 
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may  march  in  their  ftead,  but  no  one  can  be  ex- 
empted from  the  patroling  fervice.  In  cafe  of  an 
infurreftiOn,  the  officers  poflefs  a  difcretionary 
power  of  making  the  belt  ufe  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  veflels,  wherever  they  find  them.  The 
Governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, has  the  right  of  mitigating  or  annulling 
th^  fcntence  of  a  court-martial.  The  fines  are 
applied  to  the  purchafe  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the 
companies,  in  which  they  happen  to  be  levied. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  articles  of  war.  General 
Pinckney ,  brigadier  and  inlpe Aor  of  the  firft  divi- 
lion,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit ;  he  devotes  all 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  and  derives 
,  much  additional  authority  from  the  confidence, 
and  refped:,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys.  The 
regulations  for  the  exercilc  are  diftinft  and  good ; 
but  the  militia  are,  upon  the  whole,  badly  armed, 
and  lb  me  of  them  have  no  arms  at  all.  The  ftatc 
has  few  or  no  cannon,  no  powder  magazine,  and 
no  balls.  A  law  was  enabled  in  17Q5,  ordering 
two  thoufand  mtilkets,  thirty-fix  cannons,  five 
hundred  brace  of  piftols,  five  hundred  fwords, 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to 
be  provided.  Thefe  fmall  ftores,  which  are  bought 
by  command  of  the  Governor,  will  not  be  com- 
pleted for  fome  years.  This  abfolute  negleft  of  all" 
means  of  defence  is  common  throu^icrut  Ame- 
rica; 
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rica ;  and  if  you  mention  it  to  men  of  property, 
xnoft  of  them  will  return  in  anfwcr — "  America 
was  ftill  more  deftitutc  of  every  thing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution."  This  anfwer  is 
pleafing  enough,  as  it  befpcaks  the  fame  energy 
which  America  difplayed  in  the  war  of  the  revo- 
lution ;  but  to  provide  proper  means  of  defence  is 
by  no  means  inconllftent  with  energy. 

The  taxes  in  South  Carolina  are  aifcfled  on 
lands,  polTelTions  in  the  towns,  and  monicd  capi- 
tals, employed  in  trade,  banks,  or  otherwife.  Free 
negroes,  as  well  as  flavcs,  pay  a  capitation,  in  re- 
gard to  which  all  men  or  women  of  colour  arc 
eileemed  negroes. 

The  land  is  divided  by  the  law  into  nine  claffes, 
from  the  rice-fwamps,  which  are  watered  by  the 
flood,  to  the  foil  which,  in  the  general  opinion-, 
admits  of  no  cultivation.  According  to  this  gra^^ 
datioa  the  land  is  rated  from  twenty-fix  dollars 
down  to  twenty  cents  the  acre,  and  pays  one-half 
per  cent.  The  polfeffions  in  the  towns,  and  mo- 
nied  capitals,  are  aflcffed  in  the  fame  proportion. 
Free  negroes  from  fixtccn  to  fifty  years  of  age  pay 
a  poll-tax  of  two  dollars  each,  and  flaves  of  what- 
ever age  or  fex  one  dollar,  Carriages  kept  for 
amufcment  pay  tliree-fourths  of  a  dollar  for  each 
t*-hecl. 

The  tax-gatherers  are  appointed  hy  the  legifla- 
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ture,  and  continue  in  place,  until  they  obtain 
their  difmiffal,  Thefe  officers  of  the  ftate  arc 
bound,  in  general,  to  find  fecurity  for  the  fum  of 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 
and  thofe  of  Charlefton  for  forty-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars.  On  a  notice  from  the  tax- 
gatherers,  all  the  inhabitants  muft  make  a  decla- 
ration upon  oath  of  their  taxable  property  in  land, 
town-fliares,  flaves,  and  carriages.  A  falfc  decla-* 
ration  fubjeds  to  a  penalty  of  five  times  the 
amount  of  the  fum  concealed,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
declaration  being  refufcd,  the  coUedors  make  out 
an  eftimatc,  and  the  defaulter  pays  double  his 
fliare  of  taxes.  In  cafe  of  any  inhabitant  think- 
ing himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  affeflprs,  he  is  bound 
to  declare  his  whole  property,  and  is  believed. 
Thefe  afleflmepts  are,  however,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  very  moderate,  as  on  the  largeft  property  they 
fcarcely  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  tax-gatherers  tranfmit  to  the  treafurers  of 
the  ftate  (one  of  whom  is  appointed  for  Upper 
Carolina  and  another  for  Lower  Carolina^  the  liftii 
of  the  inhabitants  then  taxed,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
who  have  refufcd  to  make  their  declaration,  and 
a,  general  table  of  the  amount  of  the  taxes.  Thefe 
lifts  and  tables  arc  fhick  up  in  the  chief  places  of 
the  difbrid,  and  every  perfon,  who  pays  not  his^ 
taxes  according  to  the  lifls  within  ten  days  after 

their 
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their  publication,  may  be  proiccutcd  and  confined. 
Taics  rouft  be  paid  in  preference  to  all  other  debts. 
The  iuhabitants  may  chufc  the  parifli,  where  they 
intend  to  pay.  The  colledors  are  in  general  al- 
lowed five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  their  re- 
ceipts, but  in  Chaiicrton  only  one  and  half  per 
cent. 

Thefe  taxes  arc  adequate  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  (late,  which  in  the  year  1797  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  eighty -eight  dollars.  But  delays,  incon%  eni- 
cncies,  and  confiderable  deficiencies,  Irequcntly 
arife  from  the  circumftance,  that  the  collcdlors. 
and  afleflbrs  are  the  fame  perfons,  that  no  checks 
upon  them  are  kept,  and  that  the  inhabitants  have 
the  right  of  paying  their  taxes  in  which  parifh  they 
chufe. 

The  roads  in  South  Carolina  are  kept  in  repair 
by  the  negroes,  who  are  obliged  conftantly  to 
work  at  the  roads,  which  border  upon  the  plan- 
tations to  which  they  belong.  White  people,  who 
have  no  Have,  muft  do  the  work  themfelves.  The 
ftate  pays  the  expence  for  all  public  buildings ;  of 
confequencc  there  exill  no  county-rates.  The 
poor  are  fupported  by  a  tax  on  (laves,  and  on  white 
people  who  have  none.  Town-rates  are  levied  on 
the  fame  principle ;  in  Charleflon  they  amount 
to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

This 
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This  town  raifes  nearly  two  thoufand  dollars  a 
year  by  licences  for  felling  wine  and  brandy. 

The  public  debt  of  South  Carolina  is  of  two 
forts.  One  part  of  it  was  contracted  at  the  time 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  meet  the  expencfe 
caufed  by  it,  and  which  the  Union  has  takfea 
upon  itfelf,'  under  the  name  of  the  general  ex- 
pence  :  the  amount  of  this  debt  is  from  one  mil- 
lion and  one  hundred  thoufand  to  one  million 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  Unibti 
pays  to  the  ftate  feven  per  cent  on  this  debt,  until 
it  be  difcharged,  and  this  intereft  it  pays  again 
to  its  creditors,  and  afts,  therefore,  merely  ajs  a 
depofitary  or  truftee.  But  in  cafe  of  the  ftate 
paying  any  part  of  this  debt,  the  Union  remains 
nevertl;ielefs  its  debtor,  for  inftance,  if  the  ftate 
Ihould  fell  land,  to  pay  fuch  debt.  It  claims  at 
prefent  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
for  forts,  erefted  on  the  Indian  frontiers,  and  other 
expences,  relative  to  thefe  works  of  defence.  If 
this  claim  Ihould  be  admitted,  as  probably  it  will^ 
the  money  will  be  expended  for  the  lame  purpoft, 
but  without  leffening  the  debt  of  the  Union ;  the 
intereft  or  capital  paid  by  it  will  ferve  to  eafe  the 
burthen  of  the  taxes,  or  be  employed  for  fome 
other  ufeful  purpofe  in  the  ftate.  The  reft  of  the 
public  debt  is  that,  which,  although  for^  the  msgor 
part  contraded  during  the  war  and  on  its  account. 

Vol.  U.  Dd  has 
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has  not  htcn  acknowledged  by  the  UnlcJn  as  o 
general  debt,  and  remains  therefore  at  the  charge 
of  the  ftatc.  Its  amount  was  from  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  to  tw  o  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  dollars,  but  it  has  been  paid  off  to  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  dol- 
lars. A  tax  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  on  every  ne- 
-gro,  and  fomc  other  impofts  on  diftilleries,  to- 
■bacco,  Arc.  are  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
■this  debt,  ten  per  cent  bein^  yearly  paid  of  the 
capital.  The  whole  debt  will  be  difcharged  in 
fen  or  twelve  years,  and  thefe  taxes  ceafe  accord- 
ingly. The  fum  which  yet  remains  due  origi- 
nates mcrciy  from  a  frigate,  and  was  contrafted 
under  the  following  circumftanccs. 

■Jn  17/8  or  1770,  Commodore Gii.LOS,-ofCa- 
roHna,  being  commiflioned by  South  Carolinato 
procure  a  frigate,  propofed  to  the  Prince  of  Lux- 
embourg, to  deliver  a  flilp  of  that  defcription. 
The  bargain  was  concluded  in  this  manner,  that 
for  the  expence  incurred  by  fitting  out  this  frigate, 
the  Prince  was  to  have  a  fourth  of  the  neat  pro- 
ceeds of  all  the  prizes  taken  by  the  ihip,  and  in 
cafe  of  her  being  taken,  the  whole  value  of  the 
irigate.  She  was  built  in  Holland  and  mountc'd 
fbrty-eight  guns.  Some  months  elapfed,  before 
fee  could  be  .of  any  fervice,  becaufe '  the  -  Prince 
engaged  tlie  crew  in  Friince.  At^eiigth  ihcrpnt 
-to 
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to  fea,  and  took  fcveral  pritcs,  but  was  afterwards 
taken  off  the  American  coaft>  and,  as  the  Princp 
aflcrted>  through  Gillon's  mifcondudl,  whom  he 
charged  with  haying  furrendered  her  to  the  Eng- 
iilh  for  a  confiderableTum  of  moi\ey.  The  ftate 
Acknowledged  a  debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  all  the  prizes  being  previouily  deduced, 
in  addition  to  the  fixty  thouiand  pounds  fterling 
which  the  Prince  had  already  received,  Afte^ 
the  death  of  the  Prince  his  heirs  fent  Dn  Cut- 
l^iNG,  an  American,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  the 
army,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  fum.  The 
,  Marflial  de  Castries,  from  an  opinion,  that  thp 
frigate  had  been  built  for  French  money>  that  the 
Prince  had  only  ad:ed  as  a  fecret  agent  of  France, 
'  who  wiflied  to  affift  America,  before  flie  had  pub- 
licly declared  .herfelf  irt  her  favour,  claimed  this 
'  dcbt>  as  being,  thfe  pfoperty  of  the  royal  trealiuy- 
. The  French  cqnful  opppfed  therefore  in  1705, 
the  claim  of  the  PriilCe's  heixs>  adding,  that  eyenr 
in  the  cafe  of  its  forming  a  lawful  demand  of  the 
,late  Prince,  it  was  now  efcheated  to  tl^p  FrenQ|i 
Republic;  all  his  own  eftates,  as  well  as.thofe  of 
.his  heirs,  having  been  confifcated  on*the  ground 
of  .emigration.  The  payment  is>  therefore,  de-- 
ferred,  and  the  flate  of  Carplina,  which  has  the 
jiKmcy  ready,,  is  only  waitifig  for  the  fentencc-of 
^ft  cppipetent  Judge,  as. to  j:he  p.ei:foits ,to  whojp 
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ftic  is  to  pay  the  debt.  In  the  meanwhile  Mr. 
Cutting  has  received  from  the  ftatc  four  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  the  amount  of  his  difturfements, 
on  condition  of  refunding  this  fum,  if  the  law- 
fuit  fhould  be  decided  againft  the  heirs. 

The  ftate  of  South  Carolina  pays  its  officers  bet- 
ter, than  any  other  ilate  of  the  Union.  The  Go- 
vernor's pay  is  two  thoufand  fcvcn  hundred  and 
fifty-two  dollars;  the  Chief-juftice  has  three  thou- 
fand three  liundred;  the  other  judges  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred.  This  pay  being  nearly  equal 
to  thiit  paid  by  the  Union,  is  the  reafon  why,  in 
Carolina,  places  under  the  Union  are  not  eagerly 
ibi:ght  affcr. 

South  Carolina  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif- 
trefs  by  tlie  dcvaftation  of  her  polTcirions  by  the 
Englifh,  and  the  entire  ftagnation  of  her  trade. 
The  utmoft  fcarcity  of  fpecies  prevailed  through- 
out the  ftate,  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  neither 
any  public  or  private  debt  was  paid.  From  thefc 
confidcrations  the  leglflature  refolved,  in  1785, 
to  introduce  paper-money,  opened  for  this  pur* 
pole  a  loan  for  one  hundred  thoufand  poimds  fter- 
ling, for  five  years,  and  paid  in  paper-money  dou- 
ble the  value  of  the  gold,  filvcr,  and  other  preci- 
ous tffe&s,  which  were  depofited  by  the  creditors. 
This  money  was  received  by  the  treafury  of  the 
flatc  in  payment  of  old  debts  as  well  as  of  taxes. 

If 
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Jf  the  borrower  did  not,  at  the  appointed  time, 
reimburfe  the  lum  borrowed,  together  with  the 
annual  intereft  of  feven  per  cent,  the  efFeft?  dc^ 
polited  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate,  until 
the  entire  difcharge  of  the  debt.  This  fort  of 
loan*,  which  was  to  ceafe  in  1791,  has  been  pro- 
longed uijtil  1801  ;  and  the  intereft  is  employed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,-  to  make  up  any  de- 
ficiencj  which  may  take  place  under  the  hqad  of 
taxes.  This  paper-money,  which  no  law  forced 
into  a  compulfory  circulation,'  was  fo  frequently 
offered  in  the  courfe  of  private  tranlaftions,  that 
it  could  ijiot  be  refuled.  It  fufFered  a  deprecia- 
tion of  twenty  per  cent,  but  at  prefent  it  is  fcarcely 
below  par,  except  in  purchafing  foreign  bills^ 
when  it  is  at  ninety-nine  per  cent,  othervyife  it  is 
at  par  with  bank  notes  and  ipecies. 

To  two  banks,  Inftituted  in  Charlefton  three 
or  four  years  ago,  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed,  that 
a  period  has  been  put  to  ,this  depreciatioh  of  the 
paper-money,  and  all  commercial  operations  are 
now  carried  on  with  greater  facility ;  the  moft 
jfiibftantial  houfes  were  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
•  five  per  cent  intereft  a  month  for  hard  calh.  This 
is  more  or  lefs  the  cafe  in  all  the  trading  towns  of 
the  United  State5.  It  is  yet  very  common  for 
planters  to  borrow  money  on  mortgage  at  the 
AmC;  nay,  higher  intereft.     This  may,,  however, 
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thoufand  new  Ihares,  of  twenty-five  dollars  «a^hu 
Thofe  new  Ihares  were  raifed  five  dollars  on  veiy 
juft  grounds,  fince  the  holders  of  the  new  fliares 
participate  in  the  benefits  arifing  from  the  divi? 
dends  not  yet  paid.  This  bant  is  not  yet  inGOr-* 
porated ;  the  lecurity  of  the  ftoekholders,  4nd  of 
thofe  who  accept  their  notes,  depends  therefor^ 
^entirely  oj^  the  capital  of  the  bank,  ^nd  on  th^ 
private  property  of  the  direcflors,  as  far  as  it  i$ 
Icnown,  It  wiii  be  incorporated,  it  feems,  during 
the  next  feffipn  of  the  legiflatur^  Thisibanlf: 
regulates  the  dividends  every  three  months.  Ipu 
the  years  1 793  and  1 703,  thefe  aiponnted  to  nii>p 
per  cent;  and  in  1794,  1795,  and  tjie  firi(l  {if. 
months  of  1 7p6,  to  fifteen  per  cent.^  The  direc- 
tors alfo  ^late,  that  they  have  kept  back  an4  laid 
by  fixty  thoufand  dollars  out  of  the  profits.  The 
bank  tranf^^  bufincfs  in  the  fapie  manner  as  the 
other  banks  in  America,  bnt  it  i?  faid  to  have  ex- 
ceeded, in  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  that  pro- 
portion to  its  capital,  which  prudent  direiStors  of  § 
^  bank  generally  ohf^rvCf  But  fuccefs  has  jufti- 
fied  tl^e  management  of  th?  diredors,  as  its  credit 
is  at  prefent  mgrp  firmly  eftabliflied  than  ever. 
^he  increafe  of  the  capital  ilocjc  enables  the  dj- 
reftiqn  to  enlarge  the  bufinefs  of  the  bank,^  with- 
Q\\X  overleaping  the  bounds  of  pnjdenqe ;  and  iJbe 

Pd4  capM 
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capital  h  intended  to  be  incrcafed  to  one  miOiim 
of  dollars  within  two  years. 

The  inftitution  of  thefe  two  banks  has  been  at- 
tended in  Carolina  with  tlie  iamc  cfFcCls,  which 
banks  generally  produce  in  all  trading  countries ; 
nay,  the  refults  have  been  rather  more  beneficial 
in  this  country,  bccaufe  the  fcarcity  of  money 
■was  here  uncommonly  great.  Trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  greatly  enlarged  by  means  of 
the  money  advanced  to  the  merchants,  and  by 
other  circumftanccs.  The  trade  to  India,  in  which 
Charlefton  yearly  employs  fome  (hips,  has  bceii 
increafed,  and  agriculture  railed  by  fums  of  mo- 
ney advanced  to  diftrefled  planters,  whofc  fettle- 
ments  would  otherwife  have  been  fold.  The  bank 
has  alfo  affiftcd  the  company  of  the  Santce-canal 
with  confiderable  fums,  and  thus  promoted  this 
■work,  which  is  generally  deemed  highly  impor- 
tant for  the  agriculture  and  trade  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Its  notes  circulate  alfo  in  Georgia. 
t  Few  planters  poflefs  any  confiderable  fortunes, 
excepting  a  Mr.  Bligh,  whorefides  in  England, 
and  is  proprietor  of  fome  very  fine  and  valuable 
plantations  in  South  Carolina.  He  has  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  negroes,  and  raifes 
yearly  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  barrels  of  rice.  They  feel 
yet  the  confcquenccs  of  the  war,  though  in  a  lefs 
fcnfible 
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fenfible  degree  ;  moft  of  them  are  ftill  involved 
in  debt,  and  owe  cpnfiderable  flims  to  merch^ts, 
either  for  negroes,  fmce  the  time  when  it  was  itiU 
lawful  to  import  them  into  Carolina,  or  for  the 
.yearly  fupplies  of  their  plantations  with  proyifion, 
for  which  the  harveft  is  intended  as  a  fecurity, 
without  being  at  all  times  applied  to  the  payment 
of  their  debt.  Speculations  in  the  public  funds 
form  alfo  a  confiderable  branch  of  commerce  to 
thofe  who  fpeculate  with  judgment  and  prudence. 
The  ftocks  of  the  Union  are,  from  the  fcarcity 
.of  money,  always  at  a  lower  price  in  Charlefton 
than  Philadelphia. 

la  1788  the  importation  of  negroes  into  Caro- 
lina from  Africa  was  prohibited.  This  prohibition 
was  occafioned  by  the  debt,  which  the  planters 
had  contradled  ;  and  by  the  neceffity  under  which 
the  legiflature  found  itfelf,  to  fecure  the  payment 
of  it  by  poftponing  the  inflalments,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  opening  of  a  new  fource  of  debt,  before 
the  old  was  difcharged.  The  prohibition  extended 
only  to  1 793,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  until 
the  end  of  1 796 ;  it  has  however  always  met  with 
ftrong  oppolition  on  the  part  of  the  planters, 
which  increafes  in  proportion  as  their  eftates  are 
cleared  of  debt.  It  expires  on  the  1  ft  of  January, 
1797-  Violent  debates  are  expeded,  but  the 
friends  of  the  prohibition  are  likely  to  prevail, 

elpccially 
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dpccialij  as  the  demand  of  Carolina  indigo  has 
dccrcafed,  and  the  back  country,  which  produced 

a  confiderabie  quantity  of  this  article,  and  for  this 
purpose  ftood  much  in  need  of  negroes,  now  needs 
them  lefs  for  the  culture  of  Indian  com,  wheat, 
3nd  tobacco,  which  has  pretty  gcncraliy  been  fub- 
ibtuted  in  the  fte^d  of  indigo.  As  to  the  con-!- 
fequences  of  this  prohibition,  it  is  allowed,  oi»  all 
liands,  that  the  negroes,  who  were  formerly 
treated  with  great  cruelty,  have  fince  experienced 
a  much  milder  treatment.  The  negroes  are  fold 
in  the  market  of  Charlcilon  like  bullocks  and 
horfes ;  the  day  of  the  intended  au^ion  being  pre- 
vioufly  advertifcd  in  the  newfpapers.  They  are 
(Kpofod  to  fale  on  a  fort  of  ftage,  turned  about, 
and  exhibited,  from  all  fides,  by  the  common 
cryer,  put  up  ^d  adjudged  tp  the  higheft  bidder. 
This  fpedacle,  which  is  offered  four  or  ii\e  times 
a  week,  reriders  the  fpeftators  callous,  Popula- 
tion, which  in  well  managed  fettlements,  mcreafe^ 
in  the  proportion  of  fix  per  hundred,  c^-nnot  in 
this  ftate  be  averaged  higher  than  at  two  per  cent. 
A  negro,  who  works  well,  colls  from  three  hun- 
dred to  three  hundred  anj  fifty  dollars,  a  common 
negro  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  common  pegrefi 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  aid  fifty  doln 
lars. 

South  Carolina,  is  divided  by  nature  into  two 
parts^ 
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parts.  Upper  and  Lpwe^  Carolina.  Along  the 
coaft,  and  more  than  one  hundred  ;niles  weft- 
wards,  the  country  is  flat  ai^d  lev^L  Here  ar^ 
tlie  fwamps,  partly  formed  by  the  tid^,  which  are 
called  ttde-fuoamps ;  and  paftly  watered  out  of 
large  refer yoirs,  which  being  at  a  greater  diftance 
fr(f)m  the  fea  than  the  former^  are  kijown  by  the 
na'me  of  inland-Jwamps,  About  one  hundred 
miles  behind  them  the  country  fwells  into  hills, 
pnd  rifes  in  progreffive  gr^dation^  until  at  length 
it  terminates  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which 
feparate  the  Waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  thpfe  whiph  difcharge  themfelves 
into  the  Miflifippi, 

From  this  hattiral  diyifion  of  the  coufttry  arife$ 
^  twofold  mode  of  cvltivation,  In  the  low  couh* 
try  rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  neceftary  com  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  negroes.  The  land,  fituated 
between  the  fwamps,  which  feems  iandy,  and 
bears  nothing  but  pines,^  niight  be  Ibwn  with 
corn,  but  it  remains  uncultiyated  from  want  of 
hands. 

The  iflands  along -the  coaft  of  South  Carolina, 
^nd  even  fomc  trads  of  the  coaft,  were,  until 
thefe  late  years,  entirely  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  indigo;  but  cotton  is  now  cultivated  in  its 
foom.  In  the  upper  country,  where  the  cultiva*^ 
^tion  of  cotton  alfb  begins  to  gain  ground^,  tobacco 

IS 
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is  railed,  together  with  all  ipecies  of  grain.  The 
moft  opulent  planters  only  refidc  in  the  lower 
countrj- ;  people  of  Icfs  property,  or  of  no  pro- 
perty at  all,  live  in  the  upper  country',  where 
they  endeavour  to  raife  a  fortune  by  clearing  land, 
which  is  generally  fold  them,  on  credit,  for  one 
or  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  which  they  may  eafily 
fell  again  for  four  or  five  times  as  much,  after  they 
have  cleared  the  ground,  and  paid  the  purchafe- 
money  out  of  the  produce  of  the  firft  years. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Carolina  is  warm,  damp, 
unfettlcd,  and  unhealthy.  The  inhabitants  fufFer 
fevcrely,  every  autumn,  from  malignant,  bilious 
fevers,  which  cut  off  great  numbers  ;  even  they 
who  are  moft  accuftomed  to  the  climate  cannot 
preferve  themfelves  from  fome  fits  of  the  fever. 
In  the  upper  country  the  climate  is  lefs  warm, 
more  drj',  and,  of  confequence,  more  healthy.  As 
to  the  back  country,  no  meteorological  obfer\'aT 
tlons  can  be  given,  as  the  very  ufc  of  the  thermp^ 
meter  is  there  utterly  unknown.  In  regard  to  the 
lower  country,  they  are  very  regularly  taken  in 
Charlefton,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place, 
which  was  inftitutcd  in  179I.  Since  that  time 
the  mercury  fell  but  once  under  twenty-eight 
of  Fahrenh.  In  the  year  1 752  it  was  at  eighteen 
of  Fahrenh.  By  thefc  obfervations  the  higheft 
degree  of  heat  was,  in  1791,  ninety  of  Fahrenh. 
(twcnty-i 
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(twenty-five  feven-ninths  of  Reaum.)  ;  1792, 
ninety-three  of  Fahrenh,  (twenty-feven  one* 
ninth  of  Reaum.);  1793,  eighry-nine  of  Fah- 
renh.  (twenty-five  one-third  of  Reaum.)  ;  3  794, 
ninety-one  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-fix  two-ninths 
of  Reaum.)  ;  and  1795,  ninety- two  of  Fahren- 
heit (twenty-fix  two-thirds  of  Reaum.).  In  1 750, 
the  thermometer  ftood  at  ninety-fix  of  Fahrenheit 
(twenty-eight  four*-ninths  of  Reauni.)  ;  1751,  at 
ninety-four  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-feven  fiver 
ninths  of  Reaum.);  and  in  1752,  at  one  hundred 
afid  one  of  Fahrenheit  (thirty  and  two-thirds  of 
Reaum.) 

The  highefl:  degree  of  cold  was,  in  1791, 
twenty- eight  of  Fahrenheit  (one  feven-ninths 
under  nought  of  Reaum.);  1792,  thirty  of  Fah- 
renheit (eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Reaum,) ; 
3  793,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit  (eight-ninths  under 
nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  1 794,  thirty-four  of  Fahren- 
heit (eight-ninths  above  nought  of  Reaum.); 
and  1795,  twenty-five  of  Fahrenheit  (three  undei: 
nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  in  1751,  the  thermometer 
ftood  at  twenty-three  of  Fahrenheit  (four  under 
nought  of  Reaum.) ;  and  in  1752,  at  eighteen 
of  Fahrenheit  (fix  two-ninths  under  nought  of 
Beaum.). 

The  temperature  of  Ipring- water,  inCharlcfl^, 
is  fixty-four  ^nd  half  of  Fahrenheit,  and,  confc- 

quently, 
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qucticly,  twdvc  degrees  warmer  than  in  HuloiJc]- 
pliia.  Rain-water,  kept  in  ciftcms,  is  one  degree 
nnd  bait'  warnllr  than  in  Philadelphia.  Thcfc 
oljfertiitions  have  been  communicated  to  mc  by 
jDr.  UaMsav.  Vice-prefidcnt  of  the  Medical  So- 
'cictj;;  and  I  have  been  aflured,  that  they  are 

The  JjP"cat  q\iantity  of  land,  which  has  been 
cleurcti  within  thcfe  laft  forty-fix  years,  and  h 
now  under  cultivation,  cannot  but  have  produced 
confiderable  changes  in  the  climate,  yet  no  Ccr- 
tvin  opinion  can  Ik  formed  on  thefe  obfer\'ations* 
which  have  only  been  taken  thcfe  laft  five  yea:^ 
part,  prior  to  which  none  had  been  made  fmcc 
l/.'!^.  The  fudden  alterations  in  the  thermo- 
jncter  at  Charlellon  are  very  conllderable ;  and 
althougli,  by  the  ailcrtion  of  the  Medical  Society, 
they  are  lefs  fo   than  formerly,  }'et,   by   their 

.own  obfcrvations,  they  arc  fufficiently  important. 
Thus,  for  inftancc,  in  1703,  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 

•  her,  the  mercury  fell  from  fcvcnty-tour  to  thirty- 
icven  of  Fahrenheit  (from  eighteen  tw-o-ninths 
to  two  three-ninths  of  Reaura.)  ;  conf;:qucntly 
thirtj-fcven  degrees  in  the  courfcof  one  day.    In 

.1751,  on  the  ift  of  December,  the  mercury  fell 
from  feventy  to  twenty-four  of  Fahrenheit  {from 
fisteen  two-thirds  above  to  three  tive-ninths  under 

.noughtof  Reaum.),  or  forty -fix  degrees. 

Winter 


Winter  is,  in  Charlefton,  the  moft  ple^fant  fea- 
fon.  At  the  fevereft  froft-the  foil:  freezes  fcarcely 
two  inches  deep,  and  the  ffoft  C6ntinues  not 
three  days.  Yet  the  interife  heat  of  the  fummer 
renders  the  hunian  frame  ib  fendble  to  cold^  that, 
in  Charlefton,  five  or  fix  months  together,  they 
keep' fire  in  the  rooms;  and  that,  to  the  beft  of 
my  information,  one  family  tifes  more  wood  in 
that  town,  than  two  families  in  Philadelphia- 
North- wefterly  winds  prevail  in  Chariefton  iu 
winter,  and  fouth-wefterly  in  fiimmer ;  for  which 
Tcafon,  and  in  order  to  procure  as  much  frcfli  air 
as  poffible,  houfes  are  generally  built  fouthwards, 
4n  preference  to  all  6ther-p6fitions. 

It  pains  much  in  Souths  Carolina ;  at  times 

a  drought  will  happen,  which  continues  three 

months,  and  then  is  followed  by  a  fall  of  rain  for 

three  weeks,  or^a  Whole  month.     By  the  obfer- 

*  vations  ■  of  the  'Medical  Society,  the  rain,  -  which 

^  fell  in  1791,  amounted  to  tiinefey-fix  inches,  in 

1 792,  to  eighty-eight  inches,  in   1 793,  to  one 

h^iiiidr^d  and  fourteen  inches,  in  1 794,  to  one 

^  hxitidred  and  eighteen  inches,  and  in  1 795 ,  to. 

feventy^one  inches. 

Although  Chdrl^x>n  ferv^s  as  a  place  -of  re- 
^  fugc  ^  to  the  cultivators  of  rice,  -  yet  it  -  is  not^  free 
"f;rom  drtifeamnal/fijvers  ;•  intermittent  ttnd^4)ilious 
-  fevers^ 'Ifhe  'epidemic  diftempers  of  this  jcountry^ 

ar« 
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arc  not  unfrequent  in  this  town.  The  waritith 
of  the  blood,  tncreafed  in  South  CaroUna  by  the 
We  of  wine  and  Ipirituous  liquors,  engenders  a 
diipoiition  for  inflammatory  diftcmpcrs,  which 
inaniiefts  itfelf"  in  fummer.  Confidcrablc  num-  , 
bers  were  cut  off  by  the  fever  in  l  7Q3  and  I7y-1. 
The  yellow  fever,  it  is  alfcrtcd,  raged  v.ith  great 
violence  fix  times  between  the  beginning  and  the 
middle  of  this  centiiry,  but  has  not  made  its  ap- 
pearance fmce  1 7-18.  Some  phyficians  are,  how- 
ever, of  opinion,  that  the  fever  of  1792  and  1794 
had  feveral  fymptoms  in  common  with  the  yellow 
fever.  However  this  may  be,  it  has  at  leaft,  Jince 
the  fever  of  1 7Q3,  in  Philadelphia,  lliewn  itfclf 
every  where;  and  it  is  a  circumllancc  peculiarly 
remarkable,  that  the  malignant  difeafes,  .which 
earned  off  fuch  great  numbers  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  fparcd  foreigners,  and  efpecially 
Frenchmen,  in  thofe  places ;  while,  on  tlie  con- 
trarj',  in  Charlefton,  they  frequently  fell  viflims 
of  thefe  cruel  maladies.  Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, Charlefton  is  fuppofed  to  be  far  more 
healthy  than  any  other  place ;  and  its  falubrity  is 
likely  to  increafe,  according  to  refearches  and  ob- 
fSrvations  made  by  the  phyficians. 

The  police  of  Charlefton  is  extremely  deficient 
in  thofe  meafures,  which  Ihould  not  be  wanting 
itt'su^3f;p9Ry^9«a>t9wp^^fi|^t^Jiiti$o  Mftt  ,a  cH- 

mate. 
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triate.  Cleanlinefs  in  the  ftreets,  as  well  as  houfes, 
is  greatly  neglefted.  OfFenfiye  fmells  are  very 
frequent;  feveral  burying-grounds  are  in  the  midft 
of  the  town,  and  earcales  are  frequently  ftifFered 
to  lie  uninterred..  A  bird>  which  in  point  of 
plumage  and  Ihape  is  much  like  a  turkey,  and  is 
known  in  the  country  under  the  name  of  turkey 
buzzard,  loon  devouirs  the  carcale,  and  merely 
leaves  the  bones ;  but  the  voracity  of  this  bird 
cannot  excufe  the  indolence  of  the  police.  It  is 
very  common  all  over  South  Carolina,  and,  in  f 
ibme  meafure,  worlhipped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  No  law,  it  is  true,  has.  been  enaded, 
which  prohibits  to  kill  this  bird^  but  the  public 
opinion,  neverthelefs,  carefully  attends  to  its  pre- 
fervation* 

Meafures  tending  to  avert  or  indemnify  loifes 
by  fire  are  equally  negleded.  Three-fourths  of 
the  buildings  are  conftru6led  of  wood ;  and  the 
few  which  are  built  of  ftonc,  are  roofed  with 
Ihingles,  though  nuraerous  tile -kilns  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town.  It  would  be  extremely  eafy, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  prudent,  to  intro,- 
duce  a  fafer  mode  pf  building,  at  leaft  in  regard 
to  fuch  houfes  as  are  either  new  built  ^  or  th^r 
roughly  repaired.  From  the  conftruftion,  which 
has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the  heedleflhefs  of  the 
negroes  (whole  number  amoiints  to  thirteen  or 
'    Vol.  II.  r^e  fourteen 
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fourteen  thoufand)  conflagrations  are  very  fre- 
quent in  this  town.  During  the  time  of  my  reli- 
dcnce,  leventy-feven  houfes,  forming  a  whole 
fquare,  encircled  by  four  ftreets,  were  burnt  down 
to  the  ground,  without  one  fingk  building  having 
been  favcd.  Shortly  after  my  departure  another 
fire  broke  out,  which  was  ftill  more  dreadful. 
The  regulations,  relative  to  the  extinguiihing  fires, 
tec  'as  bad  as  the  meafures  *©■  pjevenl  it.  Every 
one  haftcns  to  the  fire  as  a  looker-on.  Theit  are 
ftonc  who  command,  and  none  who  obey,  either 
at  the  fire-engines,  which  are  not  only  few  in 
number,  but  ajfo  in  a  very  bad  condition,  or  at 
the  demolition  of  buildings,  by  which  a  fire 
might  be  prevented  from  fpreading  ferthcr.  Tijt  ■ 
negroes  alone  are  employed  to  cxtinguilh  the  fire, 
■with  the  addition  of  few  whites*  They  "frork  with 
«eal  and  fpirit,  but  without  much  ttfe,  frotfl  want 
^a  proper  dire<Sion.  What  a  contraft  'between 
this  confiifion,  and  'the  regular  atflivity  obfenxd  in. 
^uch  cafes  in  the  northern  ftates,  where  every  in- 
^labitant  is  member  of  a  fociety,  formed  for  this 
■benevolent  purpofe,  and  haflens  to  the  fire  with 
"two  leather  buckets,  which  are  to  be  liept  W  evc'ry 
"houfe.  The  fire-engines  are  attended  by  men,  who 
iimderftand  the  bufmels,  and  work  them  -With  the 
'«tinoft  zeal  and  judgment.  The  kather  'buckcits 
■vv'ith  wjrtBr  pafs  without  intemiptioa  from  hani^ 

to. 
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to  hand,  along  a  row  of  men,  drawn  up  from  the 
houfe  on  fire  to  tfce  engine. 

So  f*c  from  any  free-fchools  exifting  in  the 
townihips  of  South  Carolina,  as  in  New  Englaftd, 
there  are  not  even  (diiook  where  children  can  re- 
ceive inftruA-ion  for  money,  fa  hopes  of . earning 
acomfortablc'liveBfeood,  infftru^ftors  fiow  and  then 
^  tcftsMi^h  themfelve3  4n  the  raoft  pepyflous  townnf 
and  v34ages.  Two  or  three  fchooils,  where  the  in* 
ftrucftion  is  extended  heyond  reading  and  writing, 
havefceen  inftitoted  in  South  Carolina ;  three  col- 
leges have  alfo  heen  formed  by  the  -legiflature 
within  thefe  laft  three  years  in  -Charlefton,  Co- 
lumbia, and  Beaufort,  where  education  is  to  be 
SniOied.  The  irihabitants  of  Soutli  Carolina  for- 
merly fent  their  <5hildren  either  to. the  colleges  in 
the  northern  ftates,  or  to  England ;  but  now  they 
begmtO'dffGeffi,  how-peniicious  k  is,  to  (end  chil- 
dren to  ib  great  a  diftance  from  their  parents,  at 
an  age  when  they  4iavefo -much  need  of  their  care 
and  advice,  and  to  expatriate  them^during  a  period, 
in  which  all  their  habits,  fcntiments,  and.fedings 
^re  formed,  and  when  they  frequently  adopt  prin- 
ciples and  manners,  altogether  different  from  diofe 
of  the  country,  in  which  they  are  to  refide  for  life, 
nay  fomctimes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  their  native  land.  It  is  on  thefe  grounds 
that  the  legiflature  has  refolved-to  inflitute  three 

Ee2  coV^^^'^^ 
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c<^(^«j  which, -bo^^tereri  are  not  ]pet  finiihedLr 
That  of  Charlefion,  whidb  be^na  to  ezercUe  iti 
iii|i€tibns>i8iK>to(^^  From  the  imall  nuzh'- 

ber  of  mafters,  the  fdbolars  are.  hurried  tbroogh' 
the  courie  of  their  ftudiei^  fo  that  a  youth,  fcarcelj 
fifteen  years  old^  has  gone  throi^h  all  the.  clafles^ 
fU  has  thus  finiihed  his  ftudies  at  a  time,  when 
lie,  Aould  i^>end  three  or  fink  y^ars  more  to  cornr 
{dete  diem!^  and  engages  in  the  bufinefs  of  life,  un« 
^irniihed  i^th  any  means  of  defence  againft  the 
depravation  of  morals,  with  which  he  is  threat^ 
cned  in  South  Carolina.  Thefe  inconvenienciea 
may  perhaps  be  redrefied  ;  but  flothing  has  yet 
>en  done  in  South  Carolina  to  provide  means  of 
inftrudion  fpr  the  multitude,  nor  are  the  inhabir' 
^tants  feemingly  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  provid- 
ing them. 

No  manufaftory  has  hitherto  been  eflabliihed 
in  South  Carolina,  excepting  a  few  com-mills  in 
the  back  country,  which  have  been  conftrufted  on 
principles  fo  very  indifferent,  that  they  cannot  fur- 
nifli  any  flour  for  exportation,  but  merely  grind 
llifficient  com  for  the  confumption  of  fome  fami- 
lies in  the  lower  country.  The  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Charleflon,  as  well  as  rich  farmers,  ufe 
only  the  flour  of  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore.  A 
mill,  built  near  Camden,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from   Charlcfton^    after  that   erefted  at 
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^tBXidyvnnc,  begins  at  prefcnt  to  furhilh  good 
flour. 

r 

In  different  places*of  this  ftate  tlle^kilns  have ' 
been  ere  Aed,  which  yield  their  proprietors  a  con- 
fiderable  profit.     The  tiles  coft  eleven  dollars  a 
thouiand. 

Although  Carolina  is  furnilhed  with  live  oak, 
lOedar,  cyprcfe,  and  pine,  in  Ihort  with  the  beft 
timber  in  the  utmoft  abundance,  yet  not  ten  ihips 
are  built  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  thefe  only 
by  workmen  of  the  northern  ftates,  as  induftry 
Kes  yet  dormant  in  Carolina,  and  the  merchants 
find  it  more  profitable  to  purchafe  their  ihips  in 
the  north,  or  to  get  them  built  there  of  timber, 
fcnt  thither  from  Carolina, 

The  price  of  Ihips,  completely  fitted  out  and 
ready  for  fea,  is  at  prefent  feventy-feven  dollars  a 
ton.  In  Beaufort  or  Georgetown  they  are  about 
feven  or  eight  dollars  cheaper :  and  in  time  of 
peace  they  coft  in  general  a  third  or  fourth  lefi 
than  in  time  of  war.  Iron  and  great  quantities  of 
hemp  are  drawn  from  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  though 
the  latter  article  is  already  cultivated  in  tolerable 
quantities  in  the  bapk  country.  Their  Ikil-cloth 
comes  from  Bofton  or  England. 

A  Ihip,  conftrufted  of  Carolina  timber,  is  ex- 
tremely durable,  if  it  be  repaired  in  time ;  the 
price  of  oak  timber  is  thirty- two  cents  of  a  dol- 

£  e  3  lar 
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larthe  cubic  foot ;  oak  planks,  fix  feet  in  lengthy 
half  a  dollar;  fir  timber,  four  dollars  the  hundred 
cubic  feet;  malls,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches, 
diameter,  and  from  fucty  to  fevcnty  feet  in  length," 
from  forty-four  to  forty-eight  dollars.  You  fel- 
dom  meet  with  any  of  a  large  fize.  The  fouthern 
pine,  from  its  great  weight,  can  be  ufed  only  for 
lower  mafls.  Cyprefs  planks  coft  two  dollars  and 
half;  fir,  two  dollars.  Carpenters' wagea  are,  for 
white  people,  tw  o  dollars  and  half,  and  for  negroes 
one  dollar  and  half  a  day. 

The  market  of  Charlefton  is,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  but  very  inditfcrently  fupplied  with  pro+i- 
fions.  Butchers'  meat  is  in  general  very  bad  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  feed  of  the  ' 
cattlo,  which  arc  turned  into  the  w^oods  to  graze. 
In  wtfttCr,  the  bullocks,  which  are  deflined  for. the 
imarket,  are  fed  with  the  ftraW  of  Indian-com. 
,  This  heef  is  foatiewhat  better  J  but  not  fo  good 
s^ih  the  ndrtii.  Since  a  great  many  familicfe  have 
Algrated  hither  from  the  Frcnrfi  Weft  Indian 
ifl^indsi  who  ftibfift  uprtt  gardening,  good  culinary 
l^totB  6nd  roots  are  more  fixquent  than  fbrtnerly. 
I '  The  price  of  beef  is  one^eighth  of  a  dollar  the 
pound,  mutton  and  real  one- fourth  of  a  dollar, 
flow  from  the  north  tWehty  dollars  &  baf nsl,  *nd 
9(frolina  Honr  fifteen  dollatE.  Salt  is  tm|»ort^ 
GfyOi  Turk's  Iflandfi}  Portugal,  %>r  Englai^,  uid 
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cofts  one  dalkr  a  huflici ;  fir^-wood,  without  any 
diftiiKStion,  is  five  dollars  the  cord.  Houfe-rent 
amounts,  iqxm  an  average,  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  thei^  a«  houfes  for  which  thirteen  hundred 
dollars  a  j^ear  are  paid* 

The  abovementianed  Medical  Society  is  tiie 
anly  fcientific  itiftitution  in  South  Cai^lina.  It 
was  eftahliflied  fiy^  ycarjB  ago^  Several  members 
ieem  anxioufly  dcfiix)us  qf  rendering  it  ufcful. 
But  indolence  and  inaiftiyity  prevail  in  this  coun-^ 
try  in  fuch  a  degnee,  tjiat  there  is  reafon  to  doubt 
the  extent  of  their  exertions^  until  the  refults  Ihall 
ihow>  that  it  was  fufficient  to  produce  any  bene-^ 
iicial  eiFe6b&  This  indolence  in  regard  to  fciencc 
is  a  matter  of  fcvcre  rciasoach  againft  41  the  ftates 
of  the  Unioji^  But  on  oonfido'ing  their  fmall 
population^  guid  the  profitable  employment  in 
which  the  m^^or  part  of  thofe  inhabitants  are  en-r 
gaged,  who  poffefs  the  largipft  Ihare  of  knowledge 
4nd  ^formation,  we  fhall  find  little  reafon  to 
wonder,  that  the  fcicnccs  make  fo  flow  a  pro- 
grtfs  in  this  infant  country.  But  a  circumftance, 
well  qualified  to  cjccite  aftonifliment,  is  this,  that 
the  dififerent  literary  fbcieties,  which  under  a  va- 
riety of  names  have  been  fornjed  in  the  United 
States^  have  not  yet  adopted  any  ixieans  for  difJu- 
fing  the  kaov^rledge  of  ufeful  machines,  of  agri- 
cultural improvements,  &c.  a§  for  this  purpofc  it 
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would  be  fufficient  to  tranflate  certain  articles  ciT 
European  books  or  journals.  -Again,  it  is  a  mas- 
ter of  furprife,  that  thcfe  focieties  fliould  not  cor- 
rclpond,  and  communicate  to  each  other  their  ob- 
fcrvations  on  epidemic  difeafes,  on  the  moli  pro- 
per treatment  of  them,  landioncd  by  experience, 
on  the  bcft  prcveutatives,  and  many  other  lubjcifts 
of  great  national  importance,  which  might  {o 
eafily  be  done  in  the  United  States.  Thcie  focie- 
ties are  alone  able  to  effect  this  ufeful  purpofe  ; 
and  were  they  compofcd  of  members  as  deeply 
learned  as  thcfe  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London, 
and  of  the  Academy  of  Paris,  this  profound  eru-i 
dition  would  prove  perfectly  ufclcfs  for  a  confiUer- 
ablc  lencth  of  time ;  that  is,  as  long  as  America 
Ihall  only  ftand  in  need  pt  that  plain  and  fimple 
inftruiiHon,  which  is  fo  indifpenfably  ncccflary  to 
the  profperity  of  the  country,  and" the  prefervation 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Phylical  and  meteorological  obfer\'ations,  care-i 
fully  taken  in  all  the  United  States,  could  eafUy 
procure  information  of  a  ccftain  defcription, 
namely,  fuch  as  concerns  the  influence  of  the 
fuddcn  clearing  of  wood-lands  on  the  tempera- 
ture, falubrity,  and  unfettledncfs  of  the  weather, 
and  on  the  change  of  the  wind,  which  is  fo  clTen- 
tially  important  for  the  fciences  and  the  interefts 
of  humanity. 

A  library 
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A  library  has  been  formed  in  Charlefton,  and 
is  lupported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  a 
great  nunjber  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  burnt 
down  to  the  ground  at  the  time>  when  the  Eng- 
lifli  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  town,  and  has  fince 
been  conlumed  Qgain  by  fire.  This  library,  which 
is  not  yet  very  largfe,  confifts  of  well-<ihofen  books, 
and  is  yearly  encrcafed  by  purchafe  as  well  as  do- 
tiationSt  Although  the  fubfcribers,  by  the  fub- 
iifting  regulations,  enjoy  but  a  very  limited  right 
of  making  ufe  of  the  books,  yet  they,  who  wifli 
it,  can  eafily  obtain  them.  The  rooms  of  the  li- 
brary contain  fome  very  good  prints,  and  curious 
machines.  You  alfo  find  there  bones  of  an  extra- 
ordinary fize,  which  were  found  on  digging  out 
the  canal  of  Santee.  They  confift  chiefly  in  bones 
and  jaws,  much  of  the  fame  fize  and  fliape,  as 
thofe  which  are  found  in  ieveral  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, fuch  as  Kentucky,  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
and  MiflTouri,  and  the  north-weftern  territory; 
they  are,  it  is  fuppofed,  bones  of  the  mamrtioth, 
^n  aninfal  which  leems  fabulous  to  the  learned, 
fince  none  of  that  fpecies  have  hitherto  been 
found  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  In  the  opinion 
of  fohie  they  are  elephants'  bones,  and  their  ex- 
iftence  in  America  is  explained  according  to  Buf- 
ibn*s  fyftem.  But  many  of  thefe  bones  exceed 
Jn  fize  thofc  pf  elephants.   Shin-bones  have  been 

found 


426  T&AVJU.K  THKOUeH 

found  often  inches  in  diameter,  and  teeth  up- 
wards of  two  feet  in  length.  I  have  fecn  one,  to 
which  the  lower  part  of  the  jaw  was  yet  joined, 
and  which  weighed  upwards  of  fifty  pounds. 

Charlefton  is  full  of  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do* 
mingo,  and  of  commanders  of  privateers.  Some 
of  the  former  have  brought  money  with  them ; 
at  leafl:  they  have  not  all  fpent  their  fortunes ;  and 
many  earn  a  livelihood  by  letting  negroes,  whom 
they  brought  from  St.  Domingo.  The  French 
planters  and  commanders  of  privateers  differ 
widely  in  their  political  opinions ;  but  the  love  of 
gaming  reconciles  them  all,  and  in  the  French 
gaming-houfes,  which  arc  very  numerous  iti 
Charlefton,  Arlftocrats  and  Sans-culottes  mix  in 
friendly  intercourfe,  and  indifcriminately  fur- 
round  the  tables.  It  is  afferted,  that  they  pjay 
very  high. 

The  principles  of  the  French  demagf^ues  pre- 
dominated long  in  Charlefton.  For  fcvcral  ycaig 
a  Jacobin  club  exifted  in  this  town,  of  which 
Mr.  Harper,  at  prefent  a  violent  Federalift,  waa 
member.  The  French  conful  Masgoury,  pre- 
decelTor  of  the  prefent  conful,  was  a  conftant 
member  of  this  club.  But,  although  he  was  con- 
sul and  agent  of  the  French. nation,  and  prefidcnt 
of  the  club,  yet  he  was  denounced  by  a  common 
icaman  on  account  of  bis  uucivic  condu<ft,  and 
*  was 
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was  obliged  to  fxxhttnt  to  the  humiliation  of 
hearing  his  ezclufion  propoied  by  the  daring  fea- 
man,  which  motion,  howevcTi  fell  to  the  ground, 
through  the  eloquence  of  a  barber.  At  the  altera- 
tion of  the  French  conftitution  this  club  ihared 
the  fate  of  all  other  Jacobin  meetings ;  at  the 
time  of  its  diflblution  it  coniifted  entirely  of 
Frenchmen,  all  the  Americans  baring  withdrawn 
prior  to  that  event. 

Among  the  emi^ants  from  St.  Domingo  Dr. 
Polony  holds  a  diftinguifhed  rank.  He  poffefles 
an  uncommon  ftodk  of  profound  learning,  and  is 
member  of  feveral  literary  focieties  in  Europe. 
Bepeated  travels  in  the  northern  and  fouthem 
ftates,  and  his  exteniive  information,  enabled  him 
to  communicate  to  the  Academy  of  Paris  a  great 
variety  of  ufeful  obfervatibns.  As  naturalift  and 
chemift,  he  was  peculiarly  efteemed  by  Count 
BufFon.  He  has  a  complete  work  on  St.  Do- 
mingo ready  for  the  prefs ;  the  little  I  have  read 
of  it,  appeared  to  me  replete  with  found  argu- 
ment and  luminous  philofophical  difcuflion.  In 
regard  to  what  he  fays  on  the  diftempers  incident 
to  hot  countries,  I  am  no  competent  judge;  but  it 
feems  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  profound  re- 
fearches,  and  keen>  elaborate  obfervations. 

1  met  in  Charlefton  with  a  fchool-fellow  of 
mitie,  Mr.  de  la  CraI'elle,  a  man  of  uncom-  ^ 
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iiiaiii^iMrtlir  and  of  tlw  nobleft  and  inoft  -geae* 
fijos  miiid^  -He  faw&ved'  no  laonr  than  ^^fteen: 
hundnd  Loub  d'or ;  and  jet  firom  bh  imgal  ^i^^ 
of  lifb  he  is  able  to  do/ihnch  good  to^dthers^  bj' 
.ijrhoin  bbweyer  his  kindnc&  is  £:eque&tl j^  abu&d 
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'*  Ducting  my  refidence  in  Phiiadelpfaia  in*  the 
¥nnter  of  1 705^  I  promiied  Mr.  Isa&D;  to  paj  him  . 
a:  vHit  j^t  bis  coimtry*feat>  if  I  ^oidd  e^Rt  cpnie 
$6uth  Carblioa.  He  was  member  cif  the  Coxir: 
greis  at  die  time,  lirheii :  the  confikutton  .was  , 
fiamed.  Since  the  be^naing  .'of  the  irevolutioxu 
when  he  efateredon  his  political  caree^j  he  hai 
'  >  Gonftantly  performed:  his  fiu»^ona  ydth  that  ho?:. 
nefty,  zcal>  and  dillintcrcftcdncfi>  which  form  the 
confpicuous  features  of  his  chara6lcr.  His  private 
concerns,  which  had  feverely  iuffered  from  the 
devaftations  of  the  EngUfh,  were  ftill  more  dcr 
ranged  by  his  lorig  abfence,  and  his  family  is  very 
numerous.  From  thefe  motives,  as  well  as  from 
his  love  of  a  retired  life,  he  refigned  his  ihare  in 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  from  which 
neither. honour  nor  profit  can  be  derived  in  this 
country.  He  fettled  accordingly  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  intends  to  ipend  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  partly  in  the  country  and  partly  in  towii, 
furrounded  by  a  numerous  family*  by  whom  he  is 
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evidently  loved  and  refpefted.  He  is  a  fincere  and 
zealous  partifan  of  the  federali{^  lyftem,  which  i3 
far  from  being  popular  in  South  Carolina.  But 
they  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  fub-^ 
je6l,  at  the  lame  time  do  juftice  to  his  charad:er ; 
and  having  travelled  much  in  Europe,  the  infor- 
mation he  poffeffes  is  of  a  more  pleafmg  caft,  than 
is  generally  acquired  by  Americans.  His  lady, 
who  is  univerfally  refpefted  in  the  country,  pof- 
feffes a  cultivated  mind ;  Ihe  is.amiable  and  polite, 
and  has  paffed  fome  years  in  Europe  with  feveral 
of  her  children.  : 

The  eftate  of  Mr.  Ifard  confifts-  almoft  entirely 
pf  rice-fwamps ;  he  owns  three  or  four  planta- 
tions, very  conveniently  fituated  for  that  purpofe^ 
and  by  all  accounts  well  managed ;  his  Haves 
amount  to  five  hundred.  His  maniion  is>  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  only  a  country-houfe,  built  by  his 
great  grandfather,  who  arrived  from  England  at 
the  time,  when  the  firft  fettlements  were  formed 
in  this  country.  It  is  very  feldom  that  eftatcs 
continue  here  fo  long  in  the  lame  family,  as  from 
a  natural  propenfity  to  change,  the  barter  of  eftates 
is  common  among  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina. 

This  fettlement,  which  Mr.  Ifard  has  named 
Elms,  from  a  fine  plantation  of  elm  trees,  which 
he  planted  himfelf,  contains  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres.     He  cultivates  only  three  hundred, 

and 
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and  keeps  on  this  cftate  from  twenty-fiic  to  thirty 
aegroes.  Indiaii-com,  barley,  and  potatoes,  arc 
its  ufiial  produce.  A  fwamp  o{  about  one  hun- 
dred acres  is  well  iituated  for  the  culture  of  rice, 
and  is  already' in  part  applied  to  it;  he  is  now 
buTied  in  feiiing  the  rejnaining  trees,  to  devote  it 
entirely  to  this  purpofc. 

I  have  fecn  here  the  comniencemeiit  of  the 
procels  of  clearing.  The  part,  deftined  for  the 
culture  of  rice,  is  furrounded  with  a  wide  ditch  j 
the  earth,  dug  out  of  the  ditch,  fcrves  to  raife  a 
dike,  which  on  one  fide  has  one  or  two  openings, 
fiiut  up  by  locks,  to  let  the  water  on  the  rice  ■ 
£cld,  fome  being  conftantiy  kept  in  a  r^ervoii 
.  on  more  elevated  ground  for  this  purpose.  Were 
it  not  for  this  dike  the  water  w-ould  inundate  the 
fwamps  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  iweep 
away  the  rice,  which  has  juft  fpronicd.  "Wlicn 
the  ditch  and  dike  are  fimfhed,  the  trees  are  cut 
down,  but  ftumps  are  left  in  the "  ground  as 
high  as  in  the  northern  fettlements.  The  ihaall 
branches  are  burnt,  the  foil  is  ibmewhat  loofened, 
and  the  rice  planted  amidft  thefe  large  trunks  of 
trees,  which  are  not  burnt  or  cut  into  fire -wood 
till  fome  years  afterwards.  Mr.  Jfard  has  aiTured 
me,  that  the  produce  of  the  firft  and  fecond  year, 
notwithftanding  the  trunks  of  trees  itbus  partly 
covering  the  foil,  is  equal  to  that  of  jany  other 
ground. 
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ground,  no  *part  t>f  wkkk  has  been  kit.  This  i 
the  methwi  of  clearing  the  gpouttAy  VimvetGdlf 
obferved  in  AmOTca.  The  produce  of  tihc  cdU 
ture  of  rice,  as  variable  as  that  of  any  other  feranch 
d(  agrioatkute,  flu6tea*es  between  two  tnd  four 
barrels  per  ?acre;  Mr.  lia^d  obtains  three;  the 
barrel  weighs  fix  feimdred«i4  twejtity-iive  p<Mmds« 
M^.  IfaFd«  land  yields  ^m  fifteen  to  twenty 
t:rt^els  bf  in^n  con^  ^eend  oat  bikndred  ^bnAxek 
«^  potatoes  an  acpe«  A  iiegno  cultbales  tfivc  luoees 
of  rice-field,  awdthwe  or  four  of  j^r(»^t?»,astfaey 
a^  called,  that  is,  Indkn-oom  and  potaiasHes. 

Mr.  Oifsrd  is  a  zealous  ^dvocstte  ^ar  &Bi>eiy ;  d&CHai 
dil  4^  ^ccoonts,  he  has  l»%m  aEbic  to  cdledl:,  it  is 
liis  t6«u^  belief,  tftiait  41  £ree  tiegro  -is  jxxm^^  indoieist 
0Md  viciot^  than  ^  negro  flare.  Btit  iie  makes 
Tiot  aiiy  iU  x^  of  ttbe  ^finlfnifted  aiortrhorlty^  nrhkh 
^  the  law^  tof  Soatiii  Carolivia  the  planters  tx^pj 
overfhekr^aves.  TlieTOihlnefefiof  fads  dilpnfitiiait 
te  ^dl^rva^le  in  bis  coniiuift  t^wmtis  hk  negooes^ 
te  in  lad  'ft  is  in  'cvaiy  *aic»i  of  his  life,  i3Qk& 
the  vivacity  of  his  temper  4s  wrouj^  up  by  his 
peculiar  opinions,  especially  on  -pditocdl  :fid)JEfe. 

Mri5.*rferd>haS4iiade  feverul  experimentsofTcar- 
ing  tftlfc*wo^ms,  w^hitih  Aefe  kft  ^two  yscars  /have 
J]^W^4inc^Timorily  fuccdfiftll.  Whethcrin  ^dbis 
ebttiSWy,  which  fe'fo  well  qualified  for  this  ripccics 
<}f  ^culture,  mt/y  more  slttdni^  of  tthat^nsture  have 

been 
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•  Hflliced  to  engage  in  theni^  fionf  an  eaneftileuns 
cfjptomh^ng  the  pfoQ>6ritjr  b^  the  ocnuttiy. 
r;  G00&  Cteek  n  theniamci  of  the  pariih  in  which 

•        •  •       * 

hk,  I&id-s  efUte  i»  .fituatedL  It  ^xmtiuns  aboai 
iSbxcc  luindrcd  iquare  miks,  waa  ieyeial  yea^ 
without  a  paftoTj  and  has  but  tetj  latdy  obb^ed 
one.  As  the  pay  <^  the  dcigf  is  tai&d  by  fub« 
iknpdon,  fuch  planters  only  cont>ii>«t*  tow^ 

.  their  iufafiftenoe^  as  refidein  the  Yidiiitf  of  tho^ 
dnirch.  De^rolion  ia pot  aprevailihg  fidhion in. 
this  countiy.  ,  The  prdent  certain  income  of  the. 
paftor  of  this  pariih  exceeds,  not. fix  himdred  and 

>^-a„«  ^  pc.-uium.  On.  S»«by. 
which  I  ipent  with  Mr.  Uard^.I  went. with  him. 
to  church,  where  I  found  fifteen  white  people, 
and  about  thirty  negroes  and  negreffes,  who  oc- 
cupied the  aifles ;  for  in  the  fbuthern  fi^tes  the 
negroes  are  not  fuffered  to  mix  with,  whites. 

The  road  from  Charlefton  to  Elms  mns  through 
Dorchefter ;  it  is  fandy  like  all  the  other  roads  in 
South  Carolina.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  the 
iand  has  leis  compaitnefs,  and,  of  confequence, 
fatigues  both  men  and  horfes  more^  than  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  town,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  waggons,  .which,^  as  the  phrale 
here  is,  plough  the  country.  For  the  firft  three  or 
four  miles  the  houfes  Hand  pifetty  clofe  together, 
,  but 
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Ibut  farther  on  you  find  only  fcattercd  plantations, 
the  buildings  belonging  to  which  feldom,  fland 
near  the  road.  The  only  inn  on  this  road,  which 
is  feventcen  miles  in  length,  lies  ten  miles  ftom 
the  town.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war  the  Eng- 
.lifh  had,  during  their  refideace  in  Charlefton, 
either  from  motives  offnilitary  precaution,  want 
of  fire -wood,  or  luft  of  devaftation,  cut  down 
every  tree  witl^  ten  miles  of  the  town.  Ve- 
getation is  fo  vety  powerful  in  this  country,  that 
all  thefe  trees  are  not  T>nly  grown  up  again,  but 
have  alfo  attained  ^  confiderafble  fize.  The  lux- 
uriance of  the  woods  flahds  unrivalled ;  there  .arc 
eighteen  different  fpecies  of  oak,  particularly  the 
live-oak,  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree,  cuciimbef- 
tree,  deciduous  cyprefs,  liquidambar,  hickory,  &c. 
In  Ihort,  all  the  fpecies  of  trees,  which  are  fo  ex- 
ceffively  dear  in  JEurope,  ten  of  which  are  bought 
to  fave  one,  for  which  both  iituation  and  foil  arc 
carefully  felefted,  and  which  yet  never  attain  any 
confiderable  height,  are  here  the  natural'  pro- 
duce of  the  country,  and  thrive  moft  excellently* 
Equally  flriking  to  Europeans  is  the  pleiaiing  lux- 
uriance of  ihrubs,  plants,  and  various  fpecics  of 
grafs,  which  difFufe  mofl  of  them  an  exquifite 
fragrance.  My  firfl  ramble;?  through  thefe  wood$f. 
afforded  me,  therefore,  an  uncommon  pleafure.  . 
Some  parts  of  South  Carolina,  Where  the  6nd 
Vol.  II.  Ft  i$ 


0  k^  fhtilc,  bear  i»>  other  trees  than  pixK^  mid 
fethbieafonarecalled^Jiir-ibArrmr.  cBuit.ev«ii 
«!  thcfe  laiuk  growa  a  fpecies  of  graf^  which«. 
liiaQgh  inktiot  to  that  produced  oo  a  good  foil, 
i^es  both  winter  and  Summer  fbf  the  feed  of 
liorfes^  bullocks^  and  eaws^  which  graze  in  the 
trood&  -  This  grafi  ia  caUed  cr^grafs. 
'  At  iome  (tiflancc  from  the  fbad  lies  a  g^fden^ 
whtrre  a  French  botamft^  who  is  paid  by  the 
French  government,  raifesthe  trees  of  the  ooun-^ 
fry  from  the  ieed  as  well  as  kyers^^  and  fends  them 
tft  Mr.  TkauiN  at  P^>  with  whom  he  main^ 
^n^aHteraryoorre^KHidence.  The  n{ime  of  this 
bbtaniil  is  Michakb  ;  he  has  re£ded  in  America^ 
thefe  fifteen  year^  and  trayerfed  every  part  of  the 
Country,  to  enrieh  France  with  the  finefi  produce 
tions  of  the  United  States.    He  was- juft  retximcci 

« 

from  the  Hlinok  with  a  rich  ccdle  Aion  of  beauti- 
ful plants  and  herbs.  He  peculiarly  extols  the 
vegetation  in  the  Teneffee^  where  he  has  difco-' 
vered  a  tree,  firom  the  root  of  which  a  beautiful 
pale  yellow  colour  \&  extraded.  He  .eladOres  it 
among  the  fbphoraSr  but  has  not  fcen  it  in^ 
bloflbm,  and  confequently  judges  only  from  the 
growth,  leaves  and  feed.  He  h^s  given  the  latter 
to  Greneral  Blount,  who  has  offered  to  return  him 
the  plants;  Puring  his  abfence  tw9  negroes  t<K)k. 
care  of  his  garden^*  and  kept  it  very  clean  of  weeds., 

Thi^ 
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This  garden  anfwers  extremely  well  the  views  of 
Mr.  Thouin>  to  domefticate  in  France  the  great- 
tA  poffible  number  of  the  produ<3;ions  of  all  coun- 
tries, for  which  purpofe  he  has  formed  nurleries 
in  the  French  dominions,  xinder  different  degrees 
of  latitude,  to  accuftom  exotic  plants  to  the  French 
climate  by  infenfible  degrees.  Mr,  Thouin  is,  in 
my  opinion,  one  of  the  brightcft  ornaments  of 
France. 

The  day  I  returned  from  Mr.  Ifard,  my  very 
obliging  friend,  Mr.  Pringle,  propofed  to  me  a 
trip  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Alhley.  1  availed 
myfelf  with  much  fatisfa6lion  of  this  opportunity, 
to  enlarge  my  acquaintance  with  the  interior,  and 
to  view  the  country-feats,  in  thofe  parts  which 
enjoy  the  greateft  celebrity* 

Charjieflon  being  feated  on  an  i{}:hmus  formed 
hy  two  rivers,  under  an  angle  which  is  very  acute, 
the  road  is  for  the  firil  feven  miles  exactly  the 
ikme,  whether  you  intend  to  proceed  to  Georgia, 
North  Carolina,  or  any  poi^t  of  South  Carolina. 
We  made  our  firft  flop  at  a  fmali  plantation,  but 
very  lately  purchafed  by  Dr.  Baron,  a  Scotch- 
man, and  phyfician  of  great  celebrity  in  Charlefi 
ton,  where,  it  is  aflerted,  he  makes  thirteen  thou- 
fand  dollars  a  year.  He  is  a  man  of  extenfivc 
learning,  and  anexcellent ^companion^  This iinail 
phintation,  named  Fitter^0o,  qonfiib  of  fpur  hun* 

F  f  2  dred 
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&e^  acres^  and  coll  him  four  thoidand  two  hwx* 
died  aiid  eighty  dollars ;  it  is'fitoated  oh  a  fmatt 
euiincncle  ttcstt  thei  river.  The  fite  for  the  hbuie/ 
f&r  noiK^  has  hitherto  been  built,  is  the  moft  plcay 

• 

felt  fpot  which  ctmM  be  chofcn  in  thti  flat,  I6vdt 
tofdnttyf  where  the. tedious  famcnefi  of  the  woods 
is  fcarcely^Vdricgrtted  by  fome  houies,  thinly  feat-' 
teredi  and  where  k  is  hardly  poffible  to  nieet  with 
a  pleafant  landfcape.  His  garden  is  ieparated  fr<Mn 
Ibe  iiver  by  ft  mordfs,  nearly  drained ;  the  whole 
extent  of  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  ik  nearly^ 
of  the  fame  defcriptfon.  Dr.  *  Baron  intends .  f& 
piitrchafe  this  intervening  fpace,  and  to  convert  it 
mto  meadow-ground."  This  aiteratioh' wiSl  ifit- 
prove  the  pipiped:',  without  rendering  it  a  charm-^ 
ing  vifta. 

Hence  we  crofled  the  river,  and  (topped  at  a 
plaMation,  lately  purchafed  by  Mr.  Pringle,  the^ 
former  name  of  which  was  Greenville,  but  Which 
he  has  named  Sufan*s  Place,  in  honour  of  his 
lovely  wife.  This  plantation  is  Ukewife  without 
a  houfe,  that  of  the  former  occupier  having  been 
confumcd  by  fire ;  on  the  foundation  of  this  build- 
ing, which  remains  unhurt,  the  new  manfion  is 
to  be  ereftcd,  which  will  be  finifhcd  this  fummer. 
The  plantation,  which  conlifts  of  four  hundred 
acres,  has  coft  him  onef  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars.     The  fituation  is  much  the 

fame 
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fame  as  that  of  Fitteraffo,  except  that  the  mo^ 
raflcs,  covered  with  reeds,  lie  on  the  other  fide. 
The  river  flows  clofe  to  the  garden,  and  the  fhips, 
which  continually  fail  up  and  down  the  river, 
JTiay  anchor  here  with  great  convenichce.  Yachts 
of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  ^  Bacon^ 
J>ridge,  twenty  miles  from  Charlefton, 

We  made,  another  halt  at  9  houfe,  formerly  the 
property  gf, Commodore  Gillon,  who  died  in 
very  deranged  circumftances,  bordering  on  infol- 
vency.  This  plantation,  which  has  accordingly 
been  made  over  to  the  creditors,  is  in  the  very 
worft  flate.  The  Commodore  died'  three  yean 
ago.  The  hoitfe  is  tolerably  handlbme,  and  the 
garden  is  laid  out  with  a  more  refined  tafte,  and 
pultivate4  with  more  care  than  gardens  generally 
are  in  this  country,  But  the  foil  is  fterile  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  Uommodore  was  obliged  to  fup* 
ply  his  table  with  pulinary  plants,  and  his  ftablc 
Avith  fqddpr,  ffom  another  plantation,  which  he 
pofleiTed  thr<?e  or  four  mUes  farther  diftant. 

P^lf  ^  mile  from  Batavia,  the  name  of  the 
Co4iimQdore'§  plaQtatipn,  ftandsMiddleton-houfe, 
the  property  pf  Mr§.  MiPDI^eton,  mother-inr 
law  to  young  Mr.  Ifard,  which  is  efteemed  the 
mofl:  beautiful  houfe  in  thjij  part  of  the  country. 
The  out-buildings,  fuch  as  kitchen,  wafh-houfe, 
ftnd  offi^esj  ar?  very  capacious..     The  ^nfemhle  pf 

F  f  3  thex;e 
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thcle  buildings  calls  to  recolledllon  the  ancient 
Engllfti  country- feats.  The  rooms  in  the  hou'fe 
are  fmall,  and  the  outilde,  as  well  as  the  infide,  is 
badly  kept.  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  fituation  is 
this,  that  the  river,  which  flows  in  a  circuitous 
courfe,  until  it  reaches  this  point,  forms  here  a 
wide,  beautiful  canal,  pointing  flraight  to  the 
houfe.  The  garden  is  beautiful,  but  kept  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  houfe ;  the  foil  is  very  bad, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  plantation  is  al- 
together undeferving  the  celebrity  it  enjoys. 

We  flopped  to  dine  with  Dr.  Drayton,  at 
Drayton-hall.  The  houfe  is  an  ancient  building, 
but  convenient  and  good ;  and  the  garden  is  bet- 
ter laid  out,  better  cultivated  and  flocked  with 
good  trees,  than  any  I  have  hitherto  fccn.  In 
order  to  have  a  fine  garden,  you  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  let  the  trees  remain  ftanding  here  and 
there,  or  In  clumps,  to  plant  bulhes  in  front  of 
them,  and  arrange  the  trees  according  to  their 
height.  Dr.  Drayton's  father,  who  was  alfo  a 
phyfician,  began  to  lay  out  the  garden  on  this 
principle ;  and  his  fon,  who  is  palfionately  fond 
of  a  country  life,  has  purfued  the  fame  plan.  The 
profpe-ft  from  the  garden  is  like  all  other  views  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  but  the  occupier  finds  it 
lefs  tedioufly  uniform  than  travellers  do.  He 
pointed  out  to  us,  and  fpoke  much,  con  amore,  of 

a  little 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CA2rA3)A^  tcC  4S9 

m  little  hut  in  the  woods,  which  is  fcarcely  vifibl^ 
and  of  a  turning  of  the  river,  yet  no  vMlage  is  t» 
be  feen,  not .  the  ftaalicft  cftates,  nay  no  huts, 
^AIl  South  Carolina  contains  fcarcely  five  or  fix 
villages,  if  four  or  five  compaA  houfes  dc/ery^ 
this  name.  The  planter  refides,  throughout  the 
whole  country,  in  the  midfl:  of  his  negroes.  It 
is  a  matter  of  general  cenfur^,  that  Charles  II. 
divided  this  country  among  three  men,  without 
confidccing  that,  divided  as  it  is  at  prefent,  per?- 
haps  among  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people,  it 
is  yet  far  from  pTOCuriog  the  ftate  and  fociety  at 
large  the  advaatages,  whkh  it  might  produo:. 
Every  one  works  with  his  own  negroes ;  he  has 
fio  opportunity  of  hiring  othejs,  as  every  one  has 
iuU  employment  tor  his  flavcs,  and  (lands  in  need 
pf  niany  hands  for  little  work*  In  regard  to  the 
northern  flatcs,  the  period  may  be  determined 
with  jfoijie  degree  of  certainty,  when  the  whole 
country,  which  has  been  wrefted  frorai  the  In- 
dians, will  he  cleared ;  but  not  the  Icaft  idea  can 
be  formed  how  it  will  be  poiUble  in  South  Ca- 
rolina tx)  cfeax  only  double  the  quantity  of;  lind, 
which  is  at  preient  \mder  cultivation.  This  ob- 
servation, however,  applies  merely  to  th^  lower 
part  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  country  on  the 
Other  fide  of  the  mdimtains  is  inhabited- by  white 

Ff4  people^ 
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people,  wbo  wctt,  as  cvcrv  whfrre  dfc,  and  y 
number,  it  i*  aflcrtt  J,  increafo  vcarh"  by  new  c 
lofiit^,  who  anr  emigrating  thither. 

On  uur  joumcv  we  met  a  Jrave  of  n^rocs  ^you 
cannot  ule  a  more  prtiper  term),  who  were  fent 
from  Cambridge  to  the  market  ol*  Charlcfton. 
Their  malii-T,  an  advocate  of  Canibridge.  one  of 
the  diltricts  of  the  liate,  has  reknquilhcd  his  planT 
tation,  ta  cmpiuy  his  money  in  fome  other  branch 
of  bulinels.  PSanters  of  fmall  tbrtunes  du  this 
Tcry  ot'icn ;  and  from  the  high  price  of  negroes  it 
is  at  prefent  done  more  frequently  than  at  other 
times.'  They  were  about  one  hundred  in  numr- 
ber,  men,  women,  and  children.  The  lale  of  the 
hufband  is  not  ueceiFarily  connected  with  that 
of  the  wife,  nor  is  the  purchafer  of  the  mother 
obliged  to  buy  the  child  fuckling  on  her  breaft. 
The  advantage  of  the  buyer  is  the  only  binding 
law. 

That  part  of  the  foreft,  which  I  did  not  tra- 
verie,  on  my  way  to  Mr.  Ifard,  abounds  alfo,  it 
is  faid,  with  trees  and  bufhes.  Two  fpecies  of 
the  forrcl  tree,  (^andromeda,  hhni.)  the  azalea,  the 
fnow-drop  tree  or  fringe  tree  (ch'wnanlhits,  Linn.) 
iioney-fucldc  with  red  bloifnms,  which  grows  in 
afwampyfoil;  the  iklfafras;  and  the  myrtle  of 
which  green  candies  are  made.     The  berries  are 

boiled 
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boiled  in  water ;  the  fubftance,  which  fwims  on 
the  furface,  is  the  oily  matter  or  tallow.  A  bul^^el 
of  berries  yields  eight  pounds  of  candles,  vvjiich 
coft  twenty  cents.     The  red  paria,  or  Carolina 
Jiqrfe-chefnut  tree,  whicji,  wh^n  inoculated  on  a 
common  chefnut  grows  up  in  Europe  to  a  very 
high  tree,  is  here  a  Ihrub  of  a  middling  fize.      - 
,   To  feyeral  trees  adheres  a  yellow  grey  mofs, 
which  hangs  feyeral  feet  down.  Tike  a  beard,  ^nd 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Spanifli  heard.  .  It  re- 
tains the  fame  colour,  both  in  winter  and  fum- 
mer,  and  b$ars  imall  blue, flowers  in  fpring.     It 
plings  efpecially  to  oaks  and  elms ;  plantains^;  ma- 
pies, ,  cucumber  trees,  and  pines  are  generally  free 
from  it.    This  mofs  injures  only  the  beauty  of  the 
trees,  b\it  alters  neither  their  growth  nor  leaves. 
In  gardens  which  are  well  kept,  it  is  taken  off 
with  iron  rakes ;  the  negroes  frequently  pull  it  off 
iX\t  trees  in  the  woods  with  their  hands,  and  fell 
jit  to  the  upholflerers  of  Charleilon,  who  llufFwith 
it  mattralfes  and  chairs.     For  the  fame  purpofe, 
pretty  large  quantities  of  it  are  tranfmitted  to  Phi- 
jadelphia.  New  York,  and  even  to  the  northern 
ftates ;  for  though  it  conflantly  preferves  a  cer- 
tain unpleafant  fmell,  yet  it  is  much  ufed,  from 
its  being  cheaper  than  wool  or  hair.  In  winter  it 
^ffords  good  food  for  cattle. 

SANDYHILL. 


.  taaVels  through 


After  a  rcfidencc  of  twenty  days  in  Charlcflon, 
,  I  fet  out  for  Georgia.  From  the  cxceffive  heat, 
it  becomes  neceflary  to  make  this  tour  before 
the  beginning  of  June,  in  wliioh  month  the  heat 
grows  intolerable ;  and  the  dangerous  difeafes^ 
occafioned  by  jt,  ipare  but  few  men,  efpccially 
Grangers,  who  travel  through  thelc  pcftiferous 
Iwamps.  I  fct  out  in  comptiny  -with  Mr.  Beau- 
Vois,  a  Frenchman,  a  botanift,  pafTionately  fond 
of  his  fciencc,  and  a  good,  worthy  man.  In  cru- 
der "that  we  both  might  retain  our  full  liberty,  wc 
liired  each  a  aibriokt,  and  a  little  negro.  We  pur- 
fucd  the  fame  road,  which  I  travelled  with  Mr. 
Pringle,  on  my  escurfion  to  the  banks  of  the  Afh- 
Icy,  until  we  reached  the  other  fide  of  this  river, 
that  is,  ten  miles  from  Charlefton.  To  this  point 
the  road  Is  much  the  fame,  fand  and  woods.  The 
^and,  however,  is  not  fo  deep,  and  feems  to  be 
more  mixed  with  earth.  The  woods  are  equally 
beautiful,  and,  for  fome  miles,  the  plantations  lie 
more  compact.  Rice  Is  the  chief  article  cu]tivate4 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Ei^ht  miles  after  you  have  crofled  the  Alhltry, 
you  pafs  an  arm  of  the  river  Stono.  The  bridge, 
by  which  you  crofs  the  river,  has  been  built  by 
General  Washington,  who  poficiics  an  cftate 

in 
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m  the  neighbourhood>  which,  however,  is  not 
that  on  which  he  refide?.  The  toll  is  confider- 
able.  I  was  obliged  to  pay  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
for  a  cabriolet  and  a  horfe ;  and  yet  the  farmer, 
who  takes  the  toll,  pays  the  GcnctdA.  no  more 
than  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  two 
thirds.  This  road  is,  therefore,  in  all  likelihood, 
not  much  frequented;  a  luppofition,  which  was 
piuch  corroborated  by  the  fmall  nuftiber  of  tra- 
vellers we  met  on  our  journey.  And  yet  this  is 
the  great  Savannah-road,  which  we  did  not  leave 
jbut  fix  miles  from  the  General's  eftate. 

AH  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  are  more 
afraid  of  the  rattlc-fnake,  than  thofe  of  New  York 
and  Penniylvania*  Thefe  fnakes,  it  ihould  feem, 
are  more  dangerous  here  than  in  the  northern 
ftates ;  as  inftances  are  known  of  people  having 
died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  they  were  bitten. 
According  to  the  affertion  of  the  faculty,  the  bite 
is  mortal  only  when  a  lymphatic  veflel  has  been 
hurt,  becaufe  in  this  cafe  the  poifon  mixes  more 
Tapidly  with  the  blood  ;  every  other  bite  is  eafily 
cured.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  renders 
the  poifon  more  deftruftive  than  in  the  northern 
ftates ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  among 
the  great  number  of  people  who  are  bitten 
there,  there  Ihould  be  none  whofe  lymphatic 
ygflels  were  injured,  and  yet  none  are  known 

to 
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to  have  died  of  the  bite.  The  juice  of  plan- 
ta^  virghiiana,  Linn,  or  the  root  and  branches 
of  mahuba  bfuifed,  are  the  remedies  moil  com^ 
pioniy  applied.  Either  of  tliefe  plants  is  fufli' 
cicnt,  but  tliey  arc  deemed  more  efficacious  whca 
they  are  applied  jointly,  A  tobacco  leaf  flccped 
in  mm,  or  a  finglc  leaf  of  one  of  tlje  above  plants, 
takes  oti"  tjic  paio  and  fweliiiig.  CiiSAR,  a  negro, 
difcovcrcd  this  means  in  South  Carolina;  he 
proved  itB  efficacy  to  the  Ai5»^inb!y  of  the  States, 
ia  17B0,  by  caufing  a  rattle-fnake  to  bite  him; 
and  obtained  Ibr  this  arcanum  his  liberty,  and  ^ 
pcaCon  of  one  hundretl  guiacas  a  year.  The  rat- 
tlc-lnakcs  are  as  pcacetul  in  Carolina,  as  they  are 
in  the  north;  they  never  bite  but  on  being  touched, 
However  great  the  fear  of  thcfe  fnakcs  may  be  Iq 
this  country,  yet  they  arc  not,  it  ftiould  i^rn,  very 
frequent,  as  in  this  cafe  the  planters  would  unr 
doubtcdlv,  from  motive^  of  felf-iptcrcft,  furnifti 
their  liavcs  with  the  fame  thick  >vorftcd  fpatter- 
dafljes,  which  in  the  northern  ftates  reiider  the 
Mte  harmlefs,  by  abforbingthe  poifon;  and  which, 
for  this  reafon,  arc  there  in  general  ufe,  inftcad 
of  (littering  the  negroes  to  work  barefoot  in  the 
fwamps  as  well  as  the  woods. 

General  Walhmgton's  friends  having  prevailed 
upon  me  to  call  at  the  General's,  1  did  fo ;  and 
from  the  genteel  reception  1  experienced  on  his 

part. 
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p^rt,  we  foon  got  acquainted.  General  Wafhing- 
ton  is  of  the  fame  family  as  the  Prefident,  but 
they  are  only  diftaiit  relations.     He  ferved  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  generally  refpeded. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  moft  opulent  planters,  and 
poflefles  from  four  to  five  hundred  flaves,  by  whofcf 
number  wealth  hjvjily  efti mated  in  South  Caro- 
lina, as  it  is  through  their  labour  that  riches  arc 
amafled  in  this  country.    The  information  which 
\  obtained  from  him,  in  regard  to  the  culture  of 
rice,  appears  to  me  complete,  yet  I  Ihall  not  in- 
fert  it  in  my  journal,  until  it  be  corroborated,  and 
tendered  ftill  more  perfe<3:  by  the  accounts  of  other 
planters.     I  ihall,  therefore,  here  only  obfervc, 

1 .  That  the  General's  rice  fields  are  inland Jwamps . 

2.  the  General  fowls  one, bufliel  and  a  half  of  rice 
on  an  acre ;  3.  the  medium  produce  of  an  acre  is 
two  barrels  of  rice ;  4.  every  negro  cultivates  four 
Or  four  acres  and  a  half,  befides  two  or  three  acres 
oiprovtfion ;  5*  by' his  calculation  a  third  only  of 
his  negroes  work  in  the  fields,  the  reft  either  con- 
fifl:  of  old  people,  children>  and  fick,  or  are  em- 
ployed about  the  hpufe;  0.  the  number  of  ne-» 
groes  increases  every  year  by  a  tw^eritieth ;  y.  every 
negro  earns  annually,  all  expences  being  deduced, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars ;  but 
the  rice  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was  fold  for  two 
dollars  and  a  half^  cofts  now  fix  ot  feven  dollars 

and 
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and  a  half;  8.  tlic  expencc  for  a  negro,  'includ- 
ing duty,  board,  clothing,  and  medicines,  he  efti- 
mates  from  twelve  to  thirteen  dollars ;  g.  he  in- 
tends to  ercSi  a  mill,  to  fave  the  trouble  of  grinding 
and  fifting,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  plan- 
tations by  hard  labour. 

Thcle  miUs  fave  confidcrable  time  and  work; 
the  negroes  are  relieved  from  the  moft  painful 
toil,  and  able  to  work  more  in  the  fields.  Ano 
thcr  great  advantage  is,  that  the  rice  is  more  re- 
gularly huiked,  which  caufes  a  confidcrable  dif- 
ference in  the  produce.  An  able  hulker  delivers 
ni.icteen  parts  of  large  rice,  and  one  of  rice-duft  ; 
but  an  indifferent  workman  only  ten.  Rlce-duft, 
or  fmall  rice,  that  is,  fueh  as  is  too  much  ground, 
is  not  marketable,  or  fetches  only  half  the  price  of 
good  rice. 

By  all  the  obfervations  which  I  have  been  able 
to  coUeift,  the  culture  of  rice  is  in  an  improving 
ftate ;  the  beft  proof  of  which  is  the  greater  num- 
ber of  furrows  in  a  given  fpace.  The  planters 
had  formerly  only  fifty-five  in  one  acre  and  a 
quarter,  inftead  of  fixty-five  or  feventy,  which  are 
made  at  prefcnt,  without  the  leaft  prejudice  to  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,  or  the  richnefs  of  the  ears.  An- 
other improvement  concerns  the  mode  of  water- 
ing the  fwamps.  Upon  the  whole,  the  planters, 
mote  enlightened  on  their  tr«e  intereft,  feem  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  pcrfcft  the  culture  of  rice  by  all  poA 
fible  means.  The  rice,  froiti  this  plantation,  is 
tranlportcd  twelve  miles  in  carts,  and  frequently 
the  diftance  from  the  next  creek  is  ftill  greater. 
The  planters  are  now  railing  a  fum  by  fubfcrip-' 
tion,  for  the  conftrudlion  of  a  canal,  which  is  ta 
erofs  the  fwamps,  and,  on  which  the  rice  may, 
without  the  leaft  difficulty,  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton.  This  canal  is  to  be  ten  miles  ix% 
length,  and  the  cxpence  is  eftimated  at  thirty- 
eight  or  forty  thouland  dollars.  I  aflifted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  commiffioners,  relative  to  the 
beft  nieans  of  conftruAing  it.  For  this  purpofe 
it  has  beett  propofed>  either  to  caufe  every  planter 
to  work  at  the  canal  with  a  certain  number  of 
negroes,  proportionate  to  the  greater  or  Ids  dif- 
tance of  his  plantation  from  the  canal  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  fwamps,  or  the  number  of  his  flavesv 
or  to  charge  one  planter  with  the  conftruftion  o€ 
the  whole  canal,  and  make  every  planter  contri- 
bute to  the  expence  in  the  above  proportion* 
.  Good  planters  are  of  the  latter  q>inion,  becaufc 
the  adoption  of  the  former  would  leflen  the  num-^ 
|)cr  of  their  workmen,,  and,  of  owfequenc^  their 
f^n.  The  meeting  deliberated  onrthefe  queftioni, 
but  caihe  to  no  determination.  That  one  finglc 
pltotcr  fliould  be  able  to  undertake  this  work,, 
may  be  explained  by  the  circumilancei  that  there 
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are  maily  bad  phnters,  who  let  their  nc^tocs  ^t 
a  high  price.  The  meeting  terminated  in  a  din- 
ner, like  all  fimilar  meetings  in  England,  with 
thisdifference  only,  that  this  dinner  was  given, 
not  in  a  good  tavern,  but  in  d  miierable  inn, 
"where,  from  the  ruinous  Hate  of  the  flair-cafci 
the  guefts  were  under  the  neceffity  of  working 
up  their  way  to  the  dining-room  by  the  aid  of  a 
ladder.  It  was  a  cold  -dinner^  and  the  liquors 
ftrved  up  were  rum,  lirandy,  and  geneva,  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  quaiFed,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  moft  delicious  champagne.  The 
General,  whofc  turn  it  was  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany, had  pro^Hdcd  the  whole  dinner.  The  cul- 
ture of  rice  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increafed 
by  the  conftnuSion  of  this  canal.  By  General 
Walh in gt oil's  account,  as  mam  fwamps  remain 
ftill  uncultivated  as  are  under  cultivation.    ■ .    -;■ 

His  own  plantation?  are  all  fituated  in  the  vicir 
nity  of  his  manfion,  without  joining  each  other; 
One  director  has  the  {uperintendance  ovef  all  the  ■ 
plantations,  and  under  him  fpecial  infpe<5lors  are  i 
appointed  for  eiery  plantation.  He  cultivates  two 
hundred  acres  with  Indian  com  or  potatoes  ;  the 
average  produce  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  buihels 
of  .Indian  corn  per  acre. 

The  rice-planters  cultivate  no  more  Indian 
corn  and  potatoes,  than  ihcy  want  foi:  tlicir  Qwn 

con- 
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confumption,  and  that  of  their  negroes.  By  cul^ 
tivating  more,  they  would,  in  their  opinion,  wafte 
their  time  in  a  lefs  profit^able  kbour ;  and  niany 
planters  would  rather  purchafe  all  their  provifions, 
than  raife  it  in  their  own  fields,  were  not  the 
carriage  fo  vefy  expenfive.         - 

,  All  the  planters  keep  great  ntimbcrs  of  oxen, 
cows,  and  pigs^  whicH  procure  their  food  cafily, 
and  without  the  leaft  cxpiihce;  ih'  the  large  forefts, 
which  belong  to  the'planfaftiohs.  Hbrfes  are  alfb 
frequently  turned  ihto  the  woodi ;  but  the  trup 
amateurs  of  horfes,  maijy  of  whom  arc  foimd 
among  the  platrters,  fend  theni  rather  to  graze  oii 
a  field,  whicb  the  year  before  was  fbwn  with  In- 
dian corn  and  rice,  and  on  which  the  fpecies  of 
grafs,  called- d^-^i^r^,  grow's  iti  griat  plenty.  In 
vTobds,  where  the  grafs  of  the  prreceding  year  ii 
riot  entirely  confunied,  and  where  this  grafs  rtiight 
ftifle  the  new  growth,  it  is  burnt  at  the  beginning 
of  fpririg,  and  the  young  grafs  thrives  better  thali 
it  otherwife  would  do. 

The  price  of  fwamps  is  here  from  twenty-one' 
to  forty-two  dollars  an  acre.     The  fituation  in 
regard  to  the  watering  of  the  fwamps  occafioni^ . 
the  difference  in  their  price.     Uplands  cofl  from 

five  to  fix  dollars  an- acre,  but  aire  feldom  fold. 

•  ■  '  ■      .  '- 

Indian  corn  cofls  one  dollar  and  a  hlalf  the  bufhel. 
Vol,  IL  Gg  a,  cow 
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a  COW  from  fix  to  nine  dollars,  and  a  yoke  of  oxen 
forty  dollars. 

General  Walhington  is  one  of  the  planter* 
of  Carolina,  who,  in  order  not  to  rcliuquifli 
to  the  merchants  of  Charlcfton  the  great  pro- 
fits on  the  fale  of  rice,  have  tranfoiitted  it  them- 
fclvcs  to  England.  The  refults  of  this  ope- 
ration are  not  yet  known.  All  the  planters  are 
highly  pleafed  with  the  high  price  of  rice,  yet 
the  moil  prudent  of  them  adopt  not  a  more  ex- 
penfive  way  of  living,  but  convert  their  gains  into 
capital.  They  arc  fond  of  refiding  on  their  plan- 
tations, and  thus  fave  much  of  their  houfehold 
expence.  Yet  you  muft  be  accuftomed  to  fuch 
a  refidence  to  be  pleafed  with  it.  Not  tlie  leafl: 
variety,  as  to  foil  and  culture ;  furrounded  on  all 
fides  with  mud  and  water  ;  few  or  no  neighbours ; 
and  in  addition  to  thefe  unpleafant  circumflances>, 
the  planters  are  deprived  of  the  greateil  pleafurc 
of  cultivators,  to  fee  every  thing  grow  in  their 
fields.  In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  fwamps 
are  watered  for  the  firft  time,  the  planters  retire 
for  four  months  into  the  town,  for  fear  of  the 
pcftiferous  effluvia,  and  during  this  time  the  rice 
ripens  and  is  mowed.  The  white  diretSor  of  the 
plantation,  who  remains  on  the  fpot,  muft  the 
firftfummer  pay  for  this  refidence  either  with  his 

life. 
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life,  or  at  Icaft  with  a  dreadful  fit  of  illnefs ;  and, 
Ihould  he  ifiirvive  this,  yet  he  i^  every  fiimmer  at- 
tacked by  a  fimilar  difeafe  at  leaft  for  a  fortnight. 
The  negroes  fuffer  not  from  all  thefe  noxioiis 
exhalations. 

In  the  General  is  united  to  his  other  excellent 
qualities  that  of  a  benevolent  mafter  to  his  ne- 
groes. They  are  not  overburthericd  with  labour, 
and  they  are  at  liberty  to  fcultivate  for  themfelvcs 
as  much  land  as  they  choofe. 

Mrs.  Walhington  feems  lefs  pleafed  with  a 
plantation-life  than  her  hufband,  whom  bufinefi 
frequently  calls  away,  and  whom  a  pipe  or  a  good 
dinner  often  retains  in  the  place,  whither  he  is 
obliged  to  go. 

The  General's  plantation  lies  in  St.  PauKs 
parilh,  which  contains  fifteen  fquare  miles.  Al- 
though four  or  five  remains  of  churches  are  to  be 
found  in  this  parifh,  yet  there  exifts  in  fad  but 
one,  where  a  congregation  can  ailcmble.  The 
reft  were  burnt  down  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
and  they  are  in  this  country  not  very  anxious  to 
build  them  up  again. 

The  road  from  Sandyhill  to  Dr.  Pringle^s, 
brother  of  my  friend  Pringle  of  Chaiicfton,  is  as 
fandy  as  that  which  we  have  travelled,  but  the 
ihiall  bridges,  you  frequently  mcfet  with,  grow 
worfe  and  woric.     We  croffcd  in  a  ferry  the  river 

Gg  2  Edifto 
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Edifto  or  Pompon,  which  rifes  two  hundred  miles 
higher  up  the  country,  and  on  which  the  tim- 
ber from  the  forefts  of  further  Carolina,  that  axe 
one  hundred  miles  dillant  from  Charlefton,  is 
floated  to  this  city. 

Dr.  Pringle  refidcs  in  the  townihip  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  cultivates,  of  nineteen  hundred 
acres,  which  compofe  his  eftatc,  two  hundred 
acres  of  ftvamps,  and  forty  acres  high  land.  If 
he  had  more  hands  to  difpofe  of,  he  might  culti- 
vate more  ;  but  he  poffcflcs  only  a,  fmall  fprtune ; 
and  planters  thus  circumilanced  can  very  (cldom 
raife  the  rxeccflary  money  for  the  conftruction  of 
jnachinery.  He  has  explained  to  me  the  whole 
procefs  of  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  rice ; 
and  the  information  I  received  from  him  on  this 
iiibjeft,  agrees  foperfedly  with  that, which, I  hais? 
cglletfted  in  three  or  four  other  difiwent  placf^ 
that  I  think  myfelf  fully  informed  on  this  hfoA 
Rice  is.  commonly  fown  a|x>ut  this,  time;  fome 
have  already  done  it,  and  otbere  commence  ijt» 
fortnight. 

The  country  is  full  of  that.  fpecies._ of  crocodile* 
which  by.  naturalifts  are  called  cainwBS.  Wc  few 
a  finall  one  at  the  General's,  which  had  bceo 
killed  by  his  huntfman.  On  a  walk^  we  took 
with  Dr.  Pringle,  we  faw  two^  which  Itty  aSkc^ 
near  a  large  fwampy  ditch ;  both  were  of.  Qw>r 
ilderable 
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iidcrablc  iize,  and  one  meaftiitJd  from  the  head  to 
the  extremity  of  the  tail  upwards  of  twelve  feet.*^ 
We  obferved  them  perfe<5Uy  at  our  eafe,  at  thfe  ^ 
diftancc  of  twelve  paces.  The  iioife  we  made, 
^fter  five  or  tix  minutes,  having  roafed  thiem  from 
their-flecp,  they  jumped  into  the  water.  Thi* 
animal  veryvfddom  touches  a  man,  however  near 
it  may  be  to  htm^  it  cbnftantly  flees,  when  on 
land ;  but  in  the  water  it  is  faid  to.be  fiercer.  A 
fisw  years  ago,  a  calmah  bit  off  the  leg  of  a  wo- 
man, while  flie  was  bathing.  It  more  frequently 
attacks  dogs,  whi^  at  times  it  carries  off  in  the 
prefence  of  men.  Sometimes,  when  hoimds  in 
purfiiit  of  a  flag  fwim  through  the  water,  they 
feizeboth  hounds  and  deer,  and  pull  them  down 
to  the  bottom,  without  their  ever  appearing  again. 
The  fcalcs,  with  which  the  caiman  is  coated,  ren- 
dei*  it  iritulnerable,  unlefs  the  woiyid  be  inflifiEed 
in  the  interftices  of  the  fcales>  or  at  the  extremi'- 
ides.  ,  - 

The  rattle-fnake  is  as  much  dreaded  in  this 
country  as  the  cainian.  No  peffon  hats  ot  late 
died  of  its  bite>  which  proves  frequently  mortal* 
to  dogs,  cows,  arid  horfts,  although  caTes  of  its 

being  cured  arc  more  numerous.   -  On  the  \irhole, 

'   .  *  •  ,      . 

the  number  of  thcfe  noxious  atiinials  appears  very 
inconfiderable.  By  Dr.  Prihgle*s  account,  who 
has  feen  many  of  them,  they  are  heffe'  fhiich  large/ 
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at  the  fame  age*  than  in  the  northern  flates.. 
Thofc  which  have  come  within  my  obfen'ation,' 
are  of  the  fame  fize  as  in  GencfTec,  but  of  more--  j 
vivid  colours.  The  bite  of  the  water  rattle-fnakc.-l 
is  alfo  poifonous,  but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  the  land.^  I 
The  derivation  of  its  name  is  not  known;  tor,  i 
this  animal  has  neither  rattles,  nor  is  It  furnilhed,.  ] 
with  the  two  fangs,  which  render  the  rattle-fnakc^ 
fo  extremely  dangerous.  There  are  thofc,  who-  1 
imagine,  that  it  is  the  female  ofthe  rattle -fnake,,  I 
while  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  forms  a  diftinfl:  I 
fpecies ;  but  all  this  refts  on  fuppofition,  as  in  fa"3tj 
do  many  things  in  natural  hiftory.  The  blaclt_J 
ferpcnt  is  pretty  common  in  Carolina;  it  is  veryj 
long,  and  purfucs  thofc  who  attack  it;  bat  Lt%J 
bite  is  harmlcfs.  .," 

.  Panthers  are  fometiraes  foi«id;in  the  wooda^- 
but  they  arc  few  in  number ;  thc;airertion  of  their 
baling  attacked  men  is  contradicted.  Tiget'-cats, 
wolves,  and  foxes  are  here  frequent,  and  fomc5-. 
tbcwps,  cai;iy  off  fowls,  iheep,.  and  calves  from 
places  contiguous  to  inhabited  buildings.  Bujt. 
the  p]^ter$,  who  aHcmble  theic  llve-llock  twice, 
a.jeju;,  ,to  count  the  young,  ,an4,  P>ck  out  dipfc 
which  -they  intend  to  fatten,  charge  leis  the  wild.- 
bcA^is  with  the  deficiency  they.d'^<^°^^''>  ^haa  the 
pstty  planters,  ncgfoes,  and  otl^er  workmen.  The 
winter  is  here  never  fo  fcvere,  as.  to  prevent  the 
■     cattle 
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cattle  from  remaining  in  the  woods,  where  they 
find  plenty  of  food ;  fome  of  the  planters  feed 
them  with  the  ftraw  of  Indiati-corti  aind  rice,  but 
moft  kill  them,  as  they  come  out  of  the  woods. 
Mr.  Pringle,  who  keeps  from  feyehty  to  eighty 
negroes,  and,  of  confequence,  is  no  great  planter, 
has  from  two  to  three  hundred  head  .of  cattle. 

To  judge  from  the  acquaintance  1  have  made 
among  the  planters,  their  conVerfatipn  is  not  very 
intcrefting.  Their  time  is  chiefly  taken  up  by 
the  chace  and  the  table,  by  gaming  and  doing  no- 
thing, the  few  excepted,  whofe  parents  were  luf- 
ficiently  rich  to  fend  them  to  Europe  for  educa- 
tion arid  inftruftion. 

Mr.  Pringle  holds  a  diftinguilhed  rank  among 
well-bred  farmers.  He  fihilhcd  his  education  and 
ftudied  medicine  in  Europe ;  for  jfbme  time  he 
followed  this  profeffion,  but  now  praftifes  it  only 
from  motives  of  compaffion,  to  prefervp  his  in- 
dependence.  He  is  in  every  relpe<5{  a  worthy 
man,  amiable  and  communicativeii  plain,  and  fb 
happy,  that  his  equals  are  but  feldom  found.  He 
is  an  excellent  mafter  to  his  negroqs,  and  aflerts, 
againft  the  opinion  of  many  others,  that  the  plan- 
tations of  mild  and  indulgent  maft^rs  thrive  moft, 
and  that  the  negroes  are  more  faithful  and  labori- 
ous.  He  is  beloved  by  his  flaves.  The  cultivated 
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part  of  his  plantation  Ib  in  the  beft  order^  and 
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the  nmiiber  of  lus  o^rocs  cocmJcs  jcaify  by  * 

^CDtfa. 

In  ^ic  ott^thomhood  are  a  few  rerr  linafl 
plantations,  the  propertf  of  whUe  peopic,  who 
]k?P  no  lUves,  an*'  who  of  £f^'ac7c<,  «hicfa  form 
the  necelTaiy  qualification  of  an  ckctor,  cuIdTific 
about  twenty  with  their  oico-  This  clais  b  p»or, 
and,  by  what  I  have  been  told,  fecms  not  to  de- 
icTvc  much  rcf.  eA.  But  thcfe  planters  evidently 
prove,  that  even  in  this  fcorching  ciimatc  white 
people  can  perform  the  labour,  for  which  it  is 
generally  deemed  ncceflary  to  employ  Daves; 
though  it  muil  be  conl'dTed,  that  they  neither 
work  much  in  the  hottdt  feafon  of  the  year,  nor 
teal  in  the  fwamps.  ,  White  people  may  perhaps 
not  be  able  to  accuftom  themfelvcs  to  the  ne- 
ceffary  labours  in  the  fwamps,  yet  it  is  of  impor- 
tance to  know,  that  they  are  capable  of  working 
in  the  upper  country  at  the  culture  of  grain,  po- 
tatoes, and  turnips.  From  this  faft  hopes  may  be 
entertained,  that  the  large  trad  of  ground  which 
feparatcs  the  fwamps  from  the  upper  country,  and 
the  fertility  of  the  foil  of  which  is  apparent  from 
the  numerous  trees  it  bcar%,  will  be  cultivated. 

Mr,  Pringlc  prcfcntcd  my  fellow-traveller,  Mr. 
Beauvois,  with  a  petrified  ayllcr,  found  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  the  fea.  Its  length  amounts  to  eighteen 
inches. 
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inches,  Englilhimeafurc.  From  the  circumftance, 
that  in  that  part  bf  the  country  there  is  a  conii- 
^^ierablc  firatum  of  limilar  petrified  fubftances,  it 
becomes  highly  probable,  that  this  whole  trad: 
was  once  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the  ridge 
of  mountains,  which  runs  from  Florida  to  Canada, 
formed  its  original  limit. 

In  the  townfhip  of  St.  Paul  a  free  negro,  who 
from  his  early  youth  carefully  ftored  up  the  pro- 
duce of  his  induftry,  pofleffes  a  plantation  of  two 
hundred  flaves.  Inftances  of  this  kind  are  not 
rare,  I  underflarid,  in  St.  Domingo ;  but  fuch  a 
plantation  is  here  a  phenomenon.  The  feverity 
excepted,  with  which  this  emancipate^  flave 
treats  his  negroes,  his  conduA  Is  faid  to  be  regu- 
lar and  good.  His  name  is  Pindaim,  and  he  is 
eighty-five  years  old.  He  has  married  a  white 
woman,  and  has  given  his  daughter,  a  mulatto, 
to  a  white  man. 

^      BLUPEUViONDE^  ON  THE  RIVER  BEAUFORT. 

Aa  long  as  the  roads  continue  of  the  iame  qua- 
lity>  as  I  have  hitherto  found  them,  fence  I  left 
Charkfiton,.  I  Ihall  not  make  any  mention  of 
them.  1  am  not  yet  tired  of  thefe  fuperb  forefts ; 
but  on  traverfing  thcm^  you  cannot  but  regret, 
that  a  foil,  which  bears  fiach  trees,  Ihould  n^  ^t  pro- 
duce any  thing^clle^  and  that  nineteen  twentieths' 
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of  that  foil  may,  perhaps,  remain  for  ever  uncul- 
tivated in  Carolina,  which  might  be  fovm  with 
oats,  rye,  and  barley,  and  thus  remove  the  un-fw 
healthinefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
country.  Nature  invites  this  country  to  a  high 
degree  ofprofi)erity,  the  non-attainment  of  which 
can  only  be  owing  to  the  ncgle^  and  mifconduA 
of  njen. 

We  travelled  in  company  with  Mr.  Robert 
Phingle,  a  worthy  brother  of  John  Pringle  of 
Charlefton ;  he  intended  to  introduce  us  to  his 
numerous  friends  at  Beaufort.  The  plantatiqng 
along  the  road  arc  few  in  number  and  infigmfi- 
cant.  The  people  vfcrc  every  wh^rc  bufied  in 
fowing  rice. 

I  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller  of 
Sheldon.  He  was  not  at  home,  but  his  lady  re- 
ceived us  with  great  kindnefs.  She  is  very  hand- 
fomc,  and  endowed  with  excellent  qualities. 

It  is  frequently  the  fate  of  travellers  to  contraft 
obligations;  this  we  experienced  the  fame  even- 
ing, in  regard  to  a  lady  who  refides  on  the  coaft 
of  the  liland  of  Beaufort.  The  veffel,  intended 
to  carry  us  over,  was  too  fmall  for  our  two  ca- 
hr'iolets  and  horfcs.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  wait ;  and  feeing  us  walking  up  and  down  the 
ihore,  fhe  invited  us  to  ftep  into  her  houfe,  and 
at  length  offered  us  a  night's  lodging.    Mrs.  Ra  p- 

PEL 
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PEL  refldes  with  her  daughter  in.  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  ferry,  which  belongs  to  her.  Th^ 
mother  was,  fifteen  years  ago,  the  firft  beauty  of 
Charlefton ;  and  even  yet,  though  thirty-five  years 
old,  and  frequently  indifpofed  with  nervous  dift 
cafes,  Ihe  is  handfbme  and  amiable.  She  gene- 
rally  refides  in  Charlefton,  whither  Ihe  returns  at 
the  beginning  of  June.  Whatever  praife  may  be 
due  to  our  European  gentility,  yet  in  no  part  of 
the  globe  fo  much  hofpitality  is  pijailifed  as  in 
America,  or  can  it  any  where  be  better  exercifcd, 
than  in  South  Carolina.  . 

We  this  day  croffed,  by  a  very  bad  bridge,  the 
river  Combabee,  which  feparates  the  diftricj  of 
Charlefton  from  that  of  Beaufort.  The  only 
remarkable  l^hing  .we  met  on  this  journey  was  a 
large  caiman,  which  lay  dying  on  a  ditch.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  head  with  an  axe,  and  was 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  water  than  they 
generally  are.  We  difpatched  him,  and  found 
that  he  was  eleven  feet  and  half  in  length.  Thefe 
animals,  whofc  afpeA  is  as  frightful  as  the  ac- 
counts of  their  fiercenefs,  are  no  objefts  of  fear 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  country ;  travellers, 
therefore,  have  either  exaggerated  their  accounts, 
or  are  more  timid  than  the  inhabitants.  They 
are  killed,  wherever  they  arc  met  with,  and  cx- 
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tiemely  numerous  in  the  ftcfh  waters  of  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

The  fta*.e  of  Georgia,  the  worft  regulated  part 
of  the  Union,  is  a  compound  of  natives  of  all  Eu- 
ropean countries,  and  of  all  the  other  parts  of  tht 
United  States.  Its  recent  hillory  is  a  tilTue  of  con- 
tinual difputes  among  the  inhabitants  as  well  as 
with  other  ftates,  withDutthe  Icallmark  of  public 
fpirit.  This  moral  picture  muft  neccflarily  admit 
of  exceptions ;  I  have  myfelf,  during  my  ibort  re- 
fidencc  in  Savannah,  found  men,  who  would  do 
honour  to  any  country.  But  the  exceptions,  1 
aj^rchcnd,  arc  few. 

As  late  as  the  laft  feffion,  a  more  regulaf  ad- 
itiiniftration  of  juilice  has  been  cftabliihed ;  but 
it  is  not  vet  in  force,  nor  will  it  be  fo  for  fome 
time  to  come.  The  feffions  are  not  regularly 
held  ;  the  cmpannelling  of  the  juries  meets  with 
great  difficulties,  and  yet  the  bufmefs  of  a  lawyer 
is  one  of  the  moft  lucrative  profeffioris. 

Agriculture  is  much  the  fame  aa  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. Cotton  is  cultivated  by  ail  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  confider  it  as  a  principal  branch  of 
their  trade,  without  paying  any  more  attention 
to  the  beft  mode  of  cultivating  it,  than  they  do 
in'South  Carolina.  Candid  planters  allow,  that 
they  arc  far  from  having  attained  the  higheft  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  perfeftion,  the  attainment  of  which  will, 
in  my  opinion,  Iboner  be  effedled  in  South  Ca* 
rolina  than  Georgia.  The  machinery  for  clean- 
ing the  cotton  4s  here  more  frequently  employed 
than  in  Carolina ;  but  the  planters,  convinced  of 
the  diiad vantages  attending  it,,  rellnquifh  the  ufe 
of  it,  and  exped:  another  from  the  Bahama  iflands, 
which .  compleats  the  operation  fooner,  without 
iiynring  the  down* 

The  back  country,  wJiieh  begins  behind  Au- 
gufta,  is  far  more  populous,  and  exports  tobacco, 
Indiarv-com,  rye,  and  wheat.  Slaves,  as  is  aflerted, 
are  more  numerous  on  the  other  fide  of  Augufta, 
than  on  this  fide.  There  is.  no  planter,  who  keeps 
a  confiderable  number  of  negroes ;  but  the  fmalleft 
planters  buy  fbme  as  loon  as  they  can,  leave  off 
doing  any  work  themfelves,  and  grow  lazy,  for 
which  the  mafters  of  Haves  generally  feel  a  ftrong 
dilpofition,  encouraged  by  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  habits  afid  manncris  of  the  country. 

The  law  of  the  land  permits  the  importation 
of  negroes,  and  this  is  the  only  fi:ate>  the  ports  of 
which  are  not  yet  fliut  up  againfl:  this  odious 
trade.  They  are  not,  however^  imported  in  great 
numbers  in  Savannah ;  in  the  courie  of  lafi;  year 
arrivcd.about  fix  or  fevcu  hundred ;  during  the firfi: 
four  months  of  this  year  four  hundred  and  fifty 
h9ye;bio@i)  laudedji  and^two.  or  three  thoufand 

more 
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more  iarc  expcded.  Savannah  employs  ho  fhip 
in  the  flave-trade ;  but  it  is  carried  on  in  ihlps 
belonging  to  New  England,  and  efpecially  to 
Rhode-lfland.  The  cargo,  however,  is  conftantly 
carried  to  Savannah,  -without  the  Icaft  certainty 
of  a  pro6table  falc,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
money  which  generally  prevails,  and  becaufe  fo- 
reign merchants  are  as  little  fond  of  giving  credit 
to  thofe  of  Savannah,  as  thefc  are  of  crediting  the 
planters.  For  the  fole  purpofe  of  cultivating  fuch 
fwamps,  as  arc  fitted  for  cultivation,  ten  fuccef- 
five  years  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  negroes 
ihould  be  annually  imported.  A  third  of  thofe 
who  arc  imported,  are,  in  fpite  of  the  prohibition, 
every  year  fmuggled  into  Carohna.  Thefe  Afri- 
can negroes  coft  three  hundred  dollars  each  ;  thofe 
of  the  Gold-coafl:  are  the  beft  of  all,  and  next  to 
them  are  thofe  of  Congo  and  Ibo.  The  latter  arc 
the  beft  labourers,  but  frequently  perifli  within 
the  firft  two  years. 

I  witncfTed  an  auftion  of  negroes  in  Savannah  ; 
and  although  it  was  a  fliocking  fight,  yet  I  was- 
not  ib  affeded  by  it  as  when  I  faw  the  one  hun- 
dred negroes  in  Charlefton  driven  to  market. 
Thefe  were  grown  perfons  ;  but  the  others  were 
children,  unacquainted  with  the  horrors  of  their 
iituation. 

Almoft  all  the  land  in  Georgia  is  good ;  but 
different 
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different  in  quality  according  to  its  fituation ;  foi: 
at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea 
it  continues  rifmg  as  far  as  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, which  are  connected  with  the  chain  of 
moimtjins  that  interfefts  the  whole  of  North 
America,  proceeding  from  Canada,^  difappears  at 
the  Grulf  of  Mexico  ;  and,  under  the  name  of  Ta- 
pinambourg,  rifes  again  in  South  America,  after 
having  firft  fliewn  itfelf  in  the  Antilles :  at  leaft 
this  is  the  opinion  of  feveral  naturalifts.  The 
lands  appear  better  here  than  thofe  fimilarly  fitu- 
ated  in  Carolina ;  and  from  the  Apalachians  to  the 
Miffifippi  they  appear  ftill  better. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  better  watered  than  Geor- 
gia.  The  rivers  SavanAah,  Oconee,  Alatamaha, 
and  St.  Mary  which  divides  it  from  Eaft  Florida, 
run  through  it  from  eaft  to  weft ;  and  in  their 
courfe  receive  a  great  number  of  creeks  and 
fmaller  rivers,  by  means  of  which  the  produds 
of  the  inland  parts,  if  they  were  inhabited^  might 
eafily  be  conveyed  to  the  fea.  The  great  rivers 
Appalachicola,  Mobile,  Peare,  Pakacola,  and 
Govcrnanti,  which  interfed:  Weft  Florida,  and 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have 
their  fource  in  Georgia.  The  river  Miffifippi,  by 
which  it  is  bounded  on  the  weft,  muft,  iince  the 
laft  treaty  with  Spain,  be  a  certain  and  extenlive 
means  of  difpofing  of  all  its  produd3,  which  niight 
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be  fcnt  to  the  Antilles.  All  tlic  parts  of  the  coaft 
iiiuth  of  Savannah  arc,  without  comparifon,  more 
healthy  tlian  Savannah,  or  than  the  coafts  of  Vir- 
ginia or  the  two  Carolinas ;  bccaufe  they  lie  nearer 
the  trade-winds,  and  partake  of  the  advantage 
•which  thcfe  afford.  The  climate,  which  in  the 
interior  of  Georgia  is  not  fo  hot  as  in  Carolina,  is 
much  milder  in  winter.  There  is  fddom  any 
fnow  liere,  and  where  there  is,  it  foon  melts  away. 
Except  in  the  fwampy  parts,  fewer  difeafes  pre- 
vail here  than  in  Carolina  ;  and  frclh  fprings  of 
water  are  to  be  met  with  every  where. 

To  thcfe  advantages  may  be  added  the  facility 
in  palTmg  between  the  continent  and  the  iflands 
that  lie- along  the  cuaft,  the  communication  with  j 
all  of  them  being  perfeAly  fafe,  and  there  being  ^ 
no  occafion  to  go  out  into  the  open  fca.  Thefc 
iflands  are  for  the  moft  part  fpacious  and  healthy  : 
they  have  an  excellent  foil,  which  yields  very  fine 
cotton,  almoil  all  kinds  of  com,  and  abundance 
of  Uve-oak,  which  is  of  fo  much  value  in  fliip* 
building. 

In  that  part  of  Georgia  which  borders  on  Weft 
Florida,  there  are  many  fields  of  rice  along  the 
i-ivcrs ;  particularly  on  the  banks,  and  between 
tlic  two  branches  of  the  Mobile.  Oaks  of  every 
kmd,  hickories,  faflafras,  mulberry  and  chefnut 
trees,  grow  here  in  tlie  greateft  pofliblc  perfeftion. 

There 


tHE  UNITED  STATES^,  CABTADA,  &C.  465 

Thcrd  are  few  live-oaks,  and  fcarcely  any  cyprefldj 
Qr  cedars.  The  white  jpihe  grows  here  only ;  the 
Ipruce-fir  is  feldom  feen.  It  is  faid  that  the  three 
branches  of  the  river  Alatamiaha,  with  the  ifland 
of  St.  Simon,  which  lies  facing  them,  form  the 
beft,  dc^peft,  and  lafcfl  harbour  oA  .the  American 
Coaft,  below  the  Chcfapeak.  Few  of  the  United 
States  are  .  deftined  to  greater  proiperity  than 
Georgia.  .But  thorAnuft'be  hands  to  work  this 
gold-mine;  and  o^^ir  labour  muft'bb  rendered 
valuable  by  good  order,  by  refpc(ft  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  duie  adminiftration  of  the  laws. 
Thefe  objefts'will  certainly  be  accompHflied  fomfe 
time  or  oth^r,  but  in  the  prefent  ftat^  df  things, 
it  is  difficult  to  fix  upon  the  peribd  when  it  fhall 
.come  to  pafsjf  The  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun^ 
try  are  more  idiei  dmnken,  and  diforderly,  than 
thofe  who  reiide  in  the  back  paits  of  any  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  only  to  the  government  that 
thefe  vices  can  be  imputed.  Land  which  pro- 
duces rice,  and  is  fumilhed  with  the  buildings  re*» 
quifite.for  its  cultivation,  fetches,  when  in  good 
condition>  from  fixty  to  fixty-five  dollars;  and 
that  which  is  not  fo>  fells  at  feveii  or  eight  dol- 
lars. :  .•  •  '..."/ 

Th^yc^rry  brt  a  trade  with  Georgia,  witk  deef> 
J^^efr,  and  beaver  fkins.  But  thd  Ihdians,  whd 
^fvipply]  them/ find  a  more  advaivbgeous  ^nAi^X^?&: 
^mJk'^oL.  IL  Hh  fale 
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falc  in  Weft  Florida ;  and  therefore  carry  aW  thenr  " 
ikins  to  Pcnracola.     This  trade  is  therefore  con- 
fined to  furs  procured  by  the  people  of  the  back 
country  ;  and.  thefe  are  inconfiderabk  ia  number 
and  value. 

The  Chcrokeea,  the  Chaaaws,  and  Creeks, 
who  are  the  moft  numerous  and  warlike  of  al( 
the  Indian  nations,  inhabit  the  borders  of  Geor- 
gia. Thofc  capable  of  beaftig  arras  are  fuppoled 
to  amount  to  the  number  bf  twelve  thouiand, 
fix.  thoufand  of  whom  are  Creeks.  There  arc 
abfrut  thirty-five  thoufand  Indians  altogether  in 
Georgia,  k  is  faid  that  the  Creeks,  contrary  to 
the  general  cafe,  are  encreafing  in  numbers.  Al- 
'though  thefe  people  are  held  in  averfion,  and  en- 
deayours  are  made  to  drive  them  beyond  the  Mlfli- 
fippl ;  yet  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  in  the 
continual  quarrels  which  they  have  with  the  white 
people  on  the  boundaries,  the  latter  are  in  the 
wrong  four  times  out  of  five.  It  is  admitted  by 
every  body,  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  vicious- . 
fct  o(  people  than  the  whites  who  dwell  on  the 
boundaries :  they  rob,  mnrder,  and  betray  the 
Indians ;  who  in  return  frequently  dcflroy  their 
perfecutors,  together  with  their  families ;  and 
when  they  perhaps  take  a  dreadful  revenge,  they 
only  defend  thcmfelves  againft  unprovQked  at- 
4^ks :  thefe  Indians  are  all  as  good,  as  generous* 
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ttrtd  as  faithftil  as  thofe  of  the  northern  ftatcs. 
Even  ^h^en  they  ate  in  the  greateft  flfate  of  dif- 
turbantc>  they  live  in  the  utmoft  familiarity  With 
the  wljitc  families  who  I'efide  amongfl!  them,  and 
who  find  more  proteftion  from  tfrem  than  from' 
the  white  borderers :  thefe  fcalp  their  prifoners, 
as  Welt  as  tike  Indians.  This  cionftant  ftate  of 
petty  warfare  is  a  new  Iburce  of  difbrder  in  thd 
Hate. 

Thfe'  State  of  Georgia,  in  conjuriftion  with  the 
fede'rat  government,  thinks  of  concluding  a  gehe- 
fal  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  negociatioris  for  ' 
which  afe  tb  ht'  entered  upon  in  lefs  than  a 
ifaonth.  The  confequence  of  this  treaty  will  be^ 
that  the  Indians,  in  confideration  of  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, will  retire  a  htmdred  miles  farther  back. 
Meanwhile  the  borderers  will  purlue  them,  and*, 
will  never.be  reftrained,  by  any  treaty,  from 
making  their  unjuft  attacks ;  as  long  as  there  is 
ho  government  to  reftrain  them  by  rigorous  pu- 
riifliments,  and  of  courfe  to  prevent  the  reprifals' 
of  the  Indians. 

Thefe  Indians  cultivate  the  land  with  more 
<^are  than  thofe  in  the  northern  ftatcs.  They' 
keep  luch'  negroes  as  they  carry  away  in  their 
jietty  W^§,  or  thofe  who  defert  to  them.  They 
tteafr  them  as  ilaves,  but  behave  well  to  them ; 
arc  Iparing  of  them  in  labour,  andlharc  with' 
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them  their  own  food.  I  have  been  aflured,  tliat 
there  arc  foaic  Indians  who  have  no  fewer  than 
thirtj  negroes :  thefc  carry  the  produce  of  their 
-hufljandry  to  Peufacola,  by  which  means  Georgia 
is  deprived  of  conlidcrablc  advantages. 

I  have  heard  an  anecdote  of  one  of  thele  In- 
dians, which,  I  bcHeve,  will  give  a  cjear  idea  of 
their  manner  of  tliinkJng.  The  Creeks  had  oc- 
callon  to  aflcmble  lome  years  ago  concerning  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States  :  States  :  one  Xa- 
LASKISG,  a  famous  warrior  amongft  them,  wdio 
,  had  always  declared  hlmfelf  a  friend  to  the  United 
States,  oppofcd  every  aO.  of  hoftility  againft  them, 
and  was  conJcquently  well  known,  came  to  New 
York,  the  place  of  meeting,  after  the  Affembly 
had  already  been  opened.  He  there  found,  that 
one  Malaskv,  who  had  diflinguiflied  himfelf 
by  his  inveteracy  againft  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  mifchlcfs  he  had  done  them,  was  well 
treated,  and  even  careffed  by  the  American  com- 
miffioners.  This  circumftance  raifed  his  indig- 
nation to  fiich  a  degree,  tliat,  although  he  was 
himfelf  well-treated,  lie  left  the  Affembly  after 
two  days,  and  became  an  enemy  to  the  States. 
This  indignation  has  its  tbundation  in  a  ftrong 
fentiment  of  honour,  which  muft  make  civilized 
ftates  blulh  for  the  falfehood  and  depravity  of 
their  policy. 

The 
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The  avaricious  Georgians  are*  not  contentecJ 
with  grafping  at  the  country  of  the  Indians ;' 
many  of  them  look  on  Florida  alreaidy  as  their 
lawful  property ;  and  think  that  by  a  war,  they 
would  eafily  gratify  this  ambition  of  theirs ;  as 
the  fouthern  ftates  are  much  more  populous  than- 
this  province.  It  is  to  be  confidered  how  little 
Spain  can  be  interefted  in  this  fmall  tra<3:  of 
country,  how  nlany  difputes  itniky  occaliony 
and  what  a  natural  boundary  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  form  for  the  United  States.  It  cannot 
but  be  wifhed  that  Spain,  with  a  fort  of  political 
magnanimity,  may  give  up  this  country,  which 
is  not  an  advantageous  pofTeflion  to  her,  and 
which  in  all  probability  fhc  may  not  be  able  tO' 
retain* 

The  law  concerning  negroes  is  milder  in  Geor- 
gia than  in  Carolina,  where  it  is  of  Englifh  origin. 
But  here  it  is  thirty  years  younger,  arid  therefore 
breathes  that  humanity,  which  chara^erifes  the 
latter  half  of  the  prefent  century.  It  appears  to' 
me  in  fbme  refped:s  as  mild  as  any  law  ckn  ever 
be  when  Havery  is  permitted.  It  is  faid  that 
there  are  few  fevere  mailers  here:  btit  the  ne- 
groes are  worfe  cloathed  and  fed  than  in  Caro- 
lina ;  and  even  there  their  cloathing  and  food  are 
not  remarkably  good. 

Until   1794  Augufia  was  the  chief  town  of 
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Georgia :  next  to  Savannah  it  is  the  largcft,  and 
the  only  place  that  carries  on  an  inland  trade. 
Louifville,  the  prefent  feat  of  government,  con,r 
fills  only  of  about  thirty  houfes. 

Savannah  is  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Ef- 
taing  in  1/78,  when  he  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack upon  it.  After  every  thing  1  have  beard 
from  eye-wJtneffes  concerning  that  affair,  J  am 
pofitive,  that  M.  d'Eftaing  might  have  furprifed 
the  town  without  waiting  for  his  heavy  artillery  : 

1.  As  the  town,  at  his  arrival,    was  delencclefs. 

2.  That  he  fliould  have  properly  finiflicd  the 
regular  fiege,  as  he  had  once  entered  upon   it. 

3.  That  M.  d'Eflaing  would  certainly  have  ren- 
dered himfelf  mailer  of  the  town,  if,  after  the  firft 
fummons,  he  had  not  grinted  General  Prevost 
an  armiftice  of  two  or  three  days ;  during  which 
time  the  latter  had  procured  reinforcements  from 
Beaufort,    and  doubled   his  means  of  defence. 

4.  He  would  have  fucceeded  in  the  attack,  if,  in- 
ilead  of  direding  all  his  force  againfl  one  ftrong 
redoubt,  he  had  penetrated  through  the  other 
fcattered  works  which  were  ill  defended.  The 
EngUfh  in  that  cafe  would  have  been  forced  to 
quit  their  entrenchments,  and  an  engagement 
■would  have  enfued,  in  which  the  French  and 
Americans,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  would 
have  been  victorious.    The  inhabitants  recolle<S 

with 
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^ith  gratitude  the  pains  wbicb  M.  d'Eftaing  hti4 
taken  to  deliyer  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lilh.  They  praife  the  valour  of  the  French ;  hut 
lament  that  M-  d'Eftaing,  on  granting  the  aritiif^ 
tice  of  twenty-four  hours,  refufcd  to  let  General 
Prevoft's  lady  leave  the  towvL 

The  {cYcx  which  I  caught  in  Savannah  obliged 
me,  againft  my  will,  to  rclinquifh  an  excurfioi^ 
into  the  back  country  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
which  I  had  previoufly  planned* 

I  departed  with  pleafure  horn  this  town,  the 
climate,  and  iituation  of  which  on  a  burning  fand 
render  it  fo  uncomfortable ;  and  where  the  fpirit 
of  cKforder  and  anarchy  muft  dlfguft  every  man  to 
whom  liberty  is  dear,  and  who  know^  that  it  can, 
be  maintained  onlyby  reipe<9:ing  and  obeying  the 
laws* 

SPANISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  NORTtI  AMERICA. 

I  believe  that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  give 
the  accounts  which  I  colleded  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia  oqnccrning  the  Spanilh  fettkments,  that 
border  on  the  United  States,  The  river  Apala- 
chicola,  runs  between  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida : 
the  Miflifippi  divides  Weft  Florida  from.  Lpuifi- 
ana. 

E^ft  Florida  is  thinly  inhabited.  When  it  be- 
longed to  England,  fever^J  rice-plantations  were 
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cftablifhcd  on  a  large  fcalc,  and  with  fiicccfi^ 
There  arc  alfo  plantations  of  cotton,  which  are 
very  produftive.  It  appears,  that  a. great  quantity 
of  land  is  applied  to  thefe  ufcs,  and  that  even 
pine-barrens  might  be  improved  for  this  purpofe, 
thoa^h  many  inhabitants  think,  th^t  the  fandy 
foil  would  not  be  able  to  produce  cotton.  Moft 
of  the  planters  left  E^ft  Florida  after  the  peace  of 
If 83,  when  it  was  ceded  by  England  to  Spain^ 
Some  trifling  culture  is  ho^Vever  yet  carried  on 
by  a  few  Englilh  families,  who  have  not  left  the  • 
country.  Few  Spaniih  families  live  in  Florida. 
The  beft  rice-land  lies  north  of  the  province,  near 
the  river  St.  Mary.  There  are  alio  good  fwamps 
on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  towards  the  fouth, 
efpccially  on  the  river  St.  John.  This  river  runs 
along  the  coall,  parallel  with  the  fea,  from  Ibuth 
to  north  ;  or  rather  confifts  of  feveral  lakes.  It 
is  navigable  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  and  of 
courfe  can  carry  away  the  wood  which  grows 
here  in  abundaace,  and  which  can  eafily  float 
into  it  on  the  fmall  creaks.  The  trees  that  grow 
in  Florida  are  live-oak,  red  and  white  oaks,  cy- 
preft,  hickory,  red  and  white  cedar,  and  the  cu- 
cumber-tree :  they  are  all  very  large.  The  river 
St.  John  can  be  even  united  with  the  fea,  on  the 
fouth -weft  coall  of  the  pcninfula,  in  Charlotte 
Bay,'  by  means  of  the  river  Coloofehatehc,  an^  of 
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a  canal  eight  or  ten  mites  in  length,  which  wotAd 
run  throtigh  the  marfties.  By  thefe  means  a  dircft 
paflage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  become  practicable  and  eafy ;  and  the 
wood  which  fliould  not  be  ufed  in  Florida,  might 
ibon  be  conveyed  to  the  iflands. 

St.  Auguftin  is  a  very  fmall  town,  which'  has 
but  one  ftreet.  It  lies  on  a  better  foil  than 
Charlefton  or  Savannah.  VeiTels  drawing  more 
than  ten  feet  water  cannot  anchor  in  tKc  har- 
bour. The  tide  rifes  only  to  thirteen  or  four- 
teen feet.  The  climate  is  healthier  than  that  of 
Charlefton,  on  account  of  the  trade- winds,  which 
conftantly  cool  the  air*  It  carries  on  its  princi- 
pal trade  with  Savannah  and  Charlefton,  to  which 
places  it  fends  the  products  of  the  Havannah, 
which  are  depofited  here.     It  is  ftipplied  with 

« 

Englifh  goods  from  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

,  The  Lemencluka  Indians,  a  fmall  tribe  of 
Creeks,  have  a  village  of  about  one  hundred 
houfes  in  Tufcavilla  on  Polycreek.  They  have 
fome  fmaller  ones  on  the  lea-coaft,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Eaft  Florida..  The  fliore  of  Weft  Florida 
rifes  perpendicularly  over  the  fea,  and  is  healthy. 
It  is  confidently  faid  that  the  land  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mlftifippi  has  increafed  to  the  diftance  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  nriles,  fince  the  firft  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  pUce,     This  land,  how- 
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;  wiuch  u  heroin  ii^  finncr  every  year,  i»  aot 
fct  Juffidcndy  Jecore.  Soucfa-wcfi  winds  gcnc- 
lailj  blow  here.  Hurricsmo  fcldi^m  happen;  and 
tbc3r  cxKDc  from  the  ftwch-cafi. 

The  land  between  die  MimUppi  and  Betckibha 
is  excellent.  The  oatuial  pnxJuds  aic  a  ion  of 
large  recdj,  hickoij,  cedar,  and  cyprdi,  which 
"  are  very  large :  it  has  ciccilent  meadow*,  which 
jicld  very  ftrong  grafa ;  and  it  b  fit  for  cvciy 
kind  of  cultiv-atioa.  From  Betekfoha  to  Pearl- 
river  the  land  is  not  fo  good.  It  has  the  fame 
kind  of  trees,  with  ooJcs  of  diffdcct  forts;  but 
few  livc-oaka.  From  Pearl-river  to  Eafl:  Florida, 
the  country'  confifts  of  a  rich  land,  which  might 
be  cultivated  to  advantage.  It  produces  many 
trees,  particularly  live-oak,  which  grow  here  to 
a  very  large  fizc. 

I  give  this  fketch  by  way  of  introduction,  in 
©rdcr  to  be  better  underftood.  It  is,  upon  the 
whole,  corrcift ;  though  not  fufficiently  diftinfft 
in  every  particular.  All  the  land  that  lies  on  the 
rivers  is  of  the  beft  quality. 

There  are  many  habitatioris  along  the  Mifli- 
fippi,  Some  French  families  Hill  dwell  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  I^ouls.  There  are  con- 
fiderable  fcttlemcnts  along  the  river  Mobile,  at 
the_Bay  of  Pcnfacola,  and  on  the  other  rivers. 
Although  thefc  provinces  have  belonged  to  Spain 
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for  thirteen  ye^s,  yet  there  are  v^ry  few  Spani- 
ards  here.  Such  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  t^ouifiana* 
Except  the  military,  cuftom-hovife  officers,  and 
perlbns  holding  places  under  governnient,  there 
are  not  perhaps,  a  hundred  Spanifb  familica 
throughout  this  large  plain.  The-  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  confifts  chiefly  of  French,  who  ha4 
fettled  here  originally,  and  of  Germans,  who  have 
renaained  here,  after  the  ceffion  of  the  country  tp 
Spain,  Sonie  French,  Englifh,  and  Spanilh  farai-* 
lies,  are  proprietors  of  lands,  but  they  are  few^ 
Alnioft  all  the  lands  belong  to  the  Crown,  which 
jieith^r  fells  nor  grants  them  for  a  ground-rent, 
but  always  gives  them  away  at  pleafure.  This 
power  refts  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  who 
receives  money  for  it,  but  who  infurcs  the  poflef-^ 
iion  only  io  long  as  he  holds  his  fituation. 

There  are  few  monks  or  priefts  in  Florida  alid 
Xx)uifiana.  From  every  thing  I  have  heard,  reli- 
gion does  not  appear  to  be  predominant.  It  has, 
however,  fome  influence ;  and  French  phtlofophy 
would  find  here  many  opponents* 

The  rivers  all  flow  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
not  very  rapidly.  The  tide  comes  up  a  confider* 
able  way  into  them.  Veflels  can  fail  flxty  or  f€-» 
Yipnty  miles  up  Pearl-river.  The  weftern  branc^^ 
4)f  the  river  Mobile  is  navigable  for  one  hundrecj 

inil^;  and  the  eaftcm  two  hundred  \  the  Appft-* 
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Ischicola  two  fatmircd.  All  thcfc  liv-crs  rife  in 
GcorfAZ,  rthere,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  ob- 
firudions,  they  arc  navigable. 

The  harbour  ol'  PcnraeoJa  U  one  of  the  bcft  in 
all  North  America.  The  entrance  is  fate ;  and 
the  water,  even  at  the  keys,  is  always  fiic  fathoms 
deep.  At  Mobile  the  water  at  ebb  is  ten,  and  at 
flood-tide  fourteen  feet  deep.  At  New  Orieans 
there  is  between  fourteen  and  fixtcen  ieet  o£ 
water ;  but  the  navigable  channel  is  narrow,  and 
the  entrance  difficult.  On  cverj'  part  of  the  coaft 
there  are  numbers  of  fmall  bays. 

It  is  not  fo  hot  in  Weft  Florida  as  in  Carolina, 
iwtwithftanding  its  fituation  being  fo  much  more 
fouthcrly.  Between  the  Miflifippi  and  and  Mo- 
bile intcrmittin!!:  and  bilious  fevers  prevail  in  au- 
tumn. From  the  river  Mobile  to  Eaft  Florida  the 
country  is  very  healthy. 

In  many  parts  of  Weft  Florida,  and  particularly 
in  the  Natchcs,  which  lie  within  the  territory  of 
Georgia,  and  to  which  place  the  richncfs  of  the 
foil  has  imltcd  many  inhabitants  from  Florida, 
rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  indigo,  are  cultivated. 
The  indI}:;o,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  New 
Orloa!\s  indigo,  is  of  a  very-  good  kind ;  it  is  in- 
ferior to  that  of  St.  Domingo,  but  much  better 
than  that  of  Carolina.  It  is  faid,  that,  if  more 
cave  were  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  feed 
brought 
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brought  more  frequently  from  Guatimala,  thisin-p 
digo  would  be  almoft  as  good  as  that  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

It  muft  be  a  matter  of  furpriz^,  to  find  that  the 
whole  of  Weft  Florida,  which  belongs  to  Spain, 
is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from  England* 
This,  however,  is  true ;  and  Can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  lazinefs  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Crown. has 
granted  to  two  Englilh  houies,  one  of  which 
trades  under  the  firm  of  Penton  and  Ermer, 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  fupplying  the  inhabi-* 
tants  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  Indians,  with 
European  commodities ;  which  puts  into  tht 
hands  of  the  Englilh  the  whole  of  the  peltry  trade, 
even  in  the  parts  which  border  on  Augufta.  They 
deal  much  more  honourably  in  their  barter  than 
the  Georgians,  are  better  fupplied  with  commo- 
dities, and,  on  that  account,  the  Indians  readily 
trade  with  them.  This  privilege  does  not  extend 
to  New  Orleans.  Every  year  ibme  Ihips,  which 
fupply  the  Havannah,  come  to  New  Orleans,  but 
they  bring  very  inadequate  cargoes, .  fo  that  the 
Spanilh  fettlements  on  the  Illinois  get  all  their 
Eui'opean  goods  from  Montreal. 

There  is  a  facft  ftill  more  recent,  which  point 
Qut  the  bad  policy,  whereby  the  Spaniards  give 
up  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.  The. 
Oovernoi:  of  New  Orleans  has  given  to  the  Eng- 
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lUh  houfe  of  ToDE  and  Co.  (who  carry  on  the 
peltry  trade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  MifEfippi, 
below  die  lakes)  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trad- 
ing for  iltins  with  the  Indians,  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  MilTouri ;  by  which  means  the  Englifh 
are  in  poflelTinn  of  the  moft  important  part  of 
Ais  riVer,  and  they  have  opened  a  trade  with  fc- 
Veral  nations.  This  privilege  has  been  purchafcd 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans  for  the  fum 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  From  this 
circumftance  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  flug- 
gifhnefs  and  avarice  of  the  Spanifh  government 
#nd  its  agents,  which  the  aftivity- of  the  Engliflt 
i^ls  not  to  turn  to  their  profit.  "It  is  high  time 
that  this  country,  even  for  the  benefit  of  Spain, 
fiiould  come  into  the  pofTeiTion  of  France.  ShouM 
Spain  keep  it  much  longer,  England  will  foon 
obtain  it.  In  faft,  fhe  partly  pofTeffes  it  already, 
there  being  feveral  Englifh  garrifons  ftationcd 
Upon  the  Spanilh  territories  along  the  Mlffifippi ; 
and  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  ter- 
*itory  throughout  this  immenfe  diftrid,  fo  rich 
in  fkins,  are  unacquainted  with  any  but  Englifh 
traders.  When  the  EngUfli  fhall  have  eftablifhed 
themfelves  flill  more  firmly  in  this  trade,  they 
will  become  more  important,  and  then  the  rich 
Spanifh  fettlements  in  Mexico  will  not  be  long 
fecure.     This  opinion,  which  to  me  appears  very 

cleaf 
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dear^  fhould  be  eflablifhed  beyond  a  dodbt  by 
Frenchmen,  who  peneti'ate  farther  into  the  caun*i 
try  than  I  have  done.  It  is  fofficient  here  to  &jp 
that,  contrary  to  the  aflertion  of  ibme  Americans^ 
the  Miffifippi  is  nayigable  as  far  as  Kentucky  and 
the  Illinois ;  and  that  the  veflek,  which  carry  the 
product  of  thefc  countries  to  New  Orleans,  may 
take  back  European  commodities,  whidh,  by  this 
means,  would  be  cheaper  than  thofe  brought 
irom  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  commercial  advantages,  which  Louifiana 
holds  out  to  an  a<R:ive  and  intelligent  nation,,  are 
uncommonly  great.  It  might  furnifh.  the  mofl: 
durable  wood  of  every  fort,,  for  fhip-huilding  and 
mafts.  I.  have  been  informed  by  an  engineer> 
who  had  been  in  the  Englilh  fervicc  during  the 
kft  war  in  Florida,  and  who  vsras  defirous  ;o£  dc* 
molifhing  a  fort  that  had  been  built  by  theFrencfit 
at  Penfaeola  in  tOSO,  that  he  found  the  wood  of, 
it  as  free  from  injury,  and  as  found  as  if  it  had 
been  felled  the  prececting  day ;  and  theet  fau&  coalS 
make  ufe  of  it  all  in  coodfowfling  a  ftronger  fort; 
Louifiana  could  fupply  the  French  colonies  wijdi 
tntire  houfes  in  frame,  whick  will  ber  mucii 
wanted  there  <^  the  return  of  peace  j  and  which, 
might  be  had  at  an  eafier  asid  cheaper  rate  iSrora 
that  country  thaa  from  the  prorince  of  Mainc^ 
#r  the  NarlJbi  nY«f    They  couJd  have  fliin^t  of 
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typtdk  and  cftdar  Idnger,  thicker,  and  fi'l  ttmis 
more  durable  than  thofe  of  £r,  that;  are  hixn;i^it 
fittm  the  north-eaft  part  of .  Aoderica^  which,  are 
not  aUe  to  reiifl  the:  frequent  hmricanes  that 
happen  in  our  iilands,  and  often^  in  <Aie  nighty 
cany  away  the  roofs  of  many  faoufes.  iPront 
Louifiana  might  alfo  be  brought  hemp,  flax,  and-i 
ooofiequeAtly,  ropes  and  failrcloth.ia abundance; 
and  like  wife  tiles,,  which  are  already  manufiic^ 
tured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New .  Orleans; 
Th^  might  ^ct  abundance  of  tar  from  the  firs 
tiiat  grow  here  in  great  numbers.  Saltpetre,  it 
is  aflerted,  mi^  be  found  in.  many  places ;'  and 
there  are  many  lead  and  il-on  mines,  the  working 
of  which  would  not  be  attended  witfe  mugh  dif- 
ficulty. The  rice  in  Louifiana  is  very  good ;  it 
is  cultivated  to  a  confiderable  extent  near  the 
Miflifippi ;  it  is  even  faid  that  they  plant  it  there 
on  dry  ground.  Wheat,  Indian  corn,  arid  grain 
of  every  fOrt,  grows  alfo  here  in  great  quantities. 
The  depot  to  be  formed  at  New  Orleans  of  all 
thefe.produds  of  the  weftem  ftates  of  Amcsrica 
would  neceflarily  fecure  the  fupply  to  the  iflands' ; 
and  the  barter  carried  on  with  thefe  ftates,  which 
ihould  furnifh  thcmfelvcs  with .  European  goods 
at  New  Orlcansy  would  form  a  political  con^ 
ncadbn,  Which  no  nation,  to  which  Louifiana  be^ 
loagbd,  ought  to  negle^.     This  large  colony 

would 
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V^ttuld  fupply  the  mother  country  with  finer  to- 
bacco than  that  of  Virginia,  and  with  all  the 
ikins  which  are  now  coUeftcd  by  the  Englifh 
companies.  In  fliort,  t;he  producSlions  of  Louifi- 
ana,  and  its  trade  to  Europe  lying  conftantly 
open,  would  give  rife  to  a  barter  with  the  Spanilh 
colonies,  from  whidh  it  would  be  ealy  to  receive 
cdchineal,  log-wood,  chocolate,  vanilla,  tanned 
leather,  Havannah  tobacco,  Guatimala  indigo,  &c» 
To  this  lift  of  produ(5tions  many  more  might  be 
iadded.  But  the  above  articles  will  ferve  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  great  refources  of  Louifiana.  Oil 
and  wine  might  certainly  be  cultivated  to  great 
advantage.  Finally,  the  poffefiioh  of  Louifiana* 
by  the  French  would  fet  Ixmnds  to  the  childifh 
avarice  of  the  Americans,  who  wifl^  to  grafp  at 
every  thing :  an  avarice  arifing  more  from  a  reft- 
lefs  charader,  than  from  political  views,  which 
prevents  them  from  fixing  themfelves  in  any  new 
ftate,  which  injures  their  real  ftrength,  and  diA 
turbs  their  neighbours.  Befides,  it  muft  be  con- 
^dered,  that  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  weaknefs,  will  always  continue  more  friendly 
f  to  a  nation,  that  has  the  power  of  injuring  theml, 
than  one  that  has  not,  and  that  can  only  offer 
them  advantages.  A  gcnejrous  nation  will  never 
abufc  fuch  a  power,  wHch  it  would,  feel  itfelf 
Vol.  II.  I'y  interefted 
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intcrefted  in  turning  to  the  real  advantage  of  the 
United  States. 

One  word  more  concerning  the  Indians.  All 
of  thefe,  who  have  had  any  dealings  with  the 
French,  prefer  them  to  any  other  people.  The 
French  behaved  to  them  with  fuch  magnanimity, 
benevolence,  and  honour,  that  the  Indians  ufe 
•ftill  to  fay  to  the  Englilh — *'  You  arc  our  bro- 
thers ;  the  French  were  our  fathers."  This  fen- 
tdrhcnt  is  not  yet  extinguiflied,  although  it  is  fo 
long  fmce  they  had  any  tranfaftions  with  each 
other.  At  prefcnt  they  almoft  all  depend  on 
England ;  but  upon  the  flighteft  favourable  oc- 
currence, they  might  eafily  be  gained  over  to 
France.  This  is  the  prevailing  fentiment  among 
the  Creeks  and  Chcrokees,  who  call  Florida  the 
iVcnch  country. 

The  Spanifh  government  in  Louifiana  and  Flo- 
rida IS  not  fo  intolerant  as  ufual,  but  is  deficient 
in  ftrcngth,  as  the  military  force  confifts  of  no 
more  than  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  who  oc- 
cupy fomc  forts  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans. 
Indians  and  Americans  are  on  good  terms  with 
the  Spaniards ;  but  none  of  thcfc  parties  eftccni 
the  other  as  important  friends  or  dangerous  ene- 
mies. The  prevailing  opinion  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  v/ant  of  fupport  which 

the- 
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the  inliabitants  expcriehee,  beget  a  predikftion 
for  England,  under  the  governnient  of  which 
country  they  would  not  be  left  without  fupport : 
but  in  reality  they  wifli  for  the  proted:ion  of 
France :  they  are  Frenchrhen,  and  as  attached  to 
their  country  as  if  they  formed  a  part  of  it* 

France,  therefore,  is  in  the  moft  favourable 
fituation  of  any  country  in  the  world,  to  obtain 
Lx)uifiana  from  Spain.  Spain  gets  nothing  thence 
but  timber,  and  in  fa<5l  only  gives  a  wider  range 
to  Englifli  aftivity.  Nay,  the  Englilh  would 
difpoffefs  her  of  Louifiana,  if  fhe  Ihould  wifh  to 
retain  it,  and  they  fhould  not  change  their  politi- 
cal fyftem,  which  is  highly  improbable*  France 
is,  on  the  contrary,  rich,  aiSlive,  abounding  in 
manufac^hites,  and  would  ipeedily  or^nize  all 
thefe  eftablifliments.  Many  families  who  are  in 
want  of  evdry  thing  in  France,  and  whom,  the 
revolution  has  rendered  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  might 
be  fent  hither.  By  lands  granted  them,  their  fitu- 
ation would  be  rendered  bomfortable,  and  their 
mind  eafy  and  virtuous ; .  which  is  the  cafe  with 
many  foreigners,  who  come  every  year  to  fettle 
in  the  United  States;  who,  when  they  become 
poflefled  of  property,  forget  the  vices,  which 
caufed  many  of  them  to  emigrate. 

For  all  thefe  accounts  concerning  Florida  and 
Louifiana  I  am  indebted  to  general  officers,  mer- 

I  i  2  chants^ 
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chants,  and  er^inccrs,  wlichaTc  become  Aoitt^* 
cans;  but  who,  until  the  ccffion  of  Louifiai^ 
to  Spain,  were  in  the  EJigUfh  fcnicc.  One  of 
them  was  funcyor-general,  and  palTeflcsthc  moft 
pcrfcft  map  of  Weft  Florida  that  can  be  wilted 
for.     He  has  ■projected  it  hknlcl^  on  a  large  fcalc. 

RETURN  TO  CHARLESTON', 
On  the  2d  of  May,  I  embarked  o«  board  the- 
Savannah  Packet, 'one  of  the  brigs  that  are  con- 
ftantly  pafling  between  Savannah  and  Charleftori.- 
Thcfc  veflels  generally  bclor^  to  the  Captains', 
They  mak-e  about  thhty-five  voyages  in  a  year ; 
arc  always  laden  ;  and  yield  very  confidcrable  pro- 
fits. The  freight  for  a  bate  of  cotton,  or  a  hogf- 
head  of  tobacco,  is  three  dollars.  The  cdptams 
man  thefc  vclTcIa  with  negro  (laves,  that  belong 
to  them ;  arid  confequently  their  Crew  is  flow* 
unmanageable,  and  bad,  according  to  the  known 
qualities  of  negroes.  Their  food,  throughout  the 
whole  year,  confifts  in  bad  peafe,  which  arc  mea- 
fured  out  to  them  with  the  utmoft  pariiirionyj 
On  confidering  their  fluggifli  manner  of  working 
the  fliip  in  fair  weather,  the  idea  of  being  at  fea 
with  fuch  perfons  canrlot  but  be  frightful,  when 
the  fafety  of  the-veflel  depends  upon  "the  quick* 
hefs  of  a  tack;  We  were  tjvo  days  upon  our  voy-*- 
ggc,  which  was  long,  forthis  fcafon :  part  of  the 
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lamts  we  were  becalmed ;  and  :»riicn  we  reached 
4iie  bar  of  Charle^Qn  on  Mooday  at  funfet,  wc 
were  oblige^  to  wait  till  the  followrog  day,  be^ 
fcwe  we  could  pafs  jpver.  The  bar  ^.t,  Say^jP^nahj 
where  tfa^^  ^e  always  four  f^t^oms  c^  watcsr^  ^^^ 
be  pafled  i?y  fmall  y^ifl^^ls  at  aey  tinxc^ 

On  my  Tcturiii  fiom  Savannah,  I  fpejat  tiwee 
ayeeks  m^rje  at  Cliarlefton,  and  added  confidera^- 
fcly  to  the  information,  which  I  had  collected  on 
my  firfi  journey.  The  inhabitants,  who  were  in 
R  condition  to  giv^e  me  any  inteljigence,  did  it 
faithfully.  I  alfo  made  fome  ^xcurfions  into  the 
jfurroun4ing  jcountry,  ^hich  enabled  me  to  aicer^ 
tain  the  truth  -of  my  former  information. 

South  CaroliQa  is  .by  nature  divided  into  the 
Upper  aad  the  JLpwer,  by  means  of  the  AppaJ^r 
chian,  or  Alleghany  inountains.  The  fajoie  di- 
vifion  takes  pjace  in  Virginia,  Nprth  Cajpjina^ 
and  Gx^orgia ;  a  divilion,  which  is  ftoij  4ifti*- 
guifhcd  ty  the  .quality  of  thQ  foij,  and  the  dU 
nxatc 

I  bcH^ve  that  thi?  whole  of  Lower  Carolina  haj 
been  covered  with  water.  My  reafon  foj  vthi& 
opinion  is,  that  there  are  no  ftoncs  ta  be  foujrid 
any  where  in  thp  ground ;  and  upoa  digging  it 
Xip,  there  are  layers  of  fea-lhella,  and  bften  petri- 
iied  fiih,  in  the  middle  of  the  fand.  Entire  oyfter-* 
Jbaal(;3  lie  at  Xuch  j»  diftance  (fixty  or  eighty  miles) 
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from  the  fea.  that  it  cannot  poffiblv  be  fappofcd 
they  %vere  placcd-there  bv  men.  One  ot  tliefc 
,  banks  is  more  than  fifty  mika  in  extent,  and  con- 
tains a  kmd  of  oyfter,  vviiich  is  much  larger  than 
any  that  are  found  on  the  coa&,  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent. It  lies  in  a  fouth-weftcm  dirc^ion  from 
the  river  Santce  in  South  CaroUua  to  the  riier 
Oconee  in  Georgia  acrols  the  Savannah. 
'  There  is  freih  \%uter  tirii  or  twelve  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth  :  and  fuch  wells  only  as 
are  funk  very  near  the  fea,  contain  fome  fait- 
water,  which  may  have  found  its  wa}^  Into  them 
fi-om  the  fca. 

The  land  in  Lower  Caroling  is  alfo  divided 
into  fwamps,  marfhee,  and  high  land.  The 
fwamps,  as  ha=i  already  btren  obferved,  are  of  two 
kinds,  namely,  cither  fuch  as  are  watered  by  frcfh 
water,  and  by  the  flood-tide ;  they  both  Icrve  for 
the  cultivation  of  rice  and  hemp.  The  foil -of 
thefe  is  a  rich  blue  clay,  or  a  fine  black  earth  : 
on  dii£e;lng  ever  fo  deep  you  find  conitantly  the 
fame  earth.  Immcnfe  trunks  of  trees  arc  often 
ioand  in  the  ground,  which  appear  to  have  lain 
there  :ur  ages  :  you  cannot  however  dig  very  deep, 
on  account  of  (the  water  oozing  through  it  every 
where.  The  fwamps,  before  they  were  cleared, 
■produced  cyprcfs,  fir,  and  reed. 
.    'J'!  ■.  'let;,  wiiigh  is  principally  cultivated  hero, 
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IS  fown  in  April  and  May.  The  ground  is  turned 
up  eight  or  nine  inches  deep  in  furrows ;  into 
which  the  rice  is  thrown  by  a  woman,  in  the 
fame  manner  ^s  corn  is  fown,  and  the  negroes 
£11  them  up.  Thefe  three  operations  take  place 
at  the  fame  time.  ^  The  fecdfwoman  affords  em- 
ployment to  twenty -five  l^boujrers,  many  of  whom 
are  women, 

The  feed  Ihoots  up  in  ten  or  twelve  days, 
according  as  the  ground  is  niore  or  lefs  wet. 
When  the  blade  is  from  fix  to  fcven  inches  high, 
and  after  the  negroes  have  cleared  away  the  weeds, 
the  water  is  made,  to  flow  over  the  field,  fo  that 
no  more  than  the  tops  of  the  blade  can  be  feen. 
The  rice  then  grows,  but  the  weeds  ftill  fprout 
up.  In  three  or  four  weeks  more  the  w^ater  is 
let  off,  and  the  negroes  take  away  the  remaining 
weeds.  They  cover  the  field  again  with  wa"ter, 
which  is  draw^n  off  before  the  crop  is  cut.  The 
'  yellow  colour  of  the  ear  and  the  h^rdnefs  of  the 
ftalk,  denote  the  ripenefs  of  the  rice.  Jt  is  then 
cut,  and  kept  in  ftacks  till  winter, 

It  is  afterwards  threlhed,  and*put  into  a  fmall 
wooden  houfe,  which  is  forn^  feet  high,  and  refts 
upon  four  pillars ;  and  in  the  ceiling  of  which  is 
fafi:ened  a  lar2!;e  fieve.  The  rice  is  thrown  into 
the  fieve,  which  fcparates  it  from  the  other  parts, 
^nd  the  wind  cleans  it  perfedly  before  it  falls  to 
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the  ground.  The  rice,  after  being  thus  cleaned 
muft  be  freed  from  the  firft  Ihell  that  furrounds 
it.  For  this  purpoic  it  is  carried  to  a  mill ;  the 
grinders  of  which  are  made  of  fir,  and  are  about 
four  inches  thick  and  two  and  a  half  in  diameter : 
one  is  moveable,  the  other  fixed.  They  are  both 
fcooped  out  in  an  oblique,  yet  concentric  form  : 
againft  the  edges  thus  formed  the  rice  is  prefled, 
and  by  that  means  feparated  from  the  huflts. 
Thefe  mills  arc  turned  by  a  negro.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  motion,  and  the  foft  wood 'of  which 
they  are  made,  they  do  not  laft  longer  than  one 
year;  during  which  time  tliey  require  frequent 
repairs.  The  rice  is  winnowed  as  foon  as  it 
comes  from  the  mill.  But  ftill  it  has  a  fccond 
Ihell  which  muft  be  taken  off;  and  this  is  donq 
by  the  negroes  pounding  it  with  clubs;  a  work 
as  laborious  as  that  of  turning  the  mill.  Several 
of  thefe  clubs  are  put  in  motion  by  51  kind  of  mill 
which  is  turned  by  oxen.  After  the  rice  is  more 
or  lefs  pounded,  it  is  winnowed  again,  in  order 
to  cleanfe  it  from  the  fccond  fhell ;  and  it  is 
put  into  another  fieve,  for  the  purpofe  of  fcpa- 
lating  the  fmall  from  the  larger  grams,  The 
laft  only  are  faleable.  Whether  thefe  are  well 
feparated  or  not,  nmft  depend  on  the  honefty  of 
the  planters  :  who  thcmfelves  acknowledge,  that 
fince  the  price  of  rice  has  been  fo  high,  and  the 
demand 


THE  UNITED  STATES^  CANADA^  &C.     48$ 

licmand  fo  great,  they  have  not  ht^ti  very  fcru^ 
pulous  in  this  refpcd.  In  South  Carolina,  as 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  good  quality  of  rice 
^s  of  tobacco.  The  rice  deftined  for  fale  is  packed 
up  in  barrels,  offered  to  the  infpeAion  of  th(t 
officer  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  then  ex- 
ported. 

I  have  mentioned  General  Wafhington's  ma- 
chinery :  this  is  but  little  known  in  Carolina,  and 
too  dear  for  the  planters ;  who  for  a  long  time  to 
come  will  only  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  manner 
juft  defcribed. 

Before  the  blade  grows  up,  it  is  attacked  by 
fmall  worms,  which  gnaw  the  root.  It  is  alio 
frequently  injured  by  little  fifhes,  that  live  in  the 
water  which  covers  the  fwamps.  The  rice  is 
then  only  defended  by  the  heron  (ardea  alba  mi- 
nor), which  feeds  on  thefe  little  worms  and  fiflies ; 
and  on  this  account  is  fpared  by  the  planters  as 
much  as  the  turkey  buzzard  is  by  the  town's- 
peoplQ. 

When  the  rice  is  lipe,  it  is  afTailed  by  innu^ 
merable  quantities  of  fmall  birds,  which  are 
known  in  Carolina  by  the  name  of  rice-birds. 
The  young  negroes,  who  are  conflantly  kept 
tli|£re,  frighten  them  away :  this  is  a  better  me- 
thod than  ftiooting  them ;  yet  thefe  voracious 
birds  cannot  be  entirely  kept  off.     The  rice  may 
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be  prcierv'cd  a  long  time  in  the  fliclls;  and  with- 
out them  it  h  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  corn-; 
■worm- 

Thc  fwamps  yield  between  fifty  and  eighty 
biifliets  of  rice  an  acre,  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  foil.  Sometimes  one  hundred  and  twenty 
buflicls  have  been  produced  from  an  acre  ;  but  in^ 
ftanccs  of  this  kind  happen  ieidom.  Twenty 
buflacls  office,  with  the  ihclls,  T\cigh  about  live 
hundred  pounds.  Withnut  the  ihcllsj  thcic  twenty 
make  but  eight  buflicls,  without  however  loling 
much  in  weight.  The  ftraw  is  given  to  oxen 
and  horlcs. 

The  marflies,  which  are  the  fecond  kind  of 
land  in  South  Carolina,  produce  nothing  but  very 
coarfe  ejsis,  but  in  great  abundance.  Thev  lie 
frequently  underwater;  but  they  could  be  well 
drained,  and  then  they  would  yield  a  better  graft. 
Some  ot'  them  lying  in  a  high  lituatlon  produce 
hemp,  Indian-corn,  and  barley. 

The  high  land  is  of  various  kinds  ;  and,  accord-, 
ing  to  the  quality  ol'  its  foil,  produces  hickory 
and  oak,  or  only  -fir  ;  and  this  laft  fort  of  land  is 
commonly  called  pine-barrens.  Hitherto  this  land 
has  been  negleiiled,  but  unjuftly  ;  for  it  might  be 
turned  into  corn  and  meadow  ground.  The  tali 
firs  and  thick  grafs,  which  grow  there,  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  goodncfs  of  the  foil ;  which  is  un- 
queflionably 
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iqucftionably  proved  by  fome  places  that  have 
been  cultivated.  The  richnefs  of  the  fwamps, 
which  can  be  apphcd  fo  advantageoufly  to  the 
cultivation  of  rice,  and  the  w^ant  of  hands  to 
clear  new  lands,  caufe  the  moft  unfavourable  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  the  pine-barrens ;  which  in 
other  refpc<9ts  are  of  various  kinds,  and  few  of 
which  would  have  reniained  in  Europe  uncitlti- 
vated. 

The  rice  can  only  be  cultivated  by  negroes  • 
and  the  population  of  white  people  muft  de- 
creafe  in  a  land  of  flavery,  v^here  it  is  a  degrada- 
tion for  a  whit?  man  to  work.  Slavery,  there- 
fore, confirms /the  planter  in  his  prejudice  for 
rice;  ^nd  the  cultivation  of  rice,  on  the  other 
hand,  j^ttachcs  him  to  flavery. 

It  will  appear  fomewhat  paradoxical,  when  I 
aflert  that  the  cultivation  of  rice  is  the  worfl,  and 
the  leaft  productive  fpecies  of  agriculture  in  Ca- 
rolina. The  conftant  wetnefs  of  the  land  is  the 
caufe  of  the  great  mortality  which  prevails  there ; 
and  the  treafures  of  Peru  would  be  purchafed  at 
too  dear  a  rate,  for  one-tenth  of  the  difeafes 
caufcd  by  the  fwamps.  But  laying  this  afide, 
the  culture  of  rice  is  not  very  proda<^live.  Not 
the  prefent,  but  the  ufual  price  of  rice  muft  be 
taken  into  calculation.  Three  years  ago  a  hun- 
jircd- weight  was  worth  between  feven  and  eight 
,  "  Ihillings, 
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fliillings.  I  take  it  at  teii  thllllngs,  and  thus  raifc 
the  price  by  a  fifth.  In  a  plantation  of  fevcntf 
negroes,  no  more  than  forty  of  them  work  ;  the 
reft  arc  old,  fick,  children,  fcrvants,  &c.  Every 
lilack  labourer,  on  aii  average,  p'od\icc5  fcarcely 
Jevcn  barrels  of  rice.  A  barrel  is  worth  fouf 
pound  ten  Shillings,  or  nineteen  dollars  twenty- 
fcig'it  cents.  The  value  erf"  icven  barrels,  therc- 
ibre,  is  thirty-ojic  pounds  ten  ihiliings,  or  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  ninety-fix  cents. 
Prom  this  muil  be  dcdu<5l:ed  the  wages  of  the 
overfeers.  At  the  loweft  calculation  this  amount* 
to  fixtcen  pounds,  or  eighty  dollars:  add  to  this, 
as  the  expence  attending  the  difcafes  of  negroes, 
thirty  pounds,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars ;  the  tax  of  one  dollar  for  every  negro,  fe-r 
venty  dollars ;  laftly  the  cloathjng,  whid^,  at  one 
pound  for  each  negro,  amounts  to  icventy  poynd-s, 
<»■  three  himdrcd  dollars,  which  muft  be  deduifled 
from  five-  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty^ 
There  remains  a  neat  overplus  of  four  thoufaB4 
fevcn  hundred  and  feventy-two  dollars ;  which, 
divided  by  feventy,  the  number  of  picgroes,  yields 
a  clear  profit  of  fixty-eigjit  dollars  per  head ;  for 
tlie  fields  with  Indian-corn,  which  are  cultivate^ 
befides  the  rice  fwamps,  ier\-e  merely  for  the  fub- 
iiftence  of  the  flaves.  The  forty  working  negrocsi 
or  feventy  flaixs,  .cannot  cultivate  at  jnolt  abov« 
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tlirec  hundred  acres  of  iwamps;  and,  of  confe-: 
quence,  land  of  the  very  beft  quality  is  fold  for 
not  quite  lixteen  dollars  the  acre,  rit  will  not 
be  denied,  that  well  cultivated  land  generally 
yields  nlore;  that  for  evexy  Ibrt  of  crop,  indigo 
and  cotton  excepted,  a  fingle  labourer  can  culti- 
vate more  than  feven  acres ;  and  that,  if  labourers 
were  hired,  their  wages  would  not  exceed  the 
aggregatd  amount  of  the  intereft  on  the  purchafc-» 
money,  with  the  fubliftence  and  taxes  for  ne-; 
groes.  The  juftnefs  of  this  calculation  becomes 
more  evident,  when  the  labour  of  flayes  is  com- 
pared with  that  of  freemen,  and  efpecially  when 
a  parallel  is  drawn  between  the  culture  of  rice  and 
*that  of  any  other  ipecies  of  produce.  The  former 
cxhaufts  the  foil,  and  demands  more  hands  ;  con-» 
fequently,  while  it  is  cultivated,  a  fmaller  quan- 
tity of  land,  even  of  fwamp,  can  be  cleared,-— 
of  land  which,  if  drained  and  cultivated  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  would  produce  more,  and  yield 
higher  profits.  Moreover,  this  draining  of  the 
fwampy  foil  would  render  the  climate  of  Caro-* 
lina  perfectly  healthful.  White  people  ipight  per-* 
form  the  labour  in  the  fields,  and  every  ground 
for  the  continuance  of  flavery  would  be  removed* 
Again,  all  the  high  lands  might  thus  be  cleared, 
which  at  prefent,  merely  for  want  of  hands,  re-^ 
main  uncultivated.     Add  to  this,  that  the  old 

fwamps. 
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fwamps,  being  dried  up  by  the  fun  and  the  windy 
decreafe  every  year,  without  growlnj;  left  pefti- 
ferous  by  their  effluvia. 

This  rcalbning,  however  irrefragable  it  appears 
to  me,  will  harilly  conquer  the  irrefiftible  force  of 
habit,  efpecially  at  the  prefeut  period,  when  rice 
fetches  three  times  its  ufual  price,  and  the  planters 
indulge  in  a  hope,  that  it  will  not  fall  again,  al- 
though this  appears  highly  improbable  to  all  im- 
partial  men. 

The  rivers  in  South  Carolina,  which  have  their 
fotirccs  among  the  mountains,  frequently  over- 
flow their  banks.  Theie  inundations,  which  the 
Americans  caliyr^fj,  often  fwecp  along  the  har- 
veft,  together  with  the  woods,  which  furround 
the  rice  fields ;  they  arc  attributed  to  the  great: 
quantity  of  rain  in  Carolina,  to  the  numerous 
rivulets  and  brooks  which  fall  into  the  rivers^ 
and  laftly  to  the  great  declivity  of  the  ground, 
through  which  thefc  rivers  flow.  They  have  be- 
come extremely  frequent  of  late  years,  which  is 
imputed  to  the  great  quantity  of  cleared  land, 
where  that  water  ufed  to  flagnate,  which  is  now 
falling  into  the  rivers.  The  quantity  of  mud  is  at 
the  fame  time  augmented  by  the  earth,  mixed 
with  the  water ;  and  while  the  ftream  is  en- 
creafed,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  narrowed.  No 
"certmn  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has,  hitherto^ 

been 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &tf.     495 

lleen  ciifeovercd ;  but  a  hope  is  entertained,  that^ 
by  condudling.  thefe  brooks  and  rivulets  in  a 
ftraight  dircdlion,  by  enlarging,  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  and  cutting  off  their  numerous  wind- 
ings by  f  mall  canals,  it  may  be  poffible  to  fecurc 
the  upper  country  againft  inundations,  and  to 
lefien  the  danger  of  the  low  laods,  fituated  nearer 
to  the  mouths  of  the  ftreams.  .  There  is,  how- 
ever, rcafon  to  fear,  that  this  remedy,  which  has 
not  y6t  been  applied,  will  fall  fhort  of  a  complete 
cure. 

Although  Upper  Carolina  differs  widely  from 
Lower  Carolina,  both  in  point  of  culture  and 
climate,  yet  the  fame  prejudices .  and  manners 
prevail  in  both  countries. 

The  original  fettlers  of  Lowdr  Carolina  were 
Europeans,  who  eftablilhed  thcmfclves  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fea  ;  the  culture  of  rice  was  foon 
introduced.  This  is  a  produd:  which  fuits  not 
every  foil,  and  which  can  be  cultivated  only  by 
flaves.  The  new  fettlers  availed  .themfelves  of 
this  affiftance,  but  were  ignorant  of  the  climate 
being  rendered  infalubrioUs  by  this  Ibrt  of  cul- 
ture. It  was  accordingly  commenced,  and  has 
fince  been  continued,  but  will  probably  be  fup- 
prefl'ed  in  the  proccfs  of  time* 

'  Upper  Carolina  was  fettled  much  later  by  emi-' 
grants  from  Penniylvania,    but  elpecially  front 

Virginia 
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Virginia  and  Mar^-land.  The  latter  Introduced 
into  this  country"  the  culture  of  tobacco,  to  which 
they  were  accuftomcd,  and  fettled  near  the  rive^, 
on  fuch  foil  as  appeared  to  them  moft  proper  for 
this  branch  of  agriculture.  The  Pennfyh-anians 
cultivated  wheat,  the  chief  produce  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  but  the  quantity  raifed  was  inconiiderablc, 
becaufe  the  emigrants  from  PennfyKmiia  were 
the  kale  numerous ;  and  tobacco  was  for  a  long 
time  almoft  the  only  commodity  cultivated  in  the 
country,  until  the  low  price  of  tobacco,  and  cfpe- 
cially  the  circumftancc,  that  it  exhaufts  the  foil, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  cultivators,  and  induced 
them  to  cncrcafe  the  cultivation  of  grain  and 
cotton,  and  to  improve  the  grafs-Iands.  ^ 

This  change  has  taken  place  but  very  latetyj^H 
nor  has  the  ancient  praiftice  complet^-ly  ccafcd. 
The  population  of  Upper  Carolina  is  not  nume- 
rous, and  the  emigration  from  that  country  is 
not  inconfiderablc.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the 
beft  land  only,  which  confifts  of  a  rich  clay,  is 
cultivated,  while  the  reft  remains  covered  with, 
firs,  which  are  of  a  much  larger  fizc,  than  in 
Lower  Carolina.  This  order  of  things  will  con- 
tinue, as  long  as  the  population  fhall  not  obtain 
more  confidcrable  additions,  and  a  period  be  put 
to  the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  This  reft- 
kflnefs  of  difpofition  prevails  here  as  much  among; 

the 
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tlie  planters,'  as  it  doej&  in  .Oei^rgia*  A  -faipily  euta 
down  the  trees  on  fbmc  aC?es  of-]|$nd>  .iooicra 
the  fui-facp  of  the  foil,;  fo j\^.s  as  muqh  Ip^i^in-corqi 
and  potatoes  as  is  ncceflary  for  their  fuj^fiftonce^ 
and  makes  up  the  deficiency  with  garwQ  or.^p^k* 
They  frequently  quit  their  Imall  trad:  before  it  i^ 
completely  cleared^  and  remove-  farther  into  the 
foreft,  whexe,  lefs  furroundcd  by .  pknJt^i^, .  t^ey 
can  live  more  to  their taiie,.  .Thefe.p€i9j>k.ai|ic.>* 
ibrt  of  favages^  more  greedy  and  vicious  than  the 
Indians,  and  merely  diftinguilbed^  from,  the  latter " 
fcy  the  colour.  Such  of  them  as  dwdl  on-.thevconr 
fines  live,,  howevery.  ^i.  better  term*,  rwith  thc43a>- 
tives,  tl>a^  thofe  tyho  x^&^  on  the  borders  <»f 
Georgia.  .   . 

Inftances  of  planters  continuing  long  in  the 
fame  place  where  they  firft  fettled  are  more  rare 
liere,  than  in  Pennfylvania.  They  generally  emi- 
grate from  South  Carolina  to  Teneflce,  Ken- 
tucky>  and  the  weftern  countries,  but  fome  re- 
move  alio  to  the  back  part  of  Georgia. 

By  the  computation  of  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina  in  17Q1)  the  population  amounted  to 
one  hundred  arid  forty-nine  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  fouls,  one  hundred  and 
feven  thoufatid  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  of 
"whom  were  flaves.  More  than  two- thirds  of  this 
population  belong  to  Upper  Carolina,  the  inhabi*  , 
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tents  of  which,  cfpecially  the  white  people,  have, 
fince  that  time,  confidcrably  encreafed  in  num- 
ber, lyowcr  Carolina,  it  is  afferted,  is  not  in  this 
condition. 

TTic  trade  of  North  Carolina  has  been  more 
enlarged  than  that  of  any  odier  ftate.  Charleftofi 
is  in  faA  the  only  trading  port  of  South  Carolina, 
as  Beaufort  carries  on  no  maritime  trade,  and  that 
of  Georgetown  is  very  trifling.  In  future  all  the 
produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton  on  the  Santee-canal ;  it  is  at  prefent 
traniported  down  the  river  by  Georgetown,  and 
fomctimes  unlhippcd  there ;  which  change  of 
conveyance  cannot  hut  greatly  injure  the  trade 
of  this  town 
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The  commodities,  comprifcd  under  the  dtfrt(^ 
mination  of  other  articles,  arc  timber,  hemp,  tar, 
fomc  dccr-fklns,  &c.  and  alfo  provifion  for  the 
Antilles,  which  is  re-exported  from  Charlcfk>n. 

On  exahilning  this  table,  you  find,  that  this 
extraordinary  incrcafc  of  the  export  trade  of 
Charlcfton,  in  the  four  years  and  a  half  in  quef- 
tion,  originates  entirely  from  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports, while  in  jwint  of  quantity  the  exportatiort 
has  rather  dccrcafcd  than  increafed  ;  for  although 
more  of  cotton  and  rice  has  Been  exported,  yet 
the  quantity  of  exported  tobacifo  and  indigo  is 
le&.  This  is  ftill  more  evident  from  the  quan- 
tity of  tonirage  ;  for  in  ]  7Q5  there  Vere  em- 
ployed :  cmc  thaufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  tons  of  fliipping  lef?  than  in  1792,  although 
the  value  of  the  exports  in  1795  exceeds  that  of 
1792  by  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thoufand  four  huhdred  and  ninety-one  dol- 
lars, and  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  latter 
year.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  war, 
m  which  Europe  is  engaged,  and  which  has 
raiied  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  Carolina, 
as  well  as  other  ftates,  has  alio  confiderably  in- 
Creafed  the  re-exportation  of  provifion  for  the 
Antilles ;  for  the  value  of  the  latter  amounted  in 
17Q5  to  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  dollars 
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paorc  "dxm  ip  l?9*^  that  i9>  to  .four;  times  a« 
liiuch. 

The  follo\ying  ftatcmetit  relative  to  the  exporr 
tation  of  the  three  prineipal  comniodities  of  South. 
Carolina  from  the  port  of  Charlefton  for  the  yearj 
1783,  I784f  and  1785,  aiFords  a  comparative 
view  of  the  agriculture  cf  thefe  different  pe«^ 
riods.* 

Rice.  Tobacco.  Indigfo. 

1783,  61,974  bar.    2,680  hc^fh.    2,051  chefts. 

1784,  63,713  «,303  1,78Q 
J785,  05,857             8,92Q     '    •        2,i68 

The  trade  of  Charlefton,  whiclx  is  extremely 
iaftive,  has  proved  highly  beneficial  to  America, 
las  becomes  evident  from  the  circnmftance,  that 
inftead  of  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  tons  of  American  fhipping,  employed  iii  this 
trade  in  17Q2j  fifteen  thoui^hd  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-five,  or  three  times  as  many,  were  employed 
in  17y3.  The  decreafe  of  foreign  (hipping  du- 
ring  the  fame  period  by  tw^^^ty  thoufand  and 
eighty  one^^tbns  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the 
increafe  of  the  trade  of  Charlefton  is  chiefly  ow 
ing  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  greatly  obftruds 
the  trade  qf  the  powers  at  war,  fo  that  thi§  in- 

^  At  this  period  cotton  waB  not  ciUiivated  in .  South  C^- 
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CTcafe  is  but  temporary.  At  the  conclufion  of 
peace  thefe  nations  will  refume  their  fliare  of  the 
American  trade,  and  probably  greatly  reduce  tUc 
participation  of  American  bottoms  in  their  colo- 
nial traffic. 

I  was  not  able  to  procure  from  all  trailing  port* 
as  ampls  and  correct  information  as  1  obtained  in 
Charlefton;  but  I  am  c^iuiin,  that  the  refults 
mufl  be  ever/  where  the  fame,  and  muft  lead  to 
the  Cr.'.f:  confequences. 

In  addition  to  the  fizty  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  two  tons  of  ihlpping  employed  in  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Charlefton,  the  coafting  trade  and 
fifhery  occupies  many  fmall  veflels  from  twelve . 
to  lerenty  tons  burthen. 

The  incrcafe  of  tonnage  has  not  been  attended 
with  any  augmenmtion  of  the  fliip-building  in 
Charlefton.  From  1791  until  April  1 7gO,  no 
more  than  twenty-fix  ftiips  were  bujlt,  carrying 
in  the  whole  two  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and 
cighty-^vc  tons.  They  are  moft  of  them  cither 
iloopg  or  Tchooners ;  fome  are  bngs ;  and  two  axe 
three-mafted  veflels^  The  reafon  why  the  fliip- 
building  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  export-trade 
ia  the  fcarcity,  or  rather  the  great  want  of  work- 
men, a  confcqucnce  of  which  is  the  high  price  of 
flups,  which  are  here  dearer  by  fifteen  dollazs  per 
ton,  than  in  the  eaftern  fta^,  which  have  not 
ihfficipat 
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KlifHcient  commodities  to  load  their  veflels^  and 
ifend  them  accordingly  to  the  fouthern  ftates  for 
iale.  Thiis  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  aug- 
ment the  tonnage  of  their  ihipping  by  purchafing 
ihips  in  the  eaftem  ftate$ ;  and  this  ftate  of  things 
will  continue  as  long  as  the  population  of  Caro- 
lina fhall  continue  as  fmall^  as  it  ijs  at  prefent, 
and  labouring  people  can  earn  more  by  working 
in  the  fields,  than  by  any  other  employment. 
Ships  built  in  Carolina  with  the  timber  of  the 
country  laft  three  times  longer,  than  thofe  con- 
ftrui^ed  in  the  eaftem  ftates ;  for  although  theie 
employ  timber  of  the  fouth  in  the  building  of 
ihips,  yet  they  are  not.  entirely  conftra died  of  it» 
and  confequently  they  cannot  be  as  durable  as 
ve^ls  built  in  the  fouthem  dates. 

For  the  fame  reafons,  which  obibuA  the  btdld"^ 
ing  of  ihips  in  Georgia  and  Virginia,  no  ieamen 
can  be  found  there  for  manning  the  ihips,  which 
belong  to  Charlcilon,  Thefe  are  likdwiic  fur- 
nilhed  by  the  eaflem  ilates,  and  many  of  them 
arrive  in  that  port,  either  on  board  of  ihips  en^ 
gs^ed  in  the  foreign  trade,  or  in  coaiting  vefiels, 
which  in  winter  carry  to  Charleilon  the  produce 
of  feveral  parts  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  on 
account  of  the  higher  wages  engage  on  board  of 
ihips  in  foreign  trade.  Few  of  thefe  feamen  con-^ 
tinue  in  Charleilon  after  the  time,  for  which 
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iktf  hm  hifcd  chcmfoiTcs.  ts  dapied,  faecm/o 
everj  tkiag  ii  there  twice  as  dear  u  in  tJbdr  own 
eooBtnt.  Some  ne^nx^  (ervc  alio  oo  tc^utl  of 
tradiog  Tc0eU ;  tbcy  gc&eiaHj  torm  a  third  of  the 
cirw,  and  arc  free  ncgnxrs.  But  oa  bovd  of 
coaltcis,  and  J'uch  ihips  as  tndc  wichin  the  dii- 
trid  of  Cbaricfton,  ihcj  coaiitutc  three  £l"dii  of 
the  Ibip's  compsnv,  becaul'e  the  msficn  are  in 
goticia)  aiia  the  oaiiers  of  the  Ihipft,  sad  thus 
caa  man  them  with  thas  onu  ilairei. 

Theaiticlc3,whicb.l'DnatheexpcicUofCharieA 
ton,  are  conve)cd  to. this  port  citucr  on  the  differ- 
ent riven,  and  the  Santcc-caDal,  or  by  land-con- 
W)aacc,.of  which  more  ule  ii  uiade  than  of  that 
by  water*  on  account. of  the  dilficult  narigation 
of  that  part  of  the ,  nvcr  Santec  which  is  next 
to  the  iVj,  of  the  paiTage  from  Gcurcctowii  to 
Gharlcfton,  and  of  the  rapid  flream,  on  waiting 
up  the  river.  There  are  alfo  parts  in  Upper  Ca- 
rolina, which  are  lb  remote  from  any  navigable 
waters;  that  a  land-conveyance  becomes  ablb-. 
hitely  neceffary.  Cotton,  indigo,  and  hemp,  are 
tranfportcd  in  large  waggons  with  four  or  fix 
horfes.  The  hogfhcads  of  tobacco  are  ntot  re- 
moved in  waggons,  but  in  a  fort  pf  fledges. 
The  carriage  is  not  expcnfive,  as  the  horfes  never 
enter  a  ftablc'  They  continually  remain  in  the 
woods,  which  at  all  times  abound  in  girafs  of  the 
'■  beft 
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|>efl:  kind.  'The  waggoners  c^rry  their  Indiai^ 
corn,  their  fdlt-meat,  aad  their  ehcefc,  with 
them,  and  enter  the  inns,  to  drink  a  few  glafle^ 
of  whilky.  The  bufinefs  of  waggoners  is,  I  un* 
derftand,  very  profitable  in  Caroling.  The  car^ 
riage  for  provifion  from  ^the  back  country  ^mounts 
to  one  dollar  and  one-tliird  the  hundrejd^  weight  i 
in  fpring  it  is  fomewhat  dearer  than  in  autumn. 
The  carriage  to  Colunibia  on  the  river.  Combahoc, 
Amounts  to  twQ  fliillings  and  fixpence. 

TheSantce  canal,  which  is  tp  conneft.  th« 
liver  Santee  with  the  river  Coop^, .  and  which 
is  twenty  miles  in  length,  wijl  greatly,  facilitate 
the  commimication  by  water,  and  of  confequenc^ 
i:x)nfiderably  leffen  the  conveyance  by  land.  This 
canal  will  foofi  be  finiflied ;  fome  locks  have  al- 
ready been  built,  and,  it  is  confidently  faid,  that 
it  will  be  completed  about  the  year  1.797^  pr  at 
lateft  the  ye^  following.  It  meets  the  river  a 
little  below  the  point  where  the  tide  turns. 
The  return-paffage  is,  therefore,  much  facilitated 
by  the  flood-rtide,  Veffels  of  any  burthen  will 
firrive  here  fafe,  by  means  of  this  inland  naviga- 
tion, from  all  navigable  creeks,  which  empty  into 

w 

the  river. Santee;  and  moreover,  the  paffage  is 
ihortened  about  twenty  miles. 

The  canal  is  conftrucfted  by  a  company,  inV 
^rporated  in  1780,  by  an  ad  of  the  legiflature, 

by 
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fcj  which  all  the  lands,  not  yet  difpofcd  of  at  that   ' 
period,  were  granted  to  this  company,  togethertSH 
■with  the  fM*i\Tlege  of  lev>-inc:  a  toil  for  an  un*'^^ 
Hmited  length  of  time.     The  Santee-canal  is  not 
Ac  only  one,  the  completion  of  which  is  pro- 
moted by  the  legiilaturc  of  Carolina  ;  it  alfo  en- 
courages the  conftnuftion  of  others,  where  the 
face  of  the  country  and  the  courfe  of  the  nvcia  ^ 
will  permit.  ^H 

1  cannot  clofc  this  long  article  on  Carolina, 
•without  mentioning  with  deferved  praife  the 
kind  reception  I  experienced  in  Charleilon.  This 
is  a  duty,  which  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  parts  of  America  which  I  have  traverfed,  but 
cfpecially  to  this  place.  In  no  town  of  the 
United  States  does  a  foreigner  experience  more 
benevolence  and  hofpltallty,  or  find  more  agree- 
able manners  and  a  more  entertaining  fociety, 
than  in  Charlefton ;  no  where  will  he  plcaie  him- 
fclf  better,  and  no  place  will  he  leave  with  more 
regret.  I  Ihould  be  obliged  to  name  almoft  every 
pcrfon  I  have  feen  in  Charlefton,  were  I  to  do 
juftice  to  my  feelings ;  this,  however,  would  ren- 
der me  too  diffufe.  I  Ihall  therefore  only  name 
Mr.  John  Pringle,  whofc  houfc,  during  my 
refidence  in  Charlefton,  I  confidered  as  my  own ; 
Mr.  Isaac  Holme,  receiver  of  the  cuftoms,  an 
cxccllfent  man,  poflefled  of  extenfive  knowledge. 
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to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  major  part  of  the 
information  I  have  been  able  to  colieft ;  Mr.  Ed. 
RuTLEDGE,  a  man  of  uncommon  partsi  of  a 
cheerful  and  amiable  temper,  of  profound  learn* 
ing  and  the  moft  liberal  fentiments,  who  has 
affifted  the  unfortunate  emigrants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo in  the  moft  generous  and  difintcrefted 
manner ;  General  Pin ck net,  who  by  his  talentg, 
prudence,  and  honourable  condu6l,  has  defcrVedly 
obtained  the  confidence  and  refpeft  of  his  fellow- 
citizens ;  laftly,  the  worthy  Mr.  Man,  and  his 
partner  Mr.  Foltz,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of 
introduction,  and  who  enjoy  a  diftinguiihed  re^ 
putation  for  benevolence,  pmdence,  arid  redi- 
ttidc. 

I  could  have  wilhcd  to  make  a  tour  through 
North  Carolina,  before  I  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia. But  the  time,  when  I  was  obliged  to  be 
in  that  city,  not  allowing  me  to  carry  this  wilh 
into  cfFefl,  I  Ihall  here  fubjoin  the  information, 
which  I  have  received,  relative  to  North  Caro-f* 
lina,  efpecially  from  Mr.  Iredwell,  member 
of  the  iiipreme  tribunal  of  the  United  States,  an 
inhabitant  of  that  country,  and  a  man  of  diftin? 
guiflied  talents^  and  the  moft  relpedable  cha* 
rader, 

l^ORTH 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 
The  coafl  of  North  Carolina  was  vifitcd  |f^ 
early  as  tlic  beL^lnning  of  lail  century,  but  th? 
^rft  permanent  (cttlcments  we^e  formed  in  1 7 1 0, 
hy  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  I'alatinatC;.  The 
proprietors  of  Cirolina  encouraged  thcfe  fettie- 
mcnts,  and  g-inted  to  tiie  new  feuleri  Uic  trai^ 
of  laiid  betivceii  Albemi.-lC'rfoiiiiJ,  f  jrmsd  by  the 
river  Hoanoc  and  Bathbay,  ii^hich  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar.  This  Settlement  was  almofl  com- 
pletely dellroyed  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  iij 
J7-1.  tiom  motives  which  remain  unknown; 
for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  is  involved  in 
greater  obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  flate. 
About  one  hundred  and  twcnty-fcven  inliabi- 
tants  were  murdered,  and  the  furvivors  demanded 
vengeance  from  tlic  Governor  of  South  Carolinaj 
to  wiiich  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
mrar  cofued,  in  which  the  Indians  furtained  very 
forcre  ioflis,  and  wherein  ^  ^m^Il  ^r^ly  ,p/ 
South  Carolina  received  a  ppwerful  affiftaijc^ 
&om  icveral  other  Indian  trjji?^,  The  Tu^cato? 
ras,  who  did  not  perifli  in  the  waf,  lefi^  North 
Carolina,  to  join  th£  five  natiLons  on  the  Gsea^ 
Lake.  The  colony,  which  remairied  tolerably 
quiet  fincc  that  time,  incrCaied  in  populoufneiV. 
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indprofperity  until  1 729,  when  the  feven  proprie* 
tors  transferred  their  right  tg  the  Crown,  Thfc 
country  was  at  that  time  disjoined  from  South 
CaroUna,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the  SciGOnd 
crefted  into  a  diftindl  province,  urider  the-  name 
of  North  Carolina, - 

In  177O  the  cohftltutioh  of  North  Gar6!ittA 
^vas  fwmed,  on  prihcipl^^  much  fefembling  thofe 
of  the  other  ftatcs.  The  Houfc  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  confifts  of  two  members  for  each  county^ 
tbfe  whole  ffeite  beihg  divided  ittto  fifty-eight 
toiHities,  and  of  two  members  for  each  confidef- 
feWe  town,  fuch  ^s  Edenton,  Newbem>  Wilming-*- 
ton,  Salifbury,  Hilftorough, 'Halifax,  and  Fay* 
fet*ef  iire.  The  reprfcftnt^ities  muft  have  refidcd 
ft  twelvemonth -Ih'  i^h  county,  by  'whkrh  they  are 
clcfted,  and  poffefled  fix^  months  an  eftate  of  oni 

huridted  awes.     Thi*  Senate  is-compoftd  of  one 

• 

hleftiber  for  e&eh  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be 
cJeftid  a  feriatoT}  without  having  rcflded  a  tVrclve* 
kSoMh  in  the  '^i(%;  and  pddeffitig  tiket  hvat* 
dfei  aeries.  .'■      :  '  . .  -        . 

•Tladk  who  i!te(a  the  fenitbts  mutt  be  twctttt* 
one  years  old,  and  h&Vc  inhabited  twelve  months 
within  the  ftate,  and  poffefled  fix  months  an-cftate 
of  fifty  ^ttrts.  The  eledbrs  of  the  reprefentatives 
ihuft  ht  of  the  fame  agft,  ^nd  re?(}d4d  as  lofig  lA 
the  ftate ;  but  it  i^  Sufficient,  that  they  hail**piwA 

the 
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die  taxes  for  the  tail  year,  without  poiTelliDg  any 
property. 

The  Goveraor,  as  well  as  his  council,  compofed 
of  icven  members,  are  eiefled  by  both  houies. 
The  necciTary  qualification  for  the  place  of  a  Go- 
Tenior  arc,  an  age  of  thirty  years,  a  five  years  refi- 
dcnce  in  the  flate,  and  the  polTeilion  of  a  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
fterUng,  or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars. 
(The  money  of  North  Carolina  is  like  that  of 
New  York,  worth  only  eight  fliiilings  the  dollar.) 
All  places  under  government  are  in  the  gift  of 
the  two  houfes ;  the  fecretary  of  ftate  is  appointed 
every  three  years.  The  judges,  as  well  as  the 
attorney-general,  are  nominated  in  the  fame 
manner ;  but  they  receive  their  appointment  from 
the  governor,  and  keep  their  places  as  long  as 
they  conduft  themfelvcs  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  governor  bears  no  Ihare  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  The  conftitution  declares  unworthy 
of  being  appointed  to  any  public  place*  or  ele<Eted 
leprefentatives,  all  perfons  who  believe  not  in 
God,  in  t^e  truth  of  the  Protellant  religion,  and 
the  divine  ori^n  of  the  Old  and  New  Tcfta- 
mpnt. 

The  public  expenditure  fluctuates  from  thirty- 
fcren  thoufand  five  hundred  to  forty-five  thouiand 
dollars.. 

The 
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The  taxes  are  as  follows,  viz.  eight  pence,  or 
two-thirds  of  a  {hilling,  for  every  hundred  acres 
of  land,  without  the  leaft  diftinftion  in  regard 
to  quality  and  fituation, — they  begin  as  fbon  as 
the  occupiers  of  the  lands  enter  upon  their  pof- 
fcffion ;  twO'ihillings  for  every  hundred  pounds 
taxable  property,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars in  town-lots ;  two  ihillings  for  every  white 
inhabitant  or  negro,  whether  a  freeman  or  flavc, 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  fiftieth  year  of  age;  ten 
ihillings  for  every  ftallion  ;  forty  Ihillings  for  the 
licence  to  keep  a  tavern,  or  for  felling  fpirituous 
liquors ;  and  from  eight  to  twenty  Ihillings  for 
every  fentence  or  decree,  according  to  the  difFer<^ 
cnt  courts  by  which  they  are  pronounced. 

The  ftate,  in  regard  to  the  colleftion  of  taxes, 
is  divided  into  fifty-eight  diftrifts,  which  may  be 
altered  by  the  county-courts.  The  juftices  of  the 
peace  are,  by  virtue  of  their  places,  colIeAors  of 
the  taxes ;  they  are  appointed  by  the  county- 
courts,  and  receive  fix  per  cent  oh  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  which  they  colleft,  and  fixpence  for 
every  mile  which  they  travel  for  this  purpofe.  In. 
1795,  the  taxes  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-^pne  pounds  flerling,  or  thirty- 
nine  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  on 
town-lots  two  tiioufand  five  htmdrcd  dollars ;  on 
lands^  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  cighty'-fix 
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pounds  ten  ihilllngs  fterling — (the  number  of 
taxable  acres  amounts  to  one  million  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thoufmid  fix  hundred  and 
icventj)  ;  —  the  poll-tax,  twcntj-five  tlioufanci 
four  hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  on  lawfuits,  biUi-« 
ards,  and  horics,  two  thoufand  five  hundredj 
making  in  the  whole  forty-fix  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  dollars.  Deducing  from  this 
film  the  expcncc  of  collecting  the  taxes,  and  the 
lots  arlfing  from  defaulters,  there  remains  a  neat 
furplus  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  public  debt  confifts  in  bills  of  credit  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  fcventy-fivc 
thoullind  dollars,  which  are  cither  in  the  treafury 
or  in  circulation.  By  the  determination  of  the 
commiffioners  the  debt,  which  the  Union  owes 
to  this  ftate,  amounts  to  fi\e  hundred  and  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

The  Apalachian  or  Alleghany  Mouritains  divide 
the  ftate  into  two  parts,  which,  in  point  of  cli- 
Jtoate  and  foil,  -widely  differ,  from  each:  other. 
The  low  lands,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  as 
■advantageous  a  manner,  as  thofe  of  the  fame  de- 
.fcription  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  are  far 
from  having  attained  the  feme  degree  of  culture. 
The  great  difficulties  by  whicfh  the  liver  naviga- 
tion 
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tion  is  obftrufted,  and  cfpecially  the  want  of  har- 
bours, which  impedes  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, cannot  but  check  the  progrefs  of  culti- 
vation, and  bar  the  profperity  of  North  Carolina,, 
efpecially  as,  from  want  of  money,  thefe  impedi-. 
ments  cannot  poffibly  be  removed.    The  greateft 

4 

obftacle  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  confifts 
in  their  mouths  being  lliut  up  by  large  fand- 
banks,  originating  either  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
ftreams,  from  ftrong  currents  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico,  or  perhaps  from  both  thefe  caufcs,  and  which 
probably  will  prevent  North  Carolina,  for  a  con- ' 
fiderable  length  of  tirne,  from  enjoying  all  the  , 
advantages,  which  Ihe  might .  otherwife  derive 
from  her  foil  and  iituation* 

The  entrance  of  thofe  places  which  are  called 
harbours,  is  fo  very  difficult,  and  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  narrows  ib  inconfiderablc,  that,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  there  exift  no  ports  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  beft  of  them  is  Wilmington,  thirty- 
five  miles  from  Cape  Fear.  Ships  of  three  hun- 
dred tons  burthen  may  enter  this  port ;  but  the 
entrance  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  a  large 
ftioal,  known  to.feafaring  people  under  the  name 
of  the  Eocks  of  Cape  Fear.  The  nprth-eaftern 
branch  of  the  river  Fear  i:$  navigable  as  far  as  Fay- 
etteville,  one  hijndred  miles  beyond  Wihnington, 
for  veffels  of  eighteen  or  twenty  toflis  burthen.  ^ 
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ThU  navigation,  which  is  of  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  any  other  river-navigation  in  the  ftate, ' 
contributes  much  to  cnhvcn  the  trade  of  Wil- 
mington. The  commodities  of  the  back  country 
arc  fentt  liithcr,  as  well  as  the  produce  of  the  An- 
tilles, and  European  manufaflures.  Favetteville 
derives  Ibmc  importance  from  this  ftate  of  things, 
and  Its  commerce  is  daily  encrcafmg.  Wilming- 
ton chiefly  trades  to  the  Antilles.  European  goods 
arc  fcnt  thither  from  Charlefton,  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk.  The  exports  of  Wilmington  amounted, 
in  1791,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty -eight  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  ;  in 
1792,  to  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  thouland 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars ;  in  1793, 
to  one  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fiity-nine  dollars;  in  1794,  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand, one  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  dollars;  and  in  1795,  to  two  . 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars. 

The  moft  confiderable  parts,  next  to  Wilming- 
ton, are  Edenton  and  Newbcm.  Newbcm  is 
feated  on  the  river  Nufe,  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Trent,  one  hxmdred  miles  from  the  fca,  from 
which  the  coaft  of  North  Carolina  is  feparated 
by  long  and  fmall  iflets,  from  Cape  Lookout  to 
the  borders  of  Virginia.     Ships  coming  from  fca 
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>psi{s  between  thefc  iflets  to  cntet  the  large  bays, 
into  which  all  the  rivers  of  Carolina  empty  them- 
fehcs.  Ships  from  one  hundred,  and  eighty  to 
two  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  as  twelve 
miles  above  Newbem,  and  the  river  is  navigable 
for  fmaller  veffels  one  hundred  miles  farther  up 
the  river.  VelTels  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
burthen  are  frequently  obliged  to  unload.  The 
exports  of  Newbem  amounted,  in  179I,  to  one 
hundred  and  five  thoufand  fix  himdred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars;  in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  one 
thouland  three  himdred  and  fixty-fcven  dollars; 
in  1 793^  to  fixty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
£ve  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  fixty-nine  thoufand  fix 
Jiiin4red  and  feventeen  dollars ;  and  in  1 795,  to 
feventy-three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars. . 

Edenton  is  fituated  en  the  river  Roanoke,  near 
the  point  of  Aibemarle-found,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  the  illand  of  Roanoke,  one  c^ 
the  above  iflets.  Ships  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
toxis  burthen  can  fail  as  far  as  Edenton,  and  fome 
miles  farther  up.  Thence  to  the  rapids,  that  is, 
to  the  difi:ance  of  feventy  miles  from  Edenton, 
the  river  is  only  navigable  for  hatteaux  of  twenty 
or  thirty  tons  burthen.  The  Roanoke  waters  the 
mpfl:  fertile  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  exports 
frorai  Edenton  amounted,  in  1791,  to  ninety-two 

L 1  2  thoufand 
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thoufand  three  hundred  and  fix  dollars ;  in  1 7Qi£ 
to  cighty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three 
dollars  ;  in  1 793,  to  fiCty-nine  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fevcnty-lix  dollars;  in  1/94,  to  fifty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  ;  and 
in  1 795,  to  fevcnty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred^™ 
and  icven  dollars.  ^H 

The  produce  of  the  country  abore  the  rapitfe 

is  unfliipped  at  the  ipot  where  they  begin,  and 

f  tranfported  by  land  to  Ptterfburgh   in  Virginia. 

I        When  the  projedlcd  cana!  through  Difmalfwamps  ^M 
0iall  be  finifhcd,  which  is  to  connect  Albemarlet^H 
found  with  the  river  Elizabeth,  all  the  commtf-^H 
dities,  which  are  at  prefent  exported  from  Edei^^H 
ton,  will  be  tranfported  to  Norfolk,  as  the  comri^H 
mimicatlon  with  Albemarle-found  becomes  more  ^^ 
and  more  difficult.  The  county  of  Camden,  fitu- 
atcd  on  Albemarle-found,  and  nearer  to  the  fea 
than  Edenton,  has  a  cuftom-houfe,  as  well  as  the 
town  of  Wilmington,  feated  on  the  river  Fear, 
one  hundred  miles  from   the  ifland    Ocrecok. 
Their  fituation  being  lefs  favourable,  than  that 
of  the  three  former,  their  exports  are  in  confe- 
quence  lefs  confiderable.  From  the  books  of  thefe 
five  cuftom-houfes   it  appears,  that  the  exports 
from  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1791,  to  five 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  forty-eight  dollars;  in   1792,  to  two  hun- 
dred 
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drcd  and  twenty-feveh  thoiafaridciglit  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  dollars ;  in  17Q3,  to  three  hun- 
<ired  and  fixty-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars;  in  1794,  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thoufand  iive  hundred  and  cighty- 
feven  dollars ;  and  in  1795,  to  four  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-onc 
dollars.  Theie  exports  are  almoft  entirely  drawii 
from  the  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina,  and  con* 
fifl  in  tar,  turpentine,  refin,  balks,  boards,  Ihin- 
gles,  ilaves,  deer  and  calf  Ikins,  tobacco  and  rice> 
(of  the  laft  two  articles  but  fmall  quantities  are 
exported),  pork,  bacon,  tallow,  bees- wax^  myrtle- 
wax,  &c.  The  produdlions  of  the  upper  parts  of 
North  Carolina  arc  expprtcd  to  the  eaftern  ftates, 
which  in  retuirn  fupply  Carolina  with  flour, 
cheefe,  hides,  potatoes,  hardware,  hats,  and  Eal* 
ropean  goods.  The  high  price  of  labour  and  dif- 
ficult navigation  ohftruft  the  building  of  Ihips, 
although  the  country  produces  the  fineft  Ihip- 
timber  in  the  greateft  abundance. 

The  lower  parts  :of  North*  Carolina  are  as  uri- 
healthy  as  thofe  of  South  Carolina;  liay  more  fo, 
although  there  are  not  as  many,  rice- fwampsirt 
the  former,  as  in  the  latter  province.,  ^  In  winter 
fevers  and  pleuriiies  are  very  frequent.  The  cliy 
mate  of  the  upper  parts  is  very  healthful ;  they 
jfire  walhed  by  many  rapid  fbcams,  and  x\ot  lia* 

LI  3  blc 
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ble  to  the  iame  dangers.  In  both,  but  cipecial^  , 
in  the  upper  parts,  the  woods  are  full  of  pigs  and 
enlves,  which  fumifh  confiderable  articles  of  ex- 
portation. The  population  of  North  Carolina 
amounted,  in  1 70 1 .  to  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  fouls,  one 
hundred  and  five  thoufand  and  iistv-one  of  whom 
were  flavcs.  The  exaftnefs  of  this  eftimate  is, 
however,  doubted,  and  the  population,  it  is 
Verted,  was  already  in  1791  more  confiderable, 
than  it  appears  by  this  eftimate.  Since  that  period 
it  has  been  encreafed  more  from  its  own  ftock, 
than  hy  emigration  from  other  ftates  ;  for  though 
colcaiiils  arrive  from  thefe  parts,  yet  on  the  other 
Jiand  many  fettlers  emigrate  again  to  Geoi^a, 
South  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Teneffee.  Since 
1788,  Ealeigh  is  the  capital  and  feat  of  _govcm- 
ment,  which*  prerioufly  to  that  time,  removed 
from  one  place  to  another.  The  tpwns  in  Ca- 
icAina  are  few  in  number  ^d  ii^jgni£oan^  Moft 
of  the  proprietors  reiide  on  their  plantations,  and 
lire  there  ^ike  Virginians,  but  ztot  ^ite  io  yfc\], 
9£  ia  general  they  poflt^  not  fo  much  weidth,  as 
the  Vir^nia  planters.  Thty  arc  bu^,  it  ^  (aid, 
in  perfeding  their  inpde  of  agriculture,  and  are 
good  and  mild  mailers  to  dieir  flares.  I  hxre 
uot  been  able  to  obt^  either  tlw  regulations  con- 
ccrmng  them,  or  any  other  l^w. 

The 
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The  moft  numerous  fed:  in  North  Carolina  is 
that  of  the  Prefbyterians,  efpecially  in  the  wcftcrn 
parts^  which  are  inhabited  by  emigrants  of  Penn- 
lylvania.  But  there  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  Cal- 
vinifts,  Lutherans,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers ; 
they  perform,  however,  no  more  divine  fervice  in 
a  regular  manner,  than  they  do  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina.  Here  is  alfb  a  fettlement  of 
Moravians, 

This  is  the  information,  that  I  have  been  able 
to  coUeft,  relative  to  North  Carolina,  of  all  the 
ftates  apparently  moft  remote  from  that  improved 
ftate  of  culture,  which,  from  the  quality  of  its  foil 
and  productions,  it  is  perfeftly  capable  of  attain- 
ing. North  Carolina  will,  no  doubt,  in  time  ad- 
vance to  a  more  perfeft  degree  of  cultivation; 
her  future  opulence  will  depend  on  the  quality 
of  commodities  ftie  produces ;  but,  from  the  na- 
ture of  her  coaft  and  rivers,  Ihe  will  never  be 
able  to  acquire  coniiderable  rank  among  trading 
and  commercial  ftates. 
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TOSTSCRIPT. 

It  is  not  poflibic  for  me,  without  emotion,  to 
contemplate,  that  "wc  have  been  called  upon  to 
execute  the  moll  important  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britifh  Parliament, 
during  a  period  of  awful  and  ftupendous  events, 
which  ftill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  13 
valuable  in  civil  focicty  in  one  promifcuous  ruin. 
However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placed 
from  the  fcenc  of  thefc  events,  we  have  not  been 
without  their  Influence ;  but,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  it  has  only  been  fufficicnt  to  prove,  that 
this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty, 
dcmonftrates  one  common  fplrit  in  the  defence 
of  their  king  and  their  country.  J 

In  the  civil  proviftons  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
maintenance  of  our  conftttution,  and  the  benefits 
flowing  therefrom,  we  Ihall,  I  truft,  always  recol- 
lect with  great  fatisfaftion,  that  we  have  been 
equated  and  guided  by  a  fair  and  upright  defire 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right  and  of 
pubjic  profperity. 

I  humbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  the  father 
of  bis  people,  and  the  beneficent  founder  of  this 
loyal  province,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to  per- 
petuate thefe  bleflings,  which  it  is  his  wifli  fhould 
attend  his  faithful  fubjects  and  their  remoteft: 
poflicrity. 

ffomurahk 
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[Since  the  Jheet  was  printed  off  which  contains  the 
remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Upper  Canada^  the  following  authentic  Document  has 
heen  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Editor^  who^  injujiice 
to  the  character  of  the  refpeSlahle  General^  has  here 
frefented  it  to.] 


Speech  of  His  E3cceUen€y  JOHN  GRAVES 
SIMCOE,  Esq.  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c.  upon 
proroguing  the  Fifth  Seffioti  of  the  Provincial 
ParUament  of  Upper  Canada. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legi(lative  Council^ 
and  Gentlemen  of  fhe  Hotife  ofAJfemhly  ! 

'^T^HE  public  bufinefs  of  the  fcfCons  being 
JL  brought  to  a  conclufion,  it  is  with  pleafure, 
I  confider  your  proceedings  therein,  have  been 
marked  with  the  fame  attention  to  the' welfare 
of  the  province,  which  has  diftinguiflied  your 
conduft  throughout  the  wliole  of  this,  the  firft 
provincial  parliament  of  Upper  Canada;  and 
which  draws  near  to  its  termination  agreeably  to 

the  laws. 

It 
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It  is  not  poffible  for  me,  without  emotion,  to 
contemplate,  that  wc  have  been  called  upon  to 
execute  the  moft  important  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britifh  Parliament, 
during  a  period  of  awful  and  {lupendous  events, 
which  ftill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  is 
valuable  jn  civil  fociety  in  one  promifcuous  ruin. 
However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placed 
from  the  fcene  of  thefe  events,  we  have  not  been 
without  their  Influence ;  but,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyaltv, 
demonftrates  one  common  fpirit  in  the  defence 
of  their  king  and  their  country. 
,  In  the  civil  provifions  for  the  eftabUfliment  and 
maintenance  of  our  conftitution,  and  the  benefits 
flowing  therefrom,  we  ftiall,  I  truft,  always  recoi- 
led with  great  fatisfaftion,  that  we  have  been 
actuated  and  guided  by  a  fair  and  upright  defire 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right  and  of 
public  profperity. 

I  humbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  the  father 
of  his  people,  and  the  beneficent  founder  of  this 
loyal  province,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to  per- 
petuate thefe  blefTings,  which  it  is  his  wilh  IhouM 
attend  his  faithful  fubjecls  and  their  remoteft 
poftcrity, 

Uonourahli 
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Honourable  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen  ! 

Vr  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommend  our 
public  a<fts  to  our  fellow-lubjedb  by  the  efficacy 
of  our  [irivatc  example ;  and  to  contribute  in  this 
trad:  of  the  Britilh  empire,  to  form  a  nation, 
obedient  to  the  laws,  frugal,  temperate,  induftri- 
ous ; — impreffed  with  a  ftedfaft  love  of  juftice, 
of  honour,  of  public  good ;  with  unlhaken  pro- 
bity and  fortitude  amongft  men,  with  Chriilian 
piety  and  gratitude  to  God ! 

Confcious  of  the  intention  of  well-doing,  I 
Ihall  ever  cherifh,  with  reverence,  and  humble 
acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is 
my  fingular  happinefs  to  have  borne  to  this  pro- 
vince the  poivers,  the  privileges,  the  principled, 
and  the  pradlice  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good-will  of  the  em- 
pire, the  reward  of  tried  afFe<ftion  and  loyalty,  can 
beft  fulfil  the  juft  end  of  all  government,  as  the 
experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicat- 
ing  univerfally,  proteftion  and  profperity,  to  thoic 
\  w^ho  make  a  rightful  ufe  of  its  advantages. 


ftevttley,  fitaation  of  the  village  of,  23B;  il«  Btbery,  lb. 
Bidilcfi^ril,   account  <^  the  town  or,  S2Q ;    its  trade,  Va.; 


Binglkam,  inn  of  'Squire.  J&;  the  funilf-all  111  of  the  ague,  ib.  ; 

cxIraorJinary  cure  l»y  the  Author,  Iti ;     water  here  aliomin- 

;M-.  13. 
Blij.ll.  Mr.   pifleflbr  of  very  valuable  lands  in  Strath  Carolina, 

408  i  account  of  his  negroes,  aiid  quaotily  of  rice  he  raifes,  tb. 

■  Gorton,  its  environs.  III,  11?;  its  jiluation,  !13;  harbonr.  114; 

the  itr^UA  of  fortifications,  ib.  ;  its  houfes,    [23  ;   manners  of 
ha  iohabiiants,  ib.  ;  their  wlprprifing  fpirit  and  trade,    126; 
toanage  of  the  port  of,  34d  ;  cjtports,  S4/  ;  imports,  S48  ;  du- 
ties, ib. 
Brcfwit  Ifland,  6 ;  covered  thToughout  with  wood,  ib. 

■  Bri^adierii  [fland,  account  of,  17o  ;  its  inhabitants,  ib  ;  its  fhorc 

fdinons  for  falmon-'fifliery,  178. 

■  Briflol,  cftiinty  of,  ita  popiilntion,  874;  great  abundance  of  iroa  , 

ore,  ib,     ' 

Briftol,  a  fmall  Tea-port,  39?  ;   its  trade,  ib, 

Broadbay,  account  of  the  town  of,  199- 

Brompton  Fort,  actonnt'ofj  ig. 

Brown,  Mofe?,  charailCT  of,  583. 

Brown,  John,  brother  to  Mofes,  the  richefl  merchant  in  Ptovw 
dcnce,  Z^ti  ;  account  of  hig  great  concerns,  ib. 

Brunfwiclc,  account  of  the  diftrift  of,  208, 

Brunfwick,  deftription  of  the  town  of,  363  ;  principal  town  in 
'  ■  the  county  of  Middlefex,  ib.';  its  population,  364  ;  brifk  traf- 
fic with  New  York,  ib. 

Burr,  eltate  of  Colonel,  359  ;  his  chara<5ter,  ib. 
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Cabot,  Mr.  fenator  of  (he  United  States,  for  Maffachufetts,  250. 
Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina,  462  ;  in  Georgia,  460  ; 

account  of  this  fpccies  of  crocodile,  4  j2. 
Caldwell,  James,  account  of  his  exteoiii-e  mills  and  manu&c 

toriesat  Albany,  62,  63. 
Cambridge,  account  of  the  Univerfity  of,  122 ;  its  funds,  ib.  ; 

phce  of  education  and  board,  i23. 
Camden  Ri^,  l'63  ;  its  navigation,  ib--.  . 
.'  -       '  -      .     -Canada 


INDEX 

TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 

A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  Prcfident  of  the  United  States,  charader  of, 
124. 

Agriculture,  Hate  of,  in  Shene(5l:ady,  50  ;  Albany,  62 ;  Marlbo- 
rough, 109;  in  the  difiridl  of  Maine,  156;  in  Rhode  Ifland, 
274 ;  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  309 ;  near  Newhaven,  321  ; 
in  Carolina,  411  ;  Georgia,  460. 

Ague,  endemlcal  in  the  diftriA  of  Geneflee,  34,  36*  ' 

Albany,  county  of,  its  population,  52. 

■■'  ■  ,  city  of,  DO  ;  its  fettlement,  when  formed,  ib. ;  fituation, 
harbour,  and  trade,  ib.  ;  its  exports,  56  ;  Shipping,  ib.  ;  price 
of  fhip-hullding,  58  ;  population,  60 ;  ftyle  of  building,  ib.  ; 
revenues,  ib. ;  bank,  6l ;  churqhes,  ib.  ;  manufactories,  62  ; 
Author's  departure  from,  88  ;  negligence  of  its  merchants,  303. 

Allowamfet  Pond,  account  of  the  iron  ore  at,  260  ;  manner  of 
procuring  it,  ib.  ;  price  of  labour  at,  261. 

Alma,  Captain,  at  Ducktrap  Creek,  account  of  the  eftatc  of,  164; 
his  faw-mill,  169- 

Amarefkoghin  Creek,  209 ;  its  flilp-building,  ib. 

Ambrofe,  Saint,  fituatlon  of  the  Spanifh  ifland  of,  129  ;  abounds 
with  feale,  ib.  ;  no  anchorage,  ib. 

Anecdotes,  the  Author  miilaken  for  a  dod^or,  and  its  fucccfs^  16; 
of  Mr.  Mac  Elroy,  102 ;  of  the  Creek  Indians,  468. 

Apalachicola  River,  4/1. 

B. 

3aron,  Dr.  account  of  his  plantation,  435  ;  its  extent  and  cofl  of 

purchafe,  436. 
Harrington,  a  fmall  fca-port,  288 ;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  price  of  land,  ib. 
Bath,  a  port  rA  entry  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  208  ;  its  exports,  ib. 
Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  170 ;  church,  ib. 
Belly  town,  account  of,  105. 
Bcfkfliire,  population  of  the  county  of,  102. 
Berwick,  account  of  the  diiiri<5l  of,  221 ;  houfes  in  tl^etown  of,  ib. 

Vql.  U,  «  Beverley^ 
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It  is  not  poflible  for  me,  -without  emotion,  to 
contemplate,  that  wc  have  been  called  upon  to 
execute  the  moil  important  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britifh  Parliament, 
during  a  period  of  awful  and  ftupendous  events, 
which  ftUi  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  13 
valuable  in  civil  focicty  in  one  promifcuous  ruin. 
However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placed 
from  the  fcenc  of  thefe  events,  we  have  not  been 
without  their  influence ;  but,  by  the  blefling  of 
God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty, 
demonftrates  one  common  fpirit  in  the  defenc? 
of  their  king  and  their  country. 
,  In  the  civil  provifions  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
maintenance  of  oiv  conilitution,  and  the  beneljts 
flowing  therefrom,  we  ihall*  I  truft,  always  recol- 
lect with  great  fatisfaiflion,  that  we  have  been 
actuated  and  gmded  by  a  fair  and  upright  deiire 
to  liy  the  foundations  of  private  right  and  of 
pufclic  prolperity. 

I  hurably  believe  that  his  Majefty,  tlie  father 
of  bis  people,  and  .the  beneficent  founder  of  this 
loyal  province,  will  a£ccpt  our  endeavours  to  per- 
petuate theie  bleflings,  which  it  is  his  with  fhould 
attend  his  faithful  fut^ecls  and  their  remotest 
pofterity. 
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Ho7iourahle  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen  ! 

It  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommend  our 
public  aAs  to  our  fellow-fubjedb  by  the  efficacy 
of  our  private  example ;  and  to  contribute  in  this 
traft  of  the  Britifh  empire,  to  form  a  nation, 
obedient  to  the  laws,  frugal,  temperate,  induftri- 
ous ; — impreffed  with  a  ftedfaft  love  of  juftice, 
of  honour,  of  public  good  ;  with  unihaken  pro- 
bity and  fortitude  amongft  men,  with  Chriflian 
piety  and  gratitude  to  God ! 

Confcious  of  the  intention  of  well-doing,  I 
(hall  ever  cherifli,  with  reverence,  and  humble 
acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is 
my  Angular  happinefs  to  have  borne  to  this  pro- 
vince the  po\vers,  the  privileges,  the  principles, 
and  the  practice  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  ;  this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good- will  of  the  em- 
pire, the  reward  of  tried  affeiftion  and  loyalty,  can 
beft  fulfil  the  juft  end  of  all  government,  as  the 
experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicat- 
ing univerfally,  proteftion  and  profperity,  to  tbofc 
\  w^ho  make  a  rightful  ufe  of  its  advantages. 


INDEX 

TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 

A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  Prcfident  of  the  United  States,  charadcr  of, 
124. 

Agriculture,  (late  of,  in  Shene(5lady,  50  ;  Albany,  62 ;  Marlbo- 
rough, 109;  in  the  difiridb  of  Maine,  156;  in  Rhode  Ifland, 
274 ;  in  the  townflilp  of  Lebanon,  309 ;  near  Ncwhaven,  321  ; 
in  Carolina,  411  ;  Georgia,  460. 

Ague,  endemical  in  the  diltri<5t  of  Geneflee,  34,  36.  " 

Albany,  county  of,  its  population,  52. 

■■  ■  ■'  ,  city  of,  55  ;  its  fettlement,  when  formed,  ib. ;  iituation^ 
harbour,  and  trade,  ib.  ;  its  exports,  56 ;  fhipping,  ib.  ;  price 
of  ihip-building,  58  ;  population,  60 ;  ftyle  of  building,  ib.  ; 
revenues,  ib. ;  bank,  6l;  churqhes,  ib.  ;  manufactories,  62; 
Author's  departure  from,  88  ;  negligence  of  its  merchants,  303. 

Allowamfet  Pond,  account  of  the  iron  ore  at,  260  ;  manner  of 
procuring  it,  ib.  ;  price  of  labour  at,  261 . 

Alma,  Captain,  at  Ducktrap  Creek,  accQunt  of  the  eflatc  of,  I64; 
his  faw-mill,  169- 

Amarefkoghin  Creek,  209  J  its  fliip-building,  ib. 

Ambrofe,  Saint,  iituatlon  of  the  Spanifh  Ifland  of,  129  ;  abounds 
with  fealg,  ib.  ;  no  anchorage,  ib. 

Anecdotes,  the  Author  miftaken  for  a  dodior,  and  its  fucccfs^  16; 
of  Mr.  Mac  Elroy,  10^;  of  the  Creek  Indians,  468. 

Apalachicola  River,  471. 

B. 

Paron,  Dr.  account  of  his  plantation,  435  ;  its  extent  and  coit  of 

purchafe,  436. 
Barrington,  a  fmall  fea-port,  288 ;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  price  of  land,  ib. 
Bath,  a  port  of  entry  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  208  ;  its  exports,  ib. 
Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  170 ;  church,  ib. 
Belly  town,  account  of,  105. 
Befkihire,  population  of  the  county  of,  102. 
Berwick,  account  of  the  diiiridi  of,  221 ;  houfes  in  tl^e  town  of,  ib. 

VpL.  II,  a  Beverley^ 


fiercrlcy,  fitiKtion  of  ibc  t!)U^  «(,  ZS8 ;  its  Gflitrr.  ib. 
BidtJcT'icil,  nccaunt  of  tbe  town  oT,  SHO;    iu  trade,  ib. ;  uc 

pons,  ib. 
Bingham,  inn  of  'SqiuK-ifi  ;  Uic  fanuljr  all  lU  of  the  ague,  ib.  ; 
cxtiaotdinary  curt  bjr  tbe  Author,  lo;     water  he«  abotnin- 
lU!'-.  I'J. 
lUi^hi  Mr.  [)«fli9br  ef  very  valuable  lands  m  Sontti  Carolina, 
*)«  i  account  of  his  negroes,  and  (juantiiy  of  ricr  he  rjitps.  ib. 
*  BtriUn,  nt(  entirnnt.  Ill,  113;  its  fit  nation.  US;  harbour,  114; 
Ihc  v^r&  of  foTliiii^lions,  ib.  ;  its  houfE?,   123  ;  manners  cf 
■       tin  ihbnbitsnt*,  ib, ;  thrir  entrrprjfing  fpirit  and  trad?.    12t)  ; 
tonnage  of  the  |>ort  of,  24o  ;  upoits,  347  }  imports,  343  ;  du- 
ties, ib.     - 
Bt^fwit  Idand,  6  ;  covered  ihroujbout  with  wood;  ib. 
Bri^diers  Iflaad,  atcouiii  of,  170  ;  its  lohabilaots,  ib  ;  its  fliore 

fdinon*  for  falinoB^liQiery,  178. 
Brillol,  eonnCy  of,  its  populHlion,  S74;  S'^^  sbundaQCe  of  iron 

ore.  ib:    ' 
Brjftol,  a  fmall  fca-port,  337  ;  its  (rad*,  ib. 
Bro&dbay,  account  oi'  the  town  of,  I99> 
.    Brompton  Fort,  acconnt  of,  IJ). 
Rtown.  Mofts  chaoftiT  nf,  CSf). 
Brown.  John,  brother  to  Mofes,  the  ricbcll  merchant   in  Provi.* 

dcnce,  2i)()  ;   account  of  his  great  concerns,  ib. 
Brunfwick,  account  of  the  diftria  of,  SOU. 

Brunfwlck,  defiTipiion  of  the  town  of,  363  ;  principal  town  in 
'     '    the  county  of  Middlcfex,  ib. ;  its  populHtion,  364  ;  britk  traf- 
fic with  New  York,  ib. 
Burr,  cltate  of  Colonel,  3D9  ;   his  charadler,  ib. 

C. 
Cabot,  Mr.  frnator  of  the  United  States,  for  Maffachufetts,  250. 
Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina,   ^SS  ;   in  Georgia,  460  ; 

account  of  this  fpccics  ofciocodile,  4J'i;. 
Caldwell,  James,  account  of  his  extenfitc  mills  and  manufac- 

toriCK  at  Albany,  (i3,  t>3, 
Cambridge,  account  of  the  Unlverfity  of,   122  ;  its   funds,  ib.  ; 
piice  of  educaiion  and  board,  123, 
'     Camden  Ri^eTj  lti3  ;  its  navi[jation,  ib^  - 
. .    -  Canada 
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INDEX. 

Canada  Creek,  32  ;  its  extraordinary  rlfing  in  the  fpring,  ib. 

Canal,  near  the  Little  Falls,  45  ;  near  St.  George's  River,  156; 
joining  the  Santee  with  Cooper  River,  505. 

Canalmcgi,  a  German  fettletnent,  48  . 

Cape  Ann,  method  of  drying  cod-fifh  there,  140  ;  account  of  the 
fifhery,  141  ;  its  road,  143  ;  fort,  ib. 

Carolina,  account  of  the  fettlement  of,  38^ ;  its  hiftory,  383,  384 ; 
divided  into  North  and  South,  384. 

Carolina,  North,  hiftory  of,  508  ;  conftitution,  509,  510  ;  pub- 

.  lie  expenditure,  510  ;  taxes,  511  ;  public  debt,  512  ;  diviiion, 
ib. ;  inland  navigation,  ib.;  harbours,  513  ;  trade,  514;  ex- 
ports,  5l6;  climate,  517;  population,  518  ;    rehgious  feds^ 

519. 

,  South,  its  conftitution,  385  to  388,  incluHve  ;  crimi- 
nal offences  very  numerous,  393  ;  military  regulations,  3p4, 
395,  396 ;  taxes,  398 ;  how  affeflcd  and  colledcd,  ib.  ;  pub- 
lic debt,  401  ;  pay  of  its  officers,  404;  paper  money,  ib.; 
banks,  405,  406  ;  climate,  412  ;  fchools  and  education,  419; 
manufadories,  420  ;  price  of  (hips,  421  ;  its  population,  497* 

Cafco,  defcription  of  .the  bay  of,  210. 

Caftle  Ifland,  convi<5ts  confined  in,  115;  acount  of  its  garrifon, 
118;  their  employ,  1 19. 

C«far,  a  negro,  difcovered  a  remedy  again  ft  the  bite  of  a  rattle- 
fnake,  444  ;  how  rewarded,  ib. 

Ckarlefton,  departure  from  Philadelphia  for,  370  ;  its  fituation, 
374;  hiftorj  of,  375,  376,  37?  ;  buildings,  37^;  inhabitants, 
379;  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  379>  380,  381;  political 
fentiments,  381,382;.  conftitution,  3.85,  386;  laws,  388; 
workhoufe,  ib.  ;  prifons,  392 ;  population,  393 ;  town  rates, 
400;  negro  market,  410;  difcafes,  412  ;  police,  416  j  market, 
420  ;  medical  fociety,  423  ;  library,  425  ;  imports  and  ex- 
ports, 499  to  501  ;  tonnage,  502. 

Charleftown,  account  of  the  village  of,  245. 

Charlotte  Igands,  defcription  of  its  inhabitants,  136  f  its  trade  in 
fur&,  ib.      ^  ' 

Chelfea,  account  of  the^wrt  of,  306. 

Cherokee,  Chadlaw,  and  Creek  Indians,  inhabit  the  borders  of 
Georgia,  466 ;  theirnumbers  capable  of  bearing  arms,  ib. 

a  2  Cochico^ 
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Cochico  River.  2S8.  , 

Collgny,  Admiral,  attempted  to  efiablifli  colonies  in  Carolina, 

but  without  fMcceft,  392. 
Connecticut  River,  defcriplion  of  its  baiilts,   105, 
Connedicut,  traje  of.  301,  305,  S44  ;  hiftoiy  of.  S94  ■;  conftiiH- 
tion  and  law8,'325  to  S.'il,  irctailvc  ;  relij;ioiiB  worihip,  331  ; 
police,  332  J  fchooia  and  colleges,  333,  334,  335  J  ftrvitude  of 
negroes  not  nboliftieil  in  this  flaie.  3Sb  J  its  militia,  337  :  taxes, 
353,  ISU,  3W;  exports,  S4I  ;  tonnage,  ib.  j  population,  342; 
charuflrr  of  its  inhabitiintE,  S43. 
CotJi,     .IS.  at  North  Yarmouth,  account  of,  513. 
tonon,  culture  o'.inSouthCarolina,  411  ;   in  Geofijla,  460  j   in 

Eafi  Florida,  472, 
Coitv,  Dr.  at  Marlborough,  accoimt  of  his  Eftate,  109  ;  bis  cha- 

r.ict'jr,  no. 
County  Rates,  account  of  the,  at  Saratoga,  69 ;  none  in  Soiith 

Carolina,  400. 
Coiiieaux,  character  of  M.  le,  Bt. 
Ci)inbcrlaiid»  count;  of,  its  population,  217. 
■'  '     ■■    ■  D. 

Davres,  charafter  of  Mr.  SIB. 
Desjardins,  Mr.  owner  of  three  hundre.l  thoufaml  acres  in  Ilun- 

grr  Bay,  3?  ;   his  intentions  of  forming  fettlements,  ib. 
Dollar,  Yalue  of,  in  \cw  Hamplhire,  230  ;   new  England,  ib. 
Dover,  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  926  J  iisfituation,  ib.; 

.■opulation,  ib. 
Drayton  Hall,  an  eftate  belongin;;  to  Doaor  Drayton,  438  ;   de- 
fcription  of  the  houfe  and  gardens,  ih. 
'  Ducktr;ip,  account  of  its  fithery,  HJ6;  where  dried,  ib. ;   method 
of  (hi(>-hui)diiig,  at,  Iti?,  Ui8. 
Dupettitthouar: ,  \Ir.  catchis  the  ague,  36,  -i? ;  returns  home,  33. 

I'.. 
E-ift  rafliige,  defcription  of,  272. 
Edentcin,  accouut  of,   515;  its  filuation,   ib.  j   Ihipping,  ib.  ;   ex- 

|,    1,416. 
Elem,  Sam  e  ,  n  large  farmer  in  Rhode  Ifland,  273  ;  defcription 
ofhishoule,  271;  his  methcd  offiirming,  ib. ;  his  charafler, 

Elizah£thtown> 


INDEX. 

Elizabcthtown,  account  of  the  townfliip  of,  335  ;  its  houfes,  ib.  ; 
churches,  ib. ;  council  houfe  and  academy,  ib. 

Eli  worth,  Mr.  of  G^nnedlicut,  chief  juttice  of  the  United  States, 
371. 

Eflex,  county  of,  243  ;  its  population,  ib. 

Euftis,  Dr^  of  Bofton,  his  charaAer  and  political  principles,  249« 

F. 

'Fairfield,  account  of  the  difirift  of,  347  ;  its  exports,  ib. 

Falmouth,  town  of,  215  ;  united  with  Portland,  ib. 

Females,  obfervations  on  the  drefs  of,  near  Portland,  212. 

Florida,  Eaft,  its  inhabitantis,  471 ;  its  cotton  plantations,  472; 
its  rice  fwamps,  ib, 

Florida,  Well,  defcription  of  its  {hore,  47?  ;  its  land,  474  ;  be- 
longs to  Spain,  but  is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from  Eng- 
land, 477;  its  military  force,  432. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Rotterdam,  22  ;  at  Schuyler  Town,  40  ;  near 
New  Bedford,  274. 

Fur-Trade,  how  carried  on  by  the  Ruffians,  137. 

G. 

Georgia,  (late  of,  the  word  regulated  in  the  Union,  460;  its  in- 
habitants, ib. ;  adminiftration  of  juftice,  ib.;  machinery  for 
cleaning  of  cotton,  46 1  ;  its  importation  of  negroes,  ib. ;  its 
foil,  462  ;  well  watered,  463  ;  climate,  464  ;  its  Indian  popu- 
lation, 466;  law  concerning  negroes,  46^;  Auguita  was  the 
chief  town  in  this  diftridl,  ib. ;  Louifvillc,  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, 470. 

German  Flatts,  defcription  of  the,  42 ;  the  mod  fruitful  foil  in 
America,  ib. 

Glavery,  *Squire,  at  Camden,  account  of  his  lands,  mills,  trade, 
&c.  163. 

Gloucefter,  account  of  the  town  of,  142;  its  fituation,  ib.  ;  its 
fifhery  and  trade,  ib.  ;  exports,  143. 

Goatllland,  account  of,  281  ;  a  fort  ereded,  ib. ;  ceded  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Ifland  to  the  United  States,  ib. 

Goldhue,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  242;  his  charader,  ib. 

Gpofe  Creek,  account  of,  432;  its  extent,  ib. 

Core,  I*irt  Advocate-general  of  the  United  States,  250. 

N       a  3  Gouvemet, 


INDEX. 

.GouTMTiel.  eflaitof  M.  dc,  82;  ciuua&xi  of  lus  wife,  lb. ;  ac- 
count o(Wn  piirchafc,  S3. 

Govfinors  Hknd,  lU,  118. 

Craniie,  between  Foit  Ofwego  and  Albany,  54;  on  [he  coafts  of 
Maffadiiifelts,  New  HimpQure,  and  Majoc,  850;  firata  of, 
nearriymoutb,  Sb2. 

Gieea.  General,  account -of.  233;  tii«  exploits,  283  ;  his  moral 
cliarader,  28+ ;  monuraent  erciSed  to  his  memory  by  order  of 
Congrv-fs,  ib. 

Griffin,  Mr.  at  Brigadie 
-wlien  complete,  ib. 


t  Ifland,  bulldi.iK 


,  17* ;  its  coft 
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,  ib.  ;  fliip- 


Hallowcll)  account  of  the  town  of,  5o6  ; 

buiJiling.  ib. 
Hamilton,   Mr.    the  cclcbralcil   uralor,    fon-ui-Iaw    to    General 

Schuyler,  6*4. 
Hnmmock  Mountain,  tlie  boundary  of  the  State  of  iiew^ork  and 

Mafliicliuleas,  102. 
ItlumjifhirE,  population  of  the  county  of,  104. 
Hampton  Fall,  in  the  Ptoviface  of  New  Hampfltire,  235  ;  an  inn 

in  hi-h  repute,  ib. 
Hancock,  couniy  of,  181  ;  its  '  ilent  and  population,  ib. 
Hartford,  county  of.  Its  populalion,  3!5. 
,  e;iviiuns  of,  310,  311,  314;  ils  population,  312;  trade 

and  f.iippin^f,  ib.  ;  exports,  ib.;   manufactory,  ib,  ;   account  of 

the  town,  313  ;   chief  town  in  the  couniy  of  the  lame  name, 

ib. ;  its  bank,  capital,  and  dividends,  ib. 

id  chiefs  in  the  Marquefa  lllands. 
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|)r<-partd,  ib. 
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grefj,  34(i;   his  charafter,  ib. 


^  illagc  of,  famous  for  its  fchijots,  252 ; 
ib.  ;  a  fent  of  Gcni^ral  Lincoln,  ib. 
Hofpitality,  the  general  charaflcrlJlic  of  the  Anieric; 
Hudfon,  defcription  oi"  the  banks  of  th=  river,  / 1 ,  "2 

I. 
Jay,  polilical  fyfiem  and  condui^i  of  Mr.  3  JS. 


Jeffery, 


INDEX. 

Jeffery,  Mr.  an  eminent  merchant  at  Bofton,  249 ;  his  charac- 
ter, ib. 

Ingraham's  Iflands,  account  of,  134. 

Johnftown,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  49;  itspo* 
pulation,  ib. 

Ipfwich,  account  of  the  village  of,  238;  its  fituation,  ib. ;  har- 
bour and  trade,  ib. 

Iron-ftone,  great  quantities  of,  at  Plymouth,  257  ;  at  New  Bed- 
ford, 260. 

Ifard,  Mr.  late  member  of  Ccugrcfs,  423 ;  his  eilates  in  South 
Carolina,  429 ;  his  houfc,  ib. ;  a  zealous  advocate  for  flavery, 
431. 

k. 

Kennebeck  River,  account  of,  205. 

King,  Mr.  a  fenator  of  the  United  States,  359  ;'  his  charaAer,  ib* 

Knox,   General,  liquation  and  defcription  of  his  maiilion,   146  ; 

his  extenfive  eftate,  147;  his  plans  and  projedbs,  151,  152;  his 

offer  for  poiTcflion  of  Brigadiers  llland,  176;  chara(5ler  of  the 

General  anc  his  family,  195  ;  Author's  departure  from,  ib. 

JL<. 

J.abour,  price  of,  at  Rotterdam,  22  ;  at  Schuylertown,  40  ;  near 
the  Little  Falls,  47;  at  Saratoga.,  70  ;  at  Marlborough,  109  ; 
in  the  dillrid  of  Maine,  IGO;  at  Profpeds,  174;  Brunfwick, 
209;  in  NcwHampihire,  230;  in  the  dillrid  of  New  Bedford, 
26 1;  at  New  Bedford,  274  ;  at  Providence,  297;  in  Connec- 
ticut, 305  ;  at  Lebanon,  309;  near  Ncwhaven,  321. 

Land,  price  of,  near  Oi'wcgo  Falls,  IQ  ;  along  Wood  Creek,  34  ; 
near  Fort  Stanwix,  38;  in  Schuylertown,  39  ;  in  the  Ger- 
man Flatts,  43  ;  at  SheneAady,  50  ;  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
6l  ;  on  the  Mohawk  River,  7o  ;  at  Lebanon,  101  ;  near  Port- 
land, 217  ;  near  Portfmouth,  229;  near  Hingham,  252  ;  near 
New  Bcdfoi'd,  274  ;  at  Rhode  liland,  273;  at  Newport,  ib.; 
in  Connedlicut,  305  ;  near  Newhaven,  321  ;  at  -Sandyhill, 
449;  in  Georgia,  465. 

^^and,  produce  of,  near  Stanvyix  Fort,  39  ;  at  Schu3derto wn,  40  ; 

.  in  Shenedlady,  50  ;  in  the  Mohawk  River,  75  ;  at  Crankford, 

177;  Brunfwick,  208;  Biddeford,  220;    Portfmouth,   230; 

^^ear  Hingham,  252;  in  the  dillrid  of  New  Bedford,  261  ;  at 
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Rhodr  IHrilI.  2r3 ;  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  Kcwport,  ib.  J  1 
.    at  ProviJence,  29/ ;  about  N'ewhaven,  SSI;  at  Goofe  Cicek, 

43 1 ;  in  Weft  Fl'iriJa,  476. 

Langrioa,  Mt.  a  fmaior,  233;  a  man  of  the  firft  importance  in 
Portrmouth,  ib.  :  oppofed  tbe  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  America,  ib, ;  his  charaAei  I 
and  tidily,  ib>  ' 

LebacDEi,  its  miJicinal  Ipiings,  91 ;  its  population,  SOS;  houfes, 
ibiJ. 

ice,  Mr.  at  Wifcaflet,  his  cbarafter,  30'!. 

Lighl-houfcs,  two  erefted  near  Newbury  Port,  2.1(i. 

LimuUone,  near  Saratoga,  '7  ;  abuiiilaiice  at  Thomaflowii,  Be]-' 
fdft,  Uucktrap,  and  Waldoborou^li,  350. 

Lincoln,  General,  account  of,  2^0;  his  military  fame,  2JI 

prefent  empioymeiit,  ib. ;  a  member  of  the  academy  of  (ci^nce*  i 
ill  llie  Stale  of  Maffachufrtts,  ib  ;  bis  thataCtcr,  ib.;  poffefli*  ^ 
very  cttiafivc  eftales,  239. 

-     ■'      ,   Mrs.  widow  of  the  eldcft  fun   of  l!ic   General,   lier  c 
raiftcr,  2j3. 

Lincoln,  population  of  tbe  county  of,  200. 

Little  Fail;,  defcrtption  of  the,  4S. 

. ,  ^cn-..,,rii  v\-  ihe  lowu  of.  17  ;   ils  hnurep,  il,  ;  mills,  ib.  ; 

Locke,  the  celebrated  John,  his  frame  of  a  couftitution  for  the 
government  of  Carolina,  333. 

Luxombour^,  the  IViic:  of,  fold  af.ignte  lo  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  •K)2  ;   manner  of  the  bargain,  ib. 

Lynn,  account  of  the  port  of,  221 ;  famous  for  i(3  (hoe  manufSc- 

M. 

Mac  F.lrny,  Mr.  poireiTor 
Fifli  Creek,  31;  travels 

Maine,  diftricl  of,  149  ;  its 
its  trade  and  commerce, 
tie  to  this  province,  134;  i 
their  habitations,  liid;  table  of  the  price  of  wood,  18<);  e 
jicnccs  and  returns  of  a  vfiya;;e  lo  Liver])ool,  t;)0,  l;>l  ;  i 
houfij  of  religious  worfhip  in  thl.-!  province,  I'.'S;  great  fcaici 
of  medical  pr.iflidonus,  193:  its  hillnry,  C'Cl;  populatio 
23i ;  extent,  ib. 
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INDEX 

TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 

A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  Prcfident  of  the  United  States,  charadcr  of, 
124. 

Agriculture,  (late  of,  in  Shene«5lady,  50  ;  Albany,  62 ;  Marlbo- 
rough, 109;  in  the  difirid  of  Maine,  156;  in  Rhode  Ifland, 
274 ;  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  309 ;  near  Ncwhaven,  321  ; 
in  Carolina,  411  ;  Georgia,  460. 

Ague,  endemlcal  in  the  diftri<5t  of  Geneflee,  34,  36.  " 

Albany,  county  of,  its  population,  52. 

■'  ■  ■'  »  city  of,  55  ;  its  fcttlement,  when  formed,  ib. ;  iituation, 
harbour,  and  trade,  ib.  ;  its  exports,  b6 ;  fhipping,  ib.  ;  price 
of  ihip-building,  58  ;  population,  60 ;  ftyle  of  building,  ib.  ; 
revenues,  ib. ;  bank,  6l;  churqhes,  ib.  ;  manufactories,  62; 
Author's  departure  from,  88  ;  negligence  of  its  merchants,  303. 

Allowamfet  Pond,  account  of  the  iron  ore  at,  260  ;  manner  of 
procuring  it,  ib.  ;  price  of  labour  at,  261. 

Alma,  Captain,  at  Ducktrap  Creek,  acceunt  of  the  eftatc  of,  164; 
his  faw-mill,  169- 

Amarefkoghin  Creek,  209 ;  its  fliip-building,  ib. 

Ambrofe,  Saint,  iituatlon  of  the  Spanifh  ifland  of,  129  ;  abounds 
with  feals,  ib.  ;  no  anchorage,  ib. 

Anecdotes,  the  Author  miftaken  for  a  dodior,  and  its  fucccfs,  16; 
of  Mr.  MacElroy,  102;  of  the  Creek  Indians,  468. 

Apalachicola  River,  471. 

B. 

Paron,  Dr.  account  of  his  plantation,  435  ;  its  extent  and  coit  of 

purchafe,  436. 
Barrington,  a  fmall  fea-port,  288 ;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  price  of  land,  ib. 
Bath,  a  port  of  entry  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  208  ;  its  exports,  ib. 
Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  170 ;  church,  ib. 
Belly  town,  account  of,  105. 
Befkihire,  population  of  the  county  of,  102. 
Berwick,  account  of  the  didridi  of,  221 ;  houfes  in  tl^e  town  of,  ib. 

VpL.  II,  a  Beverley^ 


>Jewbu7  Pprt,  account  of,   E35.  23";   its  public  fchools,  2S7s| 
tiude  Hill)  m^iufn Ivories,  ib,  ;   popuUtioi 


I,  defcriptic 


1  of,  23b  ; 


houfes,  ib. ;  ibip- 

two  light -houfes 


builiiiiig,  ib. ;    uadc,    S3(i;    exports,  ib. 

ercdtcJ  near,  ib. 
NewcaSle,  account  of  tbe  townHiip  of,  201. 
New  City,  account  of  ibe  town  of,  59,  ?6. 
Newhnvcu,  popuktion  of  the  town  of,  33i, 

,  account  of  the  town   of,   319;  "ts   popnl4tioH,   ib.j' 

•harbour,  ib. ;   (hipping,  320;   eiports,.  ib. ;  trade,    321 

count  of  a  cotton-work  near,  333;  banks,  tb. ;  college,  33j; 

^ts  library  anjmureum,  334;  chiirchss,  ib. ;   head  to wi 

comity  of  fame  name,  ib. ;  the  freedom  of  this  town  conferred 

oil  the  Author,  3W. 
Nc\w  London,  fituatioo  of,   300;  its  houfes,  ib.  ;  burnt  by  the  I 

Etiijlifli  in  1781,  ib,;  the  principal  fea-port  in  Connefticut^^fl 

301  ;   its  harbour  prote&d  by  two  forts,  ib,;  (hipping, 

cxporls,  303 ;  bank.  306  ;  population,  ib. ;  principal  towa  <»f>l 

llie  county  of  fame  name,  ib. 
Kewport,  chief  town  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Ifland,  a?B  ;  ttHlJ 

moft  ancient,  ib.  ;  its  popuktion  before  the  war,  ib. ;   preftttfe^ 

popiilalioii,  ib.  ;   trndc,  2r;-i  ;   exports,  ib,  ;   hoiif.s,  230  ;  good 

harbour,  ii.  ;  church,  281. 
NewPpapers,  in  Maffithufetts,  very  plenty,  1 10. 
Kew  York,  fituation  of  the  illand  of,  34;)  ;  its  foil,  ib, 
NichoUbn,  Mr,  at  Profpeft,  account  of  his  farm  and  land,   172; 


ei,.pl. 


:  his  family,  ib._; 


3  land,   173, 


Noblcborough,  account 

of  the  tO' 

n-nihip  of,  200. 

Nootka  Sound,  fituatioi 

tants,  ib, 
Northampton,  defcriptii 

n  of,  135 

;   peltry  the  trade  of  1 

ts  inhaU 

m  of  the 

town  of,  lOi;  ils  tllUQ 

tion,  ib, 

its  population,  ib. ;  capital  oft 

he  county  of  IJampftii 

ire,  ib. 

Korth  Yarmouth,  accoL 

ml  of  the 

town  of,  2lO;  its  fituation,  ib. 

fliip -building,  ib.  ;   m 

iUs,  21 1  ; 

trade,  ib. 

Norwich,  account  of  thi 

:  town  of, 

2,9J  ;  its  miUs,  forces, 

,  and  nn\ 

worksj  ib. ;  lituiition 

,  ib.;  bank,  307;  popuiation. 

ib. 

Oat. 

INDEX. 

O. 

Oats,  pripe  of,  in  the  dlftridl:  of  Maine,  160. 
Oneida  Lake,  account  of,  28. 

Indians  enjoy  an  annuity  from  the  State  of  New  Yofk, 

.  note  to  page  30. 
■  Refervation,  fold  to  the  State  of  New  York,  28. 


Orandago,  county  of,  its  extent,  13  ;  its  population,  ib, 

Ofwego  River,  its  navigation,  4  ;  its  falls,  10. 

Otis,  Mr.  at  Maflachufetts,  258  ;  had  a  confiderable  {hare  in  the 
revolution,  259. 

Otters,  where  found  in  America,  137. 

Otter-lkins,  price  of,  on  the  weftcrn  coafts  of  America,  137  ;  in 
Canton,  ib. 

Oxen,  price  of  a  pair,  in  the  diftridl  of  Maine,  159;  atDucktrap, 
169  ;  at  Newhaven,  322;   atSandyhill,  450. 

P. 

Pearlafh,  method  of  preparing,  87. 

Penobfcot  Bay  and  River,  160;  account  of  its  inhabitans,  161; 
no  juft  titles  to  their  pofleflions,  ib. ;  its  fiihcries,  178  ;  ac- 
count of  an  Indian  village  on  the  river  fide,  i79» 

— — ,  chief  town  of  the  country  of  Hancock,  181 ;  its  ex^ 

ports,  ib. 

Pickering,  Thomas,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  United  States,  29, 

Pinckney,  General,  brigadier  and  infpedior  of  the  iirft  divifion  of 

.    militia  of  South  Carolina,  397  ;  his  chara(5ler,  ib. 

Pindaim,  a  negro,  in  the  townfiiip   of  St.  Paul,  pofiTdTor  of  a 
plantation,  457. 

Pifcaquata  River,  227 ;  flefcription  of  a  bridge  over  the,  ib. 

Pittsfield,  account  of  the  tov/n  of,  102. 

Plymouth,  population  of  the  county  of,  259* 

"i  account  of  its  firft  fettlement,  253,  254,  255  ;  its  trade 
and  ihipping,  255;  irdn  manufadlory,  256;  exports,  257; 
population,  ib. ;  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame 
namci  259. 

Plumb  liland,  account  of  a  benevolent  inftitution  at,  237. 

polony,  LV.   of  Charlcfton,  427  ;  has  ready  for  the  prefs,  a  com- 
plete work  on  St.  Domingo,  ib. 

Poor's  Rate,  amount  of  the,-  at  Saratoga,  69. 

Portland, 


I 


IKPEX. 

PortUnd,  fituation  of,  212;  dcfciiption  of  tte  town,  343;  iw 
quays  add  roads,  ib. ;  IbrtiKcalion,  21*;  trade  and  i 
Iioi),  215;  filhery  and  tonnage,  2l6;  cxpons,  217;  houfei 
and  population,  ib.;  the  principal  town  in  the  county  irf 
Cumberland,  ib. ;  a  newfpapcr  printed  here,  8 J 1 . 
.Poftrmouth,  fituation  of,  253  ;  the  only  harbour  in  New  Hainp- 
(hire,  ib. ;  its  trade  and  (hipping,  ib, ;  fhip-boilding.  £29; 
pfici'  nf  cattle,  2.10 ;  provihona  very  plenoful,  ib. ;  everj-  inaa 
a  politician.  Si  I ;  its  churches,  Hii. 

PolMfb.  manner  of  malting,  8o,  Sti;  how  fold,  88. 

Priiicctown,  account  of,  3lj4  ;   its  houfea  and  mills,  ib.  ;  college, 

Pringle,  Dr.  account  of  his  eliale  in  the  tovnifliip  of  St.  Baiiholo- 
raew,  4D2. 

Piiiiglc,  Mr.  Attorney-general  nf  South  Carolina,  3r2;  account 
of  his  plantation,  436 ;  its  extent  and  coil  of  purcbafc,  ib.  ;  a 
planter  of  extenfive  knowledge,  455  ;  his  charailer,  ill. 

Profpeil,  account  of  the  town  of,  179;  general  bufinefB  of  itsin- 
hahit.inla,  174. 

Providence,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  290  ;  its  trade,  ith  ;  ex- 
ports and  manufaftorics,  ib, ;  tralfic  in  negroeg,  SSI,  3j2  ;  a 
college  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Baptifis,  2<)4  ;   churches,  "O-T., 

Q. 

Quinaboug,  account  of  the  cataraA  of,  307. 
R. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  attempted  to  efiiblifli  colonics  in  Caroling 
wilhout  fuccelt,  3a-. 

Rariton  River,  account  of,  363. 

Rho<leIlland,  itsbt;undaries,2r2;  its  produce,  273  ;  reafons  for 
the  poverty  of  its  farmers,  275  to  278,  inclulive;  religious  wgr- 
(hip,  2dl  ;  esicnt  of  the  ifland,  ib.  ;  charaacr  of  its  inhLibi- 
tants,  ib, ;  their  political  opinions,  232;  gave  birth  to  Gene- 
ral Green,  ib. ;  to  another  difhngulflicd  tharafter,  28  i ;  its  po- 
pulation, 293, 

Rice,  culture  of,  in  South  Carolina,  430;  in  Lower  Carolina, 
4SC',  437;  its  produce,  4:.0  ;  improvements  made  in  South 
Carolina,  415. 

Rice  fwamps,  in  South  Carolina,  411;  theit  divilion  into  tiife 
fwamps  and  inlitiiJ  fvvanapF,  ib. ;  their  prices,  41iJ. 


INDEX. 

Rickctts,  charafter  of  Mr.  S66. 

Roads,  how  repaired,  in  Rhode  Ifland,  294;  in  the  State  of  Coo- 

nedicut,  337  :  in  Carolina,  400. 
Roberts,  Captain,  his  vo}'^ge  to  the  South  Sea  and  Weflern  Coaft 

of  America,  128  to  138,  inclufive  ;  objed  of  this  voyage  made 

on  board  the  JefFerfon,  ib.  ;  his  character,  138. 
Roger,  Mr.  a  Quaker  at  Berwick,  account  of  his  inn,  221  ;  his 

farm,  222;  his  charadier,  ib. 
Rotterdam,  account  of  the  city  of,  21  ;  its  (ituation,  2/. 
Rufli,  William,  eftablilhcd  the  whale  fifhery  at  Dunkirk,  269  ; 

his  admiration  of  the  French,  $;70. 
RufTcll,  Thomas,  at  Bofton,  one  of  the  wealthicft  merchants  in 

America,  260  ;  his  charadler,  ib. 
Rye,  price  of,  in  the  diflrid:  of  Maine,  160. 

S. 
Saga  River,   account  of  its  rapid  falls,  mills,  and  pidurefque 

fcenery,  220. 
Salem,  account  of  the  town  of,  239  ;  its  population,  ib, ;  trade, 

ib. ;    fhipping,  240;    exports,  ib. ;  imports,  241 ;    harbour, 

242 ;  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Eflex,  243 ;  its  fail-clpth 

manufaftory,  ib. 
Salmon's  Fall  River,  221. 

Sandwich  Iflands,  account  of  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  134. 
Saratoga,  account  of  the  town  of,  65  ;  capture  of  the  Englifh 

army  under  General  Burgoyne,  ib. ;  defcription  of  the  Englifh 

and  American  camps,  66,  67  ;  cryftallizations,   and  mineral 

fprings,  7S, 
Savannah,  (lave-trade  of,  46l  ;  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Ef- 

tang,  in  1778,  470. 
Scheef,  Mr.  at  Portfmouth,  a  very  refpeftable  merchant,  234. 
Schultz,  eftate  pf  Colon  ^  177. 
Scrieber,  Mr.  founder  of  a  large  fettlement  between  Lake  Ontario 

and  Lalce  Oneida,  20. 
Schuyler,  General,  his  chara(5ler,  influence,  and  abilities,  29,  64> 

65. 
Schuyler,  John,  fon  of  the  CJeneral,  65  ;  his  houfr  ftands  on  the 

fpot  where  General  Burgoyne  furrendcred  to  General  Gates,  ib.; 

defcription  of  his  eftate,  69  ;  his  charadcr,  70  ;  his  death,  71. 

Schuylrtowiic, 


I 


INDEX-.  ■■ 

Scbuylcrlovnl,  fr»letn«it  of,  39  ;  tbe  capital  of  the  county  of 
Herkemer,  40 ;  its  houfss,  ii). ;  dmrcbcs,  ib. ;  jail  and  courts 
faoufe,  4Li  mills  near.  ib. 

Scituatc,  irjwnfhi;)  of,  2;)r, 

Shakers,  dfrmptioc  of  the  fociety  called,  fl^  ;  their  rdtlement  irt 
Lebaaon,  ih. ;  theif  form  of  goTemmcnt,  93;  religious  wor- 
fiiip.  '>S,  i>6  ;   Iheir  drefs,  !)6. 

ShcQcdad}-,  account  of  the  town  of,  49;  its  fettkinmt  whes 
forpncd,  50;  its  lituation  and  trade,  51;  population,  ib.  i 
churches,  ib. 

•  ■■  territory  of,  50  ;  its  extent,  ib. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  in  Albany,  5a  :  Id  St.  George's  River, 
145;  at  Bofton,  15?;  at  Camden,  I63;  at  Ducktrap,  IC5{ 
at  Penohfcol  River,  181  j   near  New  Bedford,  2?4. 

Shorten,  William,  an  inn-keeper,  near  Ofwega  Falls,  7  ;  pui^ 
chafe  of  hia  land,  10. 

Simcoe,  Governor,  bis  fpeech  on  proroguing  the  proTincinl  par- 
liament in  Upper  Canada,  521  to  S23. 

Specie,  fcarcity  of  in  South  Carolina,  406. 

Springfield,  &  tail-clotb  manufaAory  at,  3 

Sqnirreii,  rery  numerous  in  .^  America,  SfiS ;  particularly  in 
.       NewEn!:land.  ib. 

Stanwijc  Fort,  belleged  by  Colonel  Si.  Leger,  35. 

St.  Geoi^e's- River,  account  of  the  trade  of,  152  to  156. 

Stocktilh,  caught  in  great  quantities  on  the  coafts  of  MalTachu-- 
fetts  and  diftrid:  of  Maine,  141  ;  the  whole  trade  of  Beverley, 
238;   ofMarblehead,244. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  Advocate-general  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  250. 

Sullivaij  Ifland,  account  of,  3"4. 

Sumsc,  grows  in  great  quantities  about  New  London,  304;.  its 
preparation  for  the  purpofe  of  dyeing,  ib.  ;  its  price  and  quan- 
tity exported,  ib. 

T. 

Talafking,  a  celebrated  Indian  warrior,  463  ;  his  cbaraaer,  ib. 

Taunton,  head  town  of  the  county  of  Briltol,  274. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  the  county  of  Herkemcr,  41  ;  at  Sara- 
toga, 69;   at  Marlborough,  lOy;   in  the  State  of  Maflachufetts, 
121;  in  the  province  of  Maine,  192;  at  Bofton,  248;  in  Rhode 
Uland, 


:*  ■ 
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Ifiand,  293  ;  at  Newport,  ib. ;  at  Providence,  ib. ;  in  tbe  State 
of  Connedlicut,  338  ;  in  South  Carolina,  398  ;  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, 511. 

Taylor,  Mr.  near  Ponftenkil  Creek,  account  of  his  lands  and  mills, 
7(> ;  his  intention  of  felling  them,  ib.  ;   Author's  opinion  of,  ib. 

Temay,  monument  eredtedto  the  memory  of  the  Chevalier  de,  at 
Newport,  by  order  of  Louis  XVI,  232. 

Thatcher,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  298 ;  defcrlption  of  his  houfe, 
ib. ;  his  library,  219;  his  eccentric  cuftoms,  ib.  ;  his  political 
principles,  ib. 

Thompfon,  Juftice,  defcrlption  of  his  eftate,  74 ;  charadler,  ib. 

Three  Rivers,  rapids  of,  11 ;  account  of  a  cottage  family,  at,  12* 

Three  Rivers  Point,  account  of,  13. 

Treaty  of  Commerce,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  remarks  on  the,  78  to  81 ,   124  to  126,  inclufive. 

Trees,  fpecies  of,  in  the  townfhip  of  Saratoga,  78  ;  in  the  diftridl 
of  Brunfwick,  208;  between  Bedford  and  Plymouth,  259;  in 
Connedicut,  310;'  between  Middleton  and  Newhaven,  318  ; 
in  the  province  of  Maine,  354  ;  in  South  Carolina,  433,  440; 
in  Florida,  472 ;  between  the  Miffiffipi  and  Betekfoha,  474* 

Turkey  buzzard,  a  very  ufeful  bird  in  South  Carolina^  41 7» 

Tufcaville,  on  Poly  Creek,  an  Indian  village,  of  the  Lemencluka 
Tribe,  473  ;  its  houfes,  ib. 

V. 

Van  Allen,  Mr.  an  American,  on  board  his  veflel  the  Author 
quits  Oi  wego,  4  ;  a  member  of  Congrefs  for  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, 9  ;  his  occupation,  ib. ;  charader,  10;  Author's  obli- 
gations to,  52. 

Vandekamp,  farm  of  Mr.  28. 

Van  Raffelaer,  Mr.  Lieutenant-governor  of  New  York,  90  ;  his 
vail  extent  of  territorv,  ib. 

Van  Vcrberg,  Mr.  his  houle  near  Ofwego  Falls,  6  ;  his  occupa- 
tion, ib. 

Vatines,  eflate  of  M.  de,  24 ;  his  charafter,  ib.  ;  his  attachment 
to  France,  25 ;  his  family,  26'. 

Volvick  Bay,  205. 

W. 

Waituhu,  one  of  the  Marquefa  Iflands,  130;  account  of  its  inha- 
bitants, ib, ;  their  attempts  to  fcize  Captain  Jlobcrt's  vciTel, 


1.>I  ;  m^rttiffs  and  coftoms,  ib.  ;  marnageB,    1j2;  eullivatloflil 

ofthcillaad.  IS3. 
Wiiltloljoroiigii,  account  of  the  diftrift  of,  197;  forme  J  by  B:m 

.^'iiilier-generanVaido,  ib. ;   its  population,  ib. 
Waklti  I'atcrll,  i  Urjje  cllate belonging  10  General  Knoji  in  right 

of  liis  wiiV,  147  ;  a  great  part  ufurpcd  by  fcttlers,   1  Hi,  I4il. 
Wartcn,  an  aged Genefal,  account  of.  2jr;  his  wife,  2S3  ;  au- 

thorels  of  a  manurcript  hiliory  of  tile  American  revolution,  ih. 
Warren,  General,   inonumsnt  ert-ifteil  to  his  memory  at  Bollon, 

£-lJ  ;  account  of  thaaftion  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which  he  Icill 

his  life.  2-lJ,  3-i6. 
\Vnrren,  account  ol'  the  port  of,  233  ;  its  fliip-bailiiino;,  ib.  ;  -virM 
1        luc  oilan.1,  ib. 

Wnfhin^ton  County,  181  ;   its  Mtcnt  and  population,  ib. 

W  nfhington.  General,  a  diftant  relation  of  the  l^te  prelidenl,  445  a 

one   of  the   moll  npulent   planters,  ib. ;  account   of  his   i 

fwainpR,  and  Culture  of  ii  ricc-mill,  44lJ;   tranfmits  rice  tiiic^ 

to  England,  4)0. 
Wfltcrfonl,  population  of  the  comity  o{,22S. 
Wett  Port,  townfliip  of,  3?S. 
Whale  Kiihery,  account  of  the,  S63  to  SG8  ;  conAni^on  ofSe 

v(ifl;.-ls,  '^ijj  ;   whales  wiicre  fnu^id  moft  nHtuerous,  266,   2b'7. 
Wheat,  price  of,  in  the  diflrift  of  Maine,  159;  near  Portlmouth, 

230. 
Willard,  Mr.  Prefident  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  1 93. 
Williams,  Mr,  and  his  family  at  Marlborough,  their  civilities  and 

attentions  to  the  Author,  106  ;  account  of  his  farm  and  culti- 
vation, 108. 
Wifcaflet,  the  firft  place  of  trade  in  the  county  of  Maine,  202 ; 

its  fituation,   ib. ;  Shipping   and  trade,  203  ;  houfes,   ib. ;   e»- 

ports,  204, 
Ir   \yoodbridge,  account  of  the  village  of,  3C3. 
,   ,    Woodcreek.defcription  of,  30,  31. 

Wood  pigeons,  very  numerous  in  the  county  of  Maine,  3i5. 

Y. 
Ttork,  county  of,  its  population,  222, 


T.  Gitlet,  Printer,  Salifbory-S 


